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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

-CONFIDENTIAL WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

PARTICIPANTS: 

DATE & TIME: 

PLACE: 

SUBJECT: 

President Ford 
Senator Mike Mansfield, D. -Montana 
Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs 

Friday - November 5, 1976 
3:25 p.m. - (uncertain) 

The Oval Office 

Senator Mansfield's Trip to China 

Mansfield: Well, I don't know what to say. You got the states but not the 
votes. 

President: It was a helluva campaign. 

Mansfield: It was. A good, clean campaign. I think a lot of people had 
a hard time deciding. Where are you going to go? Stay here? 

President: Probably not. None of the kids' friends are left in Virginia. 
In Grand Rapids we haven't lived since we only had one child. "We'll 
probably float between California and Vail. 

Mansfield: There have been a lot of changes in the Congress. It is 
going to be a tough bunch for the new guy. 

President: And there aren't the leaders anymore. 
a Rayburn or even an Albert. 

Tip (O'Neill) is not 

Mansfield: I'm not sure even Rayburn could deal with this gang. 

We spent a week at Sinkiang. It has a sixth of the land area but only 11 
million people. The border has been closed for years, but they are not 
afraid of the Soviet Union. I went to Peking three times. We heard 
about Hua Kuo-feng' s elevation. They're building a Mao mausoleum. 
It's most un-Chinese. //~: ~ 

C ONFlflENTIAI::; 

' 



--G·GNFIDENTIAh - 2 -

We had a good meeting with Li Hsien-nien, who was very philosophical. 
He said they have to fire some empty cannon once in a while. Mao's 
niece was a little sharper with me, but on Taiwan she said it was our 
problem; they had done their part. I said we had a lot of knots and it 
took time. She said knots can be untied. I said not if they are wet. 

President: Were they belligerent as they were with (Hugh) Scott? 

Mansfield: No. I think Hugh sort of asked for it. You have to roll 
with these people. You can't win an argument with them. Everywhere 
we went, the line was grief for Mao and saturation with the Mao line. 

President: About the Soviets too? 

Mansfield: Yes. No change in the hatred there. I think the purge was 
being planned right along, even maybe before Mao died. I wasn't 
surprised it happened; only that it was so soon. It 1 s been a helluva year 
for them-- four earthquakes, Teng, Mao, the purge. 

They have a lot of confidence, they aren't afraid of the Soviet Union. 
They are working hard but have a long way to go. They say the Soviets 
are going after the West, not after them. They said we should get out 
of Korea with the UN Command, but they are not pressing us. I said 
how about our troops in Europe? And they said "That's your problem. " 
I said it is weaker than before, with Greece-Turkey, Italy, Portugal. 
They said: "Why don't you advise them? " 

(There was a little discussion on the Thailand coup. He said they were 
going back to the old corrupt Thai ways. There was some discussion 
of Japan and Miki.) 

President: I think the Governor doesn't know what he is in for. 

Mansfield: He really doesn't. I don't think anyone could. It's a new 
ball game. 

President: There is a big turnover. 

Mansfield: They don't play the game the same way. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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President: Who will be the new leader? 

Mansfield: I don't know. It is really between Hubert and Bob (Byrd). 
I don't know about his health. 

(Discussion of Betty, Steve) 

President: How is the Big Sky coming? 

Mansfield: I talked to Tippy Huntley. 
half. I guess it's not doing too well. 
it a Vail, but it is going very slowly. 

A guy from Michigan bought 
Just getting by. They want to make 

President: I see John Melcher won (a Senate seat from Montana). 

Mansfield: Yes. He is a good man. He worked hard. A new 
Republican took his old seat. 
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ITALIAN EMBASSY HAS GIVEN US FOLLOWING liiGHLIGHTS OF 
V ... RSf\TllJ I NOVEHBEK 20 BETH[EN VICE PI{E!·IlER Ll HSif.:N-NIEN 

G I US C P P E B A R f U L 0 ME I , L E A 0 E R fJ F C H f< I S T I A l 0 E i'HJ C KAT S 1 N 
ITALIAN SENATE. EMBASSY OFFICERS DID NOT ATTEND rEEl iNG 

H LI OUT BARTOLOME I DESCRI"ED DISCUSSIUN TO ThEM LAlER. 

LI TOLD BARTOLOMEI THAT CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS SHOULD 
ITINUE TO STR IVE TO KEEP THE PCI OUT OF THE GUVERN~1EN T, 
. I KE THE YUGOSLAV PARTY WHICH WAS REVISIO~IST BUT INUE-
1[} EN T 0 F T tiE S Ll V I E T S, THE P C I \-I AS u 0 T H R E V I S I 0 N 1 S T AND 
:u TO MOSCUW, IT W~ULD BE DANGEROUS IF THE PCI WERE 
.UWEO T8 SHARE PUWE~. A CHINESE OFFICIAL PRESENT AT 
~ M~ET ING EMPHAS IZED TO A MEMBER or BARTOLOMEI'S 
1 UP THE H 0 P E THAT B A K T 0 L 0 11 E I 0 N H I S R E TURN T 0 K 0 ME 
JLD HAKE CLEAR PKC VIEWS IN THIS REGARD TO HIS PARTY 
> GOVERI'l~1Et1T. 

I J REVIEWING THI:: CURRENT STATE OF SINO-US RELATimJS 
l BARTULOM[J, Ll DID NUT DEPART FRUM THE LINE l~AT HE 
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6 0 N F I DE N T I A L USUN 5640 

EXDIS 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFDRI CHI UN 
SUBJECT: DEPARTURE OF ~UANG HUA 

of • REF: USUN 562"+ 

1. CHOU NAN OF CHINESE DELEGATION TOLD MISOFF 
NOVEMBER 24 THAT PERM REP HUANG HUA WOULD BE DEPARTING 
NY AND RETURNING TO PEKING IN THE NEAR FUTURE <REFTEL>. 

' WHILE THIS NEWS IS NuT WIDELY KNOWN AS YET, THERE IS 
ALREADY CONSIDERABLE BUZZING AND SPECULATION IN THE CIRCLE OF 
THOSE ALREADY INFORMED. EVEN THOUGH HUANG HUA HAS 
NOW COMPLETED FIVE YEARS IN NEW YORK1 THE TIMING Of 
HIS DEPARTURE GI VES RISE TO IMMEDIATE QUESTIONS 
WHETHER IT IS CONNECTED WITH RECENT CHANGES I N PRC 
LEADERSHIP STRUCTURE -- I.E., WHETHER HUANG HUA IS ON 
HIS WAY UP1 DOWN OR OUT. 

2 • JAPAN E S E PERM R E P ARE T 0 L D AM B BENNETT EVEN I N.G 
NOVEMBER 24 HE ATTRIBUTED NO PARTICULAR POLITICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE TO HUANG HUAtS DEPARTURE AND WAS 
CONVINCED HE WAS LEAVING FOR REASONS OF HEALTH. 
ACCORDING ro ABE1 HUANG HUA HAS SU~FERED GREAT PAIN 
FROM A BACK PROBLEM -- IT SOUNDS LIKE SOMETHING LIKE 
A SLIPPED DISK -- AN O HAD EXTENSIVE TREATMENT WHIL~ 
IN PEKING LAST SUMME R ON HOME LEAVE. HE CAME BACK 
FEELING MUCH BETTER, ~UT HAS TOLD ABE THAT HIS 
CONDITION HAS AGAIN neTERIORATED AND HE IS IN CONSIDE~ABEL 
PAIN. IT IS A FACT THAT HAS BEEN NOTED THAT HUANG HUA 
HAS CUT DOWN ON HIS ATTENDENACE AT SECURITY COUNCIL 
MEETINGS AND UTHER PUaLIC APPEARANCES. 
SCRANTON 
BT 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASIIINGTON 

November 29, 19 76 

Dear Mike: 

I want to thank you for both the excellent written 
report you sent me on your recent trip to the People's 
Republic of China and the personal insight you pro­
vided on this same subject in our meeting on 
November 4. Your comnrents, framed in the 
perspective of a lifetime as a scholar on China, 
were both thoughtful and perceptive. 

This is a time of uncertainty in China and as we 
define our relationship with the new government, it 
will be extremely valuable to have your thoughts and 
advice. In this regard, although you are retiring from 
the Senate, I hope that you will continue to make your 
expertise and counsel available to our country's 
leaders in the years to come. 

Warm personal regards,~ 

The Honorable Mike Mansfield 
United States Senate 
Washington~ D. C. 20510 

. --.-.,.- .. -~---..,._~ ........ , .. .. . ...-----.................. --~.._ _ _...-...;,.._ ______ ~--..... -.""" ....... __ ........... ___ _ 
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'LIMDIS 
E.O.ll652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR~ CH, IT~ US, UR, JA 
SUBJECT: MEETING BETWEEN LI HSIEN-NIEN AND CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC 
LEADER 

1. ITALIAN EMBASSY HAS GIVEN US FOLLOWING HIGHLIGHTS OF 
CONVERSATION NOVEMBER 20 BETWEEN VICE PREMIER Ll HSIEN-NIEN 
AND GIUSEPPE BARTOLOMEI~ LEADER OF CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS IN 
THE ITALIAN SENATE. EMBASSY OFFICERS DID NOT ATTEND MEETING 
WITH Ll BUT BARTOLOMEI DESCRIBED DISCUSSION TO THEM LATER. 

2. LI TOLD BARTOLOMEI THAT CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS SHOULD 
. CONTINUE TO STRIVE TO KEEP THE PCI OUT OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

UNLIKE THE YUGOSLAV PARTY WHICH WAS REVISIONIST BUT INDE­
PENDENT OF THE SOVIETS~ THE PC! WAS BOTH REVISIONIST AND 
TIED TO MOSCOW. IT WOULD BE DANGEROUS IF THE PCI WERE 
ALLOWED TO SHARE POWER. A CHINESE OFFICIAL PRESENT AT 
THE MEETING EMPHASIZED TO A MEMBER OF BARTOLOMEI'S 
GROUP THE HOPE THAT BARTOLOMEI ON HIS RETURN TO ROME 
WOULD MAKE CLEAR PRC VIEWS IN THIS REGARD TO HIS PARTY 
AND GOVERNMEtJT. 

3. IN REVIEWING THE CURRENT STATE OF SINO-US RELATIONS 
FOR BARTOLOMEI~ LI DID NOT DEPART FROM THE LINE THAT HE 
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