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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

':PeP SBCRE'f/NODIS/FRD February 8, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 
The Deputy Secretary of State 
The Deputy Secretary of Defense 
The Deputy Secretary of Treasury 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

SUBJECT: Korea: 1) Diplomatic Initiatives: NSSM 190 

IS 

2) U.S. Force Deployments 
3) Analysis of a Possible Change in 

the Role of the Army Division in 
Korea: Follow-on to NSSM 171 

Attached til a paper on Diplomatic Initiatives in Korea, prepared by 
the Interdepartmental Group for East Asia in response to NSSM 190. 
This paper will form the basis for discussion at the Senior Review 
Group meeting on Friday, February 15, at 10:00 a.m. 

Also attached are: 

--a paper on U.S. Force Deployments in Korea, prepared by the 
Department of ?tate; 

--an Analysis of the Role of the Army Division in Korea, prepared 
by the Department of Defense as a follow-on to NSSM 171; and 

... a paper on the Political and Diplomatic Implications of a Change 
in the Role of the Army Division, prepared by the Department of State 
as a follow-on to NSSM 171. 

These three papers will also be raised during the February 15 SRG 
meeting. 

DECl.J\88tAED 
E.O. 1~ tat. c~) SEC 3.3 

NS~~emo, 3tro/C6, s. te1e oep~rdennes 
By ~----NARA. Date \ I~ I I 

Je~ Davis 
Staff Secretary 
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UNCLl\SSIFIF.D 

ANNEX C 
' 

Resolution of the UN Securitv Council Callinq for the 
Establishr:)ent of a Unified con1ril.anci for Ul:J Forces in 

· Korea, July 7, l95 

The Security Council 

Having determined that the armed attack upon the Republic 

of Korea by forces from North Korea constitutes a breach of 

the. peace, 

Having recommenced that !-~embers of the United Nations 

furnish such assistance to the Republic of Korea as may be 

necessary to repel the armed attack and to resto!a inter-

nntional peace and security in the area, 

1 . Nelcomes the prompt and vigorous support ,,,hich 

govern!':lents and peoples of the United Nations have given 

to its Resolutions of 25 and 27 J.une 1950 to assist the 

Republic of Korea in defending itself against armed attack 

and thus to restore international peace and security in the 

area; 

2. Notes that :t-1embers of the United Nations have trans-

mitted to the United Nations offers o f assistance for the 

Republic of Korea; / 

3. Recomrnends the1 t all t.~embers providing military 

forces and other assistance pursuant to the aforesaid 

Security Council resolutions m~~e such forces and other 

UNC!,ASSIFIED 
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assistance available to a unified co!T'rnc:md under the 

United States; 

Ammx c 
PAGE 2 

4 . Requests the United States to designate the com-

mander of such forces; 

5 . Authorizes the unified command at its discretion to 

use the United Nations flag in the course of operations 

against North Korean forces concurrently with the flags of 

the various nations participating; 

6. Requests the United States to p:r:oyide the Sect:ri ty 

Council '·lith reports as appropriate on the course of action 

taken under the unified corr®and . 

. UNCLASSIFIED 

\ 
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ANNEX D 

l\IILITAH Y AR~IISTICE IN KOllEA -·-· 
AND 

TEMPOHARY SUPPLEl\IENTARY AGREEMENT 

• Signed at Panmurijom, Korea, 
July 27, 1953 

• Entered into force July 27, 1953 
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[Literal print) 

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Got>emment Printing Office 
Jf?ashington 25, D.C. : Price 35 cents 
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ARMISTICE AGREEMENT 

VOLUME I 

Text of Agreement 



AGREEl\IENT BETWEEN THE C01DfANDER-IN-CHIEF, 

UNITED NATIONS CO?.DIAND, ON THE ONE HAND, AND 

THE SUPREliiE C01E\IANDEn OF THE KOREAN PEOPLE'S 

AUi\lY AND THE CO:\lliiANDER OF THE CHINESE 

PEOPLE'S VOLUNTEERS, ON THE OTHER HAND, 

CONCERNING A MILITARY ARMISTICE IN KOREA 

PREAMBLE 

The undersigned, the Commander-in-Chief, United Nations 

Command, on the one hand, and the Supreme Commander of the 

Korean People's Army and the Commander of the Chinese 

People's Volunteers, on the other hand, in the interest of stopping 

the Korean conflict, with its great toll of suffering and bloodshed 

on both sides, and with the objective of establishing an armistice 

which will insure a complete cessation of hostilities and of all 

acts of armed force in Korea until a final peaceful settlement 

is achieved, do individually, collectively, and mutually agree to 

accept and to be bound and governed by the conditions and 

terms of armistice set forth in the following Articles and 

Paragraphs, which said conditions and terms are intended to 

be purely military in character and to pertain solely to the 

belligerents in Korea. 

(3) 
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ARTICLE I 

MILITARY DEMARCATION LINE AND 

DE.l\liLI'l'AHIZED ZO:r\E 

1. A Military Demarcation Line shall be fixed and both 
sides shall withdraw two (2) kilometers from this line so as 

to establish a Demilitarized Zone between the opposing forces. 
A Demilitarized Zone shall be established as a buffer zone to 
prevent the occurrence of incidents which might lead to a 
resumption of hostilities. 

2. The Military Demarcation Line is located as indicated 
on the attached map (Map 1). !'I 

3. The Demilitarized Zone is defined by a northern and a 

southern boundary as indicated on the attached map (Map I)f'l 

4. The Military Demarcation Line shall be plainly marked 

as directed by the Military Armistice Commission hereinafter 

established. The Corr.manders of the opposing sides shall have 

suitable marlwrs erected along the boundary between the 
Demilitarized Zone and their respective areas. The Military 
Armistice Commission shall supervise the erection of all 
markers placed along the l\1ilitary Demarcation Line and along 

the boundaries·of the Demilitarized Zone. 

5. The waters of the Han River Estuary shall be open to 

civil shipping of both sides wherever one bank is controlled by 

one side and the other bank is controlled by the other side. The 
Military Armistice Commission shall prescribe rules for the 
shipping in that part of the Han River Estuary indicated on 
the attached map (l\1ap 2). f'J Civil shipping of each side shall 

have unrestricted access to the land under the military control 
of that side. 

6. Neither side shall execute any hostile act within, from, 
or against the Demilitarized Zone. 

7. No person, military or civilian, shall be permitted 
to cross the Military Demarcation Line unless specifically 

authorized to do so by the l\Iilitary Armistice Commission. 

J The original~ of the~e map:>, lar11:e-scalc in size, are deposited with the signed 
original Agreement iu the archives of the Department of State where they are 
available for reference. 
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8. No pcr:oon, milit::u-y or ch·ilian, in the Demilitarized Zunc 

shall be permitted to enter the tenitory under the military 
control of either side unless specifically authorized to do so by 
the Commander intD whose tcnitDry entry is sought. 

9. No person, military or civilian, shall be permitted to enter 
the Demilitarized Zone except persons concerned with the 
conduct of civil administration and relief and persons 
specifically authorized to enter by the Military Armistice 
Commission. 

10. Civil administration and relief in that part of the 
Demilitarized Zone which is south of the Military Demarcation 
Line shall be the responsibility of the Commander-in-Chief, 

United Nations Command; and civil admlnistration and relief 
in that part of the Demilitarized Zone which is north of the 
Military Demarcation Line shall be the joint responsibility of 
the Supreme Commander of ·the Korean People's Army and :he 

Commander of the Chinese People's Volunteers. The number 
of persons, military or civilian, from each side who are 
permitted tD enter the Demilit:l:rized Zone for the conduct of 
civil administration and relief shall be as determined by the 
respective Commanders, but in no case shall the total num·oer 
authorized by either side exceed one thousand (1,000) persons 
at any one time. The number of civil police and the arms to 

be carried by them shall be a.s prescribed by the l\fiiitary 
Armistice Commission. Other personnel shall not carry arms 
unless specifically authorized to do so by the Military Armistice 
Commission. 

11. Nothing contained in this Article shall be construed to 
prevent the complete freedom o! movement to, from, and within 

the Demilitarized Zone by the ::llilitary Armistice Commission, its 

assistants, its Joint Observer Teams with their assistants, the 
Neutral Nations Supervisory Cn;nmission hereinafter established, 

its assistants, its Neutral Nations Inspection Teams with their 

assistants, and of any other persons, materials, and equipment 

specifically authorized to enter the Demilitarized Zone by the 
Military Armistice Commission.· Convenience of movement shall 

be permitted through the territory under the military control of 

38566 0 - 53 - 2 
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either side over ~my route necesgary to move between points 

within the D.:!militarized Zone where such points are not 
connected by roads lying completely within the Demilitarized 

Zone. 

ARTICLE II 

CONCRETE ARRANGE:\IENTS FOR CEASE-FIRE 

AND ARMISTICE 

A. GENERAL 

12. The Commandet·s of the opposing sides shall order 

and enforce a complete cessation of all hostilities in Korea by 

all armed forces under their control, including all units and 
personnel of the ground, naval, and air forces, effective twelve 

(12) hours after this Armistice Agreement is signed. (See 
Paragraph 63 hereof for effective date and hour of the 

remaining provisions of this Armistice Agreement.) 

13. In order to insure the stability of the Military Armistice 

so as to facilitate the attainment of a peaceful settlement through 

the holding by both sides of a political conference of a higher 

level, the Commanders of t.he opposing sides shall: 

a. Within seventy-two (72) hours after this 

Armistice Agreement becomes effect.ive, withdraw all of their 

military forces, supplies, and equipment from the 

Demilitarized Zone except as otherwise provided herein. All 
demolitions, minefields, wire entanglements, and other hazards 

to the safe movement of personnel of the Military Armistice 

Commission or its Joint Observer Teams, known to exist 

within the Demilitarized Zone after the withdrawal of military 

forces therefrom, together with lanes known to be free of all 
such hazards, shall be reported to the Military Armistice 

Commission by the Commander of the side whose forces 

emplaced such hazards. Subsequently, additional safe lanes 

shall be cleared; and eventually, within forty-five (45) days 

after the termination of the seventy-two (72) hour period, all 
such hazards shall be removed from the Demilitarized Zone as 
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directed by and under the supervi!>-ion of the Military Armistice 

Commission. At the termination of the sewnty-two (72) hour 
period, except for unarmed troops authorized a forty-five ( 45) 
day period to complete salvage operations under l\Iilitary 
Armistice Commission supervision, such units of a police nature 
as may be specifically requested by the Military. Armistice 
Commission and agreed to by the Commanders of the opposing 
sides, and personnel authorized under Paragraphs 10 and 11 
hereof, no personnel of either side shall be permitted to enter 
the Demilitarized Zone. 

b. Within ten (10) days after this Armistice Agreement 
becomes effective, withdraw all of their military forces, supplies, 
and equipment from the rear and the coastal islands and waters 
of Korea of the other side. If such military forces are not 
withdrawn within the stated time limit, and there is no mutually 
agreed and valid reason for the delay, the other side shall have 

the right to take any action which it deems necessary for the 
maintenance of security and order. The term "coastal islands", as 
used above, refers to those islands which, though occupied by one 
side at the time when this Armistice Agreement becom<!s 
effective, were controlled by the other side on 24 June 195•:>; 
provided, however, that all the islands lying to the north and 
west of the provincial boundary line between HW ANGHAE-DO 
and KYONGG!-DO shall be unrlcr the military cont1·ol cf the 
Supreme Commander of the Korean People's Army and 
the Commander of the Chinese People's Volunteers, except the 
island groups of PAENGYONG-DO (37°58'N, 124"40'E), 
TAECHONG-DO (37.50'N, 124°42'E), SOCHONG-DO 
(37"46'N, 124.46'E), YONPYONG-DO (37"38'N, 125"40'E), 
and U-DO (37"36'N, 125°58'E), which shall remain under the 
military control of the Commander-in-Chief, United Nations 
Command. All the islands on the west coast of Korea lying south 
of the above-mentioned boundary line shall remain under the 
military control of the Commander-in-Chief, United Nations 
Command. (See Map 3.) l'l 

c. Cease the introduction into Korea of reinforcing 
military personnel; provided, however, that the rotation of units 
and personnel, the arrival in Korea of personnel on a temporary 

a Sec footnote 1, ante, p. 4. 
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duty basis, and the return to Korea of personnel after short 

periods of leave or temporary duty outside of Korea shall be 
permitted within the sc(lpe prescribed below. "Rotation" is 

defined as the replacement of units or personnel by other units 

or personnel who are commencing a tour of duty in Korea. 

Rotation personnel shall be introduced into and evacuated from 

Korea only through the ports of entry enumerated in Paragraph 
43 hereof. Rotation shall be conducted on a man-for-man basis; 

provided, however, that no more than thirty-five thousand 

(35,000) persons in the military service shall be admitted into 

Korea by either side in any calendar month under the rotation 

policy. No military personnel of either side shall be introduced 
into Korea if the introduction of such personnel will cause the 

aggregate of the military personnel of that side admitted into 

Korea since the effective date of this Armistice Agreement to 

exceed the cumulative total of· the military personnel of that 

side who have dl!parted from Korea since that (late. 
Reports concerning arrivals in and departures from Korea 

of military personnel shall be made daily to the Military 

Armistice Commission and the Neutral Nations Supervisory 

Commission; such reports shall include places of arrival 

and departure and the number of persons arriving at 
or departing from each such place. The Neutral Nations 

Sl.lpcn·iso~·y CollUUission, Uu:ou.gh its N eutrai Nations inspection 

Teams, shall conduct supervision and inspection of the rotation 

of units and personnel authorized above, at the ports of entry 

enumerated in Paragraph 43 hereof. 

d. Cease the introtluction into Korea of reinforcing 

combat aircraft, armored vehicles, weapons, and ammunition; 

provided, however, that combat aircraft, armored vehicles, 

weapons, and ammunition which are destroyed, damaged, worn 

out, or used up during the period of the armistice may be 
replaced on the basis of piece-for-piece of the same effectiveness 

and the same type. Such combat aircraft, armored vehicles, 

weapons, and ammunition shall be introduced into Korea only 

through the ports of entry enumerated in Paragraph 43 hereof. 

In order to justify the requirement for combat aircraft, armored 

vehicles, weapons, and ammunition to ·be introduced into Korea 
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for replacement purp0ses, reports concerning every incoming 
shipment of these items shall be m3dc to the Military Armh;tice 
Commission and the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission; 
such reports shall include statements regarding the disposition 
of the items being replaced. Items to be replaced which are 
removed from Korea shall be removed only through the ports of 
entry enumerated in Paragraph 43 hereof. The Neutral Nations 
Supenisory Commission, through its Neutral Nations Inspection 
Teams, shall conduct supenision and inspection of the 
replacement of combat aircraft, armored vehicles, weapons, and 
ammunition authorized above, at the ports of entry enumerated 
in Paragraph 43 hereof. 

e. Insure that personnel of their respective commands 
who violate any of the provisions of this Armistice Agreement 
are adequately punished. 

f. In those cases whei-e places of burial are a matter of 
record and graves are actually found to exist, permit graves 
registration personnel of the other side to enter, within a 
definite time limit after this Armistice Agreement becomes 
effective, the territory of Korea under their military control, for 
the purpose of proceeding to such graves to recover and evacuate 
the bodies of the deceased military personnel of that side, 
including deceased prisoners of war. The specific procedures 
and the time limit for the perf-ormance of the above task shail 
be determined by the Military Armistice Commission. The 
Commanders of the opposing sides shall furnish to the other 
side all available information pertaining to the places of burial 
of the deceased military personnel of the other side. 

g. Afford full protection and all possible assistance 
and cooperation to the Military Armistice Commission, its 
Joint Observer Teams, the Neutral Nations Supervisory 
Commission, and its Neutral Nations Inspection Teams, in the 
carrying out of their functions and responsibilities hereinafter 
assigned; and accord t~ tht Neutral Nations Supenisory 
Commission, and to its Neutral Nations Inspection Teams, full 
convenience of movement between the headquPrters of the 
Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission and the ports of 
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entry enumerated in Paragrar-!1. 43 h<'reof over main lines or 
communication ag-rct>d upon by lYJlh sides (See Map 4)~'l and 
between the h<:adquarters of tf:.e Neutral Nations Supervisory 
Commission and the places wh.:re violations of this Armistice 
Agreement have been reported to have occurred. In order to 

prevent unnecessary delays, tire use of alternate routes and 
means of transportation will b!!' permitted whenever the main 
lines of communication are clos.::i! or impassable. 

h. Provide such logistic support, including 
communications and transportation facilities, as may be 
required by the Military Armistke Commission and the Neutral 
Nations Supervisory Commission and their Teams. 

i. Each construct, operate, and maintain a suitable 
airfield in their respective part. of the Demilitat·ized Zone in 
the vicinity of the headquarters of the Military Armistice 
Commission, for such uses as t'he Commission may determine. 

j. Insure that all members and other personnel of 
the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission and of the Neutral 
Nations Repatriation Commissio:m hereinafter established shall 
enjoy the freedom and facilities meessary for the proper exercise 
of their functions, including privileges, treatment, and 
immunities equivalent to those ordinarily enjoyed by accredited 
diplomatic personnel under intenaational usage. 

14. This Armistice Agreement shall apply to all opposing 
ground forces under the military control of either side, which 
ground forces shall respect the DEmilitarized Zone and the area 
of Korea under the military control of the opposing side. 

15. This Armistice Agreememt shall apply to all opposing 
naval forces, which naval forces shall respect the waters 
contiguous to the Demilitarized ZA!ne and to the land area of 
Korea under the military control <01! the opposing side, and shall 
not engage in blockade of any kind of Korea. 

16. This Armistice Agreement shall apply to all opposing 
air forces, which air forces shall respect the air space over the 
Demilitarized Zone and over the are-a of Korea under the military 
control of the opposing side, and over the waters contiguous to 
both. 

I Sec footnote 1, arue, p. 4. 
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17. Responsibility for compliance with and enforcement of 

the terms and provi:sioRs of this Armistice Agreement is that of 
the signatoric.i het·eto and their successors in command. The 
Commanders of the opposing sides shall establish within their 
respective commands all measures and procedures necessary to 

insure complete compliance with all of the provisions hereof by 

all elements of their commands. They shall actively cooperate 
with one another and with the Military Armistice Commission 
and the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission in requiring 
observance of both the letter and the spirit of all of the provisions 
of this Armistice Agreement. 

18. The costs of the operations of the Military Armistice 
Commission and of the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission 
and of their Teams shall be shared equally by the two opposing 
sides. 

B. MILITARY ARMISTICE COMMISSION 

1. COl\1POSITION 

19. A Military Armistice Commission is hereby establi.;hed. 

20. The Military Armistice Commission shall be composed of 
ten (10) senior officers, five (5) of whom shall be appointed by 

the Commander-in-Chief, United Nations C-ommand, and five 
(5) of whom shall be appointed jointly by the Supreme 

Commander of the Korean People's Army and the Commander 
of the Chinese People's Volunteers. Of the ten members, three 
(3) from each side shall be of general or flag rank. The two (2) 
remaining members on each side may be major generals, 

brigadier generals, colonels, or their equivalents. 

21. Members of the Military Armistice Commission shall be 

permitted to use staff assistants as required. 

22. The Military Armistice Commission shall be provided 

with the necessary administrative personnel to establish a 
Secretariat charged with assisting the Commission by 
performing record-keeping, SCCl;etariaJ, interpreting, and such 

other functions as the Commission may assign to it. Each side 

) 
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shall appoint to the Secretariat a Secretary and an Assist~nt 
Secretary and such clerical and speeializcd personnel as requited 
by the Secretariat. Records shall be kept in English, Korean, 
and Chinese, all of which shall be equally authf!ntic . 

23. a. The .Military Armistice Commission shall be initially 
provided \\ith and assisted by ten (10) Joint Observer Teams, 
which number may be reduced by agreement of the senior 
members of both sides on the Military Armistice Commission. 

b. Each Joint Observer Team shall be composed of not 
less than four (4) nor more than six (6) officers of field grade, 
half of whom shall be appointed by the Commander-in-Chief, 
United NatioLs Command, and half of whom shall be appointed 
jointly by the Supreme Commander of the Korean People's Army 
and the Commander of the Chinese People's Volunteers. 
Additional personnel such as drivers, clerks, and interpreters 

· shall be furnished by each side as required for the functioning 
of the Joint Observer ~reams. 

2. .FUNCTIONS AND AUTHORITY 

24. The general mission of the Military Armistice 
Commission shall be to supervise the implementation of this 
Armistice Agreement and to settle through negotiations any 
violations of this Armistice Agreement. 

25. The Military Armistice Commission shall: 

a. Locate its headquarters in the vicinity of 
PANMUNJOM (37°57'29"N, 126°40'00"E). The Military 
Armistice Commission may re-locate its headquarters at another 
point within the Demilitarized Zone by agreement of the senior 
members of both sides on the Commission. 

b. Operate as a joint organization wit!lout a chairman. 

c. Adopt such rules of procedure as it may, from time 
to time, deem necessary. 

d. Supervise the carrying out of the provisions of this 
Armistice Agreement pertaining to the Demilitarized Zone and 
to the Han River Estuary. 

• .. 
.. 6 
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e. Direct the operations of the Joint Observer Teams. 

f. Settle through ~gotiationti any violations of this 
Armistice Agreement. 

g. Transmit immediately to the Commanders of the 
opposing sides all reports of investigations of violations of this 
Armistice Agreement and all other reports and records of 
proceedings received from the Neutral Nations Supervisory 
Commission. 

h. Give general supervision and direction to the 
activities of the Committee for Repatriation of Prisoners of 
War and the Committee for Assisting the Return of Displaced 
Civili~ns, hereinafter established. 

i. Act as an intermediary in transmitting 
communications between the Commanders of the opposing sides; 
provided, however, that the foregoing shall not be construed to 

preclude the Commanders of both sides from communicating 
with each other by any other means which they may desire to 
employ. 

j. Provide credentials and distinctive insignia for its 
staff and its Joint Observer Teams, and a distinctive marking for 
all vehicles, aircraft, and vessels, used in the performance of its 
mission. 

·26. The mission of the Joint Observer Teams shall be to 
assist the Military Armistice Commission in supervising the 
carr}ing out of the provisions of this Armistice Agreement 
pertaining to the Demilitarized Zone and to the Han River 
Estuary. 

27. The Military Armistice Commission, or the senior 
member of either side thereof, is authorized to dispatch Joint 
Observer Teams to investigate violations of this Armistice 
Agreement reported to have occurred in the Demilitarized Zone 
or in the Han River Estuary; provided, however, that not more • 
than one half of the Joint Observer Teams which have not been 
dispatched by the Military Armistice Commission may be 
dispatched at any one time by the senior member of either side 
on the Commission. 

3BSG6 0 • ~3 • 3 
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28. The Military Armistice Commission, or the senior 
member of either side thereof, is authorized to request the 
Neutral Nations Supt>rvisory Commission to conduct special 
observations and inspections at place:> out::;ide the Demilit:triz-cd 
Zone where violations of this Armistice Agreement have been 
reported to have occurred. 

29. When the Military Armistice Commission determines 
that a violation of this Armistice Agreement has occurred, it shall 

immediately report such violation to the Commanders of the 
opposing sides. 

30. When the Military Armistice Commission determines that 
a violation of this Armistice Agreement has been corrected to its 

satisfaction, it shall so report to the Commanders of the opposing 

sides. 

3. GENERAL 

31. The Military Armistice Com~ission shall meet daily. 
Recesses of not to exceed seven (7) days may be agreed upon by 
the senior members of both sides; provided, that such recesses 
may be terminated on twenty-four (24) hour notice by the 
senior member of either side. 

32. Copies of the record of the proceedings of all meetings of 
the Military Armistice Commission shall be forwarded to the 

Commanders of the opposing sides as soon as possible after each 
meeting. 

33. The Joint Observer Teams shall make periodic reports 
to the Military Armistice Commission as required by the 
Commission and, in addition, shall make such special reports as 
may be deemed necessary by them, or as may be required by 

• the Commission. 

34. The Military Armistice Commission shall maintain 
duplicate files of the reports and r~cords of proceedings required 
by this Armistice Agreement. The Commission is authorized to 
maintain duplicate files of such other reports, records, etc., as 

() 
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may be nece~::;ary in the conduct of its business. Upon eventual . 
dissolution of the Commission, one set of the above files sh:1ll 
be turned over to each side . 

35. The Military Armistice Commission may make 
recommendations to the Commanders of the opposing side.s with 
respect to amendments or additions to this Armistice Agreement, 
Such recommended changes should generally be those designed 
to insure a more effective armistice. 

C. NEUTRAL NATIONS SUPERVISORY COMMISSION 

1. COl\IPOSITION 

36. A Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission is hereby 
established. 

37. The Neutral Nations Supervi~ry Commission shall be 
composed of four (4) senior officers, two (2) of whom shall be 
appointed by net:tral nations nominated by the Commander-in­
Chief, United ~ations Command, namely, SWEDEN and 
SWITZERLAND, and two (2) of whom shall be appointed by 
neutral na:ions nominated joi~tly by the Supreme Commander 
of the Korean People's Army and the Commander of the 
Chinese People's Volunteers, namely, POLAND and 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA. The term "neutral nations" as herein 
used is defined as those nations whose combatant forces have 
not participated in the hostilities in Korea. Members appointed to 
the Commission may be from the armed forces of the appointing 
nations. Each member shall designate an alternate member to 
attend those meetings which for any reason the principal 
member is unable to attend. Such alternate members shall be 
of the same nationality as their principals. The Neutral Nations 
Supervisory Commission may take action whenever the number 
of members present from the neutral nations nominated by one 
side is equal to the number of members present from the neutral 
nations nominated by the other side. 

38. Members of the Neutral Nations Supervisory 
Commission shall be permitted to use staff assistants furnished 
by the neutral nations as 1·equired. These staff assistants may 
be appointed as alternate members of the Commission. 

·') 
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39. The neutral nations shall be requested to fut·nish the 
Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission with the necessary 
administrative personnel to establish a Secret:J.riat charged with 
assisting the Commission by performing necessary record­
keeping, secretarial, interpreting, and such other functions as 
the Commission may assign to it. 

40. a. The Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission shall 
be initially provided with, and assisted by, twenty (20) Neutral 
Nations Inspection Teams, which number may be reduced by 
agreement of the senior members of both sides on the Military 
Annistice Commission. The Neutral Nations Inspection Teams 
shall be responsible to, shall report to, and shall be subject to the 
direction of, the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission only. 

b. Each Neutral Nations Inspection Team shall be 
composed of not less than four (4) officers, preferably of field 
grade, half of whom shall be from the neutral nations nominated 
by the Commander-in-Chief, United Nations Command, and 
half of whom Ehall be from the neutral nations nominated 
jointly by the Supreme Commander of the Korean People's Army 
and the Commander of the Chinese People's Volunteers. 
Members appointed to the Neutral Nations Inspection Teams 
may be from the armed forces of the appointing nations. In 
order to facilitate the functioning cf the Te.ams, sub-teams 
co~posed of not less than two (2) members, one of whom shall 
be from a neutral nation nominated by the Commander-in-Chief, 
United Nations Command, and one of whom shall be from 
a neutral nation nominated jointly by the Supreme Commander 
of the Korean People's Army and the Commander of 
the Chinese People's Volunteers, may be formed as 
circumstances require. Additional personnel such as drivers, 
clerks, interpreters, and communications personnel, and such 
equipment as may be required by the Teams to perform their 
missions, shall be furnished by the Commander of each side, as 
required, in the Demilitarized Zone and in the territory under 
his military control. The Neutral . Nations Supervisory 
Commission may provide itself and the Neutral Nations 
Inspection Teams with such of the above personnel and 
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equipment of its own ns it may desire; provided, however, that 
such personnel shall be personnel of the same neutral uations 
of which the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission is 
composed. 

2. FUNCTIONS AND AUTHORITY 

41. The mission of the Neutral Nations Supervisory 
Commission shall be to carry out the functions of supervision, 
observation, inspection, and investigation, as stipulated in 
Sub-paragraphs 13c and 13d and Paragraph 28 hereof, and to 

report the results of such supervision, observation, inspection, 
and investigation to the Military Armistice Commission . 

42. The Neutral Nations Supenisory Commission shall: 

a. Locate its headquarters in proximity to the 
headquarters of the Military Armistice Commission . 

b. Ado:pt such rules of procedure as it may, from time 
to time, deem necessary. 

c. Conduct, through its members and its Neutral 
Nations Inspection Teams, the supervision and inspection 
provided for in Sub-paragraphs 13c and 13d of this Armistice 
Agreement at the ports of entry enumerated in Paragraph 43 
hereof, and the special observations and inspections provided 
for in Paragraph 28 hereof at those places where violations of 
this Armistice Agreement have been reported to have occurred . 
The inspection of combat aircraft, armored vehicles, weapons, 
and ammunition by the Neutral Nations Inspection Teams shall 
be such as to enable them to properly insure that reinforcing 
combat aircraft, armored vehicles, weapons, and ammunition 
are not being introduced into Korea; but this shall not be 

construed as authorizing inspections or examinations of any 
secret designs or characteristics of any combat aircraft, 
armored vehicle, weapon, or ammunition . 

d. Direct and supervise the operations of the Neutral 
Nations Inspection Teams. 

e. Station five (5) Neutral Nations Inspection 
Teams at the ports of entry enumerated in Paragraph 43 
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hereof located in the territory under the military control of the 

Commander-in-Chief, United Nations Command; and five (5) 
Neutral Nations lnspE'ction Te:!ms at the ports of entry 

enumerated hi Paragraph 43 hereof located in the territory 
under the military control of the Supreme Commander of the 
Korean People's Army and the Commander of the Chinese 
People's Volunteers ; and establish initially ten (10) mobile 
Neutral Nations Inspection Teams in reserve, stationed in the 
general vicinity of the headquarters of the Neutt·al Nations 

Supervisory Commissi~n, which number may be reduced by 
agreement of the senior members of both sides on the Military 
Armistice Commission. Not more than half oi the mobile 
Neutral Nations Inspection Teams shall be .dispatched at any 
one time in accordance with requests of the senior member of 
either side on the Military Armistice Commission. 

f. Subject to the provisions of the preceding Sub­
paragraph, conduct without delay investigations of reported 
violations of this Armistice Agreement, including such 
investigations of reported violations of this Armistice 
Agreement as may be requested by the Military Armistice 
Commission or by the senior memher of either side on the 
Commission. 

g. Provide credentials and distinctive insignia for its 
staff and its Neutral Nations Inspection Teams, and a distinctive 
marldn~ for a!l Vi!hicles, ai.t:cr.afL, and vessels, used in the 
performance of its mission. 

43. Neutral Nations Inspection Teams shall be stationed at 
the following ports of entry: 

Territory under the military control 
of the United Nations Command 

INCHON 

TAEGU 

PUSAN 

(37'28'N, 126'38'E) 

(35'52'N, 128'36'E) 

(S5'06'N, 129'02'E) 

KANGNUNG (37'45'N, 128'54'E) 

KUNSAN (35'59'N, 126'43'E) 

Territory under the military control 
of the Korean People's Army and 
the Chinese People's Volunteers 

SINUIJU (40'06'N, 124'24'E) 

CHONGJIN (41'46'N, 129'49'E) 

HUNGNAM (39'50'N, 127'37'E) 

l\lANPO 

SINANJU 

(41'09'N, 126'18'E) 

(39'36'N, 125"36'E) 

These Neutral Nations Inspection Teams shall be accorded full 
convenience of movement within the areas and over the routes of 
communication set forth on the attached map (Map 5) .· 1'1 

• See footnote 1, ante, p. 4. 
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3. GENF:UAL 

44. The Neutral Nations Supenrisory Commission shall 
meet daily. Rcces::;cs of not to exceed seven (7) days may be 
agreed upon by the mt•mbcrs of the Neutral Nations Supervisory 
Commission; provided, that such recesses may be terminated on 
twenty-four (24) hour notice by any member. 

45. Copies of the record of the proceedings of all meetings of 
the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission shall be forwarded 
to the Military Armistice Commission as soon as possible after 
each meeting. Records shall be kept in English, Korean, and 
Chinese. 

46. The Neutral Nations Inspection Teams shall make 
periodic reports concerning the results of their supervision, 
observations, inspections, and investigations to the Neutral 
Nations Supervisory Commission as required by the Commission 
and, in addition, shall make such special reports as may be 
deemed necessary by them, or as may be required by the 
Commission. Reports shall be submitted by a Team as a whole, 
but may also be submitted by one or more individual members 
thereof; provided, that the rep~rts submitted by one or more 
individual members thereof shall be considered as informat.ional 
only. 

47. Copies of the reports made by the Neutral Nations 
Inspection Teams shall be forwarded to the Military Armistice 
Commission by the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission 
without delay and in the language in which received. They shall 
not be delayed by the process of translation or evaluation. The 
Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission shall evaluate such 
reports at the earliest practicable time and shall forward their 
findings to the l\Iilitary Armistice Commission as a matter of 

priority. The Military Armistice Commission shall not take 
final action with regard to any such report until the e,·aluation 
thereof has been received from the Neutral Nations Superviso17 
Commission. 1\Iembers of the Neutral Nations Supervisory 
Commission and of its Teams shall be subject to appearance 
before the Military Armistice Commission, at the request of the 
senior member of either side on the Military Armistice 
Commission, for clarification of any report submitted. 
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48. The Neutral Nations Supervisory Commis:;ion shall 
maintain dup1icatc files of the reports •md rt:'Cords of proceeding:; 
required by this Armistice Agreement. The Commission is 
authorized to maintain duplicate files of such other reports, 
records, etc., as may be nccc:;:;ary in the conduct of its business. 

Upon eventual dissolution of the Commisston, one set of the 

above files shall be turned over to each side. 

49. The Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission may 
make recommendations to the Military Armistice Commission 

with respect to amendments or additions to this Armistice 

Agreement. Such recommended changes should generally be those 

designed to insure a more effective armistice. 

50. The Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission, or any 
member thereof, shall be authorized to communicate with any 
member of the Military Armistice Commission. 

ARTICLE III 

ARRANGEMENTS RELATING TO PRISONERS OF WAR 

51. The release and repatriation of all prisoners of war 
held in the custody of each side at the time this Armistice 
Agreement becomes effective shall be effected in conformity 
with the following provisions agreed upon by both sides pl"ior 
to the signing of this Armistice Agreement. 

a. Within sixty ( 60) days after this Armistice Agreement 

becomes effective, each side shall, without offering any hindrance, 
directly repatriate and hand over in groups all those prisoners of 
war in its custody who insist on repatriation to the side to 

which they belonged at the time of capture. Repatriation shall 
be acco1nplished in accordance with the related provisions of this 
Article. In order to expedite the repatriation process of such 
personnel, each side shall, prior to the signing of the Armistice 
Agreement, exchange the total numbers, by nationalities, of 
per:;onnel to be directly 1·epatriated. Each group of prisoners 

of war delivered to the other side ~?hall be accompanied by 
rosters, prepared by nationality, to include name, rank (if any) 
and internment or military serial number. 

... .. 
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b. Each side shall release all those remaining prisOAers 
of \Yar, who are not directly repatl"iatcd, from its military control 
and from its custody and hand them over to the Neutral Nations 
Repatriation Commission for disposition in accord:mc~ with the 
provisions in the Annex hereto: "Terms of Reference for Neutral 
Nations Repatriation Commission." 

c. So that there may be no misunderstanding owing to 
the equal use of three languages, the act of delivery of a prisoner 
of war by one side to the other side shall, for the purposes of this 
Armistice Agreement, be <'ailed "repatliation" in English, 
'' ~~ " (SONG HW AN) in Korean, and " :ii1 ~ " 
(CH'IEN FAN) in Chinese, not·withstanding the nationality or 
place of residence of such prisoner of war. 

52. Each side insures that it will not employ in acts of war 
in the Korean conflict any prisoner of war released and 
repatriated incident to the coming into effect of this Armistice 

Agreement . 

53. All the sick and injured prisoners of war who insist 
upon repatriation shall be repatriated with priority. Insofar as 
possible, there shall be captured medical personnel repatriated 
concurrently with the sick and injured prisoners of war, so as to 
provide medical care and attendance en route . 

54. The repatriation of all of the prisoners of war required by 
Sub-paragraph 51a hereof shall be completed within a time limit 
of sixty (60) days after this Armistice Agreement becomes 
effective. Within this time limit each side undertakes to 
complete the repatriation of the above-mentioned prisoners of 
war in its custody at the earliest practicable time. 

55. PANMUNJOM is designated as the place where 
prisoners of war will be delivered and received by both sides. 
Additional place(s) of delivery and reception of prisoners of 
war in the Demilitarized Zone may be designated, if necessary, 
by the Committee for Repatriation of Prisoners of War. 

56. a. A Committee for Repatriation of Prisoners of War 
is hereby established. It shall be composed of six (6) officers of 
field g1·ade, three (3) of whom shall be appointed by the 
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Commander-in-Chief, United Nation~ Command, and thr('e (3) 
of whom shall be appointed jointly by the Supreme C{>mmandcr of 
the Korean People's Army and the Commander of the Chinese 
People's Volunteers. This Committee shall, under the general 
supervision and direction of the :Military Armistice Commission, 
be responsible for coordinating the specific plans of both sides for 
the repatriation of prisoners of war and for supervising the 
execution by both sides of all of the provisions of this Armistice 
Agreement relating to the repatriation of prisoners of war. It 
shall be the duty of this Committee to coordinate the timing of the 
arrival of prisoners of war at the place(s) of delivery and 
reception of prisoners of war from the prisoner of war camps of 
both sides; to make, when necessary, such special arrangements 
as may be required with regard to the transportation and welfare 
of sick and injured prisoners of war; to coordinate the work of 
the joint Red Cross teams, established in Paragraph 57 hereof, 
in assisting in the 1·epatriation of prisoners of war; to supenise 
the implementation of the arrangements for the actual 
repatriation of prisoners of war stipulated in Paragraphs 53 
and 54 hereof; to select, \Vhen necessary, additional plac·~(s) 

of delivery and reception of prisoners of war; to arrange 
t_or security at the place(s) of delivery and reception of 
prisoners of war; and to carry out such other related functions 
as are required for the repatriation of prisoners of war. 

b. When unable to reach agreement on any matter 
relating to its responsibilitiP.s, the f'.ommit.tee for Rep~t.riation 

of Prisoners of War shall immediately refer such matter to the 
Military Armistice Commission for decision. The Committee 
for Repatriation of Prisoners of War shall maintain its 
headquarters in proximity to the headquarters of the :Military 
Armistice Commission. 

c. The Committee for Repatriation of Prisoners of War 
shall be dissolved by the Military Armistice Commission upon 
completion of the program of repatriation of prisoners of war. 

57. a. Immediately after this At·mistice Agreement 
becomes effective, joint Red Cross teams composed of 
representatives of the national Red Cross Societies of the 
countries contributing forces to the United Nations Command 
on the one hand, and representatives of the Red Cross Society 
of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and 1·epresentatives 
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of the Red Cross Society of the People's Republic of China on the 
other hand, shall be establh;hed. The joint Red Cross teams shall 
assist in the execution by both sides of those provisions of this 
Armistice Agreement relating to the repatriation of all the 
prisoners of war specified in Sub-paragraph 5la hereof, who 
insist upon repatriation, by the performance of such 

· · -'h\i'm~nitaria~ services as are necessary and desirable for the 
welfare of the prisoners of war. To accomplish this task, the 
joint Red Cross teams shall provide assistance in the delivering 
and receiving of prisoners of war by both sides at the place(s) 
of delivery and reception of prisoners of war, and shall visit the 
prisoner of war camps of both sides to comfort the prisoners of 
war and to bring in and distribute gift articles for the comfort 
and welfare of the prisoners of war. The joint Red Cross teams 
may provide services to pri~one1'S of war while en route from 
prisoner of war camps to the place(s) of delivery and reception 
of prisoners of war. 

b. The joint Red Cross teams shall be organized as set 
forth below: 

(1) One team shall be composed of twenty (20) 

members, namely, ten (10) representatives from the national Red 
Cross Societies of each side, to assist in the delivering and 
receiving of prisoners of war by both sides at the place(s) of 
delivery ::nd reception of prisoners of war. Th~ ~h:tirm-'lnship of 
this team shall alternate daily between representatives from the 
Red Cross Societies of the two sides. The work and services of 
this team shall be coordinated by the Committee for Repatriation 
of Prisoners of War • 

(2) One team shall be composed of sixty (60) 
members, namely, thirty (30) representatives from the national 
Red Cross Societies of each side, to visit the prisoner of war 
camps under the administration of the Korean People's Army 
and the Chinese People's Volunteer3. This team may pro\·ide 
services to prisoners of war while en route from the prisoner 
of war camps to the placc(s) of delivery and reception of 
prisoners of war. A rept-esentative of the Red Cross Society 
of the Democratic People's Ret>ublic of Korea or of the Red Cross 
Society of the People's Republic of China shall serve as chairman 
of this team. 
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(3) One team shall be composed (lr sixty (GO) 
me>ntllers, namely, thirty (30) representatives from the national 
Red Cross Societies of each side, to Yisit the pri~oner of war 
camps under the administration of the United Nations Command. 
This team may provide services to prisoners of war while 
en route from the prisoner of war camps to the place(s) of 
delivery and reception of prisoners of war. A representative of a 
Red Cross Society of a nation contributing forces to the United 
Nations Command shall serve as chairman of this team. 

(4) In ot·dcr to facilitate the functioning of each 

joint Red Cross team, sub-teams composed of not less than two (2) 

members from the team, with an equal number of representatives 

from each side, may be formed as circumstances require. 

(5) Additional personnel such as drivers, clerks, 

and interpreters, and such equipment as may be required by the 

joint Red Cross teams to perform their missions, shall be 

furnished by the Commander of each side to the team operating 

in the territory under his military control. 

(6) Whenever jointly agreed upon by the 

representatives of both sides on any. joint Red Cross team, the 
size of such team may be increased or decreased, subject ro 

confirmation by the Committee for Repatriation of Prisoners 

of War. 
e. The Commander of each side shall cooperate fully 

with the joint Red Cross teams in the performance of their 

functions~ and undertakes to insure the security of the personnel 

of the joint Red Cross team in the area under his military 

control. The Commander of each side shall provide such 
logistic, administrative, and communications facilities as may be 

required by the team operating in the territory under his 

military control. 

d. The joint Red Cross teams shall be dissolved upon 
completion of the program of repatriation of all the prisoners of 
war specified in Sub-paragraph 51a hereof, who insist upon 

repatriation. 

68. a. The Commander of each side shall furnish to the 

Commander of the other side as soon as practicable, but not later 
than ten (10) days after this Armistice Agreement becomes 
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effective, the following information concerning prisoners 
of war: 

(1) Complete data pertaining to the pri~oners of 
war who escaped since the effective date of the data last 
~xchanged. 

(2) Insofar as practicable, infonnation regarding 
name, nationality, rank, and ether identification data, date and 
cause of death, and place of burial, of those prisoners of war who 
died while in his custody. 

b. If any prisoners of war escape or die after the 
effective date of the supplementary information specified above, 
the detaining side shall furnish to the other side, through the 
Committee for Repatriation of Prisoners of War, the data 
pertaining thereto in accordance with the provisions of 
Sub-paragraph 58a hereof. Suclt data shall be furnished at ten-day 
intervals until the completion of the program of delivery and 
reception of prisoners of war. 

c. Any escaped prisoner of war who returns to the 
custody of the detaining side after the completion of the 
program of delivery and reception of prisoners of war shall be 
delivered to the Military Armistice Commission for disposition. 

59. a. All civilians wm, at the time this Armistice · 
Agreement becomes effective, are in territory under the military 
control of the Commander-in-<ihief, United Nations Cwrunauu, 

and who, on 24 June 1950. resided north of the :Military 
Demarcation Line established m this Armistice Agreement shall, 
if they desire to return hom~ be permitted and assisted by the 
Commander-in-Chief, United Nations Command, to return to 
the area north of the Military Demarcation Line; and all 
civilians who, at the time thls Armistice Agreement becomes 
effective, are in territory -under the military control of the 
Supreme Commander of the Korean People's Army and the 
Commander of the Chinese People's Volunteers, and who, on 
24 June 1950, resided south of the Military Demarcation Line 
established in this Armistice Agreement shall, if they desire to 
return home, be permitted and assisted by the Supreme 
Commander of the Korean i'eople's Army and the Commander 
of the Chinese People's Volanteers to return to the area south 
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of the 1\lilitary Demarcation Line. The Commander of each 
side shall be responsible for publicizing whlely throughout 
territory under his military control the content.:; of the provision:> 
of this Sub-paragraph, ann for calling upon the appropriate 
civil authorities to give nec£'ssary guidance and assistance to all 
such civilians who desire to return home. 

b. All civilians of foreign nationality who, at the time this 
Annistice Agreement becomes effective, are in territory under the 
military control of the Supreme Commander of the Korean 
People's Army and the Commander of the Chinese People's 
Volunteers shall, if they desire to proceed to territory under the 
military control of the Commander-in-Chief, United Nations 
Command, be permitted and assisted to do so; all civilians of 
foreign nationality who, at the time this Annistice Agreement 
becomes effective, are in territory under the military control of 
the Commander-in-Chief, United Nations Command, shall, if 
they desh·e to proceed to territory under the military control of 
the Supreme Commander of the Ko1·ean People's Anny and the 
Commander of the Chinese People's Volunteers, be permitted 
and assisted to do so. The Commander cf each side shall be 
responsible for publicizing widely throughout the territory under 
his military control the contents of the provisions of this 
Sub-paragraph, and for calling upon the appropriate civil 
authoritie!': to giv~ n~P.S!>ary guidanc~ and assistan~ tc :!l! e~:!h 
civilians of foreign nationality who desire to proceed to territory 
under the military control of the Commander of the other side. 

c. Measures to assist in the return of civilians provided 
for in Sub-paragraph 59a hereof and the movement of civilians 

provided for in Sub-paragraph 59b hereof shall be commenced by 
both sides as soon as possible after this Annistice Agreement 
becomes effective. 

d. (1) A Committee for Assisting the Return of 
Displaced Civilians is hereby established. It shall be composed 
of four (4) officers of field grade, two (2) of whom shall be 
appointed by the Commander- in- Chief, United Nations 
Command, and two (2) of whom shall be appointed jointly by 
the Supreme Commander of the Korean People's Army and 
the Commander of the Chinese People's Volunteers. This 
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Committe\! shall, under the general superYision and direction of 
the l\[ilitary A1·mi~tice Commission, be r£'sponsiblc for 
coordinating the spt:.-cific plans of both sides fo1· assistance to the 
return of the above-mentioned civilians, and for supervising the 
execution by both :sides of all of the prov1s1ons of this 
Armistice Agreement relating to the return of the 
above- mentioned civilians. It shall be the duty of this 
Committee to make necessary arrangements, including th~c of 
transportation, for expediting and coordinating the movement 
of the above-mentioned civilians; to select the crossing point(s) 
through which the aboYe-mentioned civilians will cross the 
Military Demarcation Line; to arrange for security at the 
crossing point(s); and to carry out such other functions as are 
required to accomplish the return of the above-mentioned 
civilians. 

(2) When unable to reach agreement on any 
matter relating to its responsibilities, the Committee for 
Assisting the Return of Displaced Civilians shall immediately 
refer such matter to the Military Armistice Commission for 
decision. The Committee for Assisting the Return of Displaced 
Civilians shall main.tain its headquarters in proximity to the 
headquarters of the Military Armistice Commission. 

(3) The Commitiee for Assisting the Return of 
Displaced Civilians shall be dissolved by the Military Armistice 
Commission upon fulfillment of its mission. 

ARTICLE IV 

RECO:\ll\IENDATION TO THE GOVERN.MENTS 

CONCERNED ON BOTH SIDES 

60. In order to insure the peaceful settlement of the Korean 
question, the military Commanders of both sides hereby 
recommend to the governments of the countries concerned on 
both sides that, within three (3) months after the Armistice 
Agreement is signed and becomes effective, a political conference 
of a higher level of both sides be held by representatives 
appointed respectively to settle through negotiation the questions 
of the withdrawal of all foreign· forces from Korea, the peaceful 

settlement of the Korean question, etc. 
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ARTICLE Y 

MISCELLANEOUS 

61. Amendments and additions to this Armistice Ag-reement 
must be mutually agreed to by the Commanders of the opposing 
sides. 

62. The Articles and Paragraphs of this Armbtice 
Agreement shall remain in effect until expressly super::;eded 
either by mutually acceptable amendments and additions or by 
provision in an appropriate agreement for a peaceful settlement 
at a political level between both sides. 

63. All of the provisions of this Armistice Agreement, other 
than Paragraph 12, shall become effective at Z Z 0 0 hours 
on Z 7 JULY 1953. 

Done at Panmunjom, Korea, at I 0 0 0 hours on the 
Z 711&. day of JULy , 1953, in English, Korean, and 
Chinese, all texts being equally authentic. 

I h 
KIM ILSUNG PRNG TEH-HUA! MARK W. CLARK 
Marshal, Democratic 

People's Republic 
of Korea 

Commander, 
Chinese People's 

General, United States 
Anny 

Commander-in-Chief, 
United Nations 

Command 

Volunteers 
Supreme Commander, 
Korean People's A:rmy 

PRESENT 

1 
PI~/ 

NAMIL 
General, Korean People's Army 
Senior Delegate, 
Delegation of the Korean People's 

Army and the Chinese People's 
Volunteers 

W·\-<~~· 
WILLIA:l\1 K. HARRISON, JR. 
Lieutenant General, United States 

Anny 
Senior Delegate, 
United Nations Command Delegation 
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ANNEX 

TERMS OF REFERENCI<i 

FOR 

NEUTltAL NATIO:-{S REPATRIATION COl\1!\IISSION 

(See Sub-paragraph 51 b) 

I 

Gf~NERAL 

1. In order to ensure that all prisoners of war have the 
opportunity to exercise their right to be repatriated following an 

armistice, Sweden, Switzerland, Poland, Czechoslovakia and 
India shall each be requested by both sides to appoint a member to 
a Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission which shall be 
established to take custody in Korea of those prisoners of war 
who, while in the custody of the detaining powers, have not 
exercised their right to be repatriated. The Neutral Nations 
Repatriation Commission shall establish its headquarters within 

the Demilitarized Zone in the vicinity of Panmunjom, and shall 

station subordinate bodies of the sam~ composition as the Neutral 
Nations Repatriation Commission at those locations at which the 
Repatriation Commission assumes custody of prisoners of war. 

Representatives of both sides shall be permitted to observe the 
operations of the Repatriation Comm:ssion and its suhnrdinate 

bodies to include explanations and interviews. 

2. Sufficient armed forces and any other operating 
personnel required to assist the Neutral Nations Repatriation 
Commission in carrying out its functions and responsibilities 
shall be provided exclusively by India, whose representative shall 
be the umpire in accordance with the provisions of Article 132 
of the Geneva Convention, and shall also be chairman and 
executive agent of the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission. 
Representatives from each of the other four powers shall be 
allowed staff assistants in equal number not to exceed fifty (50) 
each. When any of the representatives of the neutral nations is 
absent for some reason, that representative shall designate an 
alternate representative of his own nationality to exercise his 
functions and authority. The arms of all personnel provided for 
in this Paragraph shall be limited to military police type small 
arms. 

38566 0 - 53 - 5 ( :!U) 
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3. No force or threat of force shall be u~cd against tbe 
prisoners of war specified in Paragraph 1 above to prevent or 
effect their repatriation, and no violence to their persons or 
affront to their dignity or self-respect shall be permitted in any 
manner for any purpose whatsoever (but s.:e Paragraph 7 
below). This duty is enjoined on and entrusted to the ·Ncutral 
Nations Repatriation Commission. This Commission shall 
ensure that pr1soners of war shall at all times be treated 
humanely in accordance with the specific provisions of the 
Geneva Convention, al)d with the general spirit of tha~ 

Convention. 

II 

CUSTODY OF PRISONERS OF WAR 

4. All prisoners of war who have not exercised their right of 
repatriation following the effective date of the Armistice 
.Agreement shall be released from the military control and from 
the custody of the detaining side as soon as practicable, and, in 
all cases, within sixty (60) days subsequent to the effective da.te 
of the Armistice Agreement to the Neutral Nations Repatriation 
Commission at locations in Korea to be designated by the 
detaining side. 

5. At the time the Neutral Nations Repatriation 
Commission assumes control of the prisoner of war installations, 
the military forces of the detaining side shall be withdrawn 
therefrom, so that the locations specified in the preceding 
Paragraph shall be taken over completely by the armed forces 
of India. 

6. Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph 5 above, 
the detaining side shall have the responsibility for maintaining 
and ensuring security and order in the areas around the locations 
where the prisoners of war are in custody and for preventing and 
restraining any armed forces (including irregular armed forces) 
in the area under its control from any acts of disturbance and 
intrusion against the locations where the prisoners of war are 
in custody. 
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7. Notwithstanding th~ provisions of Paragraph 3 above, 
nothing in this agrccmcn~ ~:''!:all be construed as derogating from 
the authority of the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission 
to exercise its legitimate fu..11ctions and responsibilities for the 
control of the prisoners of w.~;r under its temporary jurisdiction. 

III 

EXPL.AN ATION 

8. The Neutral Natimr.s Repatriation Commission, after 
having received and taken illlto custody all those prisoners of war 
who have not exercised tt-eir right to be repatriated, shall 
immediately make arrange:!l'lents so that within ninety (90} 
days after the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission takes 
over the custody, the natioos to which the prisoners of war 
belong shall have freedom mrd facilities to send representatives 
to the locations where such prisoners of war are in custody to 
explain to all the prisoners Ill! war depending upon these nations 
their rights and to inform thml of any matters relating to their 
return to their homelands, p:2rticularly of their full freedom to 
return home to lead a p.eaeeful life, under the following 
provisions: 

a. The number of s1reh explaining representatives shall 
not exceed seven (7) per tThnu~~nd prisoners vf v;ar held in 
custody by the Neutral Nati.'lls Repatriation Commission; and 
the minimum authorized shaln not be less than a total of five (5); 

b. The hours dmring which the explaining 
representatives shall have ..mess to the prisoners shall be as 
determined by the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission, 
and generally in accord with .Article 53 of the Geneva Convention 
Relative to the Treatment ·Gi Prisoners of War; 

c. All explanations :md interviews shall be conducted in 
the presence of a representH!live of each member nation of the 
Neutral Nations Repatriatitn~ Commission and a representative 
!rom the detaining side; 

d. Additional proWdions governing the explanation 
work shall be prescribed by the Neutral Nations Repatriation 
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Commission, and will be dt:>signed to employ the principles 
enumerated in Paragraph 3 above and in this Paragraph; 

e. The explaining representatives, while engaging in 
their work, shalf be allowed to bring with them necessary 
facilities and personnel for wireless communications. The 
number of comm~nications personnel shall be limited to one 
team per location at which e."<plaining representatives are in 
residence, except in the event all prisoners of war are 
concentrated in one location, in which case, two (2) teams shall 
be permitted. Each team shall consist of not more than six (6) 
communications personnel. 

9. Prisoners of war in its custody shall have freedom and 
facilities to make representations and communications to the 
Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission and to representatives 
and subordinate bodies of the Neutral Nations Repatriation 
Commission and to inform them of their desires on any matter 
concerning the prisoners of war themselves, in accordance with 
arrangements made for the purpose by the Neutral Nations 

· Repatriation Commission. 

IV 

DISPOSITION OF PRISONERS OF WAR 

10. Any prisoner of war who, while in the custody of 
the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission, decides to exercise 
the right of repatriation, shall make an application requesting 
1-epatriation to a body consisting of a representative of each 

member nation of the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission . 
Once such an application is made, it shall be considered 
immediately by the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission 
or one of its subordinate bodies so as to determine immediately 
by majority vote the validity of such application. Once such an 
application is made to and validated by the Commission or one 
of its subordinate bodies, the prisoner of war concerned shall 
immediately be transferred to and accommodat~d in the tents 
set up for those who are ready to be repatriated. Thereafter, 
he shall, while still in the custody of the Neutral Nations 
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Repatriation Commission, be delivered forthwith to the prisoner 
of war e'<changc point at Paumunjom for repatriation under 
the procedure prescribed in the Armistice Agreement. 

11. At the expiration of ninety (90) days after the transfer 
of custody of the prisoners of war to the Neutral Nations 
Repatriation Commi:;sion, access of representatU·es to captured 
personnel as provided for in Paragraph 8 aboYe, shall terminate, 
and the question of disposition of the prisoners of war who have 
not exercised their right to be repatriated shall be submitted to the 
Political Conference recommended to be convened in Paragraph 
60, Draft Armistjce Agreement, which shall endeavor to settle 
this question within thirty (30) days, during which period the 
Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission shall continue to 
retain custody of those prisoners of war. The Neutral Nations 
Repatriatio.t Commission shall declare the relief from the 
prisoner of 'var status to civilian status of any prisoners of 
war who have not exercised their right to be repatriated and for 
whom no other disposition has been agreed to by the Political 
Conference within one hundred and twenty (120) days after the 
Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission has assumed their 
custody. Thereafter, according to the application of each 
individuai, those who choose to go to neutral nations shall be 
assisted by the Nfmtral Nations Repatriation Commission and the 
Red Cross Society of India. This operation shall be completed 
within thirty (30) days, and upon its completion, the Neutral 
Nations Repatriation Commission shall immediately cease its 
functions and declare its dissolution. After tht: Ji:.::;ulutiun of the 
Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission, whenever and 
wherever any of those above-mentioned civilians who have been 
relieved from the prisoner of war status desire to return to their 
fatherlands, the authorities of the localities where they are shall 
be responsible for assisting them in returning to their fatherlands. 

v 
RED CROSS VISITATION 

12. Essential Red Cross service for prisoners of war in 

custody of the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission 

shall be provided by India in accordance with regulations issued 

by the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission. 
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VI 

PRESS COVERAGE 

13. The Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission shall 
insure freedom of the press and other news media in obscning 
the entire operation as enumerated herein, in accordance with 
procedures to be established by the Neutral Nations 
Repatriation Commission. 

VII 

WGISTICAL SUPPORT FOR PRISONERS OF WAR 

14. Each side shall provide logistical support for the 
prisoners of war in the area under its military control, delivering 
required support to the Neutral Nations Repatriation 
Commission at an agreed delivery point in the vicinity of each 
prisoner of war installation. 

15. 'l'he cost of repatriating prisoners of war to the 
exchange point at Panmunjom shall be borne by 'the detaining 
side and the cost from the exchange point by the side on which 
said prisoners depend, in accordance with Article 118 of the 
Geneva Convention. 

16. 'l'he }{ed Gross Society of lndia shall be re;ponsible for 
providing such general service personnel in the prisoner of war 
installations as required by the Neutral Nations Repatriation 
Commission. 

17. The Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission shall 
provide medical support for the prisoners of \var as may be 

practicable. The detaining side sh:l.ll provide medical support as 
practicable upon the request of the Neutral Nations Repatriation 
Commission and specifically for iliose cases requiring extensive 
treatment or hospitalization. The Neutral Nations Repatriation 
Commission shall maintain custody of prisoners of war during 
such hospitalization. The detaining side shall facilitate such 
custody. Upon completion of treatment, prisoners of war shall 
be returned to a prisoner of war installation as specified in 
Paragraph 4 above. 
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18. The Nt'utral Nations Repatriation Commission is 

entitled to ohtain from both sides Slll'h legitimate assistance 

as it may 1·equirc in canying out its duties and tasks, but both 

sides shall not under any name and in any form interfere or 

exert influence. 

VIII 

LOGISTICAL SUPPORT FOR THE NEUTRAL NATIONS 

REPATRIATION COl\li\IISSION 

19. Each side shall be responsible for providing logistical 
support for the personnel of the Neutral Nations Repatriation 
Commission stationed in the area under its military control, and 
both sides shall contribute on an equal basis to such support 
within the Demilitarized Zone. The precise arrangements shall 
be subject to determination between the Neutral Nations 
Repatriation Commission and the detaining side in each case . 

20. Each of the detaining sides shall be responsibla for 
protecting the explaining representatives from the other side 
while in transit over lines of communication within its arE:a, as 
set forth in Paragraph 23 for the Neutral Nations Repatriation 
Commission, to a place of residence and while in residence in the 
vicinity of but not within each of the locations where the 
prisoners of war arc in custody. The Neutral Nations 
Repatriation Commission shall be responsible for the security of 
such n:prcsentativcs v;ithin the actu!l.! limits of the lo~ations 
where the prisoners of war are in custody . 

21. Each of the detaining sides shall provide transportation, 
housing, communication, and other agreed logistical support to 
the explaining representatives of the other side while they are in 
the area under its military control. Such services shall be 
provided on a reimbursable basis. 

IX 

PUBLICATION 

22. After the Armistice Agreement becomes effective, the 
terms of this agreement shall be made known to all prisoners of 
v:ar who, while in the custody of the detaining side, have not 
exercised their right to be repatriated. 

I ., 
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ID-IPGRARY AG?ZE.''F.IT SL'PPLrnE;.;TARY 'lU 'IHE 

ARl'!ISTICE: I.GR.SI:}U::NT 

In order to neet tJ•e rcquirol".ents of the tlisposition of 

the prisoners of war not for direct repatrbtioo i."l accordance 

witn the provisions of the Tems of Refer:ence for !leut.r..al 

Nations Repatriation Commission, tho C~~rier-in-chief, United 

Nations Convnand, on the one hand, and the Suprer•e Co=ander of 

the Korean People's AI'1111 and the CO!Ilnancier of tile Chinese People's 

Volunteers, on the other hand, in pursuance of the provuious in 

Paragraph 61, Article V ·or the A~reeoent concern:lnt; a l'lllitolry 

armistice .in Korea, aeree to c~nclude the follo11ing Tel!lllorary 

Agreement supple1'18ntary to t.'te Armistice ~-~reeJnent: 

1. Under the prov:ls:lons of Para&n>phs '~ ann 5, .~rticle II 

of the Terms of Reference for !~eut.rl<l Nations Rep;otriation 

Commiasion, the United tlations CO!IU11&nd has tne rieht to 

clesienste the Area between tne ~!Uitary Oe!'larcation Line and 

the easte::"n and southern bounrlaries of ~e Demilit.ari.zed 

Zone betwf..>en tJ1e IJIIjin P.iver on tne sout.h and the road leadin& 

south from Okwn-ni on the northeast (the main roati leading 

aoutJteast fi'OIII Panmunjom not included), as the nrea Within 

which the United llatioru. r.om=ncl ttill t .urn t:>ver the pri:~ners 

of war, who are not directl,y repat.riatec:l and -..hom ti1e United 

Nations Conrnand has U1e resvonsibill t;y tor keepine U."lder its 

custody, to the lleutral Nations Repatriation COI1llllission and 

the arroed forces of India for cust.oci;r. The United !lations 

Conrnand shall, prior to the sirnine of the Armistice Agreement, 

infom tile sidf! of the Korean People's Anrry and the Chinese 

People's Volunteers of the approximllte fisures by nationality 

of such prjsoners of war neld in its custndy. 

2. If tilere are prisoners or war under tileir custocl,y 

who request not to be directl.,y repatriated, the Korean People's 

A~ and tlle Chinese ?eople's Volunteers ha.ve tile right to 

destenate the area in the vicinity or Pa:ununjom between the 

11111 tary De1urca tion Line and tlle western and nortilem boundaries 

/ 

(117) 

.,. ro11~ 



... , 

' 

.. 
., 
I 

I ' 

1 

. .. 
I 

i 
l 
I 

.j 
I .. 
•J 

118 

of the De!llilitari::d Zone , as the areA within which such 

prisoners of wr vHl be turned ov~r to the Neutral Na.tions 

Repatriation Co.-~':l!ssion '!.nd t he tu·.ned forces of Indi!l for 

cuetody. After knovir.n th'\t there aro prisoners of wr under 

their cuatod)· who request not to be directly reratriatcd, the 

Korea.n People 's Arr:q and the Chinese Pcople·•s Volunteers ahnll 

i nform the Unitcj ~tions C~nd aida of t he ap~roxima te 

figures by nationality of such prisoners of war. 

). In accordance vith Paragraphs 8, 9 and 10, Article I 

of the Armistice Agre~t, the following paragraphs are hereb,y 

provided I 

a. After the cease-fire ccmes into effect, Wlllrmed 

personnel ot ee.ch aide sh!!ll be specifically authorized by 

the Military Armistice Commission to enter the above-mentioned 

aree. designated b;y their own side to perform nece1111ary 

construction operations. .tone of such personnel shall remain 

in the above-mentioned areas upon the c0111pletion of the 

construction operations. 

b. .A definite nll!!lber of prisoners of \otlr as decided 

upon by both aides, who are in the respective custody of both 

aides and who are not directl:r reptriated, shall be 

specifically authorized by the Mllitary Armistice Conmission 

to be escorted re~cti.vely b;y a certair. number of armed 

forces of the detaining sides to the above-mentioned areea 

of custody designated respectively by both sides to be turned 

over to the lleutral Nations Repltriation Com:uiasion and the 

armed forces of India for custody. After the prisoners of 

W!lr have been taken over, the amed forces of the detaining 

sides sball be vithdravn ilmnediately from the areas of 

cuatody to the area UDder the control of their own aide. 

c. The per sonnel of the Neutral ~tions Repatriation 

CDIIIIIission am its subordimte bodies, the armed forces or 

In:lia, the .Red Crees Society of I r.db. , the explainiitg 

representatives end observation representatives of both sides, 

<, 
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aa well as the required materl:1l and equi(Jo'!ent, for exerc.isint; 

the function:; provtced !CJr in t.l<! TIU'I~:; of Refcrel'lce for 

Neutral llati~!'lr. l!cpatr!.:>ction Ccr.::!'.ission shAll be npecifically 

authori.:ed by tl'le l·:ili Wl".f J.l1"istice Co:r;nission to have 

the co111plete freed">~ of rnove!'le!\t to, from, a.'ld within the 

above-mentioned areas desir.nated respectively by both aid~s 

tor the custoay nf prisn:1ers ~! war. 

4. The provisions o! Sub-yara;;rar-h )<- c:· tllis a~:reeP'II!nt 

shall not be constru~d ~ dero~atinc from ~1e privileges 

enjoyed by those perso~el mentioned above un~er Para;raph 11, 

Article I of the Annis tice AgreeiiiCtlt. 

S. This Agreement shall be abrogated upon t.'te co:oq>letion 

of the mission provided for in the Te~~ of aeterence tor 

Neutral !lations Repatriation COIIPiission. 

Done at Panmunjom, Korea, at I 000 hours on the 

/!.. 7"' da.Y or Jut...Y 1953, in English, Korean, and 

Chinese, all texts being equally authentic • 

t. f1 " A l 

'KIM IL SUNG 
Marshal, Detr.ocratic 

People's Republic 
of Korea 

-urv~ 
PF.NG mi-Ht:AI 
Commander, 
Chinese People's 

MARK W. CLARK 

Supreme Co~'lder, 
Korean People's A~ 

NAM IL 

Volunteers 

PRESENT 

General, Korean People's A~ 
Senior ~elegate, 
Delegation of the Korean People's 

Amy and the Chinese People's 
Volunteers 

General, United States 
Army 

CoMmander-in-chief, 
United lla tions 

Connand 

W'IIJ..WI K. HARRISON, JR. 
Lieutenant General, United States 

Amy 
Senior' Delegate, 
United N<> Uons Co!llllla.nd Delegation 
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