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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

13 May 75 

Lora: 

I have transcribed my telcons from 
tonight. I didn't monitor all the calls 
back and forth to Defense Dept. but 
these do include all the Presidential 
calls of tonight along with one with 
the President during the early morning 
hours. 

There may have been others with the 
President from last night/ early am 
this could be checked with Anne or 
Marilyn. 

Bud suggested these be held -- at least 
until the crisis is over -- they may be 
needed for record-check purposes. 

Wilma 

Digitized from Box 1 of  NSA Kissinger - Scowcroft West Wing Office Files 
 at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



General Scowcroft/ The President 
2:23a.m., May 13, 1975 

S: Mr. President, I am sorry to bother you. 

P: That's all right. 

S: I told the people I was to be notified the minute the ship moved. 
It is now underway and it is 15 minutes out of Kampong Som. 

P: What happened? 

S: I am so mad, I'm just -- I have asked them to have any F-4s 
from Thailand launched. I don't think there is a chance of intercepting 
them now. ·At 12 knots, it is about an hour out of port. There is no 
evidence of escort vessels. If we can get any fighters in the air, we 
could fire across the bow and attempt to turn it around. 

P: I think that is all we can do if there are no surface vessels there. 

S: We certainly don't. With your approval, Mr. President, if we 
can get some planes in the air --

P: I think you ought to try that. It doesn't seem to me there is any 
other alternative, Brent. But dammit, they hadn't better sink it now!!! 

S: No, sir, that would be disastrous.-

P: That would be the ultimate in stupidity. You tell them to do that, 
Brent. I will see you -- what time is it? I don't even know. 

S: It is 2:25. I will call you if anything unusual takes place. 

P: Don't hesitate to do that, Brent. Thank you. 

""', <. \ 



! 
I 
~ 
~ 

The President/General Scowcroft 
8:10p.m., May 13, 1975 

P: 

S: 

P: 

S: 

P: 

S: 

P: 

Hello 

Mr. President. 

Yes, Brent. 

I just have one quick one. Three little boats have taken off toward 
the northeast. One boat has been sunk. The second has turned back 
and the third is continuing at full speed. If they can 1t stop it any 
other way, we have no choice but to destroy it. 

I think we have no choice. 

It is obvious they know what we want. 

No, I think you should. If we don•t do it, it is an indication of some 
considerable weakness. 

S: No question about it. 

P: I think we should just give it to them. 

S: To show them we mean business. 

P: I am glad they got the first two. I think we ought to take the 
action on the third one. 

S: Thank you, Sir. 
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General Wickham/ General Scowcroft 
8:15p.m., May 13, 1975 

S: He (the President) says yes, they have got to be stopped. If they 
can't do it any other way, it has to be destroyed. 

W: We may lose the thing here in the next few minutes. 
All right, Brent. 



General Wickham/ General Scowcroft 
9:48p.m., ~ay 13, 1975 

W: We }:lave got one of these little boats five miles off Kampong Som. 
No aircr,aft around with RCA. They have expended. Pilot reports 
a group of what looks like Caucasians huddled on the bow. He made 
several passes. The pilot thinks he could probably disable it by 
hitting it in the rear. Can we get Presidential approval? 

S: Do you need it? He's already ... 

W: Well, now we have a question as to the identity of the people on the 
bow. Do we want to stop them and possibly sink the boat? Why 
don't you run it by the President. I have an open line to them and 
you can get right back to me. 



The President/General Scowcroft 
9:50 p.m., May 13, 1975 

S: 

P: 

S: 

P: 

S: 

P: 

S: 

P: 

S: 

P: 

We have another boat. There is one survivor in a raft. I don't 
know whether they have picked him up or not. We have just had a 
report that on one of the boats which is five miles off Kampong Som 
there may be some Caucasians held in the front. The pilot thinks 
he can stop it without sinking it. 

Right. As I understand it, one fled and got to another island and then 
we sank the one and the third one is the one you are discussing. 

Yeah. 

Well, I don't think we have any choice. 

If they get the Americans to the mainland they have hostages and • 

We have to predicate all these actions on the possibility of losing 
Americans. 

I will have them ask the pilot to do his best to S:op it without sinking 
it. 

I think that is right. I will be over there in about 15 minutes. 

I will have the Defense Department Option Paper by then. 

Okay, Brent. 
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General Wickham/ General Scowcroft 
9:5 4 p. m. , May 1 3, 1 9 7 5 

S: Go ahead, John. Have the pilot to disable it and not to sink it. 

W: All right, Brent. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
l 
I 
l 
} ,. 
I 

Data Sheet Regarding U.S. Vessel Picked Up By Cambodians 

Name of Vessel: Mayaquez 

Registration: American, belonging to the Sealand Corporation 

Nationality of Crew: Reportedly 39 crewmen of U.S. nationality. 

Type of Vessel: Container Ship 

Circumstances of Seizure: According to ship and company reports, 
the seizure took place at 0718 ZULU, or 2:18a.m. Washington time. 
The ship was allegedly fired upon and boarded by Cambodian armed 
forces at 9048' north/102°53' east. (See map at Tab A.) 

Ship's Route: Probable last port, Hong Kong; intended destination, 
Thailand. Ship is now being towed toward an unknown Cambodian port, 
but probably Kompong Som (Sihanoukville). 

Cargo unknown, but reportedly some DOD cargo is on board. 





.. 

10 

Bur m ~) 
,..,.. 

Andaman 
Sea 

Strait 

bf 
I 

Malacca 

------ f -................ , .. 
NAMES ANON:~ESSARILY AUTHORITkTIVE ARE NOT 

Base 502266 6·74 

G u If 

of 

Thailand X 

0 

~Railroad 

___ Road 

Tra1l 

50 100 

50 100 150 Ktk>meteB 

·r· fO 
. () 

'.;) <:.. .... 
a: 

\(__5 



Ni\Y 12, 1975 

Office of the 1dhi te House Press Secretary 

TIIE ~'7HITE HC)USE 

STATEMENT BY THE PPillSS SECPillTARY 

He have been 'informed that a Cambodian naval vessel has seized 
an illnerican merchant ship on the high seas and forced it to the 
port of Kompong Sam. The President has met with the NSC. He 
considers this seiz~re an act of piracy. He has instructed the 
State Depa:::-tment to\demand the immediate release of the ship. 
Failure to do so worlld have the most serious consequences. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

FYI 13 May 75 

Lora: 

Gen Scowcroft signed off on the 
attached this pm. I have called to 
Bud's attn because RCA's have 
already been used and it will require 
appropriate dating after Pres 1 sig. 

Just wanted to fly it by you -- in 
case subject comes up in the next 
couple of days -- before putting it 
in the General's chron. 

Wilma 

' _ ... 



MEI-.fORANDUM ACTIO'< I ' 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

May 13, 1975 

SECRETARY KISSINGER 

DAVID ELLIOTT 't:, -~-

Use of Riot Control Agents in 
Recovering the Mayaguez and Its Crew 

The JCS considers that it received oral authorization from the President, 
at NSC meeting, to use riot control agents (RCA) in the event of a military 
operation to recover the S. S. Mayaguez and its crew and passangers. In 
light of recent Congressional concerns relating to the use of RCAs in 
Vietnam, it is advisable to obtain written authorization. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you. sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I. 

. i 

~/GDS 

DECLASSIFIED 
·~ ·" -~ ··c,.l 

E.O. 11958, Sec. 3.5 
NSC Memo, 11121198. Statf' D~pt. Guidelh: 
By IAK w, NAR,~, D?.te ...!.lWl':'" 
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MEMORANDL'M 

MEMORAND,UM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ACTION - 3278 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

THE PRESIDENT ~ 

HENRy A. KISSINGER I (L_.) 

Use of Riot Control Agents in Recovering 
the Mayaguez and Its Crew 

DOD has indicated that any military effort to recover the S. S. Mayaguez 
and its crew might be facilitated by the use of riot control agents (RCA). 
Such use could reduce casualties and in some situations obviate the 
necessity of greater, including lethal, force. 

Under Executive Order 11850 (Tab B), the first use in war of RCAs is 
precluded except in defensive military modes to save lives, inter alia, 
"in rescue missions, in remotely isolated areas, of downed airmen and 
passengers, and escaping prisoners". The legislative history connected 
with the Senate ratification of the Geneva Protocol makes clear that we 
also hold open possible use in situations analogous to those described in 
the Executive Order. The recovery of the Mayaguez and its crew is 
so analogous. 

Those uses of RCAs allowed by the Executive Order require your 
authorization in advance. Such authorization was given for the emergency 
evacuation operation in Vietnam (Tab C). 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the order at Tab A authorizing the use of riot control agents 
to save lives in the event of a military effort to recover the S. S. Mayaguez 
and its crew and passengers. 

~GDS DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

.') 

NSC Memo, 11/24-/98. Stntfl Dept. Guide}i·· 
By '' k' , Nf_~~,;,_ D3te •. ~I 'il\ 

---~------
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

SUBJECT: 

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

Use of Riot Control Agents in Efforts to Recover 
the S.S. Mayaguez and Its Crew and Passengers 

Pursuant to Executive Order 11850, U.S. forces are authorized to use 
riot control agents to save lives in the event an operation is approved 
to recover the S.S. Mayaguez and its crew and passengers from the 
waters off Cambodia. 

cc: The Secretary of State 

~/GDS 
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Office of the ~fuite iiouse Press Secretary 

---------------------------------------------------··---------
niE \r.UT"t: HOUSZ -----------
E:O:CU''l'IVE OwER 

RENUl~CIA'l'IO~l OF CZR1AIJ USZS I~·t UALt OF C~it::.fiCAL 
liEn.BICiiJES A:'n> '-\IO'i' COH'l'?.OL AGr:i.ITS 

The United States renounces, as a matter of national 
policy, first use of herbicides in ~ar except use, under 
reculations applica~le to their do~estic use, for control 
of vegetation witain U.S. bases and installations or around 
their i~aediate defensive perineters, and first .use of riot 
control aeents in ~-~ar exce£)t in defensive military modes to 
save lives such as: 

(a) Use of riot control a~ents in riot control 
situations in areas under direct and distinct U.S. military 
control, to include controllint; riotins prisonars of 'to~ar. 

(b) Use of riot control eJents in situations in t;Jhl.ch 
civilians are used to uask or scree;., attacks and civilian 
casualties can be reduced or avoided. 

(c) Use of riot control aeents in rescue missions, in 
remotely isolated areas, of dmJned aircrews and passen3ers, 
and escaping prisoners. 

(d) Use of riot control azents in rear echelon areas 
outside the zone of ~muediate coubat to protect convoys from 
civil .disturbances, terrorists and paramilitary orzanizations. 

I have deteru1ined that the provisions and procedures 
prescribed by this Order are necessary to ensure pro£)er im­
plementation and observ&&ce of such national policy. 

~OW, T"clEP~FO~. by virtue of the authority vested in me 
as President of t~e United States of America by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States and as Co~~uander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces of the United States, it is hereby ordered as 
follo'\·Ts: 

Section 1. T.1e Secretary of uefense s!lall take all 
necessary measures to ensure that t!le use by the Arr.ed 
Forces of the United States of any riot control azents and 
chemical herbicides in uar is prohibitec.l unless suc:1 use 
has Presidential approval, in advance. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of ~efense shall prescribe the 
rules and reeulations he deems necessar; to ensure that the 
national policy herein anno~~ced s~all be observed by the 
Arcled Forces of the United States. 

Gi::aAL:O R. FORD 

T1m ~.-1!1ITI: l!~USZ , 
APRIL 8, 1?75 

•. 
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THE WHlTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 17, 1975 

MEMORANDU!v1 FOR .. 

SUBJECT: 

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

Use of Riot Control Agents in the Republic 

of Vietnam 

Pursuant to the provisions of Executive Order 11850, your request 
. of April 4, 1975 for authority for the use of riot control agents 
chlorobenzylidenemalononitrile (CS) and chloracetophenone (CN) 
by U. 5. forces in the Republic of Vietnam in situations requiring 
crowd dispersal during any emergency evacuation operation is 

approved. 

cc: The Secretary of State 
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THE WHITE HousE 

WAaHINeTON 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAaHINGTON 

13 May 75 

Lora: 

Attached are extra copies of papers 
used in mtgs/discussions tonight. 

They may be needed during the next 
couple of days. 

Wilma 
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~SNSlTIVE 

TALKING POINTS FOR CONGRESSIONA L NOTIFICATION 

I am calling to inform you, on a classified basis, of certain 

developments with regard to the seizure of an Amer,ican merchant 

vessel by Cambooian naval vessels off the coast of Cambodia yesterday. 

The United States has demanded the im1nediate release of the ship and 

its crew. There has been no Ca1nbodian response to this demand. 

As a precautionary measure, the President has ordered the 

U.S. military forces to take certain actions: 

-- to prevent the American sean1.en from being trans-

!erred from the vessel or the nearby island to the Cambodian 

mainland, placing their lives in jeopardy and restricting our 

ability to rescue them. 

-- to prevent reinforcement from the Mainland of the 

Cambodian forces detaining the American vessel and crew. 

With these objectives in mind, th.e President has directed that 

U.S. aircraft should attcm.pt to stop the moven1.ent of Cambodian boats · 

HsetaM• .. t tl'l? i8L .. e a1.: lh~ .,11:.~ aa~between the ship or the island and 
i- and to prevent tnove,;ent of the ship itself 
the Cambodian m.c.ir.land I Our 1nilitar~r comrnanders have been 

directed to uee the minimum force required to achieve these 

objectives. 

FYl. Yuu may draw C•n, hut nut go bl!yoncl, the attached fact sheet in 
answering qul.:stions on thi~ subject. 
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May 13, 1975 

Status of the U.S. Merchant Ship Seized hr Cambodians 

The S. S. Mayaguez, seized by Cambodian Con1n1Unist forces, May 12, 

is now about 20 miles outside the port of Kompong Som, just north of Koh 

Tang Island. The ship is dead in the water, and there is reason to believe 

that n1ost or all of its crew has been transferred to the island. The 

ship is being kept under surveillance by u.s. reconnaissance aircraft. 

As a precautionary measure, several U.S. Navy combat vessels 

have been ordered to proceed to the general area of Koh Tang Island. 

The U.S. has requested that Plmom Penh authorities ha.ve the ship 

released immediately. We have, so fa1·, received no reply. 

An NSC m.eeting was convened this morning. 
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~/SENSITIVE 

TALKTI'\G POINTS FOR CONGRESSIONAL NOT!FICA TION 

I am calling to inform you. on a classified basis, of certain 

developments wi~.regard to the seizure of an Amerj.can merchant 

vessel by Cambo.Clian naval vessels off the coast of Cambodia yesterday. 

The United States has demanded the im1nediate release of the ship and 

its crew. There has been no Catnbodian response to this demand. 

As a precautionary measure, the President has ordered the 

U. S. military forces to take certain actions: 

-- to prevent the American seamen from being trans-

!erred from the vessel or the nearby island to the Cambodian 

mainland, placing their lives in jeopardy and restricting our 

ability to rescue them. 

-- to prevent reinforcetnent from the Mainland of the f 
Cambodian fcrces detaining the American vessel and crew. 

With these objectives in mind, the President has directed that 

U. S. a-ircraft should attcn1pt to stop the movement of Cambodian boats ' 

fl,_ Lt. M:"!"l. tl''? iFOL.a1 a .. .: tL •... h:j'!i zcafr.between the ship or the island and 
......... 

and to prevent movement of the ship itself 
the Cambodian n1ainlancl I Our militarr comrnanders have been 

directed to use the minimum force required to achieve these 

objectives. 

FYl. Yuu may draw c.n, but not go beyond, the attached fact sheet in 
answering questions on this subject. 
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May 13, 1975 

Status of the U.S. Merchant SJli..P Seized by Cambodians 

The S. S. Mayaguez, seized by Cambodian Con1munist forces, May 12, 

1s now about 20 miles outside the port of Kompong Som, just north of Koh 

Tan.g Island. The ship is dead in the water, and there is reason to believe 

that rnost or all of its crew has been transferred to the island. The 

ship is being kept under surveillance by u.s. reconnaissance aircraft. 

As a precautionary measure, several U.S. Navy combat vessels 

have been ordered to proceed to the general area of Koh Tang Island. 

The U.S. has requested that Phnom Penh authorities have the ship 

released inuDediately. Vfe have, so far, received no reply. 

An NSC m.eeting Y..'as convened this morning. 

• ~ .l 

.. _,/ 

··,-----~-"-":;'"#/$· 

~ .. 

, .( 
_,.~· J 

, ~ . 

.. . 



! 
! 
I 
I. 
l 
I 
I 

. • . .. 

•. 

. ,} 

... 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 13, 1975 

According to Navy Flag Plot there 
are 39 U.S crewmen on board the 
Mayaguez. The vessel is owned by 
Sealand and has some DOD cargo on 
board. 

We do not have any knowledge 
of the vessel's current location. 

Glenn Crispell 
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TO ZXN 0 
FM A ! BASSV JAKARTA 
TO DI!It SA 
ZE 
UNCL 8 E fl' T 0 ,D~LOW UP NO 3 TO CRITIC NO 1 i21DI3Z MAY 75· 

1. lN GOING OY!~ 1 CID!NT, MR ~EAL STA?ED THAT AC,UlL ' 
Tt E 0~ BOARDING AI REPORT~O BV SHlP-S RADIO WAI B718Ze 
(NOT! I!AI'L3:ER ~R NEAL.l INDICATED !NC%0ENT OCCURRED' JUIT 
PRIOR TO 1831Z, ! NDW APP!~RS THAT SH!P WAS IN TRDUB~! 
FOR ABOUT ON! HOUR 8!FOR! MA~DAY CA~LI RECEIVED 8¥ MR 
NEAL,. SM!P flti,ORT!O PL~CE 0, INCIDENT NEAR ~P.U~UA ~OH 
QAt Cl~~ Nn OF KOW A%,. PR08A"L! ~~ST PQRT, HONG KONG, 
AND INTE D!O DESTlNATlnN THAIL*ND(PO$S!BL.~ S•TT~HlP), 

2. MR NE·~ C~OSED DOWN TRANSMlTT!R APPRO~ 1011!' AP~!R 
REP! T!O U.SUCCESSFUL. ATTEMPTS TO RAISE SHIP S!NC! APPROX 
0D 8! ', 
C "' t~2te5t DTG 12 11512 MAY 7~ 
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Text of Statement to be Read Over Cambodian 
Frequencies and via Loud Speaker to Inhabitants 

of the Island 

"American forces have retaken our ship, the Mayague?, and 

landed on Koh Tang Island. We demand the release of the crew 

members unharmed. If the Cambodian authorities do not announce 

by 10:00 this morning their intention to release all crew members 

unconditionally and immediately, the Cambodian authorities will 

be fully responsible for the further consequences. We are monitoring 

international distress frequencies to receive response. 11 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec" 3.5 

NSCMemo 11!2t.IQ» c:'"t··''e t G .d 1. Jif ' · · ' "'" ' 1 · ~p. UI e 1nrs 
By . :rte nJ~ 14 . 
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Text of Statement to be Read Over Cambodian 
Frequencies and via Loud Speaker to Inhabitants 

of the Island 

"American forces have retaken our ship, the Mayaguez, and 

landed on Koh Tang Island. We demand the release of the crew 

members unharmed. If the Cambodian authorities do not announce 

by I 0:00 this morning their intention to release all crew members 

unconditionally and immediately, the Cambodian authorities will 

be fully responsible for the further consequences. We are monitoring 

international distress frequencies to receive response. 11 

DECLASSIFffiD 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

NSC Memo, 11/24/98, Stat~ Dept. Guidelii 
By £, t , NA::.,; Date ~.'f'f 



CHRONOLOGY 

At 7:07p.m. Eastern Daylight Time a radio broadcas• was 

carried on the Phnom Penh Domestic Radio Station in Cambodia which 

reportedly was a statement by Grunk Information Minister Hu Nim. 

The statement reportedly offered to release the Mayaguez. 

This statement was directed to Cambodia and was in the 

Cambodian language. And; since it was in Cambodian language, could 

not have reasonably been considered to be directed dir 'z 9 to the 

United States. 

This message wa;;;;;!itt the Foreign Broadca..t1nformation 

Service and translated into English. It was put f:the FBIS wire at 

8:06 EDT and was delivered to the President's office and Secretary 

Kissinger at approximately 8:15. 



PRESS STATEMENT 

In further pursuit of our efforts to obtain the release of the 

SS Mayaguez and its crew, the President has directed the following 

military measures, starting this evening Washington time: 

U.S. Marines to board the S. S. Mayaguez. 

U.S. Marines to land on Koh Tang Island, in order to 

rescue any crew members as may be on the Island. 

-- Aircraft from the carrier "Coral Sea" to undertake associated 

military operations in the area in order to protect and support the 

operations to regain the vessel and members of the crew. 



PRESS STATEMENT 

In further pursuit of our efforts to obtain the release of the 

SS Mayaguez and its crew, the President has directed the following 

military measures, starting this evening Washington time: 

U.S. Marines to board the S. S. Mayaguez. 

U.S. Marines to land on Koh Tang Island, in order to 

rescue any crew members as may be on the Island. 

-- Aircraft from the carrier "Coral Sea" to undertake associated 

military operations in the area in order to protect and support the 
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PRESS STATEMENT 

In further pursuit of our efforts to obtain the release of the 

SS Mayaguez and its crew, the President has directed the following 

military measures, starting this evening Washington time: 

U.S. Marines to board the S. S. Mayaguez. 

U.S. Marines to land on Koh Tang Island, in order to 

rescue any crew members as may be on the Island. 

-- Aircraft from the carrier "Coral Sea" to undertake associated 

military operations in the area in order to protect and. support the 

operations to regain the vessel and members of the crew. 
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THE WHITE HousE 

WASHINGTON 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

General Scowcroft: 

7:08p.m. 
May 14, 1975 

Mr. Sisco called with the following message 
for you: 

"We are about to inform other diplomats . 
I do not want to do this until y..ou can 
confirm to me that we have made our 
landings. Can you confirm this? 

Yes ~0 ---
''Also, I believe both the Soviets and the 
Chinese should be included on the list of 
those informed. Can you confirm? 

~Yes No ---
"Please send an answer out of the meeting 
immediately. " 

Wilma 



\~ 
(this was dictated by Mr. Smyser, 

but the congressional people (Marsh, Freidersdof£) 
didn1t use it--they directed the people of Congress 
to listen to the President• s statement) 11:00 p.m. 

Ta!JdM Polllta for Coyna•loaal Brlefla& 

A• the Pn•W.at Wonned tbe Coaan ••l.oul laader•ldp thla 

.a.~-. u.s. fon:ea colld•ted a 11 ber of opel'atlou tbla 

poq Som ta order to fne tbe 

Amerlcaa merclaul Alp SS MaP&•• aDd Ita crew. 

U. • foreea coaducted tU.. o :ratlona. A •tac'--Dt ol 

o •. Wu~M• boai'Ciecl tbe Maraa•• .A..-r d tacbmea.t of 

Maz&..• laDded oa tbe Ialatld ef Kola T••· Strlka alrcnft 

1a tM Ylclaltf of ompong Som. Our tone• adena caaultle• 

la operatlou oa tbe lalaad, aad three llellcoplera were loat. ·e 

do ao& yet llaw a ftaal npod oa cu..ttle•. 

Maraa•a. fter t operatloD 

bad beeala proan•• for aome dme, tile Cambodlaaa nleued 

tbe cnw. Tille de1troyer li.Ma plc d ap tM crew from a 
,...,.. ... 

5/14/75 



Talking Points for Congressional Briefing 

As the President informed the Congressional leadership this 

afternoon, U.S. forces conducted a number of operations this 

evening in the vicinity of Kompong Som in order to free the 

American merchant ship SS Mayaguez and its crew. 

U.S. forces conducted three operations. A detachment of 

U.S. Marines boarded the Mayaguez. Another detachment of 

Marines landed on the Island of Koh Tang. Strike aircraft 

~CIV..~~~ 
_::ported ~·a:::zrtt;~~~ against •~el'!-lwe'!"le~t~e~d~taiH"'r'f!fog#>!e~toS!t--' 

jn Qni+y ef K:::J~ forces suffered casualties 

in operations on the Island, and three helicopters were lost. We 

do not yet have a final report on casualties. 

The Marines seized the SS Mayaguez. After the operation 

had been in progress for some time, the Cambodians released 

the crew. The destroyer SS Wilson picked up the crew froma 

boat, and returned the crew to the SS Mayaguez. 
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ST,AIQ!p!T BY THE PRESIDENT 

1 have just recelwacl Wonnatloa that tbe a11tln crew 
N•'-' 

of tba s. • ... ,.. •• laaal'\~a n .. ued bJ ttllt Cambodlaa 

aadt.oritlea. Tile cnw la aow oa tiM ••••l. Ouo mllital'r 

ope:rat o • han. therefon,. .... ca-ecl. 

1 wish to expzo••• mr appncladoa to the aalta that 

of the naaal aad Jed to tbe nleua of the crew. 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

May 14, 1975 

General: 

Following is the information received from 
Colonel Graves this morning: 

They have sighted a total of 5 swift boats 
two 50', one 32', one 60' and one 70'. 

Three are confirmed sunk -- one 50' and 
the 60' and 70' boats. (Toe 50' boat had been 
escorting a 32' boat to the Mainland.) 

We still have the 32' boat which made 
it to the Mainland and the other 50' boat which 
is about a mile and a half southwest of the island. 

Irene 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MAY 15, 1975 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

--------------------------------------------------------------

THE WHITE HOUSE 

At my direction, United States forces tonight boarded the American 
merchant ship S. S. Mayaguez and landed at the Island of Koh Tang 
for the purpose of rescuing the crew and ship which had been illegally 
seized by Cambodian forces. They also conducted supporting strikes 
against nearby military installations. 

I have now received information that the vessel has been recovered 
intact and that the entire crew has been rescued. 

The forces that have successfully accomplished this mission are still 
under hostile fire ~ are preparing to disengage. 

~ 
I wish to express my ~ppreciation and that of the entire nation to the 
units and men who participated in these operations for their valor and jfJ.(_.. 

~ sacrifice. 



TALKING POINTS 

t my dlrecti • Ualt .. States fore•• toaf&bt boarded the 

Americ- merchant ahlp S. S. w..,..... aad laade41 at the IslaM. of t<.oh 

lUeaaUy ••lse41ty CambcMilaa fore••· Tiley aleo c0114acted sappoztlq 

atrlke• aaalaet nearby mllltarr lnstallatlou. 

I laa•• aow received laformatton. that the vessel ha• been 

Tbe fol'cee that have eacc•••fally acce~DpUehad thla miaslon 

are .Ull IIDrler boetlle fire bat are prepal'lJii to dl•-AI•• 

I wlah to e:xpreas my appreciation a.U that of tile eatlre .nation 

to the ualta alld mea who participated Ia theae eperatt ... for thelr Yalor 

alld Rcl'lflce. 



TALKING PCJNTS 

At y cUrectio United 

rlc:&D rcbaat b1 

e upoae of aeu.lq • crew 

ear y U ry atallatlou. 

l • reeeiY d i.Dformatlon t th veaael • be 

lDtact &JlCl tM.t the eDtire Cl'ew laaa beea reac:ued. 
--~ 

rea a y a rec:iatlon d Uat of tile eDtire · loll 

th lt• nd u o · rtlclpat d Ia th • o ration..~ ~ ~ if . ..,. ~(__ 
Th fore•• that 'haye aacc:eaafully aceom 118 ed this taalo 

till atile fire t are pre riBI •• Dl&l•· 
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, _ ..... 



This was revised by later text 

TALKING POINTS (For the President) 

At my dlncdoa. Americaa forcea tolli.Pt boudecl tile 

w..,..,.. &ad laadecl at tiM lalarad ollto T••· TlleJ alao 

coDdueted awppoftl atrilraa qalaat the malalaad aear 

KompHI Sorn. 

1 ban aow recelwd laformatlo that the -.. ... t baa bMa 

recovered latact alld tbat tM •attn cnw baa beea NMWd. 

I .Uia to eapn•• mJ appnciatloa ...S tbat ot tile eatue 

aatloa to tbe ulta aad men wbo paftlclpa•d la tlMM operatt.u. 



TALKING POINTS (For the President) 

At my direction, American forces tonight boarded the SS1 

Mayaguez and landed at the Island of Koh Tang. They also 

0 5 /J~~ 
conducted supporting strikes against the,tnainland "Kompong 

Som.fr have now received information tha~~e ~-e~:el has-'-~4::::..e;e::n~~~~ 
~ ~ .~.- ::: '*'· u.{~-./ 

recovered i~ct and that the entire crew is in Atnet ican banae ~ 

..-t:0c£~( 
• 

~re briagwt a. d-~( ~ ;:/?& ~C<: 
I wish to express my apprectiatioro the unite and...., - ~ 

~men who participated in these s"'*n• eeittl operations. 




