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TllE WHITE HOUSE 

WASI llNGTON 

May29, 1976 

Your Majesty: 

Thank you for your letter regarding the situation 
in your area. Recalling with pleasure our meeting 
last year, I certainly appreciate this opportunity 
to exchange views with you on matters of concern 
to both our countries. 

I am pleased that Your Majesty's policy of firmness 
towards the Communist-dominated rebels in Dhofar 
has had success. This is a tribute to the efficacy of 
your military strategy--firmness tempered with 
restraint at the appropriate time--as well as of your 
foreign policy. I wish Your Majesty further success 
in your efforts in support of the civil development 
of that region. 

As Your Majesty points out, the challenges which 
your country has faced are a reflection of a broader 
problem which affects the region as a whole. My 
Government has made clear that we do not accept 
the adventuristic activities of outside powers to 
advance their presence and influence. 

I appreciate Your Majesty's perspective on the 
situation in southern Africa. The remaining 
serious problen1s there offer similar temptations 

,,.. , 
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for the Soviet Union and make more urgent the need 
for finding solutions to the problems of Rhodesia, 
Namibia and South Africa. My Government has 
recently affirmed our support for self-detern~ination, 
majority rule, equal rights and human dignity for all 
the peoples of southern Africa and outlined a series 
of proposals to support this policy. It is grounded 
in the conviction that no outside power should seek to 
impose solutions or divide Africa into confronting 
blocs. Nor should ambitions of hegemony be encouraged. 
Rather, African unity and integrity should be supported. 

Developments in Africa and the activities of the 
Soviet Union have also been a factor in my Govern
ment• s position with regard to our role in the Indian 
Ocean and the areas bordering on it. It is our view 
that restraint in Soviet military deployments in the 
Indian Ocean and forbearance fro_m adventurism 
generally are essential to improving the prospects 
for the stability of the region as a whole. 

I can assure Your Majesty that the United States will 
continue its firm stand in opposition to Soviet pressure 
and expansionism and that we will continue to seek 
moderate Soviet behavior. In turn, we look to the 
states of the regions affected by such ambitions, 
including the Middle East, to promote their own 
security through regional cooperation and we are 
prepared to work with them to this end. I am aware 
of the particular effort which Om.an, under your 
leadership, has n1ade. The success which has thus 
far been achieved demonstrates the beneficial effort 
of regional cooperation. In this context, I very much 
agree with Your Majesty that we maintain a dialogue 
on ways to deal with problems of mutual concern in 
your area of the world. 

<. 
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Be assured of my hope that relations between Oman 
and the United States shall be strengthened for the 
future. I wish Your Majesty and the people of Oman 
a future blessed with peace and security as well as 
good fortune. 

Sincerely, 

His Majesty 
Sayyid Qaboos bin Said al Bu Said 
Sultan of Oman 
Muscat 

.. 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

SECRET (GDS) ATTACHMENT 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

ROBERT B. OAKLEY~ 

2856 

ACTION 

May 21, 1976 

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to the Sultan of Oman 

We received only this week from the Department of State a letter to 
the President from the Sultan of Oman along with a suggested reply 
(approved by the Secretary's staff--draft at Tab II). It took one month 
before State informed us they had this letter. 

The memorandum at Tab I to the President transmits the letter, 
summarizes its contents and recommends a letter of reply--a shortened 
version of the State draft which has been reviewed and cleared by 
Messrs. Horan, Clift, Low and Boverie as well as Mr. Hartmann's 
office (Smith). 

RECOMMENDATION: That you forward the memorandum at Tab I to 
the President transmitting the Sultan's letter at Tab Band seeking 
the President's signature on the reply at Tab A. 

APPROVE AS AMENDED ------ ~~~~~~~~-

-SECRET (GDS) ATTACHMENT 
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MEMORANDUM 

SECRET (GDS) 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

Letter from the Sultan of Oman-
Proposed Reply 

The Department of State has transmitted a letter to you from the Sultan 
of Oman at Tab B. A proposed reply is at Tab A. His Majesty recalls 
with pleasure his meeting with you during his January 1975 visit to 
Washington. 

The Sultan expresses admiration for your policies of opposing outside 
(Soviet, Cuban) intervention in Angola and elsewhere in Africa and 
the broader Middle East/Indian Ocean region and concern about the 
trend of Soviet activities in these areas. He does so because of Oman 1 s 
experience with this problem--radical South Yemen's backing (with 
Soviet arms and support) of a rebellion in Oman's western (Dhofar) 
province. Through a combination of firmness on the Sultan's part; 
military assistance from an Iranian brigade, a small Jordanian con
tingent and British officers seconded to the Omani armed forces; 
and Saudi financial incentives to South Yemen for moderation, the 
rebellion has apparently been defeated. 

The Sultan remains concerned over the activities ( 11 expansionist 
policies 11 ) of the Soviet Union in the general Indian Ocean area, in
cluding Southern and East Africa and the Persian Gulf. The possibility 
of a resurgence of radicalism in South Yemen is also of concern, and 

2856 1)..-

the Sultan points out the military support which that country has received 
from the USSR (we estimate some 300 advisers) and the Cubans (we 
estimate 100-200 advisers), although he acknowledges that neither 
Cubans nor Soviets participated directly in the Dhofar rebellion. The 
Sultan asks that you not forget the common interests of the US and 
Oman in combatting Soviet expansion and radicalism, especially in 
the Indian Ocean area. He hopes to maintain a dialogue with us on 
subjects of mutual concern in this area. tf 

SECRET (GDS) 

9/J!//3 

Subject to GDS of E. O. 11652 

Automatically Downgraded at 
Two Year Intervals and Declassified 
on December 31, 1984. 



SECRET (GDS) -2-

The Sultan's letter provides an opportunity for you to strongly reaffirm 
support for friends such as Oman in a common effort to oppose outside 
intervention and the growth of Soviet influence generally. We have 
strong interests in a sound relationship with Oman, given its position 
straddling the entrance to the Persian Gulf, its commitment to the West 
and the US, its mode ration and its desire to collaborate with other 
friends in the Gulf area in the interests of regional stability. We may 
wish to discuss with the Sultan the possibility of using Omani airfields, 
ports or other facilities to support our military activities in the Indian 
Ocean--Persian Gulf area, particularly given the abandonment by the 
UK of an airfield it has operated on Oman's Masirah Island and the 
probability that we shall have to pull COMIDEASTFbR out· of Bahrain. 

The proposed letter at Tab A is responsive to concerns raised by the 
Sultan. It will be well received by him and will also give us an opening 
should we wish to explore at some later date the possible use of Omani 
military facilities. 

RECOMMENDATION: That you sign the letter to the Sultan of Oman at 
Tab A. [Text coordinated with Mr. Hartmann 1s office (Mr. Smith).] 

SECIH3'% (GDS) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASI llNGTON 

Your Majesty: 

Thank you for your letter regarding the situation 
in your area. Recalling with pleasure our meeting 
last year, I certainly appreciate this opportunity 
to exchange views with you on matters of concern 
to both our countries. 

I am pleased that Your Majesty's policy of firmness 
towards the Communist-dominated rebels in Dhofar 
has had success. This is a tribute to the efficacy of 
your military strategy--firmness tempered with 
restraint at the appropriate time--as well as of your 
foreign policy. I wish Your Majesty further success 
in your efforts in support of the civil development 
of that region. 

As Your Majesty points out, the challenges which 
your country has faced are a reflection of a broader 
problem which affects the region as a whole. My 
Govermnent has n1ade clear that we do not accept 
the adventuristic activities of outside powers to 
advance their presence and influence. 

I appreciate Your Majesty's perspective on the 
situation in southern Africa. The remaining 
serious problems there offer similar temptations 

L. 
By_ / .. kZ. __ 
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for the Soviet Union and make more urgent the need 
for finding solutions to the problems of racial 
injustice in Rhodesia, Namibia and South Africa. 
My Governm.ent has recently affirmed our support 
for self-determination, majority rule, equal rights 
and hmnan dignity for all the peoples of southern 
Africa and outlined a series of proposals to support this 
policy. It is grounded in the conviction that no outside 
power should seek to impose solutions or divide Africa 
into confronting blocs. Nor should ambitions of 
hegemony be encouraged. Rather, African unity and 
integrity should be supported. 

Developments in Africa and the activities of the 
Soviet Union have also been a factor in my Govern
ment's position with regard to our role in the Indian 
Ocean and the areas bordering on it. It is our view 
that restraint in Soviet military deployments in the 
Indian Ocean and forbearance from adventurism 
generally are essential to improving the prospects for 
the stability of the region as a whole. 

I can as sure Your Majesty that the United States will 
continue its firm stand in opposition to Soviet pressure 
and expansionism and that we will continue to seek 
moderate Soviet behavior. In turn, we look to the 
states of the regions affected by such ambitions, 
including the Middle East, to promote their own 
security through regional cooperation and we are 
prepared to work with them to this end. I am aware 
of the particular effort which Oman, under your 
leadership, has made. The success which has thus 
far been achieved demonstrates the beneficial effort 
of regional cooperation. In this context, I very much 
agree with Your Majesty that we maintain a dialogue 
on ways to deal with problems of mutual concern in 
your area of the world • 
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Be assured of my hope that relations between Oman 
and the United States shall be strengthened for the 
future. I wish Your Majesty and the people of Oman 
a future blessed with peace and security as well as 
good fortune. 

Sincerely, 

His Majesty 
Sayyid Qaboos bin Said al Bu Said 
Sultan of Oman 
Muscat 



B 



Mr. President. 

The Palace, 
Mm:icat, 

Sultanate of Oman. 

28th March, 19760 

It has been just oYer one year 8ince we e!'1jOvPd 

our fjrst visjt t0 the United States; a short but 
satisfying experience which gave us the on~ortunit,y o~ 
meeting you :=i:nd your senior officials invnlYP.d in foY'eif:ll 
affairs. f>incP that ti.me we hRve m=i.tura.11.y fo] 101r.red 
American T)Olicy wit!: a r>ersonaJ interest based 11non ou!' 
new appreciation of your great country. 

In our mm countr~r many chan["es hPVA occurred a:nd 
it is now much stronger a.nd more sett] ed than it was at 
the time of our meetingo The most important cl'ane;e, 
as you are undoubtedly aware, i8 our succecrnful conclusion 
of the foreign-sup9orted rebellion in Dhofar after ten 
years of struggle, which diverted national resources from 
development projects into military projects . Thanks be 
to God, most of the rebels saw the error of their ways 
and most of them, some one thousand four hundred , defected 
voluntarily from the enemy before the final military 
victory. 

We have chosen to mention our own modest successes 

because we believe that they have a bearing upon one of the 
problems which has been plaguing American policy-makers 
recently. That problem is the support of national Leftist 

. . 
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guerrillas by a combim"ltion of ma.terial sunuort from 
the Soviet Union , military support from Cuba, the use 

of safe-havens for these guerrillas offere~ by neighbouring 
Marxist-oriented States and the world-wide disRemination 
of Soviet-insnired propaganda. The latest caRe in ~oint, 
and the one that has dravm world-wide attention, has been 
the intervention of other States in the internal affairs 
of Angola. 

As you are aware from our di!==!cussion at the White 

House in Janua.r~r 1975, An,o:ola iP. not the fi.rs+. c-=ise of 
this kjnd . For at least seven vears of the ten-year 
struf;P-le in Dhofar , the Soviet Union assic::ted thP nhofar 
rebels with arms and mili +.ary traininp;, ei.t'her diY'ectly 
or through the assistance of the nei~bbourj n.rr C)tP..te , the 
Peonle ' s nemocratic Renublic of Yemen. In recent years 
the rebels were assisted with mili tP..rv traini.n.o· by 0uban 

personnel. Unlike the case of Angola, Cuban Advic::8rs did 
not, as far as we know, actually take part in the firditin-~o 

Oman , therefore, is auite familiar with the 
Soviet/Cuban combirn.:i.tion, and this combinati.on has crPate~ 
some unease; not just during the conflict itself. We have 
long regarded the growing presence in the area of the Soviet 
Union with concern, notine the position that it has acquired 
with respect to East and Southern Africa , the Naval presence 
in the Indian Ocean, its growing influence around the 
periphery of that Ocean, and the failure of Area States t o 
take organised action to counter this growing influence . 
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We therefore are heartened by the firm position 
taken both by you, Mr. President , and some of your 

responsible Offi cers in statements made recently on 
the subject of forej_gn intervention in the internal 
affairs of other States . Although our own fi~hting is 

over, ·we continue to view with alarm the spread of 
similar situations . We appreciate the fact that so 

long as a favourable climate for interference exists , 
armed violence will continue to plague our areao 

Oman is an old and proud country with its ovm 

traditions of civilisation, ni:i.val and military nroY.Jess ; 
traditions which are once more emerR:ing with the rebirth 

of its neo'91P . We are :prouo of our victory in nhofar , 
nrimarily because it waR achieved by the return of the 
rebels to the SU:!:rport of their ovm ueonle ana .rrovernment 
rather than b~r massive slau.o-hter in battleo The few 

rebels who remain are for the mo~t TJB.rt convinced 
Communist revoJutionaries , harbouring wherever the~.r can 
find shelter and having no popular sup~ort . 

Oman , however , recognises that the threat from 
revolution , promoted by forei.gn States and -ins-:!1ired by 
Marxist ideologies and propaganda , still exists and will 
remain constant o We are particularly concerned that the 

peoples of Southern Africa , whatever their ethnic origins , 
should be allo·wed to develop their o·r.m form of e;overnment , 

without the influence of terror in support of the Soviet 
Union' s expansionist policy. Supported by the great 

majority of the Omani people, we remain resistant to 

. . 
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theRe threats . 

At the same time we a.:pplaud efforts made by 

more pmverful and more influential States to combat 

the same tendP,nci.Ps in world affairs, particu1F.trJy 

those in the Indian Ocean area, where our f1.i.t11re must 

to Rome extent be involve<i . We hope th!'.1.t you, 

Mro Pre~li dent, i=inn. the United States Government, will 

not forP'et Omi=m' s role in combatting a coP.Jmon enemy in 

the da.ys to cornf! an~ thet our two NR.tions v1~.l l Y"Pmain 

bound bv the same ties of col1llT!on interests in the 

ri ~ht of self-dP.te,...mination w:i +.hout fore:i..tm J.ntP.rfer-ePce o 

,!/e ho!'e th!"'tt we can continue to m~:i nta.in A dia1 o ."1rn on 

svbj F'Ct8 of mutui:t l concern i:n tri.s area o 

,~le wish you, your family and the ueonJ e of the 

Uni tea State~, every mJ.ccess ariii eood fo,..tFnP. j n thi. s 

year a:nd the years ahP~d. 

. . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 7607970 

SECRET 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Response by President Ford to Letter 
From Sultan Qaboos 

On April 9, the Omani Ambassador delivered 
the attached letter from Sultan Qaboos of Oman 
to President Ford. The letter raises no specific 
issues of bilateral US-Omani concern, but does 
address in a broad tour d'horizon fashion some 
larger issues. 

A proposed reply is attached which responds 
to the concerns raised by Sultan Qaboos. 

Attachments: 

~. 
L .George S. Springstee 
',.--: Executive Secretary 

1. Suggested Letter 
2. Letter from Sultan Qaboos to 

President Ford 

. <-t ;11 / /3, ___ _ 

SBCRB':P 
GDS 



Suggested Letter 

Your Majesty: 

I am most appreciative of your letter of March 28, 1976, 

and welcome the opportunity it provides to discuss matters of 

concern to both our countries. 

We are pleased that your policy of firmness toward the 

Communist-dominated rebels in Dhofar has borne good fruit. Your 

victory is a tribute to the efficacy of your military strategy --

firmness tempered by restraint at the appropriate time -- as well 

as of your foreign policy. I understand now that the military 

phase of this protracted struggle appears to be successfully 

concluded, and you are placing increased emphasis on projects for 

civil development in Dhofar. We wish you all success in this 

endeavor. 

As you point out, the challenges which your country has 

faced are a reflection of a wider problem which affects the 
~ t1...v. C"U-~<l.tt"le ~'5 

region as a whole: the des ire of ~he Sovi et Uni-0~ to advance its 

presence and influence. 1!arQ.1il~ iil uari 0 ty ei rnerehuds, inctadin~ 

.t'Re ttO!e Of= eubal'\ ~01'.CeS. ?he Soviet Uhion" has vi~red thew 

prov~ ..op~eea. te1!1o M..u ee a&.¥iHlQ9 ; tSi int••el!tzt a!ML 

· -r~- o,;.~& $r:..Te~ t.uz, 
i"rl-"£:tl.!;..,..ttl'l!!e"'il"'C•@••. We ha,• made clear that we cannot accept this kind of 

A 

behB:vi9r. a.d~b.stc ~,·~~~. 

His Majesty 
Sayyid Qaboos bin Sa'id Al Bu Sa' id, 

Sultan of Oman!ll 
Muscat_., 

Department of State r 

. . 
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The re~aining serious prob ns of southern Africa offer 

similar temptations for the Soviet Union, and make more urgent 

the need for finding solutions to the problems of racial in

justice in Rhodesia, Namibia and South Africa. My government 

has recently affirmed our support for self-determination, 

majority rule, equal rights and human dignity for all the peoples 

of southern Africa, and outlined a series of proposals to 

support this policy. Our policy is grounded in the conviction 

that no outside power should seek to impose solutions, to 

divide Africa into confronting blocs or to pursue hegemonial 

ambitions, but rather that African unity and integrity should be 

supported. 

Developments in Africa and the activities of the Soviet 

Union have also been a factor in my government's position with 

regard to our role in the Indian Ocean and the areas bordering 

on it. .we-J:l.ane RQt.Gil'1 the dAuelapment of naui 1 a:R:'1 air supgort 

QEJili~e in SeMalia; i\M ;the general i PCI:A&SA j~ d.eplrlyluent:SS+ 

o£ RiiPT?, ue££&>li' 1115 Lhe~es!MtV'Wfti:ien in tbSll rndj an Qagan aa;ga 

eil°Reeu !:969 . It is our view that restraint in Soviet military 

deployments in the Indian Ocean area and a more general fore

bearance from adventurism are essential to improving the prospects 

for stability in the region as a whole. 

Let me assure Your Majesty that the United States will 

continue to take a firm stand in the face of Soviet pressure and 

expansionism, and to seek to moderate Soviet behavior. In turn 

.. 
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we look to the state of the regions affected by Soviet ambitions, 

such as the Middle Ea t, to promote their security through 

regional cooperation We are aware of the particular effort 

which Oman has made in this regard ~ look forward to a con-

tinuing dialogue with Your Majest 's Governmentr&• Ma~tte:NI ei 

as we examine challenges which face us all. 

people of Oman a future 

blessed as much by peace and as good fortune . 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 

()..J._tf tl'lt' <;.u.ct.:t"'S..< u..-:-h1~l ... kti ~ ft.us 

if4' ~~e~1... Qe ~;e,JT4 cf ~U-V<.t~L')« fe~ ~ 
!; U IJtc'."l Ct k'fr"".0 ~-.a /, ,,..;.., 

_.r lo ~,pnro..u..t ~ ~Q.LU_ v7~;f~d, 
0.-u. J ' ~ ~ c_"'1-t-/~ 

. . 
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volu.ntaril~r fro•1 • th!'! enel'1y bPfnrP. thP fi.nr-il. military 

v;ctor:v. 
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1. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
TO SULTAN OABOOS DATED MAY 29, 1976 IN RESPONSE TO THE 
SULTAN'S LETTER OF MARCH za, 1976. SIGNED ORIGINAL HAS BEEN 
POUCHED BUT THE CHARGE MAY WISH TO FURNISH MINISTRY Of 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS WITH ADVANCE COPY OF TEXT. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: YOUR MAJESTY: THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER 
REGARDING THE SITUATION IN YOUR AREA. RECALLING WITH 
PLEASURE OUR MEETING LAST YEAR, I CERTAINLY APPRECIATE THIS 
OPPORTUNITY TO EXCHANGE VIEWS WITH YOU ON MATTERS OF CONCERN 
TO BOTH OUR COUNTRIES. 
I AM PLEASED THAT YOUR MAJESTY'S ' POLICY OF FIRMNESS TOWARDS 
THE COMMUNIST-DOMINATED REBELS IN DHOFAR HAS HAD SUCCESS. 
THIS IS A TRIBUTE TO THE EFFICACY OF YOUR MILITARY STRATEGY 
-- FIRMNESSS TEMPERED WITH RESTRAINT AT THE APPROPRIATE 
TIME-~ AS WELL AS OF YOUR FOREIGN POLICY. I WISH YOUR MAJ
ESTY FURTHtR SUCCESS IN YOUR EFFORTS IN SUPPORT OF THE CIVIL 
DEVELOPMENT OF THAT REGION. 

AS YOUR MAJESTY POINTS our, THE CHALLENGES WHICH YOUR 
COUNTRY HAS FACED ARE A REFLECTION OF A BROADER PROBLEM 
WHICH AFFECTS THE REGION AS A WHOLE. MY ~OVERNMENT HAS 
MADE CLEAR THAT WE DO NOT ACCEPT THE ADVENTURISTIC ACTI
VITIES OF OUTSIDE POWERS TO ADVANCE THEIR PRESENCE AND 

--OP:. oiT --
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INFLUENCE. 

I APPRECIATE YOUR MAJESTY'S PERSPECTIVE ON THE SITUATION 
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. THE REMAINING SERIOUS PROBLEMS THERE 
OFFER SIMILAR TEMPTATIONS FOR THE SOVIET UNION ANO MAKE 
MORE URGENT THE NEEO FOR FINDING SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEMS 
OF RHODESIA, NAMIBIA ANO SOUTH AFRICA. MY GOVERNMENT HAS 
RECENTLY AFFIRMED OUR SUPPORT FOR SELF-DETERMINATION, 
MAJORITY RULE, EQUAL RIGHTS ANO HUMAN DIGNITY FOR ALL THE 
PEOPLES OF SOUTHF.RN AFRICA ANO OUTLINED A SERIES OF PRO~ 
POSALS TO SUPPOqT THIS POLICY. IT IS GROUNDED IN THE 
CONVICTION THAT NO OUTSIDE POWER SHOULD SEEK TO IMPOSE 
SOLUTIONS OR DIVIDE AFRICA INTO CONFRONTING BLOCS. NOR 
SHOULD A~BITIONS OF HEGEMONY BE ENCOURAGED. RATHER, 
AFRICAN UNITY ANO INTEGRITY SHOULD BE SUPPORTED. 

DEVELOPMENTS IN AFRICA AND THE ACTIVITIES OF THE SOVIET 
. UNION HAVE ALSO BEEN A FACTOR IN MY GOVERNMENT'S POSITION 

WITH REGARD TO OUR ROLE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN ANO THE AREAS 
BORDERING ON IT. IT IS CUR VIEW THAT RESTRAINT IN SOVIET 
MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN AND FORBEARANCE 
FROM ADVENTURISM GENERALLY ARE ESSENTIAL TO IMPROVING THE 
PROSPECiS FOR THE STABILITY OF THE REGION AS A WHOLE. 

I CAN ASSURE YOUR MAJESTY THAT THE UNITED STATES WILL CON
TINUE ITS FIRM STAND IN OPPOSITION TO SOVIET PRESSURE ANO 
EXPANSIONISM AND THAT WE WILL CONTINUE TO SEEK MODERATE 
SOVIET BEHAVIOR~ IN TURN, WE LOOK TO THE STATES OF THE 
REGIONS AFFECTED BY SUCH AMBITIONS, INCLUDING THE MIDDLE 
EAST, TO PROMOTE THEIR OWN SECURITY THROUGH REGIONAL CO
OPERATION AND WE ARE PREPARED TD WORK WITH THEM TO THIS 
END. I AM AWARE OF THE PARTICULAR EFFORT WHICH OMAN, UNDER 
YOUR LEADERSHIP, HAS HADE. THE SUCCESS WHICH HAS THUS FAR 
BEEN ACHIEVED DEMONSTRATES THE BENEFICIAL EFFORT OF 
REGIONAL COOPERATION. IN THIS CONTEXT1 I VERY MUCH AGREE 
WITH YOUR MAJESTY THAT WE MAINTAIN A DIALOGUE ON WAYS TO 
DEAL WITH PROBLEMS OF MUTUAL CONCERN IN YOUR AREA OF THE 
WORLD. 

BE ASSURED OF MY. HOPE THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN 
YOUR MAJESTY AND THE PEOPLE OF OMAN A FUTURE 
PEACE ANO SECURITY AS WELL AS GOOD FORTU~E· 
GERALD R. FORD. ENO TEXT. KISSINGER. . 
BT 

OMAN ANO THE 
BLESSED WITH 
SINCERELY, 

PSN:056642 PAGE 02 OF 02 TOR:l54/16:44Z DTG~021318Z JUN 76 
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1v FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
TO SULTAN QABOOS DATED MAY 29, 1976 IN RESPONSE TO THE 
SULTAN'S LETTER OF MARCH 28, 1gi6. SIGNED ORIGINAL HAS BEEN 
POUCHED BUi THE CHARGE MAY WISH TO FURNISH MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS WITH ADVANCE COPY Of TEXT. 

2~ SEGIN TEXT: YOUR MAJESTY; THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER 
REGARDING THE SITUATION IN YOUR AREA. RECALLING WITH 
PLEASURE OUR MEETING LAST YEAR, I CERT~INLV APPRECIATE THIS 
Oi-'PIJRTUNITY TO EXCHANGE VIEWS WITii you ON MATTERS OF CONCERN 
TO BOTH OUR COUNTRIES. 
I AM PLcASED THAT VOUR MAJESTY'S POLICY OF FIRMNESS TOWARDS 
THE COMMUNIST•OOMINATED REBELS lN OHOFAR HAS HAD SUCCESS. 
THIS IS A TRI~UTf TO THt EFFICACY OF YOUR MILITARY STRATEGY 

-
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·-· F!RMNESSS TEMPERED WITH RESTRAINT AT THE APPROPRIATE 
~- TIME•• AS WELL AS OF YOUR FOREIGN POLICY. I WISH YOUR MAJ• 
~JESTY FURTHER SUCCESS IN YOUR EFFOHTS !~ SUP~ORT OF THE CIVIL 
~L OE. VELOPMENT Or THAT REGION. 

) ~AS YOUR MAJESTV POINTS our, THE CHA~LENGES WHICH YOUR 
I COUNTRY HAS FACED ARE A REFLECTIO~ OF A BROADER PROBLEM 
I, WHICH AFFECTS THE REGION AS A WMOLE. My GOVERNMENT HAS 

·rr, ... MAD~ CLEAR THAT WE DO NOT ACCEPT THC: AnvENTURISTIC ACTX• l VITIF.S OF OUTS IO~ POWERS TO AOVANCE THEIR .PRESENCE' ANO 
.·'":\ I NF I.. U :: N CE 1 . · • • , 

f,, I APPR~CIATE VOUH MAJESTVtS PERSPECTIVE ON THE SITUATION 
'·-" IN SOUTHERN AFR l C • • THt: RF.MA IN I NG S!R IOUS PROBt.EMS THERE 

OFFER SIMILAR TEMPTATIONS FOR THE SOVIET 'UNION ANO MAK! 
,~;·1 MORE URG£NT THE NEED FON PlNOING &O~UTIONS TO THE PROBLEMS 
J ::1 OF RHODESIA, NA.Ml6?A ANO SOUTli AFRICA, My GOVERNMENT HAS ' . i RECENTLY AFFlHMEO OUR SUPPORT FOR SE~F•OETERM1NATION, /1; MAJORITY RULE, C.QUAI. R!GrtTS AND HUMAN ntGNITV FOR Al.L THE 

.
! A ~,1 PEOPLES OF SOUTML'!RN AFR l CA ANO OUTL. l NEn A SERIES OF PRO• 
~I POSALS TO SWPPO~T THIS POLICY, IT IS GROUNDED lN THE 
! ! ~i, CONVICTION THAT No OUTSIOt:: POWER SHOUl.O SEEK TO IMPOSE 
':-/ SOLIJT IONS OR 0 Iv IoE AFR I CA XNTO CONr~ONT ING BL.OCS. NOR 

l' 

i 'J SHO. ULD AMBITIONS OF HEGEMONY S.E ENCOURAGED, RATH~R, - . 
1 ! l AFRICAN UNITY ANO INTEGRI'fY SHOULD BE SUPPORTED, :-,1 
;~~, OEV~LOPMENTS IN AFRlCA ANO THE ACTIVITIES Or THE SOVIET 
'·~·,.:. UNIO"'l HAVE ALSO f:JEEN A FACTOR IN MY GOVERNMENTfS POSITION 

, WITH R~GARO TO OUR ROLE IN THE I~OIAN OCEAN ANO THE AREAS 
-~j BORO~MING ON IT, IT IS OUR VIEW THAT RESTRAINT IN SOVIET 

.; v~'J MILl TAqY UEPLOYMC:NTS IN THE lNOlAN OCEAN ANO FORBEARANCE 
~:\i FRON ADVENTURISM GENE~ALLY ARE ESSENTIAL TO IMPROVING TH! ; (i PROSPECTS FOR THf STABI~ITY OF THE HEGION AS A WHOL~, 

ttt 
f fJ 
• 

I CAN ASSURi YOUR MAJESTY THAT TH~ UNITED STATES ~ILL CON• 
TINUE !TS FIRM STANO IN OPPOSITION TO SOVIET PRESSURE AND 
EXPANSIONISM ANO THAT WE WILL CONTINUE TO S~EK MODERATE 
~OViET aeHAVIOR, IN TUHN, WE LOOK TO T~E STATES OF THE 
REGIONS AFFECTED BY SUCH AMSITIUNS, ?NCLUOXNG TH! MlOO~I 
!AST, TO PROMOTE THEIR OWN SECURITY THQQUGH REGIONAL CO• 

tHNFlDENtlAb · 
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OPERATION ANO we ARE PREPARED TO WORK WITH THEM TO THIS 
END. I AM AWARE OF THE PARTICULAR EFFORT WHICM OMAN, UNDER 
YOUR LEADERSHIP, HAS MADE. THE SUCCESS WHICH H~S THUS FAR 
BEEN ACHIEVED DEMONSTRATES THE BENEFlCtAL EFFORT OF 
REGIONAL COOPERATION. IN THIS CONTEXT, I VERY MUCH AGREE 
WITH YDUR MAJESTY THAT ~E MAINTAIN A DIALOGUE ON WAYS TO 
DEAL WITH PROBLEMS OF MUTUAL CONCERN IN YOUR AREA OF THE 
WORLD. 

BE ASSURED OF MY HOPE THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN OHAN •NO THE 
VOUR MAJESTY ANO THE PEOPLE OF OMAN 4 FUTURE BLESSED WITH . 
PEACE ANO SECURITY AS W~LL AS GOOD FORTUNE. SINCERELY, 
GERALO Ro FORD. ENO TEXT, KISSINGER 

r 1 
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1a USG HAS NO OBJECTION TO OMAN ACQUl !TIO OF C•131 
AIRCRAFT. ALTHOUG~ WE· ~OULD 8TRO~GLY P EfER THAT OMAN S!EK 
PU~CHASE THROUGH CO~H!RCIAL CH NNELtr WE CA NO BE ABSOLUT!• 
LV IURE THAT IT WILL BE POSSI8L TO DO SO UNDER PROPO D 
SECURt~Y • SISTANCE LEGISLATION, FOR TIM! BElNG1 SUG ! T 
OMANI GOVERNMENT CONTACTS NED C. RIDINGS, SAL!I MANAGi 
FOR AFRlCA ANO MIDDLE EAST, LOC~MEEO•GEORGIA COMPANY, 8 
sou H cos DRlV , MARIETTA, G~O GlA amee3. TEL!PHON!I 
~84~..,..~411 TEL~XI ~42142, LOCKHEED WOULD ~E A8L ADYIS! 
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SUBJECT: LETTER FR8M SULTAN QA830S TO PRE~IDENT FORD 
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-1 . S6A~CH QF FILES ~FINOS NO·RECORD-THkT COPY OF SULTAN•S 
-~ETT~R OF MARCH 28 TO THE PRESIDENT WAS POUCHED TO YOU. 
T~XT OF LET~ER FOLLOWS: ' . . . - . 

2. 13EGIN TEX-T.: 1-T HAS 8EEN 1JUS·T OVER OltE YEAR SINCE WE 
. E'NJOYE D OUR -F I'Rs 1 'vr S· IT TO THC UNfTED :ST A:TES; A s HORT BUT 
·.sA'r1·s.i=v1NG EXPERIENC~· WH.I-CH .GA.VE us THE OPPORTUNITY OF 
''MEET. ING YOU AND YOUR SENIOR G.F.:Fl-CIALS I NVO LV ED l ~l FOREIGN 
~f~FA:JRS. S. INCE ·THA·T ... y,Jt.tE \~E HAVE NA.TURA4LV FOLLOWED 
AME![I-C.A'N .POL.'!-C.V W.J.TH A Pt:RSO~~l ·INTEREST J3ASEO UPON OUR 
NEW ,\PPR&Cl:_.6.;T/DN OF YOUR GRE:AT ..coµNTRY •• 

IN OUR 0\-/N rCOUNTRY ~ANY CHANG€$ HAVE !JC-CURRED AND IT IS 
)NOW MUC,H S-T~n·N~ER, A~O MORE S·S'f-liLED THAN JcT WAS AT THE TIME 
Qf OUR MEET- It-+G,. rTHf M-OS.T -IMPG~.TAN-T .-C.HANGE., AS YOU ARE 
UNDOUBTEDLY' AWARE,, .I·S OUR SU-CC·.&.S·S:fUL ;~DNDLUS ION OF THE 

:FORE-I-(;N-SIJP-PORT EO R'.1=-8ELL IOt-J JN ·OHQFAR ,AFTER TEN YEARS OF 
S..TRUGGLE1 WH.I-CH DlVE-RTED N.A-~(I!JNAL RESOURCES FROM DEVELDP-
k'EN-T- PRO.JECTS I NTO MJ Ll-TARY .P:ROJECTS. ·1THANKS BE TO GOO, 

• > • • ~ 

MQ.S-rT -OF -THE ·REBELS _$~.W THE :ERROR OF THE:IR WAYS AND MOST OF 
ir:H~·M,, 50ME ONE r)mU:SANO FOUR .HyNDRE-0., DEFECTED VOLUNTARILY 
f,R-OM .;T_HE :EN_Et-\Y 8..E:FORE -;THE f;I ~,At_L Mil~lil TAR;'!f \V;lCTORY . 

.'i.111 I 1..3 

0 
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WE HAVE CHOSEN TD MCNT I ON OU~ OWN MODEST SUCCESSES BECAUSE 
WE BELICVE THAT THEY HAV F A BEARING UPON ONE OF THE 
PRORLEMS WHICH HAS 9EEN PLAGUING AMERICA N POLICY-MAKERS 
RECENTLY . THAT PRORLEH IS THE SUPP OR T OF NA TIONAL LEF TIST 
GUE RILLAS BY A CDHBI NA TI GN OF MATERIAL SUPP RT FROM THE 
SOVI ET U"IION, MIL IT A~ Y SUPP OR T FRO~ CUBA, T ,f USE OF 
SAFE-HAV S:NS FOR THE~E GU ER ILLAS OFF~RED BY ~ IGHBOURJNG 
MARXIST-ORIENTED STATES AND THE WOR LD- WI DE DISSEMINATION 
OF SOVI ET-I NSPI VE D PRO PAGA NDA . THE LAT EST CASE IN POINT, 
AND THE ONE THAT HAS DRA ~N WOR LD-WI DE ATTE NTIO N, HAS BEEN 
THE INTS:RVENTID tl OF OTHER STATES IN THE I NTERNAL AFFAIRS 
OF ANG OLA. 

AS YOU ARE AWARE FR OM OU~ DISCUSSION AT THE WHITE HOUSE 
I N JANUARY 1975, ANG OLA IS NOT THE ~IRST CAS E OF THIS KIND. 
FOR AT LEAST SEVEN YEARS OF THE TE N-YEA R ST RU GGLE I N 
DHOFAR, TH E SOVIET U~ I ON ASSIST~D THE DH OFA R REBELS WITH 
ARMS AND MIL ITA RY T~AINJI G, EITHER DIRECTLY OR THROUGH 
THE ASSISTA NCE nF THE NEIGHBOUR I NG STATE, T H~ PEOPLE•S 
DEMOCRATIC REPU LIC OF YENEN . IN RECENT YE AR S THE R~BELS 
WERE ASSISTCO WITH ~ ILIT AR Y TRAINING BY cua A~ PERSONNEL. 
UNLIKE THE CASE OF ~NGDLA , CUBAN ADVISE~S DID Nor, AS FAR 
AS WE KNOW , ACTUALLY TAK E PART I N TH E FIGHT! jG. 

OMAN, TH~REF8RE, rs QUITE FA MILIAR WITH THE SOVIET/CUBAN 
COM9INATIO N, AND THIS c n~B INATION HjS CREATED SOME UNEASE; 
NOT JUST DURING TH E CO ~FLICT ITSELF. WE HAVE LONG 
REGARDED ThE GR OW I NG PR ESE NCE I N THE AREA OF THE SOVIET 
UNI ON WITH C~NC E RN, NOTING THE POSITION THAT IT HA S 
ACQUIREQ WITH RESPECT TO EAST AND SOUTHERN AFRICA , THE 
NAVAL PRES ENCE JN THE I ND IA N OCfAN, ITS GRO ~ JNG INFLUENCE 
AROUND THE PERIPHERY OF THAT OCEAN, AND THE FAILURE OF 
AREA STATES TD TAKE ORGAN IS ED ACTIO N TO COU ~TER THIS 
GROWING INFLUENCE. 

WE THEREFORE AR~ HEARTE NE D BY THE FIR~ POSITION TAK EN 
BOTH BY YOU, MR. PRES ID E r, AND SOME OF YOU R RESPONS I BLE 
OFFICERS I N STATEME NTS ~A DE R~ CE NTLY ON THE SUBJECT OF 
FOREIG N INTERVE NTION I N THE I NTCRNA L AFFAIRS OF OTHER 
STATES. ALTHOU GH OUR OWN FIGHTING IS OVER' WE CONTINUE. 
TO VIEH WITH AL RM THE SPREAD OF SIMILAR SITUATIONS. WE 
APPRECIATE THE FACT THAT SO LONG AS A FAVOURABLE CLI MA TE 
FOR INT ERFERENCE EXISTS, ARMED VIOLENCE WILL CONTINUE TO 
PLAGUE OUR AREA. 

OM AN IS AN OLD AND PROUD COUNTRY WITH ITS OWN TRADITIONS 
OF CIVILISATION, NAVAL AND MILITARY PROWESS; T~ADITIONS 
WHICH A~E ONCE vQ RE EMERG I NG HITH THE REBIRTH OF ITS 
PEOPLE . WE ARE PROUD OF OUR VICTORY IN OHOFAR, PRIMARILY 
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BECAUSE IT WAS ACH I FVED BY THE RETURN OF TH E REBELS TD 
THE SUPPORT OF THEIP ow~ PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT RATHER 
THAN BY ~ASS IVE SLAUGHT•R I N BATTLE. THE FEW REBELS WHO 
REMAIN ARE FOR THE MOST PART CONVINCED COMMUN IST REVOLU
TIONARIES, HARB~URING WHEREVER THEY CAN FIND SHELTER 
ANO HAVING NO POPULAR SUPPORT . 

OMAN, HOWEVER, PE COG NIS ES THAT THE THREAT FR OM REVOLUTION, 
PROMOTED BY FOR~IGN STAT·S ANO I NSPIRED BY MARX IST 
IDE OLOGIES AND PROPAGANDA, STILL EXISTS AND WILL RE~AIN 
CONSTANT. WE ARE PARTICULARLY CONCERNED TH AT THE PEOPLES 
OF SOUTHERN AFRICA, WHAT VER THEIR ~THNIC ORIGINS, SHOULD 
BE ALLOWED TO DFVELOP THEIR OWN FORM OF GOVERNMENT, 
WITHOUT THE INFLU ENCE OF TERROR IN SUPPORT OF THE SOVIET 
UNION'S EXPANSl_N IST POLICY . SUPPORTED BY THE GREAT 
MA J OR ITY OF THE OMAN! PEOP LE, WE RE~AIN RF.SISTANT TO 
THESE THREATS . 

AT THE SAME TIMF WE APPLAUD EFFORTS MADE BY MORE POWERFUL 
AND MORE INFLUE~T IAL STATES TO CO MBA T THE SAME TENDE NCIES 
IN WORLD AFFAIRS, PARTICULARLY THOSE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN 
AREA, WHERE OUR FUTU RE MUS T TO SOME EXTENT Bf INVOLVED. 
WE HOPE THAT YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, ANO THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT' WILL NOT FORGET O~AN 1 S ROLE IN COMBATTING A 
COMMON ENEMY IN THE DAYS TO COME AND THAT OUR TWO NATIONS 
WILL REMAIN 80U~D BY THE SA ME TIES OF CO MMON I NTERESTS IN 
THE RIGHT OF SELF -DETER rlNAT ION WITH OU T FOR EIGN INTER
FERENCE. WE HOPE THAT WE CA N CONTI NUE TO MAINTAIN A 
DIALOGUE ON SUBJECTS OF MUTUA L CONCERN IN THIS AREA. 

WE WISH YOU, YOUR FAMILY AND THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITEO 
STATES, EVERY SUCCESS A1 1D GOOD FORTU NE IN THIS YEAR AND 
THE YEARS AHEAD . QABODS BIN SAID1 SULTAN OF OMAN. END 
OF TEXT. KISSINGER 
BT 
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