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.. WASHINGTON 
·~ - .. .., 

December 17, 1974 
• 

-~ ... -.. ~- .· 

< . Dear Mr. Chairman: 
~ . 

--~= 
• < 

;:_;'":;. --~. 

_ 
1 

Tharut you for your letter of September 17, 1974, which 
I .. ·: /.,:? .·.·~~ was conveyed by Deputy Chairman Ivan Popov. Your 

· · ; ·:-- -~~---.-~ warm expression of good wishes is appreciated • 
-~·--..:. ; ·t ~:- .,_.- -· 
I ~- . -.,_ -: .. --:::-- -.... -. 

I • ,• -~. ·, 

!· · .. 

• l 

'· 

.. 

Ii1 my opinion, Professor Popov's visit to this country 
made a positive contribution to the further development 
of relations between our countries. I was pleased to note 
that during the visit an agreement between the United States 
Chamber of Co~erce and the Bulgarian Chamber of 
Commerce was signed. · . 

I ap-prc ciate your invitation i:o v ls j.t tht: Fe onlc:! s Rt:publ!.: 
of Bulgaria. While my s checiule is s ucil tilat I cannoi: ma~e 
a commitment at this time, I will certainly keep your invi­
tation in mind in the hope that I may be able to accept at a 
later date. ! . . j 

-:;.... ,. . - ·.·;> ::. Sincerely, R 'J ~ 
.· 

.: 

\ 

; _.:.. .. .. 

•' .:t.. . 
I , ,._ 

· . . ·~ . ... 

,; 

His Excellency 
Todor Zhivkov 
Chairman of the State Council 

of the People's Republic of Bulgaria 
Sofia 

Digitized from Box 1 of the NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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JOINT ~ATTONAL SECURITY COUNCIL/STATE SECRETARIAT REFERRAL/RESPONSE FORM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

Date: Dec 18 1Q74 

NSC Log No.7405104 

The attached document(s) are forwarded for staffing as indicated below: 

__ DR.o\FT REPLY FOR: __ PRESIDENT'S SIGNATURE 

__ DIRECT REPLY 

__ WHITE HOUSE STAFF SIGNATURE 
______________ OTHER 

furnish info copy 

__ TRANSLATION 
__ RECOMMENDATIONS 

INFO ONLY 

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: ____ T~B~A~N~S~M~I~ss~IuO~N~------------------------------

URGENT ----PRIORITY. __ _ 
ROUTINE ----

/7 jJ /L-4-1 (!_,~Oo -::::e:-.\ 
~DAVIS (f~ 

Staff Secretary . DUE DATE: ____ _ 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Lt. Gen. Brent Scowcroft 
National Security Council 
The White House 

Pursuant to the above referral we 
aLt transmitting with thi~ me~crandum: 

____ Draft reply for: 
President's signature ---____ Other signature 

Information copy of direct ---reply 

Translation ----

Date: _________ _ 

S/S Log No·-----

The attached item was received 
by thP DPp::srtment of State: 

We believe no response is ---necessary 

A draft response is attached 
--~ 

A draft response will be __ ....; 
forwarded 

R~S------------------------------------------------------

To: T Zh hrkoll 

GEORGE S. SPRINGSTEEN 
Executive Secretary 

From: __ ~resident Ford Date: Dec 17 1974 

S b . t Letter 
u Jec =--------------------------__.-------~-+ORO , 

<"' / 
~ 

-.1 'l) 
'< .)>. 

\
(1;. .'t7 
\)lob "r / 
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(Classification) 





NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

12/18/74 

NSC/S: 

Presidential Letter at Tab A 
hasbeendatedDec. 17,1974. 

Please send to State for transmission. 

Thanks. 

ed::/&alanzo 



~EMORANDUM . 

THE WHITE HOUSE 5104 
WASHI~GTON 

GONFIDE:J>~TM:b 

ACTION 

December 16, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Henry A. Kissinger'{/( 

SUBJECT: Reply to Bulgarian Chairman Zhivkov 

In September 1974, Bulgarian Deputy Chairman Ivan Popov paid a 
visit to the United States at the invitation of Secretary Dent, returning 
a visit paid by the Secretary of Commerce to Bulgaria. 

On the occasion of the Popov visit, Todor Zhivkov, President of the 
State Council of the People 1 s Republic of Bulgaria, sent you the letter 
at Tab B expressing his satisfaction with the development of 
US .. Bulgarian relations and inviting you to visit Bulgaria. 

While there have been modest improvements in US-Bulgarian relations 
in recent months - .. including the signing of a Consular Convention ..... I 
do not believe the situation yet warrants your acceptance of an invitation 
to visit Bulgaria. The letter for your signature to Chairman Zhivkov 
at Tab A would thank him for his letter, express your agreement on the 
contribution made by the Popov visit and would keep open the question 
of a visit noting that you appreciate the invitation and will keep it in mind. 

Your letter has been coordinated with Paul Theis. 

R E COMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

GG~JFIDEN'f'IAb (GDS) 

U! 3 .':J/ oJ1 

/ .. 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAIRI:,GTO:N 

CONFIDEUflAL 
ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Henry A. Kissinger ~K 

SUBJECT: Reply to Bulgarian Chairman Zhivkov 

In September 1974, Bulgarian Deputy Chairman Ivan Popov paid a 
visit to the United States at the invitation of Secretary Dent, returning 
a visit paid by the Secretary of Commerce to Bulgaria. 

On the occasion of the Popov visit~ Todor Zhivkov, President of the 
State Council of the Peoplers Republic of Bulgaria, sent you the letter 
at Tab B expressing his satisfaction with the development of 
US ... Bulgarian relations and inviting you to visit Bulgaria. 

While there have been modest improvements in US-Bulgarian relations 
in recent months -· including the signing of a Consular Convention ..... 1 
do not believe the situation yet warrants your acceptance of an invitation 
to visit Bulgaria. The letter for your signature to Chairman Zhivkov 
at Tab A would thank himfor his letter, express your agreement on the 
contribution made by the Popov visit and would keep open the question 
of a visit noting that you appreciate the invitation and will keep it in mind. 

Your letter has been coordinated vri.th Paul Theis. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

GQ:P1FIDENII A .b (GDS) 

~ ~b/oJ./ 



MEMORANDUM 

tY) 
~J 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 5104 

CONFIB-ENTJA:b 
ACTION 
November 18, 1974 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Preside:ntial Reply to Zhivkov of Bulgaria 
II 

The memorandum for your signature to the President at Tab I would 
forward a proposed reply for his signature to Chairman Zhivkov of 
Bulgaria. Zhivkov 1s letter of September 17, which was delivered to 
the State Department by Bulgarian Deputy Chairman Popov during his 
visit to the United States, is also attached. Cr~ ~) 

In his letter, Zhivkov places great emphasis on the importance of 
President Ford's accepting an invitation to visit Bulgaria. The 
President's reply expresses appreciation for the invitation but does 
not make a U. S. commitment. 

The President's letter has been coordinated with Paul Theis. State's 
forwarding memorandum is at Tab II. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum for the President at Tab I. 

-G6NFIDEl'iT1t' .. L (GDS) 

~ ::3/:J /f) t./ 
I' I 

,./ 



S/S-7421412 \~ 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 5/D? A-vo-otl 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

November 1, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Proposed Letter from President Ford to 
Bulgarian Chief of State Todor Zhivkov 
in Reply to Invitation to Visit Bulgaria 

The attached draft letter is a suggested reply to 
Chairman Zhivkov' s. letter of September 17, 1974· (sent 
to you by a memorandum dated October 25, 1974)', inviting 
Presiden.t Ford to visit Bulgaria at a time convenient to 
the ·President.· · 

/ 
/ 

At tachirient: · 

Draft Letter from President Ford 
to Chairman Zhivkov. 



•• 
SUGGESTED REPLY 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for your cordial letter of September 17, 

1974. Your renewed expression of good wishes is most 

appreciated. 

I, too, am pleased by the constructive and mutually 

beneficial manner in which the relations between the 

People's Republic of Bulgaria and the United States of 

America are developing. The recent visit by Professor 

Ivan Popov, Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers, 

and his distinguished delegation contributed much to the 

process of further improving the relations between our 

two countries. The discussions which took place both in 

Washington and other American cities represent an important 

contribution to the advancement of our commercial ties. I 

regret that my schedule during his visit did not permit me 

to receive your letter directly from Deputy Chairman Popov. 

I appreciate your kind invitation to visit the People's 

Republic of Bulgaria, and I shall certainly keep it in mind 

(Option one): in planning future visits to Europe. 

(Option two): in the future. 

His Excellency 
Todor Zhivkov, 

Sincerely, 

Chairman of the State Council 
of the People's Republic 

of Bulgaria, 
Sofia. 

Department of State. 
'· . ""~· I 
-~\ .... , 

...._.....,.._.,.., 

,j., 



7421086 \) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

October 25, 1974 

UNCLASSIFIED 

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Invitation from Bulgarian Chief of State 
Todor Zhivkov for President Ford to 
Visit Bulgaria 

The attached letter of September 17, 1974, 
from Todor Zh1vkov, Chairman of the Bulgarian 
Council of State, invites President Ford to visit 
Bulgaria at a time convenient to the President. 
Chairman Zhivkov had intended the letter to be 
delivered to the President by Deputy Premier Ivan 
Popov during the latter's official visit to 
Washington September 23-24. Since this was not 
possible, the Bulgarian Ambassador requested that 
we transmit Zhivkov's letter to the White House. 

We will shortly be 
reply to this message. 

Attachment: 

Letter from Chairman 
Zhivkov to President Ford 

UNCLASSIFIED 

/ 
/ 

/.·;, 

,,_: . 
.. ,~ . 



Sofia, September 17, 1974 

Dear Mr. President, 

It is a pleasure to avail myself of the official 
visit of the Vice-Chairman of the Council of Ministers of 
the People's Republic of Bulgaria Prof. Ivan Popov to the 
United States of America to congratulate you, once again, 
most cordially and to wish you success in your responsible 
mission as President of the United States of America. 

I would like to express my satisfaction with the 
process of positive development of the relations between 
our two countries during the past few years and to under­
line my profound belief in the existence of favourable 
conditions for this process to continue to the interest 
of the two nations. There is no doubt that the talks which 
will be held in the United States of America will be a 
considerable contribution to the further development of 
mutual relations. 

I believe that contacts between responsible statesmen 
of our two countries at summit level are an important factor 
for creating good, friendly ties and it is a pleasure for me, 
Mr. President, to invite you to visit the People's Republic 
of Bulgaria at a time convenient to you. 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
GERALD FORD 



This would enable you to become acquainted with the 
life of the Bulgarian people, with their peaceful and 
constructive work, with their aims and aspirations. We 
could have the opportunity of reviewing a wide range of 
issues concerning bilateral relations and this would 
give a great impetus to their positive and mutually 
advantageous development. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of 
my highest consideration. 

TODOR ZHIVKOV 

PRESIDENT OF THE STATE 
COUNCIL OF THE PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 



Cowna, 17 cenTeMBPH 1974 r. 

llpHHTHO MH e Aa Ce B~3TIOn3yBaM OT OWHUHanHOTO 

TIOCe~eHHe B C~eAHHeHHTe aMepHKaHCKH ~aTH Ha 3aMeCTHHK­

npeACeAaTenH Ha MHHHCTepcKHH c~BeT Ha HapOAHa peny6nnKa 

B~rrrapna npow. HBaH llonoB, 3a Aa Bn no3APaBH o~e BeAHa~ 

Hafi-c~pAeqHo H Aa Bn no~enaa ycnex B oTroBopHaTa Bn 

MHCHH KaTO npe3HAeHT Ha C~eAHHeHHTe aMepHKaHCKH ~aTM. 

HcKaM Aa H3pa3H JaAoBoncTBoTo en oT npoueca 

ABe CTpaHH npe3 nocneAHHTe rOAHHH H Aa TIOAqepTaH 

MOeTo A~n6oKo y6e~AeHne, qe ca Hannue 6rraronpHHTHH 

ycnoBHH T03H npouec Aa TIPOA~n~aBa B HHTepec Ha ABaTa 

HapoAa. HHMa C~MHeHHe, qe pa3rOBOpHTe, KOHTO ~e Ce 

BOAHT B C~eAHHeHHTe aMepHKaHCKH ~aTH, ~e 6~AaT 

C~~eCTBeH TipHHOC 3a TIO-HaTaT~lliHOTO pa3BHTHe Ha 

B3aHMHHTe Bp~3KH. 

no 
HEfOBO llPEBb3XOJlMTEHCTBO 
IIPE3M)lEHTA HA 
CbEJlMHEHHTE AMEPMKAHCKH mATH 

Jl)KEPAHJl 41JOPJl 

BamnHrToH 



- 2 -

Y6eAeH, qe KOHTaKTHTe Me~AY OTrOBOpHHTe 

A~p~aBHH AeMQH Ha HamHTe ABe CTpaHH Ha HaM-BHCOKO 

paBHH~e ca Ba~eH ~aKTOp 3a H3rpa~AaHe Ha A06pH, 

rrpHHTerrcKH Bp~3KH, 3a MeH e YAOBorrcTBHe Aa Bu rroKaHH, 

rocrroAHH llpe3HAeHT, Aa rroceTHTe HapoAHa perry6rruKa 

E~rrrapHH B YA06Ho 3a Bac BpeMe. ToBa 6H BH rro3Borrurro 

Aa ce 3arro3HaeTe c ~HBoTa Ha 6~rrrapcKHH HapoA, c 

HeroBHH MHpeH c~3HAaTerreH TPYA, c HeroBHTe 6rraropoAHH 

cTpeMe~H H uerru. Hue 6HXMe HMarru B~3MO~HocT Aa pa3rrre-

AaMe rOITHM Kp~r OT B~llpOCH Ha ABYCTpaHHHTe OTHOmeHHH, 

KOeTO 6H Aarro C~~eCTBeH TITaC~K Ha THXHOTO llOITO~HTeiTHO 

H B3aHMHOH3rOAHO pa3BHTHe. 

MorrH rrpueMeTe, rocrroAHH llpe3HAeHT, H3pa3a 

Ha OTITHqHaTa MH K~M Bac rroqHT. 

TonoP ~KOB 

llPEncEnATEn HA nnP~ABHMH CbBET 
HA HAPOnHA PEllYEnMKA EnnfAPMH 

0 
·' ~ 
~ 
~~ 

~ 

• 
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ADMINISTRATIVELY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDU1v1 FOR 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

''· 

April 19, 1976 

George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

Presidential Message for Bulgarian 
President Zhivkov 
(S/S 7607586) 

2153 

In response to your memorandum of April 12, the attached t.ext of 
a Presidential message has been approved for Ambassador Herz 
to convey orally to Bulgarian President Zhivkov. 

Attachment 

ADMINISTRATIVELY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

Je~Davis 
Staff Secretary 

Dispatched 4/19/76 NSC Rcpt. #642 (tlb) 



MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT FORD TO PRESIDENT ZHIVKOV 

"President Ford has asked me to thank you for the kind sentiments 

and good wishes expressed in your message. He recalls with pleasure 

his informal meetings with you in Helsinki. 

The President offers you his personal regards and hopes that our 

governments can continue to work together for the further relaxation 

of tensions and il~1.provement in relations between our two countries. 11 



.,.1-1' 

9 (.. ~If 

MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ADMINISTRATIVELY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Mr. Clift ~--
Presidential Message to Bulgarian 
President Zhivkov 

2153 

1976 

Presumably at the behest of U.S. Ambassador to Bulgaria Martin 
Herz who is in Washington on consultations, the Department of State 
has asked approval (at Tab B) of an oral message-(at Tab A) from the 
President to President Zhivkov. State notes that the President met 
Zhivkov informally at Helsinki and that Zhivkov has informally invited 
the President to Bulgaria on several occasions. Prior to Ambassador 
Herz 1 s return to the U.S. for consultations, Zhivkov asked that his 
regards and best wishes for the election be extended to the President. 
In response, the Department believes it would be a well received gesture 
for Ambassador Herz to convey orally the President's greetings to 
Zhivkov. 

While this would seem tQ be diplomatic handholding of the highest orde~ , 
I see no substantive objection to a Presidential greeting (proposed text 
at Tab A) to Zhivkov, delivered orally by Ambassador Herz. The 
memorandum for Jeanne Davis 1 signature to State at Tab I would forward 
the approved text of such a greeting for Ambassador Herz 1 s use. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve the text of the oral greeting at Tab A and Jeanne Davis 1 

signa::R::e me$2 to Stat:::;;R~VE _____ _ 

ADMINISTRATIVELY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

w4 



UNCLASSIFIED 

S/S-7607586 ;;J/5"3 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

April 12, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Request for a Personal Message from the 
President to President Zhivkov of Bulgaria 

Attached is a draft message from the President 
to President Todor Zhivkov of Bulgaria which we 
would like Ambassador Martin F. Herz to convey to 
President Zhivkov upon his return to his post in 
Sofia. 

The President met President Zhivkov on several 
informal occasions at Helsinki and Zhivkov has 
referred with pleasure to these encounters during 
meetings with American officials. He has also 
extended numerous informal invitations to the 
President to visit Bulgaria. He asked Ambassador 
Herz, just before the latter left Bulgaria for 
consultations in the u.s., to extend his regards to 
the President and to convey his wishes of good luck 
in this election year. 

The attached message, if approved, would be 
delivered orally by Ambassador Herz on the occasion 
of his next meeting with President Zhivkov. 

Attachment: 

Draft Oral Message from President Ford 
for President Zhivkov 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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