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CYPRUS

Situation Report Number 25
(As of 1630 EDT)

(All times cited are Nicosia time, unless other-
wise specified)

GREEK GOVERNMENT CHANGES

1. The government~controlled radio network announced
late this afternoon that the armed forces have decided
tc hand over the government to civilian control, It is
not clear who the civilians will be, but most of the
reports on hand indicate that Constantine Karamanlis has
been asked to return from his self-imposed exile In Paris
to direct the new government. According to press reports
quoting a spokesman for Karamanlis, the former Greek
Prime Minister will leave Paris tonight or tomorrow morning
for Athens,

2. Greek leaders of center-right political colorations
have been meeting all day to discuss the changes, After
a brief recess ,the meeting was scheduled to resume at 2000.
Other candidates that have been mentioned as members of the
new government include Panagiotis Kanellopoulos, who was
ousted as Prime Minister in 1967. éﬁg
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Lﬂ as Foreign
itnister, Averofl is a conservative politicfan with

a pro-US reputation who has served under Karamanlis in

previous administrations.

3. Rumors that the military dictatorship is
to end has created a

to VE Day in Times Square. About
15-20,000 people are gathered in Constitution Square
chanting such slogans as "Karamanlis" and "Hang
Ioannidis." The police are losing control. The police
radio 1is criticizing police officers for being too
friendly with the crowds, and asking them to be more
efficient in diverting crowds from government buildings.

FIGHTING ON CYPRUS

4, UN military forces occupied Nicosia alrport
this afternoon and, according to the US ambassador,
the Greek Cypriot troops who had been defending it were
escorted back to Nicosia by UN troops. Earlier in the
afternoon, Turkish forces attacked the airport despite
UN assurances that all d,

The US ambassador reports that the Turks

their positions north of the airport.

5. The Turks are making some attempts to enforce

esx1

are no longer challenging UN control, but are consolidating

the cease-fire, [

~HOP-SEECREP

Approved For Release 2004/09/07 ; NLF-CODEWORD-4-2-8-7

'f,.’m
TN
[ o Lo

oy
- ‘;',(: o
“ ":Pj
. 4
- ¥
R <




(==

Approved or Reiease ZUu4/udiu/ | NLE-LUDEWURL-4-£-8~f
it bt eepinge |

6. The US embassy in Ankara reports that Prime
Minister Ecevit told the UK ambassador this afternoon
that he was not aware of attacks against the airport,
but that if any such attacks were occurring, they
would be stopped immediately because Turkey attached
"great importance to the maintenance of the cease-
fire." He stated that orders had already been sent
to Turkish commanders on the island to stop the fight-
ing. Despite these assurances, Turkish forces may have
been attempting to secure the airport before honoring
the cease-fire. Securing the airport has been a primary
objective of the Turkish attack.

7. Elsewhere in Nicosia,the Italian ambassador
reports that Turkish forces launched an attack in the
western suburbs of Nicosia this morning and overran a
UN camp as well as several Greek Cypriot positioms. UN
forces, mostly Canadian, used armored cars and machine
guns to clear the camp and recover their wounded. The
Turks apparently now hold areas around the UK High
Commission building in the Greek Cypriot portion of the
city. The fighting continued into the evening hours.

8. Outside of the capital city, Greek Cypriot
forces made further gains during the day against
Turkish Cypriot enclaves. Elea surrendered its arms
and ammunition,and the southern half of Chatos is now
in Creek Cypriot hands.

GREEK WAR THREATS

9. The ministry of foreign affairs has pleaded
with the US embassy to help end the Turkish attacks
on Greek Cypriot sites in Nicosia. If these attacks
are not stopped, Greek foreign ministry officials say
that Athens will go to war. f
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10. Any new government that is formed cannot
afford to negotiate a2 truce and possibly a new set of
political realities on Cyprus while Turkish soldiers are
killing Greeks and Greek Cypriots. At the same time,
the potentially moderate makeup of the new government
suggests that a decision to go to war 1s an equally
unattractive choice to make.

TURKISH MILITARY PROBLEMS

the Turkish forces on Cyprus on July 20 and 21 apparently
consisted only of commandos, paratroopers, and one ‘
combat group -- about 2,500 men ~= of the Turkish 39th
Division. Some gendarmerie troops probably were also
ashore.

"Turkish military had planned to put ashore about 10,000

troops on the first day. Ankara's limited amphibious
capability precluded this. ’

SOVIET POLITICAL REACTION

13. The Soviet media has not yet reported Clerides’
appointment as president of Cyprus but TASS has given some
brief coverage to the resignation of the Greek government.
TASS reported Secretary Kissinger's press conference
today on Cyprus in a very straight forward manner. The
item did negatively observe, however, that the Secretary
failed to mention the role of the UN Security Council,
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15. The main Soviet naval units remain in the Eastern
Mediterranean and continue to monitor US Sixth Fleet units

and events on Cyprus.

The Soviet passenger ship,

"Bashkiriya," reportedly arrived in Larnaca today for the

evacuation of
for tomorrow.

Soviet and Fast European dependents planned
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