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I· iJPuATt: JSA INC [DENT 

' !
1 1. SUM1·11'.-RV OF INCIDENT: 
~. BASED ON INTERROG~TION OF NUMEROUS WITNfSSES AND UNC GUARD 

··P ERSONN EL INVOLVED, PLUS THE ANALYSIS OF OXlO PHOTOGRAPHS OBTAINED 
THUSFAR, THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFORMATfON IS PROVIDED: 

• (1} THERE IS SOME HISTORICAL BUILDUP TO THIS INCIDENT OF 
SEVERAL DAYS DURATION. A PLAN WAS MADE OY THE UNC PEkSCNNEL SEVERAL 
QAYS AGO TO CHOP THE TREE DOWN. SEVERAL UNARMED KOR~AN MA INTENANCE 
PERSONNEL WENT TO THE AREA, EXAMINED THE TASK, AND DISCUSSED HOW TO 
~ EST ACCOMPLISH ~HE JOA. SEVERAL KPA GUARDS TOLD THE,SE PERSONNEL 
TO LEAVE THE TREE ALONE. THE DECISION ON lR AUGUST WAS TO TRIM THE 
TR EE AND KPA PERSONNEL WERE SO INFOR~~EO. . 
(21 AT APPROXl~ATELY 181030!, A UNC WORK CREW OF FIVE KOREAN 
LABORERS , ACCOMPAN[ED BY THREE UNC OFFICERS (2 U.S., 1 ROK) AND A 
SFVEN (7} MAN SECURITY FORCE, WAS DISPATCHED TO PRUNE ~LARGE TREE 
VIC UNC CP 3 AT BT 956 020. THIS WAS A ROUTlN~ ACTION NECESSITATED 
~ fC,USE ~HE TREE OBSCURED OOSERVATION BETWEEN UNC GUARD POST3 ANO ' 
nBSERVAT ION POST 5. 
(3) SHORT~Y AFTER AR~lVAL, TWO (2) KPA OFflCfRS ANO A~PROX IMATELV 
NINt: (9) KPA GUARDS ARRIVED tN A TP.UC K. ONE (1) KPA OFFICER 
BEGAN A DISCUSSION WIT~ THE ROK OFFICER, ASKING WHAT HE WAS DOING. 
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THE ROk OFFICER ~XPLAINED TtiAT THE WORK PARTY WAS PRUNING THE TREE 
AND OIO N&JT INTENT TO CUT THE ~JHOLI: Tn n~ DOWN. • THE KPA OFF'lCEP. HlOtCATE:O THAT THIS ~~A~ 11 G00Dn. WORK CO~JTINUEO 

' ~~01<10 TO 15 NINUi~S MW Sm·1E KrA Pt:HSOW•:ft ENGAGI:O IN TRYING TO 
r '-J STRUCT THt: UNC ~IORKERS Hfn.J TO PPUN E Tlif. TRF.FS. ALL C Ot~VERSA
TIONS seTWEEN UNC AND KPA PERSONNEL WE~t SPOKEN IN THE KOREAN 
(HANGUL) LANGUAGE. 1 
(-4) AT APPROXfMATELV 1050 HRS, THE 1\Pf. CO COtiiNANOER F OR ~!0 KNDriN REAS 
ON • 
TCLD THE UNC OFFICER TO STOP THE WORK. 
(51 A SHORT DISCUSSION FOLLOl~ED AND Ttl~: KPA OFFICER TliP.EATEN.EO 
THE UNC P~RSONNEL. ~ 
{6) THE UNC CMDR DIRECTED THAT THE WURK CONT INUE SINCE THIS 
~AS A LEGAL, PEACEFUL MATTER. 
t7l THE KPA OFFICER ATTEMPTeD TO ORDER llH:· KO!lt.:AN LAliO!\f;RS 
TO STOP WORKING. 
te) THE FOL OFFICER, IN CONFfRfNCE WITH THE U.S. CMDR, INO[CAtEO 
TO THE KPA THAT WORK WOULD CONTINUE. 
(9) THE KPA OFFICER SENT A GUARO ACRnS S THE SA CHON BRIDGE, 

1 
t~PPt.RENTLV TO CALL FOR RI?INFORCFMl~NT$. SHORTLY THEREAFTf:R., (SE\fEq;\L 
HINUTESJ .!.PPF.OXJMATELV 30 KPA GliAROS I•!0RC ON THf: SCENE. 

· {101 THE KPA OFFICER TOOl<. JH.S 'rlt\TCH C\Fh WR~PPED TT IN A 
l-!Mo!DKERCHI2F AND PLACED YT IN I-llS POCKET . ANOTI~t::R KPA OFFICER 

I ROLLED UP HIS SLEEVES. CPT BONT!FAS WAS OBSERVING THE TREE CUTTING 
• • ·~NO OIO NOT r<rQTICE THESE ACTIONS BY THE KPA OFFICERS. . 
i . {llt THE KPA CFi-ICER YELLED "KILL" ANO STRUCK CPT BONIFAS 
I 

1 XNOCKlNG ' H[M TO THE GROUND. FIVE OTH~R KPA GUARDS JUMPED ON HIM 
l ANO CONTINUED TO BEAT HIM. 

(12) IMMEDIATELY, ALL KPA GUAROS ATTACKED THE REMA!NLNG UNC GUARDS 
'BEA TING THEM WITH AXE HANDLES AND CLUOS. 
(13) ADOIT[ONALLY, THE KPA GUARDS PICKfD UP THE AXES . U5EO BY THE 
i'P. EE PF.IJN ERS Aflll) ATTACKED UNC GUARDS. Ul·~C: W!"TN£.!SSE ·S OB~ERVED KPA 
GUARDS BEATING CPT UONlFAS WlTH THE BLUNl HEAD OF THE AXES WHflE 

·HE WAS ON THE GROUND. 
(l't) ALL U.S., ROK, M!O KATUSA PERSOW·~CL RECEIVED REPEATED 
GE.\T INGS. THE PHOTOGRAPH$ CLEARLY REVE 1~ l n~o INSTf\NC ES ~:HERE 
SEVEN (71 AND NINE (9) KPA GUhRDS WER~ CLUSTERED AROUND ONE UNC 
GlJARO MW \{ERE BE~TING THEM WITH AX E Ht.l'ml.ES t C.UJBS, FE C: T ANO FISTS. 
(!5) ADDITIONALLY, THE PHCTOGP.APHS CLrMtLY IOUH IFY UNC GUARDS 
~TTEMPTING TO BRt:AK. CONTACT AND EVACU!'.TE THE AREA OR EXTRICATE, 

, OTHER UNC PER~ONNEL. ' 
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(16) THE ~NTIRE ACTION LASTED NO MORE THAN FIVE OR SIX 
:1 INUTES . 

... 

(!7) GOOD ClfAR PHOTOS WERE POSStOLF SECAUSE , aASfO ON • 
:-tiSTO~TCAL EXPE'f\f(;NCC, NlJM(ROUS CM-1Ef~AS \HTH TELEPHOTO LENSES· 
H~VE BEE N PRE - POSITIONED IN THE UNC OPS ANO MOST UNC GUARDS 
li AVE PERSC'~~\L CM1f.P.AS . f.10ST PHOTOS WERE TAK!:N FR0:-.1 OP 5 
~???.OXH1ATELY 250-300 NETERS FROf.l THE SCENE . 
3. (C) COMMENT: THE CURRENT UNC/USFK/EUSA POLICY DIRECTIVE 
REGARDING USE CF FORCE AND FIREARMS BY UNC SECURITY FORCES . . 
CLEARLY SPECIFIES THAT : . 
A. PE:ACEFLIL COEXISTENCE WITHIN THE JSA AREA t S ESSENTIAL . • . 
n. Ut.JC I=ORCC.:S WILL \JSE A MINIMUM OF fORCE Nf:CESSAHY TO 
EXTRICATE TH f MSELVES; ACTION WILL AE TAKEN TO TERMINATE~ANY 
PHYSICAL INCIDENTS AS SOON AS POS~IBLE . 
C. ~INOR INCIDENTS INITIATED BY K~A/CPV PERSONNEL SUCH AS 
SHOVING, SPITTING, ETC ., ARE TO BE IGNORED . 
n. THE OISCHARGING OF FIREARMS JN THE JSA BY MEMB~RS OF 
THE UNC JSF IS ST~ICTLY PROHIBITED EXCEPT WHEN ORDERED BY THE 
SECURITY OFFICER ON THE SCENE OR WHEN NECESSARY TO PROTECT UNC 

t PERSONNEL . WEAPONS ARE NOt TO BE USED TO THREATEN OR FRIGHTEN 
KPA/CPV PERSONNEL . 

)4. tC) OVERALL EVALLIA.TTON : UNC PERSONNEL REACTED TO A SURPRISE, 
'JN~ROVOKEO ATTACK WI TH RESTRAINT AND SELF-DISCIPLINE. BOTH US 
~ OFFICERS WERE STRUCK DOWN ALMOST ! ~M EDIATELY LEAVING THE FORCE 

1 1WITHOUT A US OFFICER IN CHARGE . TOTAL TIME OF CONTACT i4AS 
iM INIMAL . UNC PERSONNEL WERE OUTNUMBERED 3 TO 1. BOTH UNC ANO 

I l KPA PERSONNEL WERE t~Rm~D WlTH PISTOLS . TNDJSCRIMINATE USE OF 
I (F IREARMS BY BOTH SIDES MAY HAV~ P~ECIPlTATED AN INCIDENT OF I GRAVER CONSEQUENCES . THERE IS SOME EVIDENCE OF AN ON-THE-SPOT 
I ~ DECISION SY THE KPA TO GAIN A NUI'It:RICAL ADVANTAGE AND' ISOLATE. 
· : 7HE UNC LEADERS AS QU I CKLY AS POSS.H~LE . 
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. AOC CARLISLE B~S ~! 
ANMCC· FORT Ril~HIE ~D 
NE!CP anDRiWS lFB ~D 
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CNO ~!SffiN}rO~ DC 

A.fB HI 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12M& S.C. U 

CSA WlSRINlTON DC 
CI~CSAC OFFUrr lFB N~ 
COMUS~OREl SEOUL !5 
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PARALLEL FILE OF DOCUMENTS OPENED FROM 
UNPROCESSED COLLECTIONS (National 
Security Council) 
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Korea - North Korean Tree Incident, 

8 / 18 / 76 - Telegrams (1) - (3) 
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 
Presidential Libraries Withdrawal Sheet 

WITHDRAWAL ID 05850 

REASON FOR WITHDRAWAL 

TYPE OF MATERIAL 

CREATOR'S NAME . 
RECEIVER'S NAME 

TITLE . . . . 
DESCRIPTION 

CREATION DATE 

VOLUME . 

COLLECTION/SERIES/FOLDER ID 
COLLECTION TITLE . . . . 

BOX NUMBER . 
FOLDER TITLE 

DATE WITHDRAWN . . . . 
WITHDRAWING ARCHIVIST 

National security restriction 

Telegram 

Vice Admiral Hannifin 
General Stillwell 

JSA Incident 
. re Panmunjom Incident 

.. 08/19/1976 

. . 3 pages 

. 027500065 

. HENRY A. KISSINGER AND BRENT SCOWCROFT 
PARALLEL FILE OF DOCUMENTS OPENED FROM 
UNPROCESSED COLLECTIONS (National 
Security Council) 

• • A1 
Korea - North Korean Tree Incident, 

8/18/76 - Telegrams (1) - (3) 

09/30/1993 
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 
Presidential Libraries Withdrawal Sheet 

REASON FOR WITHDRAWAL 

TYPE OF MATERIAL . 

CREATOR'S NAME . 
RECEIVER'S NAME 

TITLE . . . . 
\.. DESCRIPTION 

CREATION DATE 

VOLUME . 

WITHDRAWAL ID 05851 

National security restriction 

Telegram 

. . . Joint Chiefs of Staff 
CINCPAC Honolulu 

Korean Augmentation 
re Panmunjom Incident 

08/19 / 1976 

2 pages 

COLLECTION/SERIES/FOLDER ID 
COLLECTION TITLE . . . . 

027500065 
HENRY A. KISSINGER AND BRENT SCOWCROFT 

PARALLEL FILE OF DOCUMENTS OPENED FROM 
UNPROCESSED COLLECTIONS (National 
Security Council) 

BOX NUMBER . 
FOLDER TITLE . 

DATE WITHDRAWN . . . . 
WITHDRAWING ARCHIVIST 

A1 
Korea - North Korean Tree Incident, 

8 / 18/76 - Telegrams (1)-(3) 

.. 09/30 / 1993 
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 
Presidential Libraries Withdrawal Sheet 

WITHDRAWAL ID 05853 

REASON FOR WITHDRAWAL National security restrict i on 

TYPE OF MATERIAL . . Telegram 

CREATOR'S NAME Joint Chiefs of Staff 

DESCRIPTION re Panmunjom Incident 

CREATION DATE 08 / 19 / 1976 

VOLUME . 2 pages 

COLLECTION/ SERIES/FOLDER ID 027500065 
COLLECTION TITLE . . . . HENRY A. KISSINGER AND BRENT SCOWCROFT 

BOX NUMBER . A1 

PARALLEL FILE OF DOCUMENTS OPENED FROM 
UNPROCESSED COLLECTIONS (Nat ional 
Security Council) 

FOLDER TITLE . Korea - North Korean Tree Incident, 
8 / 18 / 76 - Telegrams (1) - (3) 

DATE WITHDRAWN . . . . . 09 / 30 / 1993 
WITHDRAWING ARCHIVIST . GG 



NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 
Presidential Libraries Withdrawal Sheet 

WITHDRAWAL ID 05854 

REASON FOR WITHDRAWAL National security restriction 

TYPE OF MATERIAL . Telegram 

CREATOR'S NAME . 
RECEIVER'S NAME 

. . Joint Chiefs of Staff 
. . . CINCPAC Honolulu 

TITLE . . . . 
DESCRIPTION 

CREATION DATE 

VOLUME . 

COLLECTION/SERIES/FOLDER ID 
COLLECTION TITLE . . . . 

BOX NUMBER . 
FOLDER TITLE 

DATE WITHDRAWN . . . . . 
WITHDRAWING ARCHIVIST 

Korean Augmentation 
re Panmunjom Incident 

08/19/1976 

. . 2 pages 

027500065 
HENRY A. KISSINGER AND BRENT SCOWCROFT 

PARALLEL FILE OF DOCUMENTS OPENED FROM 
UNPROCESSED COLLECTIONS (National 
Security Council) 

. A1 
Korea - North Korean Tree Incident, 

8/18/76 -Telegrams (1)-(3) 

09/30/1993 
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 
Presidential Libraries Withdrawal Sheet 

WITHDRAWAL ID 05855 

REASON FOR WITHDRAWAL National security restriction 

TYPE OF MATERIAL . Telegram 

CREATOR'S NAME . . . Joint Chiefs of Staff 

DESCRIPTION . re Panmunjom Incident 

CREATION DATE 08/19/1976 

VOLUME . . . . 1 page 

COLLECTION/SERIES/FOLDER ID 
COLLECTION TITLE . . . . 

BOX NUMBER . 
FOLDER TITLE . 

DATE WITHDRAWN . . . . . 
WITHDRAWING ARCHIVIST . . . 

. 027500065 

. HENRY A. KISSINGER AND BRENT SCOWCROFT 
PARALLEL FILE OF DOCUMENTS OPENED FROM 
UNPROCESSED COLLECTIONS (National 
Security Council) 

A1 
. Korea - North Korean Tree Incident, 

8/18 / 76 - Telegrams (1) - (3) 

. 09/30/1993 
GG 
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 
Presidential Libraries Withdrawal Sheet 

WITHDRAWAL ID 05857 

REASON FOR WITHDRAWAL 

TYPE OF MATERIAL 

CREATOR'S NAME . 
RECEIVER'S NAME 

TITLE . . . . 
DESCRIPTION 

CREATI ON DATE 

VOLUME . 

COLLECTION/ SERIES / FOLDER ID 
COLLECTION TITLE . . . . 

BOX NUMBER .. 
FOLDER TITLE . 

DATE WITHDRAWN . . . . 
WITHDRAWING ARCHIVIST 

. National security restriction 

. Telegram 

. Joint Chiefs of Staff 
USCINCRED MacDill AFB FL, et a l 

. Korean Augmentation 
. . re Panmunjom Incident 

. 08 / 19 / 1976 

• 2 pages 

. 027500065 

. HENRY A. KISSINGER AND BRENT SCOWCROFT 
PARALLEL FILE OF DOCUMENTS OPENED FROM 
UNPROCESSED COLLECTIONS (National 
Security Council) 

A1 
Korea - North Kor ean Tre e Incide nt, 

8 / 18 / 76 - Telegrams (1) - (3) 

09 / 30 / 1993 
GG 
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O~TA!LS. SATO SUBSEQUE NTLY AGREEO THAT GOJ WOULD 
LIMIT RESPON~E TO CON~IR"ING ADVANCE NOTIFICAT IO N OF 
F-~ DEPLOYMENT ~UT ~OuLD NOT REFEk TO USG EXPLANATION 
~O~VEYED FIHST SENTE~CE ~~ PA~A 2 REFTE~, 
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A• YAI~.H~KI SAID THAT IF A~i<l:':ll C10J l~uUl.O T~l<E POSITION 
TH~T A L£~LUY~ENT OF T~l5 ~ATUPE NOT SU~JECT T" PHIOR 
CrJ~SW .. TATIOr~ tJt(C,iV~5!(1 t( OF f-:ST ~-~fCANGEhENiSa YAI-IA.ZAI<I 
ASK~~ T~~T ~~ K~FF ~~J IrFO~M~O OF OEVELOPNE~TS BUT 
OFFE~f~ ~Q FU~THER ~EACTIUN. 
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