Scanned from the Kissinger Reports on USSR, China, and Middle East Discussions (Box 2 - October 19-23, 1975 - Drafts of Joint Communique)
at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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President

·~rald

R. Ford of the United St·ates of America visited

the People's Republic of China at the invitation of Premier Chou en
1

.

lai'of the People's Republic of China from December 1 through December
5, 1975. Accompanying the President were Mrs. Ford, Secre"tary of State

....... ....

Henry A. Kissinger, and other American officials •
")

<.

During the visit, the leaders of China and the United States
held a serious review of the international situation and expounded
their respective positions and views.

The two sides also had a

frank exchange of views on Sino-U.S. relations and other subjects of
common i nterest./
The Chinese side stated:
....

~r

The current international situation

"

~ischaracterized

by great disorder under heaven.

contradictions in the world are sharpening.

All the basic

Countries want independence,

nations want liberatiQn and the people want revolution
torrential tide of our time is rising ever higher.

this

There is no

lasting peace in the world; instead, the danger of a new world
war is mounting.

This has been borne out ever more clearly by

objective reality.
imperalism.

The danger of war comes mainly from social

People of all countries must get prepared against war.

It isChina's fundamental policy
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everywhere and never seek hegemony, and to persist
and self-reliance.

~n

independence'

As always, the Chinese Government and people will

I

I

firmq.support the revolutionary ,istruggles of the people of all
countries.

Thi~nited States side stated:.

In the modern era, peace and progress

can only be attained on the basis of constructive relations between
states whatever their philosophies or social systems.

It is a

fundamental principle of United States policy to resist encroachments
'i

and aggressive pressures, whatever their source and whether direct
·or indirect. In the thermonuclear age, security depends on maintaining
~stable balance and encouraging restraint.

In this spirit th~" ~".~, ~ ted

States has sought to resolve concrete political problems with nations
of opposing

social systems and to welcome more

posi~ive

bilateral

relations in many fields •. In the modern world, the fortunes of
.r

nations are
interdependent, whether they are rich or poor, industrialized
.....

o~developing •. International cooperation is essential to promote
economic development and economic well-being.

The United States,

therefore, will maintain its military and economic strength and will
apply it to the task of helping to build a more secure and more
just international order.
Both the Chinese and U.S. sides reaffirmed the principles agreed

,

upoJin the Shanghai Communique.

They maintained that countries,

regardless of their social systems, should conduct their relations

o~the principles of respect for the sovereignty and territorial, ,;:' , .
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integrity of all states, non-aggression
against other states,
,
non-interference in the intern':=tl affairs of other states, equality
and mutual benefit, and peaceful coexistence.
should be settled on this

International disputes

basi~ without resorting

to the use of threat

of force.
I
In reviewing the East Asianiarea, the two sides agreed that the

peoples of the region should be permitted to realize their future
progress and security free from the threat of force or outside
vention.

inter~

I~particular, they strongly reiterated their view

that neither side should seek hegemony in the Asia-Pacific region

o~any other part of the world and that each is opposed to efforts
hy any other country

0::-

group of countries to establ.i.sh such hegemony.

- Both the Chinese and U. S. sides pointed out that since the Shan';;"!.L
Communique, there has been a growth in the exchanges and friendship
between the two peoples and an improvement in the relations between
~---~ 'the t wo cOUn.......
I..r ~·es • The new relationship has become a durable
element in the world.

It conforms to ~he common desire of the

peoples of China and the United States to realize the normalization
of their relations.
The Chinese side stated:

The Taiwan issue is the crucial issue

obstructing the normalization of relations between China and the United
States; ilie Government of the People's Republic of China is the sole
legal government of China; Taiwan is a province of China which has long
. ..,'-.. ......
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been returned to the motherland;
the liberation of Taiwan is China's

internal affair in which no other country has the right to interfere;

and~ll

u.s.

fro~(aiwan.

forces and militar

1 inRtallations

must be withdrawn

The Chinese Gover1ment firmly opposes any activities which

l

. aim althe creation of "one China, one Taiwan", "one China, two
governillents", "two Chinas" ,andl"independent Taiwan", or advocate that
"the status of Taiwan remains

to Qe d.eterminea",

The

Ch~n~§~

§j.ge

emphasized that the normalization of relations between China and the'
United States can be realized only when the

u.s.

Government severs

itsbiplomatic
relations with Taiwan, .·withdraws all
,

u.s.

armed forces

and military installations fro~~aiwan, and abrogates the Mutual
Defense Treaty.
- The United States side stated:

al~Chinese

The United States acknowledges that

on either side of the Taiwan Strait maintain there is but

onebhina and that Taiwan is a part of China.
1

The United States

i__ r Government:" expresses
agreement with the principle of one China.
.

At the

.

same~ime, it reaffirms its interest .:b..a.peaceful settlement of the
Taiwan question by the Chinese themselves.

With this prospect in

mind, it affirms the ultimate objective of the withdrawal of all

u.s.

forces and military installations from Taiwan.
The two sides agreed that the contacts and exchanges between the

peoples of China and the United States in such fields as science,
technology, culture, sports and journalism have contributed to the
enhancement of mutual understanding and +riendship.

Both sides will
.

.•~--:

facili ta te the further development of .such contacts and eXChang~;:" ' '.
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In order to further strengthen their

bilate~al

relation

ship, the two sides reached a number of new agreements.

The

work of the two Liaison Offices will be further enhanced.
In addition, branch liaison offices will be established in
San Francisco and Canton, and wire service offices will be
established in Peking and Washington.

They also agreed on

measures to facilitate the reuniting of families where citi
zens of the PRC and the u.S. have relatives living in the
other country.
Both sides maintained that it is in the interest of the
two peoples to develop bilateral trade step by step on the
basis of equality and mutual benefit.

The two sides agreed

to continue to facilitate such trade.
There was further discussion of other bilateral questions
that remain unresolved, such as financial claims and assets.
These discussions will be continued in an effort to find mutu
ally agreeable answers within the-spirit of cooperation
envisaged in the· Shanghai Communique.
Both sides reaffirmed that despite the profound differences
of philosophy and social system which exist between the United
States and China, it is nonetheless possible to deepen friend
ship and understanding between the two peoples, and that mutual
efforts will be sustained to complete the normalization of rela
tions between China and the United States on the basis of
Shanghai Communique.
~~NODIS
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President Ford and his party expressed

th~ir

appreciation

to the Government and people of the People's Republic of China
for the hospitality extended to them.
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