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MEMORANDUM l
' THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SEGREF/NODIS/XGDS

MEMORANDUM QCF CONVER SATION

PARTICIPANTS: Abd al-Halim Khaddam, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Syrian Arab
‘Republic
Sameeh Tawfeek Abou Fares, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

pDr. Henry A. Kissinger, Secretary of State
and Assistant to the President for National
Security Affairs

Isa K. Sabbagh, Special Assistant to Ambas sador
Akins, Jidda (Interpreter)

poter W. Rodman, NSC staff PR

DATE & TIME: ' saturday, March 15, 1975
. 12:02 - 12:35 p.m.
b . PLACE: ' ) In Secretary'é Car from Airport to
' Guest House; Guest House '
PDamascus L -

Khaddam: Welcome back.

Kissinger: Thank you. "1t is good to see you. . Whatever our problems
politically, it is always & pood human thing to see our fnends. :

Khaddam: The sent1mcnt is doﬁmtely recxprocated. We don't se'e -
only great difficulties, because from what we hear, the Umted States

has decided to recognizc the PLO.
Kissinger: I saw that in the newspaper. .
Khaddam: President Sadat is saying that.

Kissinger: Where?

Khaddam: In a press interview with a Lebanese paper.
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Kissinger: Mr. Foreign Minister, with respect to the PLO, you
will always know exactly what we are doing, and we would not do
anything with another country that you wouldn't know about before-
hand. We know of your special interest in the Palestinian problem
and your historical connection with Palestine.

Khaddam:A And our future relations also.

©... Kissinger: Exactly. So you can be sure we will make no understanding

"with President Sadat that we don't discuss with you. I told President
Asad last week exactly what our position is, and there is no change,
and it's exactly what I told President Asad. And I have always refused
to establish contact with the PLO through Cairo, and when I do it,

I'1l do it through Morocco, so the various factions in this area are not
affected.

Khaddam: Of course, it goes without saying that it would be a great
pleasure to us to learn that there is such a contact.

Kissinger: But if there is such contact, first, it will not be made -
through Cairo. And second, we will let you know first. It will be
through Morocco, | B S

Khaddam: What is important is that that step be tdken,

Kissinger: But frankly; they are making it harder by"'c'on.s-tanﬂy
-attacking me and making it look like what we do is under pressure. .

Khaddam: How is Pre;sident Sadat'é health?
Kissinger: He seerhs- fir_ie.

Khaddam.: And Mirri#ter Fahmy?
Kissing,er: He speaks of his Syrian colleague with gr.eat~aff¢ction!
He expects to see you on the 24th in Caifo. _

_Khaddam: Yés, theré is a possibility.

Kissinger: [pointing to the peak of Mt, Hermon] More snéw in the

last week?

_SEERET/NODIS/XGDS
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Khaddam: No, that's the same.
‘When are you going to sign the agreement between Egypt and Israel?

Kissinger: There is no agreement. Believe me, there is no agreemeﬁt.
1 told my colleagues on the way up that I'm qualified after this job only
" to be chief director of a lunatic asylum. [Laughter]:

Khaddam: Actually, I believe this will be an excellent qualification.
[Laughter] If only to judge the situation from what one hears. 'I'h’ey’: ‘ .
don't jell. T e

Kissinger: Exactly. The Cairo press gives an impression of optimism
For which there is no basis. The Israeli press gives the impression

of pessimism, which is also exaggerated. The situation is not as good
as Cairo says and not as bad as the Israelis say.

Khaddam: President Sadat's optimism is based on the fact that you've
moved to certain definite things. ' o

é Kissinger: But the reason he said -- or I -- is frankly to bring o

: pressure on the Israeli Cabinet, which is meeting Sunday, to come up
with something definite. They are both doing a veil dance. And every
once in a while they both peek out from behind the veil. And both _
act as if the Secretary of State of the United States has nothing to do -
except massage them and adjust to their domestic requirements.

Khaddam: You don't have to. My opinion is the best thing you could
. do for both is just freeze it and say goodbye to them. = = -

Kissinger: That's not very hespitable! m give you a ride as far as
Washington. - : . L e -

Khaddam: Perhaps if you want to conduct this kind of negotia‘tion in
Washington. .. '

Kissinger: There is a definite chance -- there is a chance of an agree-

ment; I don't want to mislead you -- but there is also a chance I'll
go home. :

Khaddam: I don't mean you should go home. We could arrange a
beautiful touristic program. You could still be here and have a gnod

‘ , time! - ROy,
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With Egypt, even if there is a signing of an agreement, things will
not move smoothly,

Kissinger: I consider myself morally and politically obligated to
move with Syria. Whether Syria wants it is something else, butI
don't believe Syria should be left out for any length of time. AndI
am already working with Israel in that sense.

Khaddam: By suggesting that you sort of freeze up to them, I meant
that that would make your job easier. It would make your attempt
to make an overall settlement easier.

Kissinger: I cannot refuse if the parties want an agreement. I'm
not in a position to refuse. But I'm not pushing. In the case of
Syria last year, I felt it was an absolute necessity. I do not feel
that now.

[Pointing to trees along the airport road:] Beautiful,

Khaddam: Apricots.

L' - Kissinger: When I reach a certain point, where last year I would
keep going, this year I will go home.

-

I was good to see the Foreign Minister at the azrport d1;ff1cu1t as
he is. '

Khaddam: As far as we are concerned, it is no trouble.

Kissinger: But I would have missed him. If I had been in Syria
without him, it would not have been the same.

v

Khaddam- I stayed for you.

Kissinger: I know. Is my fﬁend Bt;vutefhka st111 here? “
Khaddam: He left.

Kissinger D1d he speak well of me?

- Khaddam: W1th respect.

“ —SECRET/NODIS/XGDS
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Kissinger: Because I like Bouteflika and the Algerians.

Khaddam: He came through Damascus to make clear that Algeria

is placing at Syria's disposal all its potential, m111tary and econormic.
Whatever Syria decides to do.

Kissinger: There was a press announcement.

Khaddam: Yes, he said on his arrival that our viewpoints are co1nc1d1ng,
Syria and Algeria.

Kissinger: Tha.t was my impression from my many talks with President
Boumedienne. :

Khaddam: The relations between us and Algeria have a special nature.

Who is going to guarantee for Israel the Egypfianr signature? Or fo’r‘
the Egyptians the Israeli signature? ‘

Kissinger: I don't understand. They guarantee each other._ '

Khaddam: Suppose in an election Rabin falls and Begin comes in and
rescinds it? One has to bear in mind possible changes.

- Kissinger: [To Sabbagh:] He has an obsession with Begin; Maybe he-

should be the first Israeli Ambassador to Damascus. I told the -
Israelis that the only thing preventing a2 war is the absence of direct
negotiations; if they met together they'd kill each other on the spot.

Khaddam: I state it as a matter of fact that the first real defeat Israel
will suffer will be at the hands of Begin. Because of Begin. The Arabs
would be very lucky if the Isra.eh leaderslnp was in lns hands, or
Rabin. :

Kis singer: I'm changing my mind about Rabin. I think there is the
possibility of dealing with him. I had some long private talks with
him. He is the first Israeli who talked with understanding about Syria.
Most Israelis say something can't be done. »

~Khaddam: Apparently yesterday a number of Congressmen who came
with a delegation to Israel said yesterday that Israel will not go down
from the Golan Heights and is building forb.ﬁcatmns in the rock so as
not to leave.
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Kissinger: There are two problems. American Congressmen say
anything. There are even some who say things unfriendly about me.
And then you konow it's a crazy world. [Laughter] Seriously,
Congressmen we can't be responsible for. They have their own pur-
poses. Secondly, in Israel, there is always a fever chart. At the
beginning of a negotiation they always say, ''no, impossible, ' and
you're a criminal for suggesting it. It takes weeks and even months
of psychological preparation in Israel, and also in America.  And

so this is a process that is unavoidable. But I've started to begin
the process now with Syria. It always starts low key.

Khaddam: The trouble is, by the time the process takes on momentum,
no one can tell what other factors come in. ) ‘

Kissinger: That is true -~ that is the dilemma. - Unfortunately, we
lost four months last year when President Nixon resigned.

Is the President going to let some of our correspondents come in
today? As he did last year? Ithinkit'sa good idea. I have no
, particular interest in it. They would inevitably write about it. And
‘ , I have a suggestion. He will not be talking to an Arab audience,
: so the more moderate he can sound, the more it will'be helpful in
countering your enemies in America. So if he talked about under-
CEET - standing, etc. -- without giving up any principless.... I'm talking
o as a friend. _ ~ : SN

Khaddam: Of course, we don't see we are. moving in the direction of -
peace enough to say so. ' A

Kissinger: No, but there is a general indication of readiness. So the
blame falls on others. : : - S

-  Khaddam: I'll talk to the President.
Kissinger: It is up to you. ;
Khaddam: What is your opinion? Should I let them in?

Kissinger: If he can talk in that sense, 'yes. Because it will give a
good image in America. It makes it easier for us to do things in

America. Itis entirely up to you.

~-SECRET/NODIS/XGDS
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Khaddam: I'll talk to the Presidency.

[The Secretary's motorcade arrived at the Guest House at 12:29, and
the party sat down in the sitting room. ]

Kissinger: In which flower is the microphone? When President Nixon
was in office, we killed ourselves to take notes in'me‘etings. We ‘
didn't know he was recording everything.

Khaddam: But you're head of national security.

Kissinger: But this was done by the domestic staff. We didn't know
about it. ' '

Khaddam: You'd like some rest before lunch?
Kissinger: We're having a Syrian lunch? It's psychological warfare!

I have a colleague of whom it was said, "He has the best intelligence .
service in Washington, but unfortunately it's directed against you. "
He's a colleague of Sisco. Between the two of them, I'm helpless.
I'm like the Queen of England; I just sign the documents they send
me. [Laughter] : : L

Khaddam: We'll take care of Sisco fo‘r you. [Laughter] We'll Hévg an
exchange and we'll take Sisco and give you an Arab in his place.

Kissinger: That's good. Ilike Arabs. I told the Féfeign Minister
that when I'm through with this job I can be director of a lunatic
asylum. ‘ : : ‘

Khaddam: You'll be directing that kind of hospital before you retire.
[Laughter] ' : L . -

T

Kissinger: We're ready for luﬁch, whenever you want,
Khaddam: You can rest half an hour and then we'll have lﬁnch. T
" Kissinger: Good.

[The conversation ended. ]

—SEGRET/NODIS/XGDS
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS:

" DATE & TIME:

_PLACE: -

['I'he conversau

Kissinger: When you go to Cuba, will you defend me"

WASHINGTON 1 )
Abd al-Halim Khaddam, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Syrian Arab
Republic ' :
Sameeh Tawfeek Abou Fares, Ministry of- Forelgn
Affairs S

Synan Officials

- Dr. Henry A, K:.ssmger, Secretary of. State a.nd
~ Assistant to tbe Pres1dent for Nauonal Secunty
: Affairs - -
- Amb. Richard Murphy, U. S. Ambassador to Syna
- Joseph J. Sisco, Under Secretary o£ State for
. . Political Affairs
R Alfred L. Atherton, Jr., Ass1sta.nt Secretary of
- .27 State for Near- Eastern and South Asian Affairs -7
~ .- Harold H. Saunders, Deputy Assistant Secretary- o£
.. State for Near Eastern and South Asian. A.ffa.n:s =
- “ .. 'Robert B. Oakley, NSC Staff 'l
. Amb. Robert Anderson, Spec:xa.l Ass1sta.nt to the
- Secretary for Press Relations _ e
. Peter W. Rodman, NSC Staff - {7/472, e
.'__"Robert H. Pelletreau, J’r., Deputy Chlef of
“77il Mission, Damascus’ =
.- 1sa K. Sabbagh, Special Ass:Lstant to Amb Ak1ns ,'
' J'idda (Interpreter) _ R R

_ Saturda.y, March 15 1975 v

 Guest House o Lo
"7 Damascus, Syria T

on began in the d1mng room over lunch ]
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Khaddam: It is not necessary to defend you; it is eaSy to speak well
of you,

Kissinger: | Whtat is this meeting?

Khaddam: A meeting of nonaligned nations to prepare for a Summit latexr.

Kissinger: I will be coming. We'll leave NATO and join the nonahcrned

I want to join the largest a.lhance.

Khaddam: And Isma:.l Fahmy will join NATO

Kissinger: 'How is Cuba nonahgned" .

. - Khaddam: They re agam.st 1mper1a.11.sm. ,
ss1nger‘ But how is that nona,hgned‘il ..'

Kb.addam° The nature of nona.hgnment is chang].ng., G

ssu;ger. I told Gromyko there was a 1ea.dersh1p cr1s1s in the Sov1et .
Umon. He said, never. I said I read a lot of attacks in the Soviet press )

. ' about someone travelling around the Middle East giving away sleeping ..

p1lls, since attacks on the United States are prohibifed by the principles =~ -

" of coexistence, the articles must have been against him. ..[Laughter] I =

had to have it translated tw1ce before he understood. - SR LT

Khaddam- ’I‘hat's ,a record.

Khaddan'r No. It's good he heard your staternent tmce. -

e e - e SR

Are, you seemg h1m soon'?

P maam L e S AR e e et R R an e

: Kissinger- A da.te is not set. I told h1m to waxt for me in Phnom
Penh (Laughter] g ' '

Khaddam: The trouble w1th Slha.nouk is he's wavenng between the Sov1ets
and the AmencanS. R ) R R R -r*,. o

' -—SB-G&E?—/NODIS/XGDS .
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Kissinger: And the Chinese and Khmer Rouge. He's more afraid of
the Khmer Rouge than Lon Nol is.

Khaddam: The CThinese have lots of influence w1th your Congress.

Kissinger: Are vou sure you know which side the Chinese prefer to win?
It's like the allizrce between the Iragis and Kurds. [Laughter]

"Khaddam: The Chinese prefer that both sides stay together.
Kissinger: I think there will be a negotiated solution fairly soon.

Khaddam: The Security Council has taken some good theoretical reso-
lutions on Cyprus.

Kissinger: I think there is a good possibility now of settling the problem. -~
It depends on which government will be the caretaker government in

Turkey until the election. If it's either Ecevit or Demirel, both are

strong enough to settle this. - If they have another interim government

like the caretaker Prime Minister I ta].ked to earlier this week then we

will have to wait for the election. : 4

| o Khaddam- I think before the elechon it w111 be 1mposs1b1e, because the
issue is the key to the election. : . }

Kis s1nger- No, I think if Ecevrt becomes Prime Mrmster before the
election he'll settle it before the election. So he can run on the platform‘ -
.-y, . that he achieved a political as well as a military: success. I could be -
~wrong. That's my estimate. Is that right, Joe? o

Sisco: Yes.
Kissinger: That's why he is Under Secretary! .

Khaddam: I'm sure your opinion is ba.sed on s.tudies by Mr. SiSce.
S

Kissinger: Yes, he and I were in all the meetlngs there. We work very'
closely together, o _

I think Ecevit will run on a platform claimiﬁg victory. He was a student
of mine,

Khaddam: I met him. He is very intelligent.

L’ . -SBGRET/NODIS/XGDS
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- Kissinger: Whken he was my student he was a poet and professor.

Khaddam: Poets, when they enter into politics, tend to harden a bit.
Their psychological makeup makes it hard°r to adapt.

Kissinger: Thay're like women in politics. They're more blood-thirsty
than men., )

Khaddam: That's why the Conservatives chose a woman.

Kissinger: Mrs. Thatcher. Mrs. Gandhi, Mrs. Meir, Mrs. Bandaranaike.
She was very tough on her opponents.

Khaddam: And Elizabeth of Argentina.. .
Kissinger: You'll stop there on the way?

Khaddam In 1980 there will be the Summit Conference of the nona.hgned
-in Cuba. - : } y

. Kissinger: By that time we'll be there.

Khaddam: - By that time your relations will Have_taken a différent turn.

Kissinger: Did you see my speech a few weeks ago? About Latln An*-enca.
I mentioned Cuba. -

Khaddam: Did you see the book by Mr. Jobert?

Klssxnger: I've heard of 1t He _rnentlons me. I'm é._n obsession with
Mr. Jobert. ' o ' ) '

Khaddam: It'would be beneficial to read it..

Kissinger: He's very intelligent.

" Khaddam: And ambitious. | o R o

Kissinger: But I don't think he can go anywhere in French politics. He's
a temporary phenomenon. I don't think he's strong enough to last for a
long time in opposition. '

he won't 1ast

SECRET/NODIS/XGDS
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carried away and overestimated his political power.

Kissinger: Or the per'sonality to sweep millions. I thiak he got
Nor does he have the nerves for a confrontation. He should try nego-
tiating thirty dzys with Syria. [Laughter] - -

Khaddam: With vs, actually you were just getting used to the airport
road! The negctizHons with Rabin and Sadat are those that predicted
your future, unlike Jobert. Jobert does not know his future; Dr. Kissinger
does. At least you establish a light at the end of the tunnel; if you stay -

long enough in the area you'll end up as the head of a lunatic asylum. ,
[Laughter] This is the difference. Dr. Kissinger is discerning enough

to see the future -- sometimes correctly, sometimes not. Mrzr. Jobert 7
cannot. Perhaps you could employ him later in your retirement. [Laughtex] .

Kis'singer: As an inmate or an a-ssis-ta.nt? . B _ = o
Khaddam He wouldn t q_u.a.hfy as ass:.stant, [Laughter] =

How is Preszdent N:.xon"

: Kmsmger- The last tzme I. sa.w hun he was betl:er.

'_Khadda.rn The Campaa,gn a.ga1nst h1m is Ia.ss now.\

KlSSinger° His rehabxhtahon w111 begln soon-, .

Kissinger: At the news conferences they ask y-ou queshons des:tg 7ed to
get you to give answers you don't want to say, or what they kKnow you + - |
can't say. And so they make it a sensation either way. For example, O
last week they asked your Pre51dent would he make peace with Israel? i
They know very well that if he says yes, he's in trouble with the Pales- o
tinians, and if he says no, 1t' a sensatmn 1n Arnenca. . L

SEGRET/NODIS/XGDS . T T
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Khaddam: But he answered.

O

Kissinger: He was very skillful.-
Khaddam: The President said that of course we want peace. There is
no sane person who doesn't.

Kissinger: He handled it very sklllfully. How long will your conference
la.st in Cuba?

Khaddam: It depends on the violence of the campaign against imperialism.
[Laughter] It could be a week. Therewill be 17 Foreign Ministers., If
each Minister gives a speech of 15 minutes or half an hour, we would
need four days.

Kissinger: Ministers can't speak for 15 minutes. | L - N
Khaddam: Especially now since Cuba has a ve:x_:y good climate, ' ?
. Kissinger: But what is the main subj-eet'—*- imperialism? 7‘ ' B - o

Khaddam: There are several subjects. .

..

Kissinger: Western or Eastern imperialism?

Khaddam: We'll start with Western.

Kissinger: Because it's safer. .

Khaddam; . Becau_se we're starting_ there.

Kissinger: There is less nsk mvolved Nev.er attack someone who - T
might retaliate. S S AR

Khaddam: We're not worry1na about retaliation. Even though we're
’small we'll lock horns with the biggest. I meant because we find -
‘oursel ves physically in the West, we should start there. For emmple, ”
now we're in Damascus; is 1t concewable we'd talk about Jamaica?

There are three top1cs- (1) the situation in the Middle East, (2) the
question of energy and bas1c ‘commodities.

Kissinger: May I make a suggestion? Don't come out for prices which
are lower than what is necessary for alternative sources. I know you'll

—SEGREF/NODIS/XGDS

.
-




~BECRET/NODIS/XCDS 4 _ 7

-

come out for lower prices, Don't go below $7.

O

Khaddam: No, $12!
Kissinger: Below $6 will be difficult for us.
Khaddam: It's for America's sake because there are American companies

inspecting for oil here. We will have a very good petroleum future. And
we need help from the Arabs.

Kissinger: What's the third problem?

—_— D

Khaddam: To support national liberation movements against discrimina-
tion, things like that. We can be useful.

Kissinger: How long do you expect it to last? Seriously. Three 01{ s
four days? ' ' ) -

e : Khaddaxﬂ: Three days. I'm careful to come back as quiokly as oos sible. ) |

Kissinger: Imay come here again.

(\ 'Khaddam: Yes, in c‘a.se‘y'ou come badk,

Kissinger: I may do it. I'rn thinking about it.

Khaddam: You rea.hze, of course, we'l‘l always weicome you warmly. .

R P S R A R

Kissinger: No, 1 know. ‘
[The party moves to the sitting room and’ éonﬁnu'es: the co.nvér‘s'a.ﬁlor'l.] o
Khaddam: What do you have in the Way' of new thouohts about J ordan’?

. Kissinger: They can't nedotl.ate about the West Bank‘7
Khaddam: No. o B
Kissinger: I'll just call on King Hussein to keep him informed. I have o ‘
no new thoughts. I understand Zayd Rifai is taking out Syrian citizen- -
ship. He was so 1mpressed by the rn111ta.ry demonstrahon you showed h1m.

o Khaddam: We are all one people. It was the Western world that 3p11t
/\. us up. ;

| b —SE-G-R—E—’P/NODIS/XGDS
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Kissinger: That you can't blame me for. It was the British and
French. When they were great powers. The post-World War I settie-
ment was a disaster for everybody -- for the Middle East, Europe.
Never was a war fought for more stupid reasons and settled with more
stupidity., In Zurope -- forget about the Middle East -- the settlement
guaranteed Ce“t 2n predominance. They surrounded a powerful state
with scores of little states; that's what powerfu.l states like.

Khaddam: True. Wars always produce tragedxes.

Kissinger: There are very few leaders who in the middle of conducting
a2 war keep in mind that sooner or later they must make peace.

Khaddam: King Husse1n has taken the final decision to carry out the '
resolutions of Rabat. A o _ _ _ - .
Kissinger: That is my impression, and we're making no effort to change -
it. I'm seeing him because he's an old friend, and it would be 1mpol1te -
not to see him when I am in the area. L N SR

Khaddams: - Right.

- Kissinger: Ithink you're a great Fore1gn MlmSter to have good relat1ons
, ' w1th both Jordan and the PLOa o . e T

-

Khaddam: It's the dlrectzon of the Pres1dent. T

ss:.nger- But J.t's sk111fu11y done. Ser1_ousl‘y -- Pmnot say1ng 1tas
criticism.. - Ce e R el el o

. Khaddam: Because we have no vested mterests, we treat both sxdes :
equally. We don't try to play one side against the other, and we're
very frank with both sides. When one side does something we think is-
Wrong, we tell them. And because we do this, both respond in kind to -
us.’ And of course, as you probably observed, it's not easy to follow S
this kind of path. But as long as there is s1ncer1ty, .dedication, and -
warmth.... Take Lebanon, the situation between Lebanon and the N
resistance forces: we've been able to keep good. relations with both
and to improve relations between both sides. In the future, if you have

a quarrel with another Arab country, we can perhaps brmﬂ about a
balance. : : :

—SEERET/ Nomsl XGDS
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Kissinger: You'll help us?
Dassiiscels

Khaddam: By letting things move in a positive direction. Because in
fact we want American policy to develop in a better way -- for our
interests and the interests of the American people. But the time is
long. '

Kissinger: If the time is long, you'll see our policy is also in the
interest of Syria.

Khaddam: When it comes to time, there is nothing to cause us to burn
our nerves. We will be patient. When there is the element of time
with no hope, that will lead to desperation. When there is time allied
to hope, there is patience. :

Kissinger: Quite seriously, if you're willing to give time some hope, A
then I'm confident progress can be achieved. Ifis rotin the American
interest to have Syna in a state of desperatlon. And it is not American
policy. B : o :

Khaddam: As you heard from the President, I would like to reiterate
that irrespective of the results of Dr. Kissinger's efforts, we are .
very 1nterested to have U S. -Syrian relatlons strencrthened a.nd '
improving. ‘

49

' ’ssinger- Even ifwe succeed' -

Khaddam: If you succeed, it W111 be a shot in the arm to U S. -Syrian
" relations. ' ; - ; i

Kissinger: Whatever happens on the present tnp, Mr. Forelon mester,

we want to bring pos1t1ve results for Syna in the near future. S

So even aside from that -- I appreciate what you said - but if we‘ work

togather with some confldence and some patience, I thmk we can bnno -

Syria some progress. S SR T

Khaddam: As you're aware, the situation in the Middle East differs
from the rest of the world. Surprises in this area are always big and
likely to happen, and it is not easy to control things g1ven the p0551-
bility of such surpnses. S o

Kissinger: The question is whether you'll surprise us or whether we'll
~both be surprised tocrether. '
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prevent it. » . -

Khaddam: The situation is not in the control of any one. Take Vietnam -~
we know the parties who are controlling the situation -- but not here.

That's why I asked you in the car how would you guarantee that what

one side pledges won't be violated.

Kissinger: The Arabs never break their word, so we have only the
Israelis to worry about. : :

Khaddam: True. There are human cireumstances which seem to be -
dictating. There is no region in the world where events spring up like =~

.~ : .. — in the Middle Easta Although the elements in Vietnam are known,
although Dr. Kissinger s1gned with the Vietnamese, what happens there .
“1s known. : : : , P

Kis singer: In Vietnam, we have a difficult domestic situation.” With
the right set of circumstances, peace could be preserved. It's quite
‘predictable whatever happens in Vietnam, whatever the c1rcumstances -
are. That‘s not the case in the Middle East. ]

*d

.Khaddam: Tha.t's why I sa1d tha.t

Kissinger: Yes, I agree with the Foréign Minister.

Khaddam: There are many currents in the Arab world. President Sadat
- made a statement demanding the internationalization of Jerusalem. - The :

‘result was that in Kuwait -~ with the national assembly of 50 -~ they = -7
_passed a resolution condemning-every Arab leader who backed that. oo

And the Kuwaiti Government took a resolution supporting Syria, Presi-

dedt Asad's call for a unified command. Because there is public . .’ R

opinion in Kuwait and 200, 000 Pal estinians in Kuwait. o ‘: P

Kissinger: They'll all be in the streets greetlng me when I come. It

will be the biggest reception in the Middle East.

Khassam: The Kuwaiti Government respects the feelings of the Pales-
tinians and the Palestinians respect the feelings of the Kuwan‘a. Government,

so there is no worry.

SECRET/NODIS/XGDS
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Kissinger: ° I thought there would be a 21-gun salute, all aimed at me.
DisSSinzEC.
[Laughter])

Khaddam: No. Thai was my way of supporting the contenticn that there
are many factors that bear on this. Specifically, today there are 20
Arab governments, and every government feels that the measure of
dedication and sincerity is whether they support the Palestinians. That
is of very great importance.

Kissinger: Iagree this is one of the problems....

Kbaddam: Even in Turkey, even in Greecé, they* re each their own
- country, and certain things have been happening.

Kissinger: Iagree there is no one more interested in Arab'unity than
me. I could deal with one Arab leader instead of traveling around.

- Khaddam: That's true. Arab unity will be corning about.

"If that is true, that you would like Arab unity, then you should cease - T
- separate settlements. . T I L S S e PR

_Kissinger: " As I told you in the ca.r,r we're not promoting é.nyfi'u‘.—nig.' L BRI

Khaddam: Granted; that's what we believe. But as you know, there are h
fimes when somebody does things not seeking the results that are - '

_ brought forward.. You possibly agree that when you're dealing with a.

. certain people, you have to know the factor that makes them tick.~For
example, people in the Third World are different, in the character of -~
the people. o - R T e e e

[The protocol officer arrives to indicate that President Aséd 1sready
to receive the Secretary.] o LT 5
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PARTICIPANTS: U.S.: Secretary Kissinger
Ambassador Murphy
Under Secretary Sisco
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Mr. Isa Sabbagh, Interpreter

Syria: President Asad
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Adib Daoudi, Political Counsellor to
President
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Asad: The Foreign Minister delayed his departure
for Cuba to be here.

Kissinger: I was most appreciative.
Asad: He felt it was important for him to be here.
Kissinger: It's a very complicated situation. I almost

formed a government myself. Of the 5 major
parties, the leaders of 2 are former students.

Asad: The more students you have, the better the
' situation should be. You have no students in
Egypt, in Syria? No students in Israel?

Kissinger: Only the Foreign Mlnlster who is one of their
best.
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K_/ (Drafring Ofice and Offcer)
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Kissinger:

Khaddam:

Kissinger:

Asad:

Kissinger:

Asad:

Kissinger:

Asad:

Kissinger:

Asad:

Kissinger:

Asad:

Kissinger:

Asad:

Kissinger:
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pid you ever scc "The Gunfighter"? Dveryone

wants to prove he is better than "The Gunfighter.”

In the end he gets shot in the back. That's my
fate. Every Foreign Minister wants to prove
he's better than I. NoO problem here. Khaddam
knows he's better than I.

Do you know? [Laughter]

seriously. It's a problem for me.

The President's English is improving.

I learn a few words each time.

You will be speaking with a German accent!

In Turkey, we did make some progress. They have
to get a government before they can act.

They can't form one?

Probably in the next two weeks--or agree On an
election.

Oon Cyprus, they have a govcrnment, gon't they?

An administration, but they won't form an inde-
pendent state.

Wwhat is the population of Cyprus?
800,000--200,000 Turks. But they will form a
federation. Turkey will give back some of the
territory they now hold.

The Turks fear the Greek Cypriots will join
Greece. llave Greece and Turkey agreed to talk

about the Aegean?

Yes, but a few weeks after the Cyprus talks
begin. :

Ecevit is a poet.

Yes. He is really good--and very understanding

' ~SBEREF/NODIS




Kissinger:

Asad:
Kissinger:
Asad:
Kissinger:
Asad:
Kissinger:
Asad:

Kissinger:
Asad:

Kissinger:

Asad:

Kissinger:

Kissinger:

—SBCRET/NODIS

-3 -

of the Arab view. It is a serious government
pecause every significant leader is outside the
government.

The Cabinet will work on the technical aspects.
Yes. 1It's a good system of government if you

don't want to make concessions. I'm sure
Israel will adopt it if it ever catches on.

It has its negative aspects--for instance, if
war erupts.

It cannot last.
It's not

It's not a matter of government.
The military may even take over.
probable--but possible.

The military still have great authority.

If Turkey can get a governnent, there could be a

Cyprus agreemcnt in 2-3 months.

I read that West Germany will be providing arms-—-
instcad of the U.S.

Spare parts-—and some arus.

This is a maneuver around Cdngress?

The German Foreign Minister is a student of mine!
No,

the Congress knows about it.

I hope Congress won't cut off relations with
Germany.

With me.

* * * *

About the Middle East.
alone later.

Maybe we should talk

I told your Foreign Minister that when I leave
office all I'll be qualified for is to run a
lunatic asylum.

_SECRE®/NODIS
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Kissinger: The Egyptian newspapers Say an agrecment 1S
wrapped up. Isracli papcrs sSay. "Never." 1
don't know what either 1is talking about.

Frankly, it is a very weird situation. There's
no agreement of any kind.

Both sides say what they want--not what they'll
give.

1'1]1 do one or two more shuttles and then break
off if I decide it can't be done.

You may have certain requirements to criticize
U.S. policy. You haven't done it yet.

We're not conducting this like last May's nego-
tiation. Then, I was an extremely active force.
Then I felt war was likely if Syria was left out.
And I didn't take "no" for an answer--even

while dealing with President Asad who will not
take "yes" for an answer.

If this negotiation doesn't succeed, we'll have
to see what will happen. I can't play God in
the Middle East.

But it can succeed.

The basic problem can be determined from the news-
papers.

The Israeli's want it to have more of a political
character--Egypt, military.

Egypt wants the passes and oil fields. ©Some
Israeli ministers may agree, but the Cabinet
has not yet. The Cabinet meets tomorrov.

In Aswan, I said we had received some concrcte
ideas--but they're not so concrete. But I'll
have to force the Israelis to make some decision.
I can't spend all my time here.

This is where it stands. No decisions yet.

N } -SBCREE/NODIS
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Kissinger: Since I saw you, I've only been in Egypt onec
more time--only 24 hours. :

Tt is not moving with enormous speed.
T want to statc my basic position again.

T have no interest in coming this often to
Syria if I were not interested in the peace
process. If I wanted to divide Syria from the
others, I could just do it and take the conse-
guences.

If an agreement is reached, I cannot refuse 1it.
But I am prepared to exert the same effort for
a Syrian agreement.

Asad: Egypt--Israel?
Kissinger: If they want it. I have no particular incentive.

\\/} . From our viewpoint, Mr. President, how can the
U.S. refuse to help if the others want it.

Whether or not there is an agreement, we will
do our utmost to see that there is an agreement.

And there has been a fever chart in all of these
negotiations. The first time I talked to Golda
Meir about withdrawal on the Egyptian front, she
wouldn't discuss one kilometer. With each
issue, they recfuse.

What they did in Quneitra was wrong. Friday
the Israelis admitted that.

After the initial stage there comes a period when
I am attacked in the U.S.

Then we move into a negotiation.
We have started the first phase on Syria in
that I have made clear that something will have

to be done for Syria. My press are asking when--
not whethor——the Syrian negotiation will begin.

-SEERFT/NODIS
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I haven't put it before the Israeli Cabinec
because I don't want a ncgative decision.

I told Rabin I agreed with Dayan that there
could be no peace until something is done on
the Golan.

This is my basic approach.

There are two basic things that can happen 1in
the next 10 days:

—— What I'm doing now will fail.
-— Or it will succeed.

If it fails, that will diminish a role for thé
U.S. because  our people will be turned off.

what we should avoid either way is a crisis
atmosphere and to try to develop as much of a
common strategy as you are willing to develop.

So this is the general situation. Since I just
saw you Sunday, there hasn't been much change.

The Egyptian-Israeli differences are still kasic?

Quite basic. T don't want to mislead you. It

is important that we trust each other. As of
now, they're quite basic--Egypt wants more in

the military field than Israel has given. Israel
wants more in the political field than LgyEt

has given. On the other hand, it is possible on
any one or two trips that the basic gaps could

be closed.
I have no proof.

This afternoon, the Israeli inner group is
meeting. TomoOrrow, the whole Cabinet meets.
Tomorrow evening I'll meet the inner group
again. :

T don't know what. they will tell me. I don't
think Rabin knows. This Cabinet hasn't made
this kind of decision.

§
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Asad:

Kissinger:
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T've told them not to make this decision think-
ing this is the end of the process.

T did not bring an Egyptian proposal that they
could accept or reject.

T know Khaddam's mind. We won't sign anything
while he is in Cuba.

Tomorrow, the best the Israelis could do is make
some general decision. After that there would
be all of the details. We went through it!

I've never been the same since!

T know the location of every hill and Druze
village on the Golan. That's hard to work into
a Washington cocktail party conversation.

On the Syrian problem, the difference is still
very great.

But I know I am making an impression on the top
leadership--that they must think about this with
a seriousness never before.

Rabin told me las!
confidence--he ha
see whether they
position.

The Israelis earlier said they didn't want me
to see Dayan.

Why?

He had seen me before he made his last state-
ment on Syria.

Rabin seems to be changing his mind.
I want you to know this.
We can't negotiate now.

Intcllectually the problem is what we discussed. . _
a few weeks ago. . S

~_.
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For Israel, if all they are asked to do is
withdraw, they don't know when the agony will
be. But if they could secc soOme progrcss Lo-
wards peacc, their attitude might be different.
I believe the mood in Isracl today is less

arrogant and more willing in that direction.

I really think there has been an important
change. When I saw Rabin at dinner last night--
Peres, Zadok and some professors were there--

I said there has to be a Palestinian state at
some point. The government people were nega-
tive. The professors and the mayor of Tel Aviv
said this is inevitable. I repeat-—-the govern-
ment absolutely rejects it. But the others--

I asked them individually--reacted very
differently.

This was interesting.

The problem of statesmanship in the Arab world
is how to move Israel from war to peace. I
have the impression that the Israeli public
would force a momentun towards peace if they
saw hope of some progress.

The less this is cdone 1n an atmosphere of crisis.

If you and I could sece what progress toward

peace 1is possible, this could create an irroversiblo
process-—especially since they don't expect it

of them.

I will come here again before I go home no
matter what happens.

For instance, if Israel could reduce compulsory
service from 3 to 2 years, it would affect the
mood and the military complexion.

Forget a moment the immediate crisis and look
at the future. In the context of moving towards
peace--if we go at it as a military problem
every hill will block us.

Let ne say onc other word about the Palestinians.
I have not made an agreement with Sadat to recogT.
nize the Palecstinians. -q?\
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It was in Al Ahram.

First, I recognize the paramount intevrest of
Syria, and I would make no such move without
consulting Syria.

I've told Sadat what I've told you. If I could
trust them more, I might have moved sooner.

Once I establish contact, they have a weapon to
use against me with Israel and in the U.S. 1In
the U.S. they are considered terrorists and
marderers.

I would be open to messages through you. We
could do that fairly soon.

If we establish physical contact we will do it
in Morocco not in Cairo.

The trouble is the Moroccan king--fond as 1 am
of him--is no specialist in keeping secirets
either.

He is coming to Washington.

In my recent intervicws--we have the memcons--
I said when it comes to the person of Dr.
Kissinger....

I have no complaint. But after the Forecign
Minister's speech in Havana, ve will have cause
to complain.

We will attack imperialism--not the U.S. I
will have to greet you.

At the UNGA, he was very restrained--more
restrained than the president of the Assembly
(Bouteflika).

Bouteflika was here last night. We discussed
the arca. He had a message from Boumediene.
We talked of our own situation, the Iragi-

Iranian situation. Our relations are very good;/

L
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Kissinger:
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I like Boumediene very much. He's a very good
man.

We couldn't give them much. I told him I didn'
know what you would bring.

If he had waited for me I'd have told him.

He said you had sent him a letter. He told us
the contents.

Was it the same as I told you?

what I understood from you seemed more opti-
mistic.

I wrote Boumediene mainly about his speech to
OPEC. He had received our Under Secretary
for Economic Affairs. - I thanked him.

Bouteflika's speech was more in the Khaddam
tradition.

Khaddam speaks with heat--with no oil to ignite
it. We are having U.S. companies to look for
oil to ignite Khaddam. Even with oil they aro
dealing with us on a step-by-step basis.

Then I added one paragraph on my mission. I
could not state the nuances. You'rc right.
It was less positive. It's so hard to put it
in writing. :

He was pressed to get to Tehran. Or he could
have stayed. Today is the session between the
Iragis and Iranians.

My problem is: If I write all the Arabs the
same thing, they think I'm a liar. If I write
them too differently, they think I'm a hypo-
crite.

A
[

We regard Boumediene highly. I may send someone

to brief him. And what we are prepared to do
for Syria.
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Asad:

Kissinger:

Asad:

Kissinger:

Asad:
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Useful..

It's been some time sincce you had any contacts
with the Palestinians?

I was going to send Roy Atherton to Rabat in
November, but after the confcrence and Arafat's
speech at the UN, it became very difficult.

But if you have suggestions, let me know. It's
not a question of principle.

If the Palestinians could stop attacking the U.S.
and me, it would help. It's not vanity. It
makes it harder. It helps me politically. But
for contacts .... ' '

Let them attack Sisco.

Please appreciate the special situation the
Palestinians are in. We can't ask as much of
them,

For me, it's not a major problem.

Generally, they have complexes. That's why
when Ceyelin asked me whether the PLO would

recognize Israel, I asked whether Israel would
recognize the PLO.

If I may suggest—--I told Sisco after our times
with Rabin--for the first time I beginto see
how peace could come.

I hoped a point could be reached in the step-by-
step approach where people would be tired of it
and say, let's make peace. I just saw a glimmer.
We're not at that point yet.

Some time, it would be good for the PLO to
recognize Israel.

When we had followed that step-by-step path,
if each step had been on all fronts, we could
have discussed many points and have moved
closcr Lo peace.
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Egypt and the Palestinians could have movcd
faster. But as T said before, we are for pecace.
War cannot be a hobby for any sane pcrson. I
have emphasized this. Pcace is that situation
which prescrves justice for human bHeings.
Otherwise it would he aurronder rather than
peace. Open declarations befcocre ouxr peoplec
could never bc a maneuvai. We don't like
maneuvering and our people wouldn't stand for
it.

We want peace. 1 say it all the time. It is
my conviction that it is in Syria's interest.
My talk of peace is for our peoplc--not for
Israel.

Peace would be our gain. This is a matter of
our conviction.

But Israeli behavior doesn't give us evidence
the Israelis want peace.

No. The Israelis are confused--whether to go
to war or peace. the peace process has
started, the pProless will be irreversible. I1f
peace rests on & - ¥ilometers, no one will
believe in peacc. FPeac2 is the atmesvphore in
which people feel no injustice is being doné
to them. Let's say we get a few kilometers

in Sinai and Golan--as time passes the Arabs
will still feel injustice--and as long as
Palestinians are in camps.

[Asad asked colleagues whether they object.]

Problem is how we are going to achieve this
peace. If we had tried last year it would

have led to an inconclusive war. War would have
followed war.

As I explained last HMay, the reason we had to
start with even unsatisfactory steps was to get
people used to the process of peace.

Intellectually, I agree that simultaneity would
have been better. What makes thesc meetings

so painful to me is that intellectually you are -
right.
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vou are also right that it would be easiecr
becausc there would be no suspicions becaure
the Arab partners could help ecch other do
things they couldn't otherwisec do.

But from the U.S. view, it cannot be in our
interest to divide the Arab wvorld.

If you and Boumediene and Irag are all dis-
satisfied, where are we?

We will proceed on the path I have indicated
to you.

In terms of my political necessities, a move
with one country makes it easier for me to get
a move for another. '

You must all have been up all night talking to
Bouteflika. It can't be short.

This was my firect leng talk with him.

In my book on Arab Foreign Ministers, he will
have an honored place.

This is a threat to Kheddam.

Sadat had to cancel a dinner he had for me.
Bouteflika arranged it.

I gave him my apartment in New York for the UNGA.

[The Secretary and the President moved into
a private talk with only Mr. Sabbagh present.]
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MEMORANDUM H

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS: Abd al-Halim Khaddam, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Syrian Arab Republic
Samech Tawfeek Abou Fares,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Secretary of State
and Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

Peter W. Rodman, NSC Staff

Isa K. Sabbagh, Special Assistant to
Amb. Akins, Jidda (Interpieter)

. DATE AND TIME: - Saturday, March 15, 1975
(/ 6:45 - 7:15 p.m.
PLACE: In the Secretary's Car from the -

Presidential Palace to Airport, Damascus

Kissinger: You know what we agreed to, Mr. Foreign Mlmster ?
The President and 1?

Khaddam: No.

Kissinger: He asked me if I would replace you when I Iea.ve my present -
. job. But you can stay until then, '

°

Khaddam: I would have no objection now.

Kissinger; But Ihave a job now. It would be fun to be an Arab Foreign
Minister., All Arab Foreign Ministers are men of remarkable personality.
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Seriously, we had a very good talk in which we tried to define a
possible directicn, z=nd how to find a path between your necessities and .
our possibilities.

Seriously, will you say to the Cubans that from your impression

here there are no objections to an improvement of relations? Not
as a message, but as our impression,

Khaddam: Yes, that's quite possible. I seem to have read that shortly
there will be serious contacts between the U.S. and Cuba.

Kissinger: If you've read it, it's not true. But it's pos siblé._ There has
to be some reciprocity on the Cuban side. They can't make unilateral .

demands on us. But I think it can be worked out,

Khaddam: We know it requires time but we see the appearance of a
softening of the attitude of the QAS..

Kissinéer: This is correct. Apd we’;e engineering that.
Khaddarﬁ: '.;L’hat's \}ery good.
When will you come back here ? .
Kissinger: When you're out of town. AndI'll r.ealiy fix you.
No. You will be ba_.cklwhe‘n? |

Khaddam: On the 21st, | ' o

Kissinger: I won't be back before then. Not before. It would take
a surprising change in the situation if I came before.

Khaddam: You are having dinner with King Hussein tonight.

Kissinger: Yes. If I get there in time. Once when I came here, I was )
supposed to be there for dinner and I arrived at 11:30. o ——

Sabbagh: It was your second time here.
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Kissinger: Yes. And they made me eat the dinner there, zfter I'd
had a Syrian dizzer. So I had two dinners in one night.

Khaddam: Boutailixa didn't let us sleep last night.
Kissinger: What time did he ar}‘ive ?

Khaddam: 11:30,

Kissinger: And he spent the whole night with you?

Khaddam: His plane left at 6:00 a.m. I got home just when my kids
went to school.

Kissinger: The kids go to school on Saturday?

Khaddam: Yes. I got only one hour of sleep.
Kissiﬁge r: One hour is worse than none at a.ll».
Khaddam: Ican go to sleep_nq\lv.. - |
Kissir}ger: _Did the President get any sleep?

Khaddam: I think so. I couldn't sleep because I had the rendezvous to
come to the airport. '

K1ss1nge r: I must say this, Mr. Fore1gn Mlmster I Was very, very
pleased to find you at the airport. Really.

- Khaddam: And for sure I was extremely pleased. And I spent a grea"t

effort trying to find an airline that would leave on’'Sunday.

Kissinger: How are you going?

Khaddam: Tomorrow I go to Mumch then to Frankfort, and from.
Frankfort to Havana.

Kissinger: What airline ?
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Kha ddam A Russizn airline. So tomorrow I'll be flying for 15-16 hours.

Kissinger: It's = lozng flight. Why didn't Bouteflika come here a2t a more
reasonable hour?

Khaddam: He first told us he was arriving at 3:00 in the afternocon. At
2:30 the Algerian Embassy told us he would be arriving at 8:00. Then
we were told 9:00. I got to the airport, and he didn't arrive until 11:00.
Kissinger: He is worse than I am!

Khaddam: We realize one can't always control one's schedule.
Kissinger: No.

Khaddam: He had the President of Mauritania there.

Kissinger:" The President of Mauritania in New York gave a toast in_

water. He said he was first because he's a Moslem and second because .

he's from a drought area and water is more precious than champagne.

Khaddam: The flight to Amrriat; is about a Half hour.

: Kissi;:zge r: Not with our pilot. We have a new p110t who looks for clouds |
to see how bumpy he can make it, T - :

Khaddam: You're aupi)osed to have the best pilots.

Kissinger: Yes, but this is a new crew that's never flown with me before.

Give my best regards to Mrs. Khaddam.

Would it embarrass you at the airport if I thanked you for sta.ylng
to reteive me?

Khaddam: On the contrary.
Will Mrs. Kissinger come the next time ?

Kissinger: She stayed in Aswan because she has a stomach problem, so
if she flies too much, she gets sick. So I didn't bring her to Israel.
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Khaddam: It must e warm in Aswan.
Kissinger: Yes, but at night it's very cool.

The Foreizz Minister thinks it would still be too dangerous to go
to Kuwait, even with a unified command ?

Khaddam: A serious danger, no. -

Kissinger: They would just shoot me, and not use a bomb. [Laughter].

Khaddam: They have a good security outfit in Kuwait.

Kissinger: Unfortunately it's all manned by Palestinians.

Khaddam: True.

Kissinger: But since what my security people are worried about is
Palestinians, it doesn't do much good to be guarded by Palestlmans.

{ .. Khaddam: That's exaggeratlng. There area great many Palestinia.ns
o up and down the Gulf. Besides, we have to remember there is not that
.deep tendency to assassinate and so forth, and the Palestinians are part

. and parcel of the Arab world. And assassins are few and far between.

,Kls 31nger- Of course t.hat doesn't help you in any 1nd1v1dua1 case. [Laughter]

Khaddam: When one's time comes, there is no escape. God is the great
protector.

Sabbagh It's like the story of the bullet which said "To whom it may
concern, '

You haven't visited the casino here ?

- Kissinger: No, I haven't.

[The motorcade arrived at the airport. The Secretary's departure
remarks to the press are attached].

&  -SEGRET/NODIS/XGDS | B




) al%&{i:§§§FIED AMEMBASSY AMMAN

» . . o ;\.j '»."
7 Y“lV&LR WV
* \C\,,‘»Jf

OE RUE Vﬁ #1805 9741818

ZNR ULUUy ZZH

0 0 1517592 MAR 75

FM AM=M3ASSY DAMASCUS

T0 RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2981
INFO RUEHAM/AMEMBASSY AMMAN IMMEDIATE 477
RUEHHAK/USDEL ASWAN PRIORITY 827

RUQMBE /AMEMBASSY BEIRUT PRIORITY 1511
RUEHEG/AMEMBASSY CAIRC PRIORITY 552
RUEHEM/AMCONSUL JERUSALEM PRIORITY 448
RUGMAD/AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 623
RUEHFO/USINFO WASHDC IMMEDIATE

BT

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 1996

STATE PASS NSCE FOR SCOWCROFT, NESSEN N

EO 116522 N/A- - ,
TAGS: OVIP (KISSINGER, HENRY A) '
SUBJECT ¢ SECRETARY'S. DEPARTURE STATEMENT DAMASCUS AIRPORT MARCH

:@,.4975 \
JING IS TRANSCRIPT SECRETARY'S DEPARTURE -~
STA:=MENT DAMASCUS AIRPORT, MARCH 15, 19753 QUOIE.
FIRST OF ALL I WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOREIGN MINISTER
FOR HAVING DELAYED HIS DEPARTURE SO THAT HE COULD RECEIVE ME AND

PARTICIPATE IN THE TALKS. PRESIDENT ASAD AND e B

I HAD A VERY FULL AND DETAILED REVIEW OF THE PROSPECTS
OF PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST, AND WE AGREED THAT BEFORE S
1 COMPLETE MY STAY IN THIS AREA I WOULD RETURN TO DAMASCUS L
TO CONTINUE THOSE DISCUSSIONS. THANK YOU. UNQUOTE.
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