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JN~WER IS "FOLLOWING TM~ SULTAN gS TALKS WfTH TME 
AMFR!CANS WH~N H~ VISITED THE UN!TEO STATE~ IN 1974, A 
FEW u.s. MtLITARV AIRCRAFT HAVE TM!S YEAR MADE TECHN!C~L 
~fnps AT MAStRAH". IF PRESSED UTH!RE ARE NO u.s. 
Mii ITARY PE'R~ONNF'.L ON MASil'AH ",. IF FU~TMER PRESSED 11 fMI! 
TS A MATTER FOR THF AM~R!CAN~ AN~ THE 0MAN!S 11 a ~NO QUOTE 

A. WE PLAN TO TAKF UP THIS ?SSU£ WITH MJOOLE EAST Of• 
~A~T~ENT AGATN fiPV!MSFB ZRi BY WHICH TIME fCO POSITION 
~HOULO HAVF FIRMF-0 UPg IN THE MEANWHILE, WE SUGGEST 
nEPARTMENT O~FfR MAK!NG PU0~!C RFF~RENCE TO eURRENT Um!• 
IJSF ~F MAStRAH. 

~RMSTRONG 

-e-QN,t9~NTIALo 

'i 

. . 
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OE RUQMMT #1465 3310635 
0 260blOZ NOV 76 
FM AMEM8~SSY MUSCAT 

TO SECSTATE WASHOC IMMEDIATE 26~7 

INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI IMMEDIATE 576 
USINT BAGHDAD IMMEDIATE 31 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 129 
AMEMBASSV DOHA IMMEDIATE 244 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 303 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT IMMEDIATE 696 
AMEMBASSV LONDON IMMEDIATE 297 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA IMMEDIATE 315 
AMEMBASSV SANA IMMEDIATE 164 
AMEMBASSV TEHRAN IMMEDIATE 283 

-5 E C R E T "1USCAT 1465 

e.o. 11652: GOS 
TAGS: PFOR XF MU 

------*******E COPY 

SUBJECTi GULF FOREIGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE; IRANIAN ~~4 INCIDENT 
REF: MUSCAT 1464 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFJEO 

1. FOURTH GULF FOREIGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE WAS IN SESSION FROM 
1700 TO 2200 LOCAL Tt~E NOV 25 AT GULF HOTEL IN SUBURBAN REACHES 
OF CAPITAL AREA, ANO IS SCHEDULED CONCLUDE TODAY, NOV 26~ TO 
GREAT SURPRISE OF MOST OBSERVERS, IRAQI FONHJN HAMMADI SHOWED 
UP AFTER ALL NOV 25, BRINGING CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION TO 
FULL SLATE OF EIGHT FOREIGN MINISTERS. AFTER FORMAL OPENING 
THURSDAY AFTERNOON ev SULTAN QABOOS IN FULL GLARE OF TV CAMERAS 
ANO PRESS Reps, ALONG WITH OHANI CABINET MINISTERS AND MUSCAT 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS1 CONFERENCE BEGAN REGULAR-CLOSED SESSIONS 
AT 1730 WITH KUWAITDAE SHAIKH SABAH AL~AHHAD TURNING CHAIR OVER 
TO OMAN•S QAIS ZAWAWI. SECURITY PRECAUTIONS WERE RIGJ01 WITH OMANI 
TROOPS CORDONING OFF HOTEL PREMISES. WE UNOERSTANT TQOAy•S 
SCHEDULE CALLS FOR LATE HORNING WINDUP OF MEETINGS, FOLLOWED -

:11BY HELICOPTER TQUR FOR MINISTERS OVER PARTS OF NORTHf:RN OMAN -· c-o~'", 
~AND TEA WI TH SUL TAN AT SEEB PLACE PR I OR TO DELEGATES• DEPARTURE" ~· ,,,("~ 

ENO UNCLASSIEfED 1 a -

I ! ..:. °' 
:; .. :.:,LA~$~r~[!J,,..J/~~ \~ ).~)/ 

~i~tlf~~;t;;-~:-~:~•/os . ~ 
i3'V - -- ''t L f · ;,...r:i:.<e~si:..:...aenL_il:._Ta.!.:iIT~T::....:bra __ ry_R_e_vi_ew_of_D_O-.S-.E=-q-u-:--::iti-es-=is:--=R-eq-u-:--ire--:i 
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••••••• -SEC!tEl ••••••• ~OP ( 

JF OMAN'S COASTAL SURVEILLANCE ANO NAVAL REOUJREMENT~. 

3. AT THIS STAGE AT LEAST WE on NOT WANT TO E~COURALE 
OMA~l EXPECTATIONS THAT US MIGHT 8E EEKJNG A MORE ACTIVE 
RELATIO SHIP IN SECUPITY ASSISTA~CE cf LD. WITH e~oECT 
TO SULTAN'S (Ok L4NnQN 1 ) SUGGF~Tln THAT US MILIT 
TTAC~1 ~EFERABLY NAVAL ATTACµf, E ~SSJGNEO TO 0 N1 

vOU OULD 8E Aw4RE THAT WE PLAN 0 FARLY D CISION 0 THIS 
PE OING RESOLUTION OF MOR RASIC QUESTIONS I FUTURE US
UMANI FLATIONS ANO MORE EVIDENCE THAT ASSIGNM NT OF A US 

ILITARY ATTACH WOlLD E JUSTIFIED ON GROUNDS OF LJKfLV 
riORKLOAO ANO IMAGE WE ~nuLO LIKE TO PROJECT TN OMAN. ROBINSON 

T 
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SU~J: OlA O!FtWSE IN1EttlGEHCI ~DTICE <OtN> CU> 

01 AO I~ 341-7 A (AS OF I . iof.o es' 6 flFC 16) 

OMA~l ~UftVERSIVf •C~tvrtv~ (U) 

i • . til'woFoRNIWNl~fE.1., · . THE OM~N 1 oovE•N~ENT M•S. 
ACOOl.!O A POPULA9' Pa:0N1 FOR THf: llAERA1JON Of 
~AN .• PFLOl R~~O~T THAl_SfEMS .tO ~EP~E~EWT A 

.. . ,.; · AJOl POLICY ,APER ON StJIVe~srvtt •CTIVITJfS. 
JT A,PEAftS TO IE POINflMG TO•ADICAl ACTIVfTY 
IN ~ORT~EAN OM•N -ANO T~E GUl, A~E• •ND AWAY ~ROM 
PAGt 2. ~Up;l<JCS l l8• .S e· C • . ft I! . f ·' 
THE NPW INf.F,ECTIVE PFlO 1'tlLITAlV 09F.A4TfON$ IN 
0MOF4R PkOVINCE. 

z. «J1~oFORW/WNINTf!LJ THf!, Pl'LO DIST•HWTEO A 
PAPt:9' LAST MONTH EN11Tl.1H> 11SUMMAl\Y OF PltQGf(A" 
OF 4CtlON FOR THE COMING STiGE.• tHE AUTHOA P-tAY . 
.. .AVf fAllf.N AWAY FflQ .. fHf . -,~EiE~T Pf:LO Gl(OUP 
CENTt•EO tN SOUtM YfMUf. THE OOCOHFNT IS T••ICAl 
OF f ... E P0~.14,TlVt STAGE 'OF A TE•ttORISt OR RfVQ- . . 
lUTIOIURV v llOU,,,. . AS SUCH1 l·T INDICATES THAT TMi 
'fl\.01 OR I.. fACTJON OF ·l.f, HAS AnMltTEO llS fAll,UJtE 
IN "l'HE WESTERM oHOFAlt PJtOVJl-j(f · ANO IS .ttTTf.MPTIN.G ) 
TO ttlGlOUP. IU.THER ~,MAJf DP!M )l_tlLITA __ •v CQM,lOlitfilllOM, 
WHICH F~llEO fN 0HOF4R~ TH! PA,~lt AOVO(.lTES CDVERt . 
D'faATIONS. IT STATES lHI P"fMAlY. T.A~t< IS TO . 
BUILD UP l'Ht ,~~!Y ANO: 10 u .. lte ll.l ~•TIOMAL GlOU,$ . 

-~- .,_ . . . • 
.. ·_· .... ;;.iZ;'.:.A, : 
.,_; ·';).~~-

'"· "··~ 

TO OVEltTHROW SUL TAM QAltJS 1: GO~ERN~ENT AS wf.L.L AS • · 

. DECLASS;FiED, ...,t.al-~~ 
THORITY l\t.~ Q.Ar~ ,,:;~ _ ·a)i1<J 11 3 
·~w-------. NLF, DATE -£_)<<fats 
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CQUtn(RING uu .. iAH1 JDRr>ANIA-N~ .·AtfD "Rl'f1SH f>R!SENCE. 
If EiS,OUSfS THE USE OF RADIO~ i'lfWS,APEfitS.t ANO 
ca.:·•Nbesrr .. t O~GANIZATIO~S'' t(J .EO'lJCATf THE MASSES ANO 
PAGE 3 RUEKJ(S ~~&4 5 t C - f t 
o~·,UNllE Of"OMSTk.A'tfONS. IT S,EAl<S o~ F.XPLOIT,NG 
OtSPUfes llll'FHltf t:HE INE"Y'S ltA .. KS Af40 l .. CITING SOl
Dlf~S TO Sf ~VE THE ~fVOlUf ION. ,. 

l. (..f{NOS:O•Nt nee 'SUCCESS o~ THE ltUMfAN•SU,POttTE r> 
OMOFAR OFFENSIVE 8Y THE SU~T•••S FO~CfS H•S SE(IOUSLV 
HU~T TH~ .FLO, WH(C~ IS NOW ~A~ING l~TE~NAL SPLITS 
··wo ~~CRl"INATlONS. T~ERf IS A POSSl8ILITV THAT THIS 
fACTJDW HAS Tl~S ~tTH· •••o, IM ~~ICH Cjse lT MIGHT ee 
Vf EwEO iN THE ({INTE•t OF. CUtlltfNT ••• ,, fFFOftTS TO 
KAflfTAIM ITS itF.V0LU"'rlONA9'Y IM•OE AS fYIOENCr~o fO' tHE 
•CTIYITiES QF THE •u •Cl!C JUNE 1uaMtZAll<JH. · 
PRf PAlEO ff 'f': l 25xl _O~·ZE 
O<GOS•l Of CL•$ s·r F"Y UP.ON NOT tF ICAT IOt~ ev THf OJt I GJ~• l OfO 
ST 
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PAGE 01 MUSCAT 01545 14072AZ 
ACTI ON NEA•10 

IN FO EUR•12 IS0•00 CIAE• 00 000E•00 PM•04 H•01 OCT•01 
!NR•01 
USIA-06 

L•03 NSAE•00 NSC•05 PA•01 PRS•01 SP•02 SS• 15 
I0•13 ACDA-07 /0 88 W 

R 140530Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2749 
I NFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSV TEHRAN 

---------------------

-"'6 e N , ! e ! N T I • ~ MUSCAT 1545 

E.011 116521 GOS 
TAGS: PFOR IR MU YS 
SUBJECT: IRANIAN AIR FORCE ACTIVITY IN OMAN 

REF& ( A) TEHRAN 12239, CB) MUSCAT 1511 (NOTAL) 

121193 1 13 

1. BRITISH EMBASSY DCM TE~LS US AN IRANIAN AIR FORCE LIAISON 
OFFICE~ ARRIVED AT SEES AIRPORT EARLY THIS WEEK, APPARENTLY IN 
RESPONSE TO OMANI REQUEST. SAF HOPES ~IS PRESENCE WILL BRING 
ABOUT SOME DEGREE OF COORDINATION SO THAT SAF AND SOAF CAN GE T 
AN IOEA WHAT IRANIAN AIR ARM IS UP TO OVER OHOFAR ANO PORY BORDER 
AREA. IF THIS PROVES TRUE, BRITISH tMOFF THOUGHT IT MAIGHT BRING 
SO+.tE lMPROVEMENT IN WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS GROWING MISUNOER· 
S-T·AND!NG BET.W~EN OMAN ANO IRAN OVER PHANTOM INCIDENT ANO ITS 
AF.,E.RJMTH.11 ~-AJ'lf SpURCE ADDEO THAT BRITISH OFFICERS IN SAF NOW 
BEL I EVE IR AN I AN AERt AL RECONNAISSANCE ALONG_ BORDE~ · yl.8, TAKI NG 
P~ACE ALMOST o·AIL.;¥, BUT PILOTS ARE TAKING .CARE -T<>:~~'l:AY ~)T 1 

• 

EX:TREMF.k Y ) ifl Gt1 A~ T,.ITUOE. 

2. THOUpH WE HAVE lMPRESSION THAT O~ANIS STILL ARE CON• 
CERNEO ABOUT POSSIBLE IRANIAN RETALIATION AGAINST PORY FOR 
NOV 24 PHANTOM SHOOT•OOWN, THEY MUST HAVE RELAXtD THEIR 
NEVOUSNESS A BIT, FOR MOST LEADING LIGHTS OF OMANI SECURITY 

f 

.. ESTABLIS1'1MENT A'Rf SPENO-ING DEC 11•19 IN LONDON. THIS 
INC~UOES TIM ~ANDON, GEN. PERKINS, DEFENSE DIRECTOR .• 
G~NERAL BROWNING ANO FONMIN QAIS ZAWAWI. CA T LEAST 
ONE PURPOSE LONDON GATHERING IS FOR LA.TEST lN LONG~~ 
OF N~GOTlATIONS WI.TH BRITISH AIRCRAF T CORP. OVER J~,~ ~ 1··;~·~~ 1 

~lJ~ ·~ .~···· 

\. 

.. 
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f.ELIGRAM 
CSNF~SUtT I Al;. 

PAGE 02 MUSCAT B1S4S 1~01282 

RAPI!R AIR DEFENSE PACKAGE.) 

3. HAVE LEARNED THAT CSAF GEN, PERKINS PLANS ANOTHER TRIP 
TO I~AN IN LAST WEEK DECEMBER TO CONSULT WITH IRANIAN MJUITAR Y 
COUNTERPARTS, 
WOLLE 

F 

. . 
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ROUTINE 
FHB479LON035 
DE RUOTC #0683 3581308 
R 231306Z f)EC 76 
FM MEMRASSY LONDON 

TO SECSTAT ASl-lOC 9027 

INFO A~ ~B SSY MUSCAT 0173 

~ E C R E i LON)QN 20683 

eXDIS 
UEPT PASS SECOEF 1 HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 
E.o . 11652: x~~s- 1 
1 AG : ~AR I< , .; U, UK , US 

UBJCCT: BRITI H ARRA. GE ENTS l=OR USE OF MASIRAH 

1 . IN CDNVERS TIONS WITH E BOFF THIS WEEK1 OFFICERS AT 
DESK lEVFl 1-J BOTH FCO ANO ~OD l-lAVi: INOICATEQ RAE WO!!LQ 
LIKF Tr:J ... CDNT~ttSE ~u SIRl\H fO~ STAGING ~LIGMTS lO 
cA51'-A)IA' EVE:N AFTr.:R RAF l=QRMALLY WITH '-'AWS NF.:XT 
llAARCH '317 ME NWHIL'-1 ACCOROl..JG TO FCri, OM NJS ARE 
PRESSING B ITISH TO ~~ S GCNEROUS S POSSIBL ~ ON AMOUNT 
OF EQUIP ENT RAF WILL l~AVE IN 1 ASIRAH . 

2 . COM ME ~ : HOPES TO CONT JNUE TO USE 
MASIRAH XP T CONTINUED 
B ADEQUATE LEVEL OF 
TECHNIC l SERVICES FOR IRFI - LO. ~OWEVE , TIME I S 
GROWING SYC T AND E~ ASSY RECOMMENDS THAT WASHINGTON 
SEND INSTRUCIID~S 5~0N I~ WE A~E TO UNDERTAKE ANV 
OfSCUSSIONS WITH BRITIS~ ON CONTINUED u.s. use . 
SPI~RS 

BT 

pr~ ' 

L' 

( " 

s. -- -
c.o. '(. '----
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PAG E 01 MUSCAT 00037 090838Z 
ACTION SS•25 

INFO·. OCT•01 IS0-00 sso~00 /026 w 

R 090730Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2821 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 

S E G R E + MUSCAT 0037 

E~DIS 

EQOo 11652% GOS 
TAGSI MASS PFOR MU US UK 
SUBJECTl USE OF MASIRAH 

REFZ STATE 00A566 

. 
AFR/UN __ _ 

-EORflWI....._ _, __ _ 
FE ___ _ 
LA ___ _ 

~ PRC ___ _ 

SfA ___ _ 

ECON ___ _ 

O" 1; '!!'r 
1. JUDGING FROM REFTEL, IT APPEARS DEPT 11 MAY NOT HAVE,. SE 
TELEGRAM 290646Z QEC 7§ SENT LliQ.M RAf' M.ASll~t:i ·To CTF ~f.~_E"trN----==--
'TWO, COM~EVENfAFLT, ANO CTG SEVtN TWO PT THREE (INFO rn ·'
ELEVEN OTHER ADDRESSEES INCLUDING SECSTATE, MUSCAT AND USOAO 
LONDON' WHICH STATE THAT MASIRA~ IS .UNABLE TO ACC,PT ..MJJ.BA 
THAN I W.O EL I G ~ill OlJ EH bl G FEB Z 7 4 N Q · ~ 0 8 ~ T N 0 FL I G HTS FR 0 M 
'MARCH 7 · THROUGH 31Q 

211 WE ARE STILL . AWAITING USN REACTION TO THAT MESS AGE, 
WITH A REVISED FIRST QUARTER SCHEDULE. MEANWHIL~ WE 
HAVE· INfORMEO rOREIGN MINISTRY OF PROJECTEO JAN 11•13 
~~3 FLI~HT ANO STATED T~AT REMAINDER OF SCHEDULE FOR . 
QUARTER WOULD BE COMMUNICATED AS SOON AS WE KNOW IT. 
MINISTRY REP (POLITICAL DEPTQ DIRECTOR KHALFAN) ACCEPTED 
NO IFICATION W~THOUT COMMENTe 
-.iOLLE 

.:.l_ I 
~· . 

_ f:!:&_ 41 JS-/ 13 --
.NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOW<:nue:: AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETAR 
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CONFIBENTIAt. 

PAGE 02 MUSCAT 000~3 0g0~00Z 

oecASIONAL TRANSIT FLIGHT BY NIMROD PATROL PLANES. IBANIA~ 
C•i~~~S WILL CONTINUE TO BE THE MAIN M!ANS OF TRANSPORTIN~ 

-"H!AYY EQUIPMENT To THE ISLAND. 

4. C~AVPHAN STATED THAT SOAF OFFICERS IN CHARGE OF MASIRAH 
BASE OPERATIONS WOULD NEED TO KNO~ SOON HOW OFTEN US 
p.3v5 WOULD BE STOPPING AT MASlRAH ANO WHAT THE MONTHLY 
FUEL REQUIREMENTS WOULD BE, SINCE SOAF DOES NOT VET HAVE 
SUFFICIENT INFORMATION FOR PLANNING PURPOSES~ 

~. THE CHANGEOVER IS WELCOMED BY THE lSLANDERSi SINCE 
SOAF IS EXPECTED TO INJECT MORE MUNEY INTO THE LOCAL 
ECONOMY THAN THE RAF. WIVES OF SOAF PERSONNEL WILL BE 
ALLOWED AS SOON AS HOUSING IS COMPLETED. SOAF IS WILLING 
TO lHARE BASE FACILITIES WITH CONTRACTORS ANO BUSINESSMEN ON 
THE ?SLANO, IN CONTRAST TO THE ~AF wHICH CREATED A BAO IM· 
PRESSION BY BEING UNCOOPERATIVE WITH CIVILIAN ORGANIZATIONS ~ 
AS A RESULT OF SOA~ PLANS FOR EXPANSION AND THE MODEST IN• 
CREASE OF BUSINESS ON TME ISLAND, NA4Ft (BRITISH EQUIVALENT 
O~ PX) WILL CONTINUE ITS COMMISS4RV OPERATIONS AFTER THE O!• 
P4RTURE OF THE RAF. 
WOLL.E 

C QNI' le&« NT I At;;· 

. . 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 7224 

PAGE 01 MUSCAT 00031 090512Z 
ACTl~Ot" NEA• 10. 

INFO OCT•01 xso .. 00 CIAE•"'0 DODE•00 
lilSAE•llHll NSC•05 PA·~l PRS•01 

··'TR Sf •00 EB·07 OES•lil6 AID•05 
COME•00 /094 w 

R 0g:0~·~·4z! :J"i.i{ 17 
FM A~~~~~srv MUSCAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2816 

LIMI TED OFPICIAL USE MUSCAT 0031 

E.o. 116521 N/A 
TAGS I 8GEN PDEV MU 

PM•04 
SP•02 
PC•01 

SUBJECT: CIVILIZATION COMING TO MASIRAH 

REF: 76 MUSCAT 1619 

H•01 
ss-us 
HU0•01 

INR•07 L.·0~ 
USIA-06 OMB•rot 

EUR•t::'! INT•05 

1u RECENT TRIP BY ECONOFF AND .ACTING PEACE CORPS DIRECTOR TO 
MASI RAH CONFIRMED OUR IMPRESSION THAT MISERABLE LIVING CONDITIONS 
OF MASIRAH'S ~,500 INHABITANTS ANO VIRTUALLY TOTAL LCAK OF INFR• 
STRUCTURE OUTSIDE THE AIR BASE~MAY ~E CHANGING. AT PRESENT, 
EVERYTHING MUST BE IMPORTED AT GREAT EXPENSE FROM MUSCAT P MOSTLY 
USING INFREQUENT SOAF FLIGHTSi L..OCA~ POPULATION CONCENTRATED 
AT N<lR)H ENO OF ISLAND L.IVES lN SHACl<S CONSTRUCTED OF Pl. 'IWOOO 
AND. C°-O:RRUG"ATEO METAL. u TOT AL LACK OF GROUNDWATER HAS P~EVENTED 
DEVE'~DptMENT ·OF EVEN SMALL•SCAL..E AGRICULTURE, MUCH LESS NATURAL. 
VEGEiATl ON, ~IVING MASIRAH A BARREN ANO LUNAR APPEARANCE~ HOW• 
EVERP AIR COMMUNICATIONS ARE EXPECTED TO BECOME MORE FREQUENT 
AFTER APRILL. 1g77, AND THERE IS ALREAOV A MODEST INFLUX OF NEW 
AUSINE SS ONTO THE ISLAND. 

2Q SMALL DESALTING PLANT BUILT BY MOTHERCAT ANO OPERATED 
BY GLOBAL CHEMICAL. SYSTEMS (REFTEL..) Is SHUT DOWN AT PRESENT 
DUE TO LACK OF DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM FOR WATERo PL.ANT CAN PRODUCE 

.. . . •: .. .. . . . 
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UP Td""ct-tfJ·f-0'0iJ G'AL.L.ONS OF FRESH WATER A DAY, BUT OF'Fl AKE HAO 
BEFN LIMITED TO e-10,000 GALLONS FUMPEn INTO ISLANO~s SINGLE 
WATER TRUCK, WHILE REST OF WATER ~AS DISCHARGED ON INTO THE SEA. 
ACCORDING TO AMCIT MANAGER DONALD PROUD, OESAL.TING PL.ANT WILL 
REMAIN SHUT DOWN FOR A FEW WEEKS UNTIL NEW NOSPITAL OPENS, 
BUT PL.ANT WILL. NOT BE FULLY UTILIZED UNTIL ADEQUATE PIPING NET• 
~ORK.IS ODNSTRUCTED. PROUD PLANS TO PLACE AN AMCIT FULL.TIME ON 
MAS I ~Mof 10 SUPERVISE 22 FIL IP I NO TECHN! CI ANS CURRENTL. Y 
RUNNING THE PLANT. 

Je PRIMARY SCHOOL IS ALREADY IN OPERATION, AND NEW 100•BEO 
HEALTH CENTER SHOULD OPEN IN A FEW ~ONTHS. MAIN DELAY IN 
OPENING OF HEALTH CENTER HAS BEEN DELAY IN RECRUITING 6 DOCTORS 
ANO 23 NURSES TO MAN THE FACILITY, PROUD STATED THAT MINISTRY 
OF HEALTH HAS DISCUSSED POSSIBLE CONTRACT FOR GLOBAL CHEMICAL 
TO OPERATE AND ~AINTAIN HOSPITALP WHICH WOULD BRING AT LEA~T 
ONE MORE AMCIT FULL TIME ON THE ISLANOa 

4a THE OMANGOV IS PLANNING TO REPLACE THE PRESENT SHANTY• 
TOWN AT THE NORTH ENO OF THE ISLAND WITH 1,0~0 GOVERNMENT• 
FUNDED DWELLINGS. SIR WILLIAM HALCROW CUK) HAS COMPLETED 
FEASIBILITY STUDY, BUT SHORTAGE OF FUNDS HAS DELAYED CHOICE 
OF CONTRACTOR. NONETHELESSp LOCAL POPULATION IS OPTIMISTIC 
T~AT ARRIVAL OF SOAF WILL BRING IN MORE MONEY AND HELP FUNO A 
FEW RETAIL SMOPS FOR CONSUMER GOODS WHICH ARE NOW NONEXISTENTu 
NAT!ONA~ BANK OF OMAN ESTABLISHED A BRANCH ON MASIRAH IN NOV• 
EM~ER 1976, AND OTHER BANKS MAY FOLLOW • .. 

5; LONG•TERM POTENTIAL FOR MASIRAN MAY BE GOOD IF LOCAL 
RESOURCES ARE FULLY DEVELOPEDw THE ~ATERS AROUND MASIRAH 
ARE V~RY RIC~ IN FISH, AND MASIRA~ COULD BECOME A SIGNIFICANT 
REGIONAL FISH PROCESSING CENTERa A WEST GERMAN SURVEY 
TEAM"HAS •LREADY DISCOVERED SMA~L AMOUNTS OF COPPER IN THE 
MOUNfAINS ON THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE ISLANOg AND MUCH 
GRFATER DEPOSITS MAY BE PRESENT, OMAN~s DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE IS EXPLORING THE GROWING OF VEGETABLES ON MASIRAH 
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CWHfdH jE~MS A FUTILE EFFORT TO US)g EVEN MASIRAH AS A REC~EAT!ON 
SPOT IS POSSIBLE: THE MILD SUMMER CLIMATE DUE TO THE SOUTHWES T 
MONSOON HAS CAUSED SOME TO SPECULATE OVER MASIRAH VS FUTURE 
TOU RIST POTENTIAL. 
WOU.E 
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