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FOR: AMBASSADOR BUSH

FROM: - HENRY A. KISSINGER
SUBJECT: DEMARQIEE TO THE CHINESE ON THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT

Fy I
Paragraphs one to six are for—the-Ambassadorls—information and are

not to be passed to the PRC.. ..

1. After thorough review of the results of our discussions
with the PRC leaders in Peking, the President has decided on the
approach presented in this message. On the basis of the guidance
and documentation presented in paragréphs 2-5 below, you are to
request a meeting with Foreign Minister Ch'iao as soon as possible,
state our position, and ask for a prompt response to our proposal
as a basis for proceeding with planning for the President's trip.

2. The President has determined that U.S. interests will be
served by sustaining our present relationship with Peking through
the vehicle of his trip, but to lower the profile of the viéit.

At the same time we want to signal to the world and the American
people that we have an on-going relationship with the PRC based on
mutual interests, despite areas of disagreement.

3. Our objectives in structuring the outcome of the visit are.
to limit the public airing of our divergent positions on inter-
national and bilateral issues and striking a modestly upbeat note

on some areas of agreement. We seek to do this by getting the
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Chinese to agree to a joint presé statement to be issued at the
conclusion of Mr. Ford's trip, rather than a joint communigque

based on their draft which would tend to highlight our differences
and invite comparisons with the Shanghai Communique. At the same
time, we will shorten the President's visit to Peking by a day or so,
and dilute the uniqueness'of the trip by adding brief visits to
Manila and Jakarta on the way home. This will place our dealings
with the Chinese in a framework more appropriate to our varied
interests and relationships in the Asian region and genefally
strengthen the rationale for his journey.

4. This approach is based in part on our evaluation of the
negative domestic and international consequences of a cancellation
of the visit, and our assessment that for Peking the fact of the
Presidential trip is the important thing. We have also concluded that
there is no way to salvage a communique acceptabie to us. This
could only be done if we substantially beefed-up the positive state-

ments concerning our relationship on bilateral and international

issues. But based on my trip to Peking we have absolutely no reason

to expect that the Chinese will agree to such an approach.
Our decision to pursue the idea of a low profile press statement
is based on the Foreign Minister's comments to me in the car on the"

way to the airport in which he indicated that such a statement, which

SECRET?/SENSITIVE/EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY

e



-SEERBET/SENSITIVE/EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 3.

could moderate the expression of our differences, would be acceptable
to the Chinese side in lieu of a formal communique. In the proposed
statement attached at the end of this message we have included verbatim
the positive elements in the PRC draft communique, added a few posi-
tive remarks of our own relating to international developments

and the state of our bilateral relations, and included a small but
significant advance on the normalization issue through an American
expression of support for the unity of China.

5. Regarding specific arrangemenﬁs for the trip, we now
envisage an arrival by the President and his party on the afternoon
of December 1 with departure on the morning of December 5. The
President would not repeat not visit another Chinese city, and would
make the emphasis of his stay a series of business-like working
sessions with only limited amounts of sightseeing.

6. Based on the above considerations, you should request a
meeting with the Foreign Minister ASAP to present our reconsidered
position. You should not make the presentation to an official of
lower rank than the Foreign Minister.

7. You should make the following points in your presentation:

-- The President has carefully reviewed the results of the
Secretary's recent visit to Peking. He reaffirms the importance he
attaches to our relations with the PRC, and his belief that if we
are to make further progress in dealing with the international concerns
we share, and in solving the bilateral issues still between us, it i;
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essential that the American people perceive some balancé between our
areas of disagreement and our common perceptions. He is pPrepared
to proceed with his visit on this basis.

~— We have concluded that a Joint Communique of the sort
proposed by the Chinese side during the Secretary's visit would
serve neither of our interests. From our standpoint the
communique submitted by the Eg;eign Minister could be made acceptable
only if sufficient positive elements were added to balance off the
differences, and if some of the offensive language in the individual
statements were toned down or eliminated. Aan attempt to achieve
this would be too time—consuming and the result would probably be
disappointing. Wwe therefore prefer to bpursue the idea of a joint

press statement as was mentioned by the Foreign Minister to the

that a press statementgxhhd be less formal and would not require
the same elaboration of each party's global views. (At this point
present to the Foreign Minister the draft press statement included
- at the end of this message.)

== In drafting the proposed press statement we have used
verbatim the pPositive elements which the Chinese side included in
their draft Joint Communique, and have presented the points on
ndrmalization in abbreviated form. We have added an explicit US
acknowledgement of the principle of one China, and a generalized
statement at the end of the docﬁment about future pProgress in our

bilateral relations. we believe this approach should be acceptable
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to the Chinese since we have used so many formulations verbatim

and have included language dealing with the questions of hegemony ,
the Chinese side's '"three principles for normalization,'" and direct
U.S. acceptance of the principle of the unity of China. While we
consider the positive elements to be inadequate for a Joint Communique,
we could live with them in a press statement that reduces the
contentious elements.

-- In view of the limited time which remains for technical
Planning of the trip, it would be highly desirable to reach agreement
on the basic elements of the joint press statement no later
than Saturday, November 1 and before then, if possible. We
recognize there may be need for some minor adjustments in language
in the statement during the visit.

-- If we can agree on this text at least as a basié we are
prepared to announce the President's visit on Monday, November 3.

We would use the proposed Chinese text except for substltutlng Afdwg?

December 5 as the terminal date.

visit be working sessions where both sides can continue to exchange
views on international and bilateral issues. We do not think it
will bghecessary for him to visit any city other than.Peking.
We proéose that the President and his party arrive during the
afternoon of December 1 and depart on the morning of December 5.

-- We would appreciate confirmation that the President will be
treated with the protocol appropriate to a head of state.

-- The President may pay brief visits on the way home to one

or two friendly Asian countries. (FYI Philippines and Indonesia)
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8. Text of joint press statement (copy text).
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October 25, 1975

JOINT PRESS STATEMENT

President Gerald R. Ford of the United States of
America: visited the People's Republic of Chipa at .the
invitation of Premier Cﬁou En-lai of the People‘'s Republic
of China from December 1 to December 5, 1975. Accompany-
ing the President were Mrs. Ford, Secretary of State
Henry A. Kissinger, and other American officials.

(Details of visit)

During the visit, the leaders of China and the United
States concentrated on a far-ranging review of the inter-
national situation in a friendly atmosphere. The conver-
sations, which they judge to have been constructive, re-
flected their well-known differences but also confirmed
their common perception of certain issues of great signi-
ficance to both countries.

Both the Chinese and US sides affirmed that the
principles agreed upon in the Shaqghai Communique remain
a guide for both their international conduct and their
bilateral relations. In particular, they strongly
reaffirmed that neither should seek hegemony in the Asia-
Pacific region or any other part of the world, and that

each is opposed to efforts by any other country or group

of countries to establish such hegemony. fgg'ro Ozx
DECLASSIFIED ‘ 5 %,

E.O. 12958, SEC. 3.5 \% &
NSCMEMOJ1RM9&SWWEDEPIGUWEUNES © ?kj

_NARA, DATE Z{L2l0 ®

BY o



. ~-SBEREFP/NODIS ‘

_2_

Both the Chinese and U.S. sides pointed out that
since the Shanghai Communique there has been a growth in
the exchanges and friendship between the two peoples and
an improvement in the relations between the two countries.
It conforms to‘the common desire of the peoples of China
and the United States -to realize the no:malization'of
relations between the two countries.

Each side reiterated the views it expressed in the
Shanghai Communique concerning normalization of relations.
In stating its position, the Chinese side said that normal-
ization of relations could be realized only when the United
States severs diplomatic relations with Taiwan, withdraws
all U.S. armed forces and military installations from
Taiwan, and abrogates the defense treaty. In stating its
position, the U.S. side expressed agreement with the
principle of one China. It emphasized its interest in the
peaceful settlement of the Taiwan question by the Chinese
themselves.

The twe sides agreed that the contacts and exchanges
between the peoples of China and the United States in such
fields as science, technology, culture, sports and
journalism will contribute to the enhancement of mutual
understanding and friendship. Both sides will facilitate

the further development of such contacts and exchanges.
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Both sides maintained that it is in the interest
of the two peoples to develop bilateral trade step by
step on the basis of equality and mutual benefit. The
two sides agreed to continue to facilitate such trade.

Both sides reaffirmed that despite the profound
differences of philosophy and social system thch exist
vbetween the United Stétes and China, it is nonetheless
possible to deepen friendship and understanding bétween
the two peoples, and that mutual efforts will be sustained
to complete the normalizatioh of relations between China
and the United States on the basis of the Shanghai Com-
munique.

President Ford and his party expressed their apprecia-
tion to the Government and people of the People's

Republic of China for the hospitality extended to them.
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