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1. I have just finished a fairly lengthy conversation with Bill 

Clements and Admiral Holloway. Phil Habib could not join us, but 

he claims his view~ are well known to Secretary Kissinger. (As 

you probably know, he is deeply concerned that we not set off a 

series of escalatory and dangerous incidents.). As I see it, we 

will need reasonably clear guidance no later than 0900 e:5-stern daylight 

time tomorrow on three issues: (1) the beginning of the B-52 exercises; 

(2) the great tree surgery operation, and (3) any additional military 

action either in conjunction with or following on the tree operation. 

2. As for the B-52 1 s, regardless of how we decide to proceed 

with the tree, we should start the B-52 exercise. I helieve everyone 

here agrees with that, and an execute message will go out this evening 

so that the necessary lead time will put the B-52 1 s in the air and over the 

target area, at about the same time that Stillwell would launch his 

tree operation, thal is, 1800 EDT.toznorrow. So unless we hear otherwise 

this will proceed. 

3. On taking out the tree, there are strong differences 4' 
\~. 

Washington. The JCS support General Stillwell 1 s plan. After '\'~\:1 

"' 
listening to Holloway, I conclude they are supporting it out of 
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loyalty to the Field Commander and in recognition that we must 
; 

make a strong show of manhood in an area we were driven out of two 

days ago. The Chiefs, however, recognize that there are severe 

risks and there could be casualties. Bill Clements does not 

support the Stillwell plan; he feels it will lead to a major fight, 

that the Koreans are in effect baiting an attack and that we should 

take out the tree by some other method. He suggests, for example, 

running a helicopter in, dropping a satchel with napalm, and igniting 

the tree which would make a tremendous fireworks display for all 

to witness. The third option would be to ignore the tree, and some 

time at our choosing tomorrow, attack the North Korean barracks 

with artillery fire treating that as our tit-for -tat. A further option 

unanimously opposed by Clements, the Chiefs, and I think Habib 

would be to conduct an artillery attack at the same time we were 

chopping down the tree. As the Chiefs point out this runs a major 

risk of an attack by fire on the tree choppers who vo uld be in an 

exposed area. A final option would be to conduct the Stillwell 

tree chopping plan and, if it runs into major trouble, to withdraw 

and then attack the North Korean barracks with artillery. 

4. Obviously, General Stillwell will need substantial lead 

time to prepare for whatever option is decided, particularly if 

his general plan, which involves movement of a US rifle company, 

a Korean battalion, etc, is to be in place and ready to go at 1800 EDT. ) 

)'/ 
.. _ ·.~., ~-/ 
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5. My recommendation-after considerable agonizing is 

as follows: (a) to proceed with the Stillwell plan; (b) to instruct 

Stillwell that if he receives unfriendly fire, to withdraw immediately 

and, once his forces are secured, to launch an artillery attack on the 

North Korean barracks and then be prepared to accept the inevitable 

retaliatory artillery attack from the North Koreans. If this scenario 

should develop, you, the President and Henry would then need to pause and 
with 

consider very carefully the next US move. Basically I share/the others 

the conviction that the North Koreans are prepared to play a bloody game, 

but, in my view, probably will let the Stillwell tree-chopping go 

without a fire fight. 

6. In sum, we need a go or no-go decision on the Stillwell 

plan or any of the alternatives. 

7. If and only if you decide to bypass the tree operation in 
then 

preference for a retaliatory artillery strike, /we would certainly need 
South 

to go to the/Koreans, explain our plan and permit Stillwell sufficient 

time for his forces within artillery range to protect themselves, etc. 

But I think it is safe to assume that he could accomplish this 

quite easily after a decision is made tomorrow morning our time. 

8. Perhaps you can see in this some other variance or 

better scenario, but this seems to be the situation as I se~' i(·,:. " ~.::• • -c 
!'¥:"'• ,_-

after arguing all day with various protagonists and liste~h.ng to 
\. ._-, 
\ 

the TV events in my old home town. 
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9. 1 Let me highlight two practical contingencies that you 

should keep in mind. First, if the tree surgery team arrives and 

finds the area occupied by a large group of North Koreans, 

Stillwell will almost certainly need instructions on whether to 

charge in and start a fracas or to withdraw for a later time. 

This could occur about 1800 tomorrow or thereabouts when key 

people such as yourself, the President or Kissinger may not in 

fact be immediately available. Second, if there is an unfavorable 

turn of events during the tree chopping and a real fire fight develops, 

it will_ also occur around 1830 tomorrow EDT, and we will need some 

clear, fast guidance on whether we retaliate immediately. At this 

point our only option might well be to blast away at the bridge of 

no return and the North Korean barracks area. 

10. To wrap this all up, keep in mind that a number of moves 

are coinciding. The F-111 1 s will be in place about 0400 our time. 

Task group 77. 4 will get underway about 1900 our time tomorrow and 

the B-52 exercise will be occuring in between. 

11. A final addendum concerns the War Powers Act notification. 

If I know the bureaucracy, they will all decide that notification 

is the better part of valor and the President will be stuck with it 

some time when he is in the great State of Kansas, but since the 

law allows us 48 hours we probably can do it after you arrive in":-

Vail, but you may want to advise the President that the legal 
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eagles will probably conclude the addition of 18 F-4 1 s and 20 F-Ill's 

"substantially enlarges US Armed Forces 11 in the area. 

12. Will await to hear from you tomorrow morning or late 

tonight. 

13. Warm regards. 
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Korean WASAG August 191p 1976 

Decisions: 

l , Seek Presidential approval of a military action 
to cut down the tree and try to do it in such a way 
as to avoid con~rontation • 
-~ ~-t {) t:=-(J ~..... (/ .~ 

2 . TOS"1!"ar the B-52 'e.kercise . The f~ such B-52 run 
should be timed to cmincide with the tree cutting. 

3. To start moving the t~/ Naval Task Force south into 
either the Sea of Japan or the Yellow Sea . 

4 . To start moving 18 F-lls from Mountain Home Idaho 

5. To develop a contingency plan for shelling a North 
Korean barracks . 
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Korean- WASAG August 19, 1976 
Started 8 : 12 am 

Kissinger: I would like some account of why it took so long for our 
reactton force to go in. 

I . 

Holloway: We have not received an account which satisjfies us . Stillwell 
was in Japan when the incident took place and is investigating. 

Kissinger: I complained to the Chinese yesterday . They asked a good ~MK~ 
question. They wanted to know why we had cameras there if we were 
not expecting an incident~ 

Holloway: It was a precaution because of previous ir~cidents . 

Kissinger : Okay . Their next question was --if we had a photographer 
there, why didn't we do something . 

Holloway,: We have not reueived a satisfactory answer from Stillwell 
on that . 

Kissinger: Why did Stillwell go into see Park along when he was x~e«Xf±«: 
specifically instructed to go in with the DCM . 

Abramowitz: Well he called Stern and Stern said for ~im to go ahead . 

Kissinger : But did he tell Stern that Stern was su~posed to accompany hi• 

Abramowitz: He felt that Park was supposed to be informed right away . 
That was the environment . 

Kissinge~ : We are not going to let Stillwell run loose . We are not go ing 
to le.t him act like MacArthdn . We could have cut him out completely 
and i'nsured that the whole thing be handled by the DCM . 

Holloway: He talked to the Minister of Defense, then --

Kissinger : It should not happen again . 

Clement : I will send him a message . 

·Kissinger: I heard on the radio this morning a report that the Pentagon 
says that military action is inconceivable . The President will hit 
the ~~~~ ceiling when he hears that because I told him we would 
be discussing possible military actions and that is whaa the Presiden 
wants . 

Holloway: It must have been press conjecture . 

Clements : It was probably from our PA . 

Kissinger: George , do you have a briefing 

Bush:(Begins briefing) see a ttached 

Kissinger : We mus t brief our NATO allies .' 

Bush (continues briefing) 

Habib: Neutral observers won ' t go . 

Bush ( finishes briefing) 

Kiss~nger : The fact is that they beat two of our men to death . Lets not 
loose sight of that . 

Clements : Yesterday Henry asked a question about the order of battle . 
Holloway judgement was that they are relatively in balance . Is that 
also your judgement George!• 
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Bush: Evelyn? 

Colbert :Yes, we basically agree , ou~ ground forces don't count for 
much . ~here is a lack of firepower, 

Kissinger: How come 10,0 n Americans don't count for much? 

Habib: They consist of one division. The rest are air and ground support 

Holloway : Our air and mobile forces count for more than is reflected in 
the numbers . They have great influence . 

Kissinger : I am uneasy about these net assessments. You can look at 
military hi,story. viars are often one by the side with the smaller 
forces, You look a.., \'lorld Ear I where the Germans were outnumbered, 
Then again in world War II, the Germans were outnumbered by the 
French and the British . They wwre able to concentrate their forces 
at decisive, key points and win. 

Habib~ 
Kex~N~ : Our battle plan for Korea is based on exactly that assumption. 

Holloway:On balance the South Korean forces with US assistance are adequ 
to stop the North Koreans from reaching Seoul. However a surpt:ise 
actack could upset thatp~t that is no longer a possibility since 
we have g ne to DEFCON 3. Of oourse a lot depends on how the troops 
fight for the~can be breakthroughs. One brealcthrough can raise 
havoc . A bold stroke could cause a lot of trouble. But the North 
Koreans by their attack on the two men have given aHay the element 
of surprise . 

Kissinger: If they had wanted to launch an attack they would not have 
beat the tvlO Americans to death . 

Hyland : It is obvious from their propaganda that the Chinese were cool 
to the North Korean August 5 statement . If the North Koreans really 
want to fight they vtill need Chinese and Russian support . 

I 

Kissinger: If \~e do nothing they will think of us as the paper tigers of 
Saigon. They might then try to create a series of events . If 111e do 
nothing there may be another incident and then another. 

Hyland: There is a substantial body of opinion in the US that we shpuld 
pull out of Korea. Ed Reichauer in the Christian Science Monitor 
wrote tha \te should not hono~r our committment even if :NKx.a:x:exx 
actac)ced . 

Robinson: When was this article? 
l 

Hyland: About three weeks ago. There may be a problem if the ;lp{ 
North; Koreansthink that this crisis will cause controversy in this 
country . 

Kiss1nge~ : Certainly there will be controversy . There would be a controv 
if \~e 1 did nothing . 'fy{ The onl w v t act is to do something effectiv 

Bush: hey have spotted 
a lo oast Naval activity , There is a so the unusaal 
participation of civil transportation facitities, unusual bomber 
readiness . Their alert is very different from previous alerts. 

Kissinger: What kind cf alert did they have for the EC-121? 

Bush:' was no such strip alert at that time . 

v 
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Colbert:It was intended to demonstrate t o the US a high degree of 
readiness and to give us pause from undertaking military action. They 
layed everything on before publicizing their alert . 

Kissinger: You still think that yesterday's incident W!!S a planned 
action? 

Colbert:Yes . The way they handled the alert was another indication 
that it was planned. Within one hour of our going on DEFCON 3 
they had their strip alert • 

Kissinger: Ybu do think it was planned . 

Colbert: An incident was planned but the actual killing of the two 
Americans may not have been in the plan. Those guards have been 
indoctrinated to hmte Americans • The Koreans are very violent. 
The weight of the evidence including the number of Korean reinforceme 
ready prior to .the incident indicatep!s that pour int,_..erpretation is 
true. · 

Kissinger:Obviously the tree was going to be a contentious issue and 
it was probably clear to the North Koreans that our going-in was 
likely to create an incident. So why didn 1 t we also anticipate this. 
Where was our reaction force! We had no authority to prune the tree, 
We went in, advised the North Korean Officer who said good and then 

all hell broke loose . 

Clements: Well I agree. I remeber our discussion yesterday and what you 
( to Holloway) said about our troops being Vietnam vetrans trained 
to obey thef rules. But they were armed and I can•t understand how 
~ they could have let the Koreans get that close to them and get 
themselves clobbered and chopped up. 

Kissinger: What military options do we have? 
• I -v.:;::;:; t..Sl..._ -f ~~~ • 

Holloway: Stiltw~~l was in Japan during the incident and still does not 
unders-tand. It was i a surprise to him. One thing he did point out 
on the telephone is that once the two officers were killed GNZX 
the t~roops were leaderless. 

Kissinger: What about the guy in the observation tower. 

Holloway: Our information on that is garbled. There is no readonable 
excuse. Since yesterday's meeting we have gone up to DEFCON 3 and 
our F-4s arrived in Korea before nightfall . The North Koreans are 
aware of it because they complained about it ~the MAC meeting. 

Kissinger: Why? 

Habib:Technically speaking any introduction of forces into Korea is 
illegal . We have done this thousands of times and the North Koreans 
have always complained. They do it too. The introduction of any weapc 
not there at the time of the agreement is illegal 

Kissinger; What are we going to do? 

Holloway:The first priority is to prune or cut the tree . The preliminary 
plan is to move in with some forces and chop it down quickly. 

Kissinger: Does th~ ~rmy have highly trained tree choppers? 

Holloway: It would be done by specially trained Army engineers . The 
secon,d option mentioned by Stillwell would be to announce to the 
press and observers and the North Koreans what we were going in to 
cut down the tree. Stillwell says this would be okay politiaally but 

I 
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might cause some military problems . 

Kissinge~ : I respect Stillwell ' s military judements but politics is not 
his forte. Can you imagine inviting the world press to a tree 
cutting . vl e would be a laughing stock. It would be theatrical. The tr 
is to do it and then get out. The press could be invited in to look 
at the stump . 

Holloway: The plan as we know it is not entierely adequate . They are 
getting it to us . 

' Clements : This business of sending in a squad is nonsense . It will jus t 
lead to a confrontation and may get a bunch of others killed . What fc 
A tree? One guy with explosives, some plastique, could do the job. 
He could go in on a bicycle . Why~ risk a ~unch of people for a tree? 
don 1 t 1 like it at all . It makes no sense . We should not expect unarmed 
Americans to go in there and get killed over a tree . 

Kissinger :The basic point is that we know we have the right to cut down 
the tree . They have ' killed two American and if we do nothing they wil 
do it aga,in . We have to do something . 

Holloway : The (iniefs are looking at the tree as a military action and 
looking to see if we have the force to back)<' it up . One option we are 
looki:pg at is to have the SR-71 penetrate North Korean air space 
for reconnaissance purposes and advertise this to the world . Nobody 
would get hurt if we did this . 

I 
Ki singer: 1</hy advertise~ 

Holloway: Advertising would tend to embarass them . 

Kissinger : Advertisigg would get us involv~d in a UN debate . 

Holloway· We can advertise or not advertise it . With eegard to the 
B-52 braining flights they~ will proceed from Guam to South Korea 
and approach to within 43 miles of the DMZ . They will drop radar bomb 
and return. One option would be to use live conventional ordnance 
and bt'ing them closer to the DMZ . We could also adjust the profile of 
B-52s so that North Korean radar can detect them. 

Hyland: ow ma~y aircraft? 

H6llowayr There would be two. to three aircraft per cell . They could have 
a livr load of bombs . 

Kissinget: There is not .much .point in having a l ive load unless it was 
alway~ part of the plan . 

Smith:No it wasn ' t . 

K1ss1nge : Then lets just do it . It is better to talk less and 
do mo e . 

Holl oway: Is that an execute order? 

Kissinger : Let me chec~ i t out with Kansas City . What else can we do? 

Holloway: This show of force in our air operations would not be too 
·impressive to the North Koreans . We could reinforce our gtound forces 
in Korea . The Marines on Okin~a could get there in five days , 
Or we~could keep them afloat. We could fly the marines from Okin~a 
in C-i30s but a couple of batallions of Marines might not make much 
difference . We could also send in a Rang~r batallion . That could be 
done rn f ive days , They can do unconventional warfare f tasks . 
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Clements; We all agree that taking out that tree is a must. But we shoul 
also qo these other things . We have to get that task force moving 
and do the B-52 s. But what I would like to do is to have a party 
land up that coast and blow the hell out of an industrial sight . 
I~ ~o1ld be done from a submarine. 

Holloway~It could be a 11 seal 11 operation. We would need to have 24 hours 
and two selected targets. They c uld go in on a rubber boat. There 
would be a high risk of success. 

- ' Kissinger: What does that mean - a high probability of success? 

Holloway: It could be dangerous as hell. If we pick a target which is 
significant in their view we would have a 50% chance of doing it 
without getting some people killed. The North Koreans are in a high 
state of alert . 

-Clements :i "}t What do you think, Henry? 
I 

Kissinger: I am a bit leary of getting Americans captured that far up 
the coast. We have to make it clear that we will not be pushed around 
and that we are not afbaid of the North Koreans, If we let this 
incident go then there will be other incidents. Ideally we should 
do something q\.lickly and then generate o.ur forces afterwords . 
I remember with the EC- 121 incident that by the time we had identifie• 
our targets, and had meetings and moved the carriers --- it was too 
late. ' 

Bush: If try to take that tree down probably that same group of 
North Koreans as before will come out • 

. Kissinger: If we shell the barracks maybe we don ' t need to take 
the trlee down. 

Habib: T~e barracks are outside of the .Joint Security Area . They have 
reactJon forces outside of the JSA . We are enly talking about two milE 

Clements:, I don't like the idea of shelling the barracks. It could 
start !something . What· do we do after we shell them, The North Koreans 
would .certainly a«±xXXNXRN~lJX react violently. I think we should 

might 
go up !the coast . 

Eolloway: llf we did that we m~Nll& have diffi<ru 1 ty getting the guys out. 

EXRIDJiUl.:tX: 
Kissinger: Why should that operation be with frogmen rather than airplanE 

Airplanes would be a lot safer . Also a coastal operation would ris~ 
an inf,initely more violent North Korean reaction. However the barrack~ 
are cl~early related to the incident. If we aren ' t willing to 
accep~ some risk then v1e should not do anything . 

Clements:k like the other operation better. It could be a harbor and 
we could blow up a couple of ships. They would be wondering what 
happened and who did it. 

KissingeJ :If we don't take down that tree tonight we will have to forget 
about the tree. 

I 
Bush~ T~er will react 

A~romow~tf: If· we send in 35 guys, wwuld tney mortar .? 

Habib: No, they l'tould either leave us alone or move in 100 people. 
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Kissinger: What do I tell the President? 

Holloway: That we are going in to cut do\'m the tree. That our forces 
will be in position and ready to act depending on what happens. 
And tqey will take it from there. 

Hyland:If necessary could we withdraw our forces and then plaster them. 

Clements: Why can•t we just send one guy in there. 

Kissinger: The purpose of doing something is to show that we are ready 
to take risks. The trick is to do something from which~ they will 
back off. 

I 
Hyland: ~hen we will get Stillwwll's plan and use all men possible. 

i 

Kissinger: It shouid be done quickly. 

Hyland:Stillwell will need fairly precise instructions about whatr happen 
if a fight starts . 

Habib ( ,xplains situation from a map) 

Holloway:There could be 200-300 people and a guy with a chain saw . 

Abramowitz: The North Koreans probably expect this and are making 
plans for it. 

Kissinger: One always assumes the unlimited willingness of opponents 
to take risks. The purpose of this exercise is to overawe them . 
We are 200million people and they are 16 million. 

Abramowitz: They could overawe us locally. 

Hyland : X~~XXX If a fight starts we should get our men out and 
then pl aster the ar.e a • 

Holloway: We have to cut down the tree before that happens . We can go in 
with a full batallion . 

Kissinger,: We can start the B-52s before. 

Hoillloway: Yes . 

Clements: We can cut the tree down and plan the B-52 exercise so that 
they see the B-52s coming. That will give them something to 
occuppy themselves with in Pyongang. We can cut the %// tree down 
while ;the B-52s are on their way and then keep the B-52s going for a 
few dfs. 

Kissinger: Ho"' many days 

Hollowa~: Five days 

Kissinger: And make a contingency plan for shelling the barracks. 
I 

Clements': And the Navy task force should move in that direction . 

Holloway: And we can move the F-llls . 
I 

Kissinger: Yes and start the task.force moving . 

Meet~ng ended 9:15am 
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U,S, PRESIDE~! GERALD FGI\D fVD SECRETPRY OF ST~TE HE~kY 
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IIORTH KOREANS OF' PRO\'OKHIG THE INCtDEIH. 

TJIE tiC'RTH KOREA/I SIDE lr/~!(TED TO CONVEIIE A MEETING OF s::.CUR !TY 
OFFIC~S lll PAMMU~!JOM BUT HS SOUTH KOREA;! COUNTERPI\RT REFUS:.il, 
ACCORDHIG TO TI!E REPORT. TI'E ~MERICANS ANI.l SOUTH KORE>KS \II'.!IH.D • 
I'IEET ItiG OF SENIOR I'IILIT~RY OFFICIALS, 

THE !!EXT AMERICP.I! I'IOVE, TilE REPORT CONTitll!ED, \lfS TO ISSr::: eN 
ORDER DECLA!HtlG COMBt.T READ IIIESS. IN RESPiH!SE, THE SUPREI"E :<ORlH 
I(CIREA!! COf'IM~NDER ORDERED AL'_ f'iEMBERS OF WORI!E'!S Gt.!AI\DS, PE>.S~.:H S 
~~m YOmfe RED GUARDS TO BE ~LSO COMBAT READY, 

THE AXl!IG INCIDENT OCCURRED aT !938 A.M. 

ME&~1'<1HILE, THE NOli·ALIGt1ED St!~MIT CONFERENCE HERE, C;UGKT 
IJP BY I. CROIIuED ~ST DAY SC}IED •.r E, WPS S~OW TO RE CT TO RC.PCRT 
li"q"l'l SEO~L OF' TWO aMERIC~NS BE:Jil!l n:ED TO DEPTH BY NORTH r.ORc..tllS, 
I'IOST DELEGATI OilS WE'!E EVE:l U:~:;r~RE OF THE SE•IS~TTON~l It\ClDO:~l, 
AMD FO'! THEM THE KOREA~ P'!OB~EM REhtlNED WH~T IT H S BEE~ DURING 
OEL !9ERAT IO~'S HERE--THE ~!EED TO P.EU~ IF'Y KOREA ~KD FOR MEii lCtl• 
TROOPS TO LEAVE SO IJTH Y.OREA. 

THE PROPAGA::o.a BATT E BETWEE!-1 TI!E TWO KOREAS HERE HOWEVER H•s 
13EEtl VERY SPIRITED IL'ITK I'E ::ORTH Y.CREAil iJELEGt.TlON TWICE 
DENOUNCJI!~ SOUTH ~ORtP II OFFICI~~ STPTE~ENTS FOR ITS MILIT•R 
BtliLD• UP. THIS B!JILO!JP, ACCOROl/1G TO >lO'!TH Y.CREA, It'C-UD?.S ~·.oR THaN 
J,l!~t'l !1UCLHR WE~PO)IS ANi> SCCRES CF 'UCLEAR BOMB-C RRYl:lG PL tl ~S 
liqO!JGHT TO S::JUTH Y.OP.EA BY TI'E U.S,, AND SUBSEQUENTLY SQU•LRON 
OF TilE ~ATEST f:tr.ERlCAtl FIGHTER BOMBER F•lll. 

NORTH ~OREPII VICE PREI'ilER '110 FOREIGN MltllSTER ll() ! M 
CIUR~£0 TII~T THE EXPLOSIVE POWER OF' UUC_ErR 1t/E~POt;S lt•TRODUCcD 
IPITO SO:JTH Y.CRU BY TilE u.s. IS 823 Tll':ES, MORE POWERFI!:. TM N 
THE ~TOM BOMB ~MEIIlC~~! DROPPED H! HIROS!llM~. 

!IC:T TC BE O~TOO:lE, SOUT~ !lORE,, THROUGH ITS TRtDE liEPRESt.rnn ION 
Ill CO_Oi'!BO, HAS BEEN ISSl'Tf:G PRESS RELEI.SES DEiWUIICl;<G r;ORTH 
K~RE~'S "IIAi!Ll •.E PREPARPTIO:IS," SUBVERSION ~flO TERRCiRISM SY 
I!"RTif Y.OREA:I AGEfiTS, 

6 SOUTH KORE~!I OOCUME11T RE' E~SED ~T TI!E PRESS CENTRE H!l!i.. 
tS E~TtT~ED -~c!!TH YDREt t 1 1DE!!riri~G THE TRUCE", THIS l GC~UO~D 
THE MTLITtRY T l'~ ~ELS BUt T gy •CRT~ KCREA ACROSS THE Ol~l~ITtRlZ~D 
1 HIE TO •tHREf.TE'I SOt!JM rCRH'S OEFE~ISE 'IIIE." 

V~SHIIIGTO P . ACCORDING TO REPORTS RE~CHI!l~ IIERE, H•S 'LRE"DY 
ISS'!ED TWO r.Ol'!f'IUtliQt!ES ON TilE ._ Xt::G liiCIDENT . TJ.IE IIOR!H YORt.ttl 
i>!:..t'lATlOii HERE IS SO EXPECTED TO ISSUE ~ STI>TEMENT ON lilt f'i~TTcR . 

19 41!0 I '339Z JPC/St..J• '• •' 
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WASHINGTON CAP) -- I~ A PRECAUTIONARY MOVE , THE UNITED STATES SFNT 
~DDITIONAL ~I? POWER TO SOUTH KOREA TPURSDAY AS U . S ~ GP0UND AND AI 0 

ORCES THERE ~,J.:ERE PLACED ON ALERT FOLLOWING THE SLAYING Or TvlO U. S. 
4R~Y OFFICERS PY NORTH KOREANS . 

FORD ACriNISTRATidN SOURCES SAID ABOUT 25 F4 FIGHTEP PLA~FS AM~ R~4 
E~O~'~AISSANC~ AIRCRAFT HAD PEE~ ~LOWN INTO SOUTP KOREA FP0~ OKI~AWA . 

~EANWHILE, THE SOURCES SAID , ABOUT 1 ~ SWihlC-WING Fill FIG~TFP 
~0~9FRS AT MOUNT~IN HOME , THE AIP FORCE BASE IN IDAHO, WEPE ALEPTE~ 

LR POSSI?LE ~OVEMENT TO SOUTH KOREA . 
OFFICIALS STRESSED THAT THE AIR REINFORCEMENT WAS A PPFCAUTIONAPY 

'OVE AND ~~~ NOT PRESSAGE ANY AMERICAN MILITARY ACTION AGAINST NOPTP 
OF~~ . 

HOWEVER , THE MOVEMENT OF ADDITIO~AL AIR UNITS TO RFINFOPC! THE ~4 
.S . F4 FICHTEP PLANES ALREADY IN SOUTH KOREA WAS TAKEN AS A WGRMI~G TO 
~OFTH KOPEA . 

U. S. ~IL ITARY OFFICIALS EELIEVF TPAT SCUTH KOREA'S 5E~ , ~00-MAN ~PMY 
~o~LD ~OLD ITS OWN AGAINST NORTH KOREA'S 4l?,VV~-MA~ AP~Y IF T~F 
OPTH KOREANS LAUNCHED AN ATTACK ACPOSS THE DEMILITAPIZED ZONE 

3E PARATING THE TWO KOREAS . 
A SINGLE U.S. ARMY DIV~SION , THE SECOND INFANTPY DIVISION , If I~ 

?OSITION NORTH Of SEOUL TO DEFEND THE CAPITAL . HOWFVFP, U.S . ~ILITAPY 
LEADERS LONG H~VE FELT THAT ~0F.TH KORF~ ' S AIP FOPCF. OF NEARLY 6~~ 
uSSIAN-~U ILT C0~8~T PLANES MIGHT OVERWHEL~ SCUTH KOREA'S 
.S .-SUPPLIED AIR SOUADPONf WHICH NUMBER ONLY ABOUT 2 1~ WAFPLANFS . 

TPEFEFOPE , OFFICIALS SAY, IT IS NECESSAPY TO PFFF~UP U. s . AIPPO~FP 
TO DETEP ANY NOPTH KOREAN THOUGHT OF AIR STP IKF~ H1TO TPF. SOUT~ . 

AT A PENTAGO~ ~RIFFING , SPOKESMAN TOO HULL!~ TOLD ~EWSrF.N ''I DON '~ 
LAVE ANY INFORMATION THAT ~OULD INDICATE THAT WE HAVF A~Y PLA~S AT 
'P IS TIME TO TAKE MILITARY RFTALIATORY ACTION' ' PFrAUSF ~F TPE ATTACW 
_ Y NORTH KOPEAN SOLDIERS ON THE U. S.-SOUTH KOPEAN PAPTY ON T~E D!V'Z . 

PULLIN REFUSED TO RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY 0~ S0~E ACTin~ LATFP , PUT 
TH IS IS THE KIND OF NONCO~MITAL POSITION GOVF.PN~ENT SPOKESMEN USU~LLY 
~AY.E SO AS TO KEEP ALL OPTIONS OPEN . 

~8 -1 9-76 15 :46EDT 
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7•£ ••-s•sil~ii~t: 

bl~ SHPlGTO~J Ct'P I) C:"t"C'IH'TAJ:?Y OF ~T~TF HF"-JPY K T~~T'J~li'P .,li'T 
THUR~O~Y WITH ~IS TOP -LFU~L li'~F~~li'~CY TO~K l:'QQCli' ~~~ T'-1~ P~~T~GO~ 
PL.f\C~D t' . S . TPOOPC: It\l '{0°~0 l)t\l ~PFr.IAL All:"PT PT Rl:'8!=>0t\lg~ TO TH~ 
" DELIBFRAT~ ~~Ro~o" or rwo ~~li'qJCAN or~rcli'oS gv N0RT4 vnor~~ G'~Ro~ . 

Tk~ ALFPT CQ~C~Lli'D llll L~aVli'S AND P~SS!S ~OP TUli' A2 , Pr0 ~~~PJC~~ 
SF11'1T ct: '1li'N P.J c.-ollTH l(0Rl='A , P"TT P.!r- T'-IF'1 T"J o ~T ~ Tl! oF o~A D r·r~:ss 

MIDWAY B~T~~~M p~oc~TI~~ o~n OLL-OUT VOPT!~F ST~TUS . 

~JO~TH KOPli'A~ PRF.SJ!)l:'~T 1(J'1 JL - Str'"'G t TN T 1 'Q~ . con~Pl:'D 1-{T.S F'OP~"'l!S 

"0~ A W~R POSTUP.F ," o~COPD!NG TO ~ NORTH KOPF~N P~DTO 9RO~Or~ST 
"10~HTOP~D H! '''6~4INGTON . 

~U~STIO~F'O ~~OVT ~ooru KQRli'liN STATE~F~TS TUl:' . U[T~HT£~1:'0 T1:'~C:I0MS 
INCR~liSli'D yu,;- OO~Gl:"P OF ~~R , A ~T~T~ n~oftqT~l!~T SPOK~S"1~~ PFPLT~~: 

"IT CFPTAI~LY Dor~ MOT n~cqro~li' TH~ DANG~o o~ MAo ." 
PF!'JT~GOM ~POKFS.,O"-J roo \.ftJLL I"l s~ ro : "Ot!q ,;-ooc~s T?~J vool:'~ ,,,,;-p,;- o"T 

ON A~ I NCQ~~svn Qll:'PT ~TftTUC: " BV A l:'QP~~L QP~l:'o l:'QQ"'f TPF JO!~T ~"'UTl:'l:'S 

Or ST.~F'F' ~c: "~ Pf?l:'CA"TIOM~nv "t1!AS!JPF ." 
!'-IE STOTF. n~p~~T~tt\JT 80 Jl) Kic.-~p.fGfP Po'l;'~T!)FD Qtfl:'P Tll10 !_1 PG1:'~JT 

~EETI~GS 0~ TH~ ~~S~!~rTON SPli'rJot ACTJO~ GPOUP -- ~ TftS~ l:"QPr~ 
CI\LLFD np TO 1-lo~~l_l:' l:'QR~JGr..J CPT~IS ~JT!If!TT0"1S -- O~l 1t!ED\l~S!)~Y ''HGHT 
1\~PJ THUPSI)~Y ~OPMPJG 91:'F'OR~ l:'LYPW TO ¥.~\1~oc: CITY '~'TT}J o PL~~lELCHll) 07 
~PEIGN 0~9~SS~!JOq~ . 

STQT~ !)~Pn?T~l:'~T SPOKl!C:~~~ F'P!Dlf'PJr~ ?PO~~ S~TD THE ALFPT STAT~c.
OF U. S . TROOPS I~ SOUT~ ~CPEA WAS PA!Sli'D T~O ~rrpe FPO~ M0°~~L 

Q~~DINESS TO OFFENSl:' CONDITIO~ 3 . 
THIS "'f~ANT ~ . S . "t1TLTTA 0 Y P~PSO~~Fl Wl:'Pl:' C~LLE" 9~"V TO T4~T0 U~!TS 
FRO~ Ll:'A\11! ' Sli'f::t'P.TTY l!PQll~JT) Tl{l:'JP qt-c.-~~ '·'~S T!G~Tl:'"-'1:'" ' o~co ~J l'l.! ~ !f'S~ ~} I"'t;' 

~TP.OLS A~D T~TFLL!Gl:'~CF GliTH,;-oy~p ~l:'Pl:" STt;'PP!D UP, OLL ~~~JP"t1~~T ~ftc 
C\.{tCKVl) TO .,AKli' S!!Pl:' IT \t.lf\S IN II.IQP.l<"Jt..Je_ OPJ)'f:"P. ON!) \ft:'J.fJCLF.'S I.•!FP~ G~SS~D 

UP RV4DY TO "'OV~ . 
"I DON ' T ua~'f:" ~~y I~DIC~TJON THAT ~v ~QVF ~NY PLG~S TO !~yv 

~ILT4PY ACTIO'J or T~IS TI..,t: ," HL!LLIN S~JD . Bl'T , HE corD , " !''1 "lOT 
RIJLPlG A"-1YT~P1G IN OR OIIT ." 
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F9!S 34 <SEE 33) ''''' 

q 'J L ~ E T I N 

,__L f) __ -~ LL 
....-y---' I 

~rqE 0~ PYON~Y~~G RADIO 0 ~ ~P A WAR POST~~E 

C"v 19 0 34 3 FOR YC UR I ~·FOR ~i.O T ION 

PYC~~GYA:~G DO~;ESTIC SERVICE H: KORE~~ AT 0823 GMT 19 't:G 

Tq~NSMITS A KPA S~PREME CO~MtND REPORT WHICH S~YS lH t T : 

"TUE U. S. IMPERIALIST ~GGRESSORS SE~T ~ N U~ TIMATU~ TO Ce~ 

STDE ON THE O ~E SIDE , AND ON TYE OTHER HAND ORDERED THE 

" . S. UN ITS H! SOUTH V:OR E~ 0 ~J N! EM ERG EN CY l LERT t> rm 

~ 'TERED l~TC P W~R POSTURE . THIS IS REGARDED t S ~ 

P~~riiSE TJJAT THE U. S. H1PER I~.L IST t.GGRESSCRS Ct.N COMri:IT 

~ ADVEMT~RE OF W~R . 

" F,, CED WJTJ.{ THIS RECY!..ESS WAR CLAMOR OF THE U. S. HlPERH L ISIS , 

TUE ~P f\ S'JPREI"'iE COMMAtWER HtS ORDERED ALL KPA UNITS , ; L L.. 

· p~RSO~UlEi.. OF THE WORY.ER - PEASt.tH ~iiL ITL~. MEN MW THE RED ~UtRD 

YO'.JTH UN ITS TO EtHER ItnO WI>.R ~OST URE. 

" WE WIL'_ NuT PROVOKE OTHERS FiqsT , Bl!T 1,tJE ~I LL NEVER 

r r.·_ ERATE THE E~!EMY ' S PROVOKING US. 

" TUE ~ . s . IMPERI~LISTS MUST TP~E A STRAIGHT LCOK ~r lHE 

qEAI_ !TY, AND ACT WITH DISCRETIOr~ . IF THEY PERSIST J., 

s? · qTT~~ A WPR 1~ DEFI~~CE OF CC~ STRICT Wl R~INGS , THEY WIL BE 

t3"''~'T) T':' RECEIVE At~ MWIHIL~TH'G BLOW." 

TEXT AS AVAILABLE. 

19 ~u-; ~911Z BR/TM''' '' 



F3IS 36 (5~8 FOR 33> 

D?RK : KPtt SUPREME COMMAND ORDERS W~R POSTURE 

('1'•'192'~19 PY(I~.lGYA~!G DOtw:ESTIC SERVICE IN KOREAN 0823 GMT 19 PUG 75 OW 

C K P~ SUPREME COMMAND REPORT> 

<TEXT> TPE YP~ SUPREME COMMAND REPORT : 

TH=: vpr, S 11P~EME COfW'lMP. ~WER lf~S ISSUED t<N ORDER TO .. LL 
l{p~ UNITS ~'~';) lll_t_ PERSC~!~1=:L CF THE WOR¥=:R-PEASt-NT MILITIA 
'"'? TU~ oc-jj G'!~.no v5QIH L1iHts Ofl1 PUTTING lHEtt'lSELVES IN 
'·1 ·~~ POST 'JR E. 

AS A' R E t~D Y R EPORT.ED , THE " · S. IMP ER lt;L IST t.GGRESSC•RS , 
~40 A~~ RU~~~~G ~AD~Y ~MUCK IN TRYIUG TO ST PRT ~ NEW W'R I~ 
~nq~A , COMMITTED A GRAVE PROVOC~TIVE ~CTION tT THE JOINT 
Si!:CUR TTY A~ Ell. ~T P~.~!MU~JOM ON 18 Al'G UST . 

C:10~E> 
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Deu ra. Banet&: 

I wae ... ..,. ........ ., tile ...... ef U. .... ef yea 
........ Flnt U....... lllfuk T. a.n.tt. UaltM ..... 
Anay. ••lla ........ Ia ltena. 

Ia tWa time.,~ .................. ., c ....... 
an ft&lly ••• ,..... I MileR ,.. c• ._ ,. .......... ~. 
tlaat .,._ ....... wae actlnly •nllll Ia a p111tlea el 
.......... at tM tlJM ttl We ............ cOIIWIIMd:l .. 
tlln~ te tM ca- of fr•• .. m tlala ..U• npn•llll• ..................... 
Mn. r_. ...... wi* .... Ia ....... ._ Mal'tlelt *f+ ,.,.., la 
tldeMuelpWI. 

Mn.Maft .B......et 
J77J-C: Olbaer Slnet 
c.a_.... s., dt c:anu- Z9J07 

GllF:BS&fe&:l/19/76 
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Deaa- r. d a. B..tla•a 

I •• ... ly d to leara el tile tleatla of 
,_.. .... Captala A t G. fa•• U ted 

t a Al"llly. 

F d jelu ae Ia • ou la•rttelt 
IYIDJp.atlay Ia tlab hoar 1rlef. 

r. d MJoe. A. Beellaa 
142 Jacuo re 
o•mu. Mebneka 6 04 
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Wn. ,._. ... I wan-·~ ••••• .. te lean el tile 
.. _. el ~ -· I'I.Jt.e L......_. Mawk T. Banett. 
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..... ..._ caaa.e ...,... eelaceJ ....... .,. I .. Un. 
,_ caa .. J ... IJ ...... aa I am. of~ -·· MI'Ylce 
tellle e1 IRI•t• Ria~-~ ...... lcatl• .......... 
c......._. tinct- te _, .. , .... 1M fn .. 1aa tW ear 
em,., • .,., ................. ....... 

A ......... aatl• jelu wlda la aarll .. DU ••IUalt 
.,.,...., la tiiU ..... ., ............. 

Mn. a. ... Baft'ett 
6661 lmaa• Aw
lackl•wllle• n.wa JUl 
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fllf tt.e deada ... ,. .. 
11 orea .. 

at. 0 ....... 

me la ......... oar lleuot
our al'lef. 

Slacerely. 

•· Artlav G. !&a 
4045·8 Cluk rt Terrace 

&h. YwkiZ550 
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