The original documents are located in Box 1, folder “Bulgaria - Chairman Todor Zhivkov”
of the National Security Adviser’s Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders
Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Siay 2

<. .. - THE-WHITE HOUSE

— - WASHINGTON

Decerhbex; 17, 1974

(RAC 1Y

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank 96\1 for your letter of September 17, 1974, which
"~ was conveyed by Deputy Chairman Ivan Popov. Your
- warm expressmn of good wishes is apprec:.ated

: In my opmmn Professor Popov's visit to thls country

"~ made a positive contribution to the further development

" of relations between our countries. I was pleased to note
that during the visit an agreement between the United States
Bl S - . Chamber of Commerce and the Bulgarian Chamber of

e ' .- - Commerce was signed. '

Sk ’ 1 apprccmte vour invitation to visii the People's Repub

of Buigaria. While my schedule is such that I canaoi make
% : - a commitment at this time, I will certainly keep your invi-
s tation in mind in the hope that I may be able to accept at a
later date.

e Sincerely,

: : = : His Excellency
4 on e i Sl R Pt Todor Zhivkov : -
oA : '~~~ Chairman of the State Council
S e of the People's Republic of Bulgaria
38 ; ' - Sofia (e %

: "1;“ e : Digitized from Box 1 of thg'NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
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Executive Secretary

Department of State NSC Log

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: TRANSMISSTON
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

12/18/74

NSC/S:

Presidential Letter at Tab A
has been dated Dec. 17, 1974.

Please send to State for transmission.

e dmalanz o

Thanks.






MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

51¢7
WASHINGTON
_CONFIDENFHAT- T
< ACTION
P
Vi
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: Henry A. Kissinger ;L/<
SUBJECT: Reply to Bulgarian Chairman Zhivkov

In September 1974, Bulgarian Deputy Chairman Ivan Popov paid a
visit to the United States at the invitation of Secretary Dent, returning
a visit paid by the Secretary of Commerce to Bulgaria,

On the occasion of the Popov visit, Todor Zhivkov, President of the
State Council of the People!s Republic of Bulgaria, sent you the letter
at Tab B expressing his satisfaction with the development of
US~Bulgarian relations and inviting you to visit Bulgaria,

While there have been modest improvements in US-Bulgarian relations

in recent months -~ including the signing of a Consular Convention me
do not believe the situation yet waxrrants your acceptance of an invitation
to visit Bulgaria. The letter for your signature to Chairman Zhivkov

at Tab A would thank him for his letter, express your agreement on the
contribution made by the Popov visit and would keep open the question

of a visit noting that you appreciate the invitation and will keep it in mind.

Your letter has been coordinated with Paul Theis,
RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter at Tab A,

| -CONEIDENTIAL (GDS) AN /
A 2[3/04 o N




MEMORANDUM -

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

ACTION
November 18, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY KISSINGER

FROM: A, Denis Clift ,@Z——

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Zhivkov of Bulgaria

The memorandum for your signature to the President at Tab I would
forward a proposed reply for his signature to Chairman Zhivkov of
Bulgaria, Zhivkov's letter of September 17, which was delivered to
the State Department by Bulgarian Deputy Chairman Popov during his
visit to the United States, is also attached, (Todw ﬁ)

In his letter, Zhivkov places great emphasis on the importance of
President Ford's accepting an invitation to visit Bulgaria, The
President's reply expresses appreciation for the invitation but does
not make a U,S, commitment,

The President's letter has been coordinated with Paul Theis. State's
forwarding memorandum is at Tab II,

RECOMMENDA TION

That you sign the memorandum for the President at Tab I,

-CONFIDENTIAL, (GDS)
M 3/{3;"0“{

5104



S/S-7421412 W

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 570 ¢ ,4,7,9',0,\/

Washington, D.C. 20520

November 1, 1974

" UNCLASSIFIED

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT .
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Proposed Letter from President Ford to
Bulgarian Chief of State Todor Zhivkov
in Reply to Invitation to Visit Bulgaria

The attached draft letter is a suggested reply to
Chairman Zhivkov's letter of September 17, 1974 (sent
to you by a memorandum dated October 25, 1974), inviting
President Ford to visit Bulgaria at a time convenient to
the President.

s Executive Secretary

Attachment:

Draft Letter from President Ford
to Chairman Zhivkov.




o . SUGGESTED REPLY v

Deéar Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your cordial letter of September 17,
1974. Your renewed expression of good wishes is most
appreciated.

I, too, am pleased by the constructive and mutually
beneficial manner in which the relations between the
People's Republic of Bulgaria and the United States of
America are developing. The recent visit by Professor
Ivan Popov, Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers,
and his distinguished delegation contributed much to the
process of further improving the relations between our

two countries. The discussions which took place both in
Washington and other American cities represent an important
contribution to the advancement of our commercial ties. I
regret that my schedule during his visit did not permit me

to receive your letter directly from Deputy Chairman Popov.

I appreciate your kind invitation to visit the People's
Republic of Bulgaria, and I shall certainly keep it in mind
(Option one): in planning future visits to Europe.

(Option two): in the future.

Sincerely,

His Excellency
Todor Zhivkov,
Chairman of the State Council
of the People's Republic
of Bulgaria,
Sofia.
Department of State.




7421086

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

October 25, 1974

UNCLASSIFIED

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE

SUBJECT: Invitation from Bulgarian Chief of State
Todor Zhivkov for President Ford to
Visit Bulgaria

The attached letter of September 17, 1974,
from Todor Zzhivkov, Chairman of the Bulgarian
Council of State, invites President Ford to visit
Bulgaria at a time convenient to the President.
Chairman Zhivkov had intended the letter to be
delivered to the President by Deputy Premier Ivan
Popov during the latter's official visit to
Washington September 23-24. Since this was not
possible, the Bulgarian Ambassador requested that
we transmit 2Zhivkov's letter to the White House.

We will shortly be forwar
reply to this message.

] ; een
Executiye fecretary

Attachment:

Letter from Chairman
zhivkov to President Ford

UNCLASSIFIED

V3



Sofia, September 17, 1974

Dear Mr. President,

It is a pleasure to avail myself of the official
visit of the Vice-Chairman of the Council of Ministers of
the People's Republic of Bulgaria Prof. Ivan Popov to the
United States of America to congratulate you, once again,
most cordially and to wish you success in your responsible
mission as President of the United States of America.

I would like to express my satisfaction with the
process of positive development of the relations between
our two countries during the past few years and to under-
line my profound belief in the existence of favourable
conditions for this process to continue to the interest
of the two nations. There is no doubt that the talks which
will be held in the United States of America will be a
considerable contribution to the further development of
mutual relations.

I believe that contacts between responsible statesmen
of our two countries at summit level are an important factor
for creating good, friendly ties and it is a pleasure for me,
Mr. President, to invite you to visit the People's Republic
of Bulgaria at a time convenient to you.

HIS EXCELLENCY

THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
GERALD FORD



This would enable you to become acquainted with the
life of the Bulgarian people, with their peaceful and
constructive work, with their aims and aspirations. We
could have the opportunity of reviewing a wide range of
issues concerning bilateral relations and this would
give a great impetus to their positive and mutually
advantageous development.

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of

my highest consideration.

TODOR ZHIVKOV

PRESIDENT OF THE STATE
COUNCIL OF THE PEOPLE'S
REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA




Cofua, 17 centremBpu 1974 r.

Ysaxaemu rocnoauH Illpesugenr,

llpyaTHo MM e fma ce BB3MOA3yBaM OT OYUIIMANHOTO
nocemeHue B CheMHEeHUTE aAMEPUKAHCKH IMATH HA 3aMeCTHHUK-
npeiacenarens Ha MuHucTrepckusa cbhbBeT Ha HapoagHa peny6nuka
benrapusa npod. HUsau llomos, 3a na Bu mo3apassa ome BegHAX
Hali-chbpAe4yHo M Aa Bu moxenasa ycmex B oTrosopHara Bu

Mucuia KaTo Nnpe3ueHT Ha CreguHeHNTE aMepuKaHCKHN maTHn.

HckaM ga u3pasd 3ad0BOJICTBOTO CHU OT Iponeca
HAQ MO/IOXKUTENHOTO Pa3BUTHe HA OTHOMEHUATA MeXOy HAIUTe
IBe CTpaHHW Ipe3 MOC/HeJHUTE TOAUHM M da Ioadyepraf
MoeTo ABNO0KO ybexdeHue, uye ca HaaMmile 01aronpuATHU
yC/lno0BMA TO3M Ipollec [a NMpoAbikasa B MHTepec Ha JABara
‘Hapoga. HaMa chMHeHue, Ye pa3roBOpHTe, KOUTO lie ce
BoaaT B ChedMHeHUTE aMepPHMKAHCKM mMaTH, e 6baT
ChIIECTBEH IPMHOC 3a IMO-HATATHBMHOTO Pa3BUTHE HA

B3aMMHHUTE BPB3KH.

ao

HEI'0BO IIPEBB3XOJUTEJICTBO
NPE3UJEHTA HA
CbEJUHEHUTE AMEPUKAHCKU HNATU

OKEPAIL @0P[

BamMHT TOH f

\b



YbeneH, 4Ye KOHTAKTHUTE MeXAy OTrOBOPHUTE
AbPKABHU el HA HAWUTEe [OBEe CTPAHU HA HAW-BHCOKO
paBHMIle ca BaxeH ¢gaKTop 3a um3rpaxgaHe Ha gobpu,
NPpUATENCKN BPB3KHU, 3a MeH e yOoBojlcTBue na Bu moxaHd,
rocnoauH llpesugenT, na nmocetutre HapoaHa peny6nuka
benrapua B ymo6Ho 3a Bac Bpeme. Tosa 6u Bu mo3sonuno
ma ce 3afno3HaeTe ¢ XUBOoTA Ha OBArapcKud Hapoma, C
Herosufa MHUpPEH chb3ugaTeneH Tpyd, ¢ HeropuTe 6maropolHu
crpeMexu M nenu. Hue 6MXMe uManM BBH3MOXKHOCT Jda pasriae—
JaMe ronAM KpBr OT BBIPOCH HA OBYCTPAHHUTe OTHOHMEHUA,
KoeTo 6M [Jano cbhlleCTBeH T/HACHK Ha TAXHOTO IMOJOXUTENHO

U B3aUMHOU3TroAHO pa3BuTue.

Mons mpuemere, rocmoauH Ilpe3sugeHT, uspasa

Ha oTnuyHata MU K®M Bac mnouur.

TOOOP KMBKOB

NPEACEJATE] HA ObPXABHUA CHBET
HA HAPOJHA PEIYBJIMKA BBIT'APHA
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NATIONAL. SECURITY COUNCIL 2153
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 »

ADMINISTRATIVELY

CONFIDENTIAL April 19, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR

George S. Springsteen
Executive Secretary
Department of State

SUBJECT: Presidential Message for Bulgarian

President Zhivkov
(S/S 7607586)

In response to your memorandum of April 12, the attached text of
a Presidential message has been approved for Ambassador Herz
to convey orally to Bulgarian President Zhivkov.

Jealht . 'Davis
Staff Secretary

Attachment

R / KC‘P%
ADMINISTRATIVELY : s “};
CONFIDENTIAL _— _ 1’ 3 ;

Dispatched 4/19/76 NSC Rept. #642 (tlb)

o —
. o
3



MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT FORD TO PRESIDENT ZHIVKOV

"President Ford has asked me to thank you for the kind sentiments
and good wishes expressed in your message, He recalls with pleasure
his informal meetings with you in Helsinki.

| The President offers you his personal regards and hopes that our
governments can continue to work together for the further relaxation

of tensions and improvement in relations between our two countries. !




\.aw

A |

MEMORANDUM vy

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 2153 M
ADMINISTRATIVELY ACTION
CONFIDENTIAL Aprit'15, 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT
FROM;: Mr, Clift %
SUBJECT:‘ Presidential Message to Bulgarian (

President Zhivkov '

Presumably at the behest of U.,S., Ambassador to Bulgaria Martin

Herz who is in Washington on consultations, the Department of State
has asked approval (at Tab B) of an oral message-(at Tab A) from the
President to President Zhivkov, State notes that the President met
Zhivkov informally at Helsinki and that Zhivkov has informally invited
the President to Bulgaria on several occasions. Prior to Ambassador
Herz's return to the U,S, for consultations, Zhivkov asked that his
regards and best wishes for the election be extended to the President,

In response, the Department believes it would be a well received gesture
for Ambassador Herz to convey orally the President's greetings to
Zhivkov,

While this would seem tqbe diplomatic handholding of the highest order, !
I see no substantive objection to a Presidential greeting (proposed text
at Tab A) to Zhivkov, delivered orally by Ambassador Herz, The
memorandum for Jeanne Davis' signature to State at Tab I would forward
the approved text of such a greeting for Ambassador Herz's use,

RECOMMENDATION

That you approve the text of the oral greeting at Tab A and Jeanne Davis'
signature of the memorandum to State at Tab I, -

APPROVE___@ DISAPPROVE

ADMINISTRATIVELY
CONFIDENTIAL




s/5-7607586 S/ >

. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 3\)

Washington, D.C. 20520

April 12, 1976

UNCLASSIFIED

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Request for a Personal Message from the
President to President Zhivkov of Bulgaria

Attached is a draft message from the President
to President Todor Zhivkov of Bulgaria which we
would like Ambassador Martin F. Herz to convey to
President Zhivkov upon his return to his post in
Sofia.

The President met President Zhivkov on several
informal occasions at Helsinki and Zhivkov has
referred with pleasure to these encounters during
meetings with American officials. He has also
extended numerous informal invitations to the
President to visit Bulgaria. He asked Ambassador
Herz, just before the latter left Bulgaria for
consultations in the U.S., to extend his regards to
the President and to convey his wishes of good luck
in this election year.

The attached message, if approved, would be

delivered orally by Ambassador Herz on the occasion
of his next meeting with President Zhivkov.

’
C\a)m\b
eorge S. Springsteen
Executive Secretary

Attachment:

Draft Oral Message from President Ford
for President Zhivkov S

UNCLASSIFIED
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