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Wally Phillips Steve Edwards

Wally Phillips of WGN is perhaps the
most listened to personality in any ma-
jor market in the United States. He has
an estimated one and a half million lis-
teners to his daily 270 minute radio
show. Wally has built this audience with
wit, charm, genuine warmth and a vital
interest in the world in which we live.
Always interested in helping people, he
says, “I’ve been able to get in the mid-
dle of people and put the have with the
have-nots.”

Steve Edwards is a New Yorker - a
native who moved away in 1967 -- to
pursue his radio and television career in
Houston. Successfully.

After working as a guest host on
Kennedy and Company (WLS-TV) last
summer, he was a natural selection to
replace Bob Kennedy after he died last
fall. Edwards’ show, now called AM
Chicago, took its present talk format
January 6 and 15 days later The Post
Tribune (Gary) wrote that he has “one
of the best local talk shows in a major
city.”

BYLAW CHANGE — continued

take place at the May meeting of the
club. The Nominating Committee may
select the nominee for President from
any of the three Vice Presidents, and
there shall be no policy of discrimina-
tion in the selection of nominees for of-
fice on the basis of employment. Nomi-
nations also may be made from the
floor at the time of election.

The present rule, article III in the by-
laws states:

The officers of the chapter shall be
President, three active Vice Presidents, a
Secretary and Treasurer, and they shall
perform the functions customarily asso-
ciated with such titles. They shall be
elected during the first meeting in May
of each year, and shall take office in
June; and each shall serve for one year
or until a successor may be elected and
qualified. During the early part of April
each year, the President shall appoint a
committee of three to nominate officers
and directors to be voted on by the
membership in May. The Nominating
Committee may select the nominee for
President from any of the three Vice
Presidents. Nominations may also be
made from the floor at the time of elec-
tion.

THE ROLE OF THE TALK SHOW — IS IT NEWS? — continued
by Wally Phillips

Every radio station hangs up the bannei with the slogans, “News As It Happens”
and “At Your Service.” At WGN, we make those slogans work on the air -- every
day. That’s because we know Chicagoans go to their radio to find out “what’s hap-
pening?”’ They want to be entertained, but they have a real need to know what’s
going on in their world. . . and a lot of them also need a way to tell the rest of us
what’s going on, That’s where the talk show comes in -- and that’s why I say you
can’t separate Talk from News.

When the 95th floor of the John Hancock Center was in flames one morning, we
did a free-style “newscast” that stretched for an hour and ten minutes using tele-
phone calls into the building, taking calls from residents there, sending our helicop-
ter to hover outside the windows, and airing “straight’” hard news reports.

And, every day, we take questions from our audience -- about the sirens they
heard last night, or this morning’s expressway pile-up, or the city’s political scandals
-- and we answer those questions. We answer conversationally, but factually, even if
the question makes us do a lot of homework.

It’s our feeling that the audience is really thirsty for that information -- no mat-
ter what the topic -~ and WE OWE it to them because they really have no other
place to turn.

Listeners have come to rely on us.

Sharing lnf?mation

And we rely on them. To call us from anywhere, any time, if they have informa-
tion the rest of the audience needs to know. It’s a sharing -- a trading -- of informa-
tion. And, yes, it IS news. There is no other medium that could handle the volume
of calls with our kind of speed and mobility -- ONLY radio and ONLY TALK radio.

And only Talk Radio can put a scientiét, an economist, a senator, or an astro-
naut on the air, and make him sound human.

One time, back in 1973, a man called our newsroom and told Frank Beaman his
phone call to Los Angeles was interrupted by an earthquake out there. Frank
dashed upstairs and, in one minute, producer Marilyn Miller had a Los Angeles
newsman on the air with confirmation. That newsman played us his tape from the
West Coast while we were calling other authorities on other telephone lines -- then
we put them on the air, “live.” It turned out to be a seven-minute all-ad-lib radio
newscast. And, at the end of it, Frank walked into the wire room as five bells
sounded, and the first bulletin about the earthquake ran on the news wires.

Things like that happen all the time here, whether its tracking a balloon in flight
across Lake Michigan, or interviewing the governor -- it’s the very latest. It’s talk -
but it’s news! ‘

by Steve Edwards

It might be necessary to respond to the question by asking two others. What is
news? What is a talk show? ‘

The spectrum of talk shows in broadcasting is almost as far ranging as definitions
of what really is news. That spectrum might include Meet The Press, Johnny Car-
son, and Call-In Radio.

At AM CHICAGO we are dealing with communications and information in an
informal manner. Of course when all elements are right, a newsmaker might make
that newsmaking statement, the obvious and happy situation where a talk show is
news. But more often our efforts are directed to adding dimension to those in the
news by fleshing out the people and events involved.

Usually guests on talk shows are there because the’ve already made news.

Inside New{smaker

A show like AM CHICAGO, when it is working, lets the viewer get inside the
head of a newsmaker, and beyond the press release. A talk show can also mix and
match various personalities and participants|in the passing news scene.

But beyond these elements and perhaps more importantly, AM CHICAGO can
deal with areas of life that constantly and directly affect people, but do not neces-
sarily fit into strict “news” categories.

Information dealing with the basic problems of coping, like raising kids, paying
bills, and making marriage work. These are things people need to know. Are they
news? Maybe not always on the 6 o’clock newscast but certainly in the general
universal sense.

In answer to the question stated, the role of the talk show, Is It News? can best
be answered that a role of a talk show is|news - along with the parallel roles of
entertaining, informing, and holding an audiane.
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PUBLICATION OF THE CHICAGO CHAPTER, SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS

Editor: Dan Friedlander, 9590 Berwyn Ave., Rosemont IL 60018 February, 1975

PRESS ACCOUNTABILITY DISCUSSION AT FEBRUARY 17 HEADLINE CLUB MEETING

Time: 5:30 p.m. bar opens Subject:  Press Accountability — Swedish Style
6:30 p.m. dinner Program: Three-way discussion with Ralph Otwell, managing editor, Chicago
Date: Monday, February 17 Sun-Times, and member of the National News Council; Sig Mickelson,

chairman, Editorial Department, Medill School of Journalism, and ad-
St. Clair Hotel visor to the National News Council; and Lennart Groll, the Swedish
162 East Ohio Street Press-ombudsman.

Reservations: Return the enclosed card or call Marilyn Kennedy at 321-7862 (Don’t forget to mark the date on your calendar.

Place: Chicago Press Club

Lennert Groll, 50, is the press ombudsman for the general public in Sweden. He has earned degrees
in law and in political science. He has been a member of nuimerous government committees and served
in the courts as a public prosecutor, deputy judge and head of the department for the state rent tribu-
nal. In 1955, he was appointed a member of the commission on policemen’s obligation to silence and
in 1966 placed on the commission on publicity and secrecy in connection with psychological investi-
gations. His published works concern law and the social sciences.

Ralph Otwell, 50, is managing editor of the Chicago Sun-Times and a charter member of the two
year old National News Council created by the news media to receive and act upon complaints against
members of their profession.

Otwell is the immediate past president of the Society of Professional Journalists, Sigma Delta Chi,
and a former president of the Chicago Headline Club.

His rapid rise in journalism could have been predicted when he graduated from the Medill School of
Journalism in 1951 with the highest grade in his class. He joined the Sun-Times in 1953 and four years
later was assistant city editor, became news editor in 1960, assistant managing editor for weekend edi-
tions in 1963 and assistant to the editor in 1965 before assuming his present position seven years ago.

Sig Mickelson was the first president of CBS News and its chief executive for news and public af-
fairs for a decade beginning in 1951. Programs broadcast under his supervision included See It Now,
é&i{) Power, Twentieth Century and CBS Reports. He was network coordinator for the Kennedy-Nixon

ebates.

He is professor of journalism and chairman of the Department of Editorial Journalism in the Medill
School of Journalism at Northwestern University. Mickelson left CBS to direct and develop the inter-
national broadcast operations of Time, Inc. He is a member of the DuPont Awards Jury and a director
of the Institute of Current World Affairs.

Sig Mickelson

RITZ FISCHER WAS A GENTLE MAN
Bob Herguth wrote this first person tribute about his former boss and friend.

Chicago’s Maurice (Ritz) Fischer was a gentleman and a gentle man.

He died December 23 at the age of 71 because his heart gave out. That’s ironic, ¥
because he was all heart all his life. v

In 1961, for instance, the Chicago Newspaper Guild called him “the editor with
heart ~ with compassion for the underdog.” It presented him an award for his out-
standing contribution to Chicago journalism. To the boss, from his people. :

Ritz was Chicago-born, the youngest of three Fischer brothers who made it big
in Chicago journalism. Brother Jo is a noted cartoonist. Late brother Leo was sports
editor of Chicago’s American.

Ritz began his newspaper career in his early teens as a copy boy at the Chicago
Herald. After graduation from the U. of Illinois and boot camp at City News Bur-
eau, he joined the Chicago Daily News in 1927. He spent the next 41 years there,
succeeding Clem Lane as city editor (a hard act to follow), and retiring as assistant
to the editor.

He was tough when he had to be. What editor never dealt with those who won’t &
talk, or talk with forked tongue or talk too much. He fought hard against the city’s {4
ills: slums; discrimination; cruelty to the old, the children, the mentally ill; dishon- @&
esty.

But his underlying kindness would surface when it was time for mercy.

And he volunteered for things. For instance, he was editor of the Headline Club
News at his death.

Our condolences to his wife, Elvera, the pretty airline stewardess whom he met
when on assignment 33 years ago.









