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1400032
1400052

1400122

1400182
1400232

1400292
1400322

1400332
1400402

1400422
1400452

1400572
1401072
1401112
1401182
1401232

140131%Z
1401442
1401492
1401522

1401552

1401582

1402012
1402132

o

4
ACTIONS AGAINST BOATS IN THE VICINITY O \
MAYAGULZ ALD KO 1ANG s
(1400002 - 1405302 may 1975)

A-7 made low pass over boat moving NE toward coast,
no Caucasians observed.

Boat still moving; possibility of 20mm hit (not
confirmed).

President through SecDef says "if boat cannot be
stopped any other way, destroy it." (Scowcroft-

‘Wickham-Pauly)

Boat is on fire but still moving.

Boat is stopped and burning with secondary explosions;
no second pass required.

Boat has sunk.

One survivor spotted. SAR being prepared for launch,
with Cambodian linguist aboard.

Launch of SAR authorized; survivor is in life raft.
Small*boat proceeding toward survivor despite warning
shots; about halfway to sunk boat. Possible some
aboard are American.

Plan to try to stop it with CS.

'A-7 out of CS, heading home; another will replace it

ASAP. .

Group bundled on bow of moving boat appear to be American.

' SAR birds estimating launch in 30 min.

Next aircraft should be in area in 40 min.

Moving boat appears to be bypassing survivor.

SAR birds off at 0017; low pass indicates may be as many

as 10; small boat passing east of survivors.
Group on bow totals 8-9; total unknown.
Boat now about 5 miles off Kompong Som.

Boat is 30~40 feet with 30-40 aboard.

Need authority to disable, sink, or allow to proceed
ashore.

0SD says do best to disable.

A/CJICS sees little hope of disabling without Sinking.

- 08D says hold fire.

Revised estimate puts boat about 10 miles out.

CS put on boat, boat chanaged direction mcomentarily, Llen

continued.
expend.

CS attack containuing. Wi doesn't want co



1402152
1402292

14023472
1402392

1402412
1402482

1402502

1403062

1403097

14032472

14034672

1404032

1404192

1404302
1404342

1405052

1405152

1405302

Latest pass couldn't identify any of passengers.

Two high-speed boats coming out from Kdﬁpong Som to
meet inbomund boat.

Two high-speed boats at 3-mile limit.

Two high-speed boats turning away from rendezvous
with inbound boat.

Inbound boat entering channel about 1 mile out.

Watching two hlgh—speed boats to see if they are

- heading for survivors.

SAR nearing survivors.
SAR overhead, beginning rescue.

Count of small craft near island/ship: 1 patrol boat
tied up to ship, two small rowboats, 1 which moved to
island to SE.

SAR aircraft have lost raft and are now‘étarting area
search.

Can't find boat that moved to island to SE; still
searching for raft. .

Clear to take small boats under attack and sink them,
using extreme care with boat tied to MAYAGUEZ.

COL Johnson needs 3 hours of davlight to secure MAYAGUEZ

after insertion; two liours would do - hence no later than
07002.

Propose to terminate SAR within 30 minutes.

2 F-4s expended 2,000 rds on 2 small boats on main
island. Boats were split apart; one small secondary
explosion.

2 F-4s expended 2,000 rds on boat 6 NM north of main
island. Two secondary explosions; boat sinking but not
sunk.

Boat which had been alongside MAYAGUEZ burning, with
secondary explosions.

Boat left sinking is now sunk.

At 1412457, PACOM reviewed boat
sinkings as follows: .

* 1400282 - 50' boat sunk.

* 1402282 - 32' boat moved to

Kompong Som.

* 1404172 - 60' and 70° boats,
tied together, hit, separated,

eventually sunk.

* 1410142 - 50' boat off southern

tip of island, sighted.

TOTAL SUNK: 3




14211472
1421202
1421237
142125%
1422582
1423012
1423092
1423102
14231172
1423142
1423182

1423192
1423257

1423272

1423302

1423312
1423332

142335%Z

142337z
i4233sz
1423422
1423447
1423462
1423482
1423532

1423542
14235572

KEY ACTIONS
(during execution)

lst helo lift off' ETA HOLT 22592Z.

2d helo lift off; ETA island 23052.
3d helo lift off; ETA island 23083,
4th helo 1lift off; ETA island 23102.

3 Jollies circling HOLT,

-~

‘1st helo approaching hover over HOLT.

Knife 22 took fire in LZ; 1 man injured (flight mech) .
Jolly 11 putting Marines on HOLT.

Jolly 11 unloaded; Jolly 12 lowering.

{nife 21 reported in water and burning.

Knife 22 has multiple injuries and has off-loaded his
Marines. - '

Go ahead and load BLU-82s.
15 sarvivors from Knife 21 picked up.
A-7 flight strafing beach.
Knife ?2 is losing fuel; 1% hours fuel left; Knife 23
escorting. - '
4

Survivors now total 18.

7 helos in objective area so far; don't know how many
Marines ashore.

JCS requests almost continuous reconnaissance (post-
strike) after each mission. (PACOM acknowledged request
and capability.)

WILSON in position to give fire support in 30 minutes;
suggest you contact her.

Landing force commander can exercise option to divert
to alternate LZs. ‘

Knife 31 and 32 report ground fire from treeline 75 yards
away; 2 more survivors in water.

Knife 21 was in water, Knife 22 returning due to fuel
leak; Knife 23 crashed on beach.

Approximately 100 Marines ashore; trying to reorganize;
evaluate feasibility of diverting HOLT to land its
Marines on beach.

Knife 42 and 43 going to land on island.

2 helos on ground unloading; under small arms fir

HIOLT entering area.

Knife 32 on beach unloading; has 1 injured.



14235672
1423592

1500042

1500092
1500102

1500132

15001472

1500252
1500282
1500302

1500362

1500372

150040z

1500412

1500432

1500472
- 1500492

1500512

1501002

1501032

1501052

1501062
1501072

AAA is 200 yards S of LZ; passed to tac air.

Marines not in immediate danger. Tac air supporting.
Conclude diversion of HOLT not appropriate now,

Want to assure WILSON can be used for fire support (it
can). L

Flight of 3 (Knife ?) (41) inserting now. (2?)

Friendly forces on N of island; injured on E sidé;
enemy on S and W; helos should approach from N.

140-160 on ground? (Yes)

When Knife 41 unloads, 135 on ground.

* * * (comm lost 0020 - 0025) * * *

DESRON~-23 has spotted 6 people on MAYAGUEZ.

WH says do not release any ordance on KPS. (DDO)

No strikes of any sort against mainland, per President.
(DDO)

Instructions being passed to make maximum Navy air for
isl&nd/ship support.

Assume aware of FBIS report of Cambodian intent to
release ship. (CINCPAC) Yes; may be reason for strike
scrub. (CNO) Doubt it. (CINCPAC) :

Knife 41, 42, 43 all offloaded and off beach.

Most fire came from W; insertion should continue on E
side.

155 on ground; will continue insertion from UT, even if
one flight at time. HOLT is alongside; no resistance
yet.

CORAL SEA available for island operations.

Correction: 1lst wave of Navy tac air is to launch
immediately; then provide BDA before subsequent strikes
are launched (WH).

WH says to proceed with entire CORAL SEA operation as

planned. (DDO)

Will use CORAL SEA air as necessary to support island
operation. (CINCPAC)

HOLT party aboard MAYAGUEZ and in full control; personnel

at work. EOD will check on nationality of 6 persons
previously sighted.

Marines consolidated adequately on island.

Knife 31 (347?) in water? (CINCPAC)

Report of € persons aboard ship was erroneous. Top 3 decks

of ship searched; nobody found. Tull Marine complement
now aboard.

(Can get underway when MSC personnel arrive)??



1501122 ~ Enemy too close to GSF to use 2-7 support? (PACOM)
Yes. (USSAG)

_-(« 1501132 - Understand from other sources that Americans may be
on island. Advise troops. This is based on sigint.
(CINCPAC) g

15012572 -~ Important to get word out to press that we seized ship
(not that it was given back). (CINCPAC) Done. (DJS)

1501282 ~ llelo status: Knife 21 crashed in water; Knife 22 hit
and beached on Thai beach; Knife 23 crashed on beach;
—_ ‘ Knife 31 forced landed; Knife 32 returning to UT
" (hydrolic leak).

150129Z - Intentions re security force after island seized?

1501302 - Considering using 48 unemployed Marines from ship for
other purposes. Should not sail with MAYAGUEZ; should
shift to HOLT. (CINCPAC)

1501322 - Mission of force on island is to secure 1t, including
- searching it. (CINCPAC) :

1501332 - Will continue buildup 2 helos at a time. (USSAG)

1501402 - Although no personnel found on MAYAGUEZ, Marines did find
food*on table.

1501462 - GSF has run up national flag on ship. Situation on
' ground secure.

1501522 - Mzrines have run into hoavy AK-47 fire, mome Cloymorns,
Currently considering subordlnate unlts. 1 killed,
3 wounded.

1501552 - No accurate casualty figures. 5 CH-53 lost; 6 HH-53 _
returning (1 hit); 1 additional CH~53 returning - toatl
— of 12,

1502022 - WH asks time of next insertion. (DDO)

1502032 - Only 3 CH-53 have crashed; 2 others have battle damage
gv and are probably out.

o 150205Z - Probably get 2 more helo cycles (280-300) in today -
enough for night. Plan to continue insertion into night.
Checking on moving 48 from HOLT. (CINCPAC)

1502102 -~ Anticipate 1lst wave of helos arriving at 0225, with 30
: minutes turnaround time; next launch at 0300.

1502122 - No aircraft over KPS now; next launch at 0215. 1lst cycle
: of tac aircraft was armed recce.

1502142 ~ GSF on island still taking fire. Make 5" gun support
available. Also, for night insertion, insure necessary
lJights available., (CINCPAC)

1502202 - Want to move OV-1l0s down to UT for use as FACS.
1 boat sighted near island flying white flag.
on its intentions.

1502222 - Does GSF have yellow smoke available?

1502252 -~ Want to usc CORAL SEA ASW helos to transfer 48 Marines
from HOLT to island. Recommendations? (CINCPAC)



1502262

1502302
1502362

1502517

1502547

150301z
1503032
1503062

1503102
1503142

1503187

.
(8
Q
)
no
e
™~

1503222
1503232

1503272

1503292

1503332

1503412
1503422
1503452

1503492

1504062

1504082

HOLT desires to keep 20 lMarines aboard. (PACFLT)
Priority gOLS to GSF on island. (CINCPAC) Understand
MAYAGUTZ can't get underway on own power. {CINCPAC)

Jolly Green 41, now inbound, could be used to shuttle
from ship. (USSAG)

Intent to direct HOLT to transfer all of GSF from HOLT
if CNO doesn't object.

Marines aboard MAYAGUEZ need additional equipment to
be used ashore; it is being provided by helos coming

_from UT.

Those in boat waving white flag are Caucasian. WILSON
will pick up. Total of 30 people.

Navy aircraft have struck Ream 0257Z.
Marines are aboard HOLT vs MAYAGUEZ.

Landing craft alongside H.B. WILSON does have crew
members of MAYAGUEZ - over 30.

Jolly Green 41 inbound to pick up medevacs.

WILSON reports 39 crew members plus master (plus 5
unidéntified) have been recovered.

Intend to have Marine gound commander pull back enough
to allow tac air to relieve pressure. (CINCPAC)

Linguist wilh GSF con isiuound could pasc megsage te onemy
by bullhorn.

Could propose immediate surrender.

My intention is only to pull back enough to apply
firepower to knock out enemy. ,

5 Thais in boat want food and water and the boat, plus
permission to return to Thailand. Pass them our thanks
to them. ‘

HOLT reports that as condition for crew release US would .
stop firing. (CINCPAC)

Marines marking targets for NGF with yellow smoke. But
no request for NGF from GSF.

Latest GSF report is 1 KIA; 8 WIA (3 serious).
Two elements of GSF on island haven't yet linked up.

5 helos inbound for insertion (unless instructed otherwise)
(USSAC)

Battlefield equip for HOLT Marines coming on Jolly Green
11 and 12.
3 C-130s airborne with BLU-82s at 0357. Marines

Have 2
on way to reinforce GSF.

".F0¢
Sittvation: Marines in no danger. Enemy still raé&s+3nq—
vith weapons up to mortars, Claymores. Present thentLo
is to lcave ncxt move to tactical commander. Re mmcnd-l
we accept nothlnq less than unconditional surrend ¥

(CINCPAC)




1504122

1504132
1504142
1504322

1504392

1504407
1504482

}

i

t

f

H

Goal should be to cxact maximum retribution; pull back
and clobler them. (CJCS)

Agree; what happens next? (CINCPAC)

Pull back enough to pound them, then extract. (CJCS)
Helos inbound with reinforcements return to UT, then
come bacl: empty to begin evacuation of GSF. Meanwhile,

pound away. (USSAG)

Marine commander has not expressed need for reinforcement,

so will proceed to evacuate, using CORAL SEA deck. (CINCPAC)

!

Pound them thoroughly in the process. (CJCS)

GSF commander nceds 100 more men to enable extraction.

4
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MESSAGE CENTER

VIEICHAYD?R NV

MULY 1959

ACTION DJS

DISYR TERMSVC OPR FILESVC CJCS1(A4) CJCS SJCS(B1) J31(P1) JI3Co1)
JA(PLY JS(B1) J6(@1) NMCC DOCDIV(RL) SECDEF(@4) SECDEF:

ASDIISA(R7) ASDIPA(RL) DIAs tDIAICBI) NSA CMC s
C8AF WaSH DC .
CNO WASH DC
C8A WASH DC

T st EX CY; 33 C01) (026D RCF

ADDITIONAL DISTR:
TRANSI /142203&/1432552/906sazsn-anat

:! RUEKJCS #1892 1342205
NY 83888

T 1422932 MAY 75 FP6 FLAS}ﬁ
FM JES WASH DC

TN _RUHOHGA/CINCPAC HONOLULU HI

INPO RUWTEKA/CINCSAC OPPUTT AFB NB
RHMMBRA/CINCPACFLYT MAKALAPA M

RUMVAAA/CINCPACAF HICKAM AFB HQ B
RUMORGA/COMUSSAG 7AF NAKHON PHANOM RTAFPB THRAILAND
RUMGOAA/COMEEYENTHALY

RUMQHGA/CGFMPPAC CAMP W M SMITH MI

RUMGRGA/SAE ADVON NAKHON PHANON RTAFB THAILAND
RHMIAAA/$3AFP CLARK AB PHILIPPINES
RULYSCC/COMDESRON TWO THREE

RULYSCC/U3S HAROLD E WOLY

RNMPMTA/COMUSMNACTHAY DANGKOK THAILAND

RUMTBK /AMEMB BANGKOK TMAILAND

ar - r
APV 1950

SERSTATE HANDLE A8 NODIS

ACJES BENDS

8UBJI KHMER SEIZURE OF MAYAGUEZ (U)

1, (U) THIS IS AN EXECUTE MESSAGE,

‘3. (S) COMMENCE CYCLIC STRIKE OPZRATIONS FéON CORAL SEA lGAINSY
TARGETS IN THE KOMPONS §0M COMPLEX WITM FIRSY TIME OMN JARGET AY
‘:Bﬂlbz MAY 78 WHJICH COIchnls WITH ESTIMAYED TIME OF CAPTUREZ oF
MAYAGUEZ.,

3, (S) FIRST EVENT SHOULD BE ARMED RECONNATSSANCE WITH PRINICPAL
PAGE SAACR Y : CLERRGET

-
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BYLL ___ NLF, DATE al/e
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Vv 2. % 2 2 o 1959

TARGETS AS AIRCRAFT AND MILITARY WATERCRAFY, AVOID MERSHIPS IN
KOMPONG SOM UNTIL IDENTIPICATION HAS BEEN CLEZARLY E8TABLISHED as

CAMBODIAN, %

4’ ($) SUBSFOUENT FLIGHTS SHOULD MAKE MAY 11SE OF PRECISION GUINED
MUNITIONS TO ATTACK TARGETS OF MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE IN THE KONe

PONG 8O0M COMPLEX,

8, (U) DIRLAUTH ALCON, KEEP JCS INFORMED,
608 83 : ! TRy
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE '

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

MESSAGE CENTER grf“*\\

\ A

’\m 'E‘ - ‘d/j
6eRas

ACYTONS To SEL1ZE AND SECURE THE SS MAYAGUEZ/CREW.,

1. ¢8) THIS IS AN EXECUTE MESSAGE YO EFFECY RECOVERY OF MAYAGUEZ
ANnD CREHI

2, S) FOR CINCPAC!

A, CONDUCT ASSAULT BY MARINES ABOARD USS W E HOLY

Tn SEIZE AND SECURE 85 MAYAGUEZ TAW REF, SAYL/ TOW MAYAGUEZ TQ SEA

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, USE OF RCA, SUPPRESSIVE NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT

AND TACAIR FROM CORAL SEA AND USAF THAILAND BASED FORCES AUTHORIZED

AS NEEMED APPROPRIATE,

B, COMMENCE MARINE WELICOPTER ASSAULT ON gaou TANG ISLAND AN R!F.
URE OF NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPDRY AND TACAIR FROM CORAL SEA AND ¢
USAF THAILAND BASED FORCES AUTHORIZED AGAINSY KaONW TANG ISLAND,

C. '""SN SHIPS AND TACAIR FROM CORAL SEA AND USAF THAILAND BASED

FORCES AUTHORIZED TO ENGAGE AND DESTROY ALL CAMBODIAN CRAFT THAT

INTFRVENE IN THE OPAREA,

D, YITHDRAW MARINE ASSAULT FORCE FROM KAOM TANG ISLAND AS SOON AS

FEASYBLE UPON COMPLETION OF SEARCH FOR/REMOVAL OF MAYABUPZ CREW,

E, FEASE OPERATIONS AND WITHORAW ALL FORCES PROM THE OPAREA AS

SO0o~ AS FEASIBLE AND UPON COMPLETION OF MISSTON,

F, INITIATE REPORTS YAW JCS PUR 6 AS FOLLOWSS P
(1) SITREP EVERY SIX HOURS COMMENCING FIRST STRIKE. INCLUDE ( }
ARDITIONAL PLANNING ACTIONS,

Niga”
(2) ALL SORTIES REPGRT USING OPREP4 UPON COMPLETION FACH MISSTON.
(3) USE OPREP3 FOR INCIDENT REPORTING AS APPROPRIAYE,

3. rS) FOR CINCSACS
PPNVIDE AIR REFUELING SUPPORT AS REQUESTED IN MOORDINATION WITH
CINEPAC.

4, (8) NO NTHER REPEAT NO OTHER OPERATIONS CONTAINED IN REF PLANNING

MESSAGE HAVE BEEN APPROVED FOR EXECUTION.
S, fU) DIRLAUTH ALCON, KEEP JCS INFORMED,

6 , (U) THERE IS TO RE NO UNAUTHORIZED PUBLIC COMMENTY ON THIS MATTER,
AMY NEWS MEDIA OR PUBLIC UUERIES ARE TO RE ACCEPTED WITH A GUOTE

NN FOMMENY UNGUOTE REPLY AND BE CALLED IMMEDIATELY TO THME ATTENTION
OF ASD(PA) VIA THME PA WATCH OFFICER IN THE NMCC, ASD(PAY WILL
CNOPDINAYE AND PROVIDE FURTHER PUBLIC AFPATRS GUIDANCE aAS
APPROPRIATE, 6DS 83
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RUMVAAA/CINCPACAF HICKAM AFB NMT
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RUMYRK/AMEMB BANGKOK THAILAND
RUENC/SECSTATE WASH DC
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NMCC SECDEP(84) SECDEFI ASDIISACI9) DIA$ DIACie) cHmeC
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’ NMCC3 NMCC2 NMCCy FILE(1) Act Pri Info
f."’ 5 o R I
4DV DISTR NMge =A
TRANSIT/ 271601502/ | TYOR{35@18(FS
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RUENC YAKE FOR PIR3T TIME,,,.,ALL_OTH E O
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INPO GUHTEKA/CINCAAC OFFUTT APB NB— LSAR o e
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