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SEGRET 2

suggest that there may be some merit in your visiting Peking prior to
the Brezhnev trip to Washington., At minimum, this might make the
Soviets more forthcoming on a number of issues. Alternatively, you
may wish to hold off the advance trip to Peking until after the Brezhnev
summit,

On the assumption that you may wish to keep open your options on the
timing of an advance trip to the PRC for another month or so, I have
drafted an interim reply to Bush which indicates that there is some
possibility that you might visit Peking in late August or early September
as opposed to late October, and that you will try to give him a more
definite indication of your plans by mid-July.

Recommendation:

That you approve the reply to Ambassador Bush at Tab A.

Approve Disapprove

——————





















-SEERET

—————————

4, The President and I both appreciate your thoughts about the

political dimensions of his China trip.

any additional views you might have.

5. Warm regards.

We look forward to receiving















Ron Nessen's Blooper

As you know Ron Nessen in response to a questlion a couple
of days ago sald that the President probably would be
visiting China in late November or early December. This
did not get much attention but obviously was gauche,
particularly in this period when we are waiting to hear
from the Chinese. I checked and confirmed that Nessen
did put out a clarifylng statement to the effect that
nothing is set and this subject is being discussed with
the Chinese. To my knowledge this has received no atten-
tion. You may wish to have Bud McFarlane call the Chinese
in low key to say that Nessen misspoke inadvertently and
that a clarification has been put out. On the other hand
this might look overly defensive and perhaps eager as we
await their response on dates. On balance I weuild suggest
doing this.

Approve, McFarlane to call the Chinese

Disapprove
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support, or you might address the group as a mood-setter in advance

of your own trip to Peking in October. (Based on our recent discussion,
however, you may wish to adopt a lower '"China profile'' than would

be implied by a speech by the President or yourself,)

-- You will recall that last October Huang Chen requested that
his wife have an opportunity to call on the First Lady. No such meeting
was held, however. The Chinese raised the issue again early in the
spring. Again no action was taken because of the conjunction of the
request with developments in Indochina. You may wish to consider
having the First Lady receive Madame Huang within the next few months
(particularly if the First Lady will accompany the President on his
trip to Peking).

If you will provide guidance, we will handle the staffing of these
requests as you indicate.

Recommendations:

That the President receive the delegation from the China Council for
the Promotion of International Trade:

Approve Disapprove

That the President receive the delegation from the All-China Scientific
and Technical Association:

Approve Disapprove

That the President accept the invitation of the National Committee on
U.S.- China Relations to address their annual meeting on September 17:

Approve Disapprove

Alternatives:

That the President send the annual meeting a message (which
we will prepare):

Approve Disapprove
That you address the National Committee's annual meeting:

Approve Disapprove

That the First Lady receive Madame Huang Chen at some convenient ...

time in advance of the President's trip to Peking: o5 b FG@Q
R
C o

Approve Disapprove b S








