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', I AM PLEASED TJ BE WI TH YOU. AS YOU MAY KNOW 

I 'GREW UP IN ATLAN1A, GEORGIA AND OTHER PARTS 

OF THE SOUTH. I KNE\fv WHAT IT WAS TO BE POOR AND TO 

BE BLACK LONG BEFORE BLACK BECAME BEAUTIFUL. MY ,,-r~-
~- fyt...) 

Q r, 

YEARS GO BACK TO THE DAY WHEN BLACKS COULDN'T i , 
',))e 

ALWAYS EXERCISE THEIR RIGHTS AS AMERICANS TO VOTE. .,..;-/ 
J..,. - ..... 

I WORKED FOR THE NAACP FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS TO HELP 

SECURE THOSE RIGHTS. AND TODAY, ALTHOUGH SOME OF 

OUR CIVIL RIGHTS LEADERS AND I DIFFER -- POLITICALLY --

1 KNOW THAT THEY AND I ARE WORKlt\G FOR THE SAME THINGS, 

AND THAT IS FOR A BETTER WAY OF LIFE FOR OUR PEOPLE. 

GR)V\IING UP IN GEORGIA I HAD A FRONT ROW SEAT WHICH 

GAVE ME A GOOD VIEW AND A GOOD UNDERSTANDING OF POVERTY 

AND HOW IT AFFECTED BLACK PEOPLE. 

WE ARE FORTUNATE IN TP.1 S COUNTRY TO ENJOY FREEDOMS 

WHICH HAVE MOTIVATED AND HAVE MADE ROOM AT THE TOP FOR 

GREAT BLACK LEADERS SUCH AS THE LATE DR. MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, THE LATE WHITNtY YOUNG, AND OUR DISTINGUISHED 



- 2 - ,. 

NAACP EXECUTIVE DI RECTOR ROY WILKINS, 

VERNON JORDAN, A!~D OTHERS. 

ALL OF THESE MEN HAD SEVERAL THINGS IN COMMON, AND 

THAT WAS A~~D IS TO MAKE A BETTIR WAY OF LIFE FOR BLACl<S, 

OTHER MINORITIES, AND POOR PEOPlI. 

THEIR GOALS ARE THE SAME GOALS I HAVE WORKED FOR 

DUR ING MY ADULT LIFE AND THEIR GOALS ARE ONES I STILL 

HOLD DE/~R IN i\flY DAILY FUNCTIONS AT TH: WHITE HOUSE. 

I l(l~OW THAT THE /\ DM Ir-~ t STRATI ON I REP RESEf~T 1-v; S 

BEE[~ ACCUSED OF 11 HACKING /YvVAY AT SOCIAL SPE~JDING WITH 

RUTHLESS INTENS ITY 11 THAf IS PURPORTEDLY 11 DESIGNED TO 

DESTROY THE SOCI AL REFORMS OF THE !960s." NOW I MUST 

TAKE ISSUE WITH THESE STP..T[Mn~TS WHICH ARE fvtl\DE WITHOUT 

ANY REAL RESEARCH AND WITHOUT FOU~·JDATION. THE TRUTH IS THAT 

SPENDlf,JG FOR SOCIAL ITEMS HAS INCREASED FROM 15 to 30 

BI LLIO[~ s lNCE THE PRES I DEr,n TOOK OFF ICE. 
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~:rCIAL SPENDING HAS BEEN INCREASED, NOT CUT. LISTEN 

TO THE FACTS, NOT THE RHETORIC. THE OVERALL CIVIL RIGHTS 

BUDGET WAS INCREASED FROM THE $900 Ml LLION BEING SPENT 

WHEN THC: PRESIDENT CAME INTO OFFICE TO $3.2 BILUON FOR 

THE NEXT FISCAL YEAR. IN THE AREA OF ENFORCEMENT OF 

CIVIL RIGHTS LAWS WE WILL BE SPENDING MORE THAN SEVEN 

TIMES WHAT THE PREVIOUS ADfV'dNISTRATIOr·~ SPEi~T. WH[LE 

THE PRES I DENT HAS PROPOSED CUTS IN AREAS AFFECTED BY 

FEDEE/\L HE H/\5 /\T TH: S/-\_ME TIME ACTUALLY INCR EA SED 

THE FLJ~,J D [i\JG FOR M/,i'JY !\NT !-POVtRlY PROGR/\ MS . ~ --FO~O 
0 (, 

...J 

WHILE MANY OF OUR WOULD BE BLACK LEM ERS ARE 

SAYING THAT THEY MOURN THE PASS ING OF PRffi RAMS ' 

THAT DELIVERED NOTHING BUT BROKEN PROMISES TO THE INNER-

CITY, I CANNOT. INSTEAD, I MOURN THE PROMISES THAT 

WERE BROKEN. BUT THEY ARE DEAD AND GONE. NOW IT'S 

TIME TO SHUCK OUT SHROUDS AND GET ON WITH OUR PEOPLE'S 

BUS INESS------MOVE ON WITH PROGRAMS THAT ARE VITALLY 
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ALIVE; PROGRAMS THAT WORK; PROGRAMS THAT WILL HELP 

POOR PEOPLE HELP THEMSELVES. 

I KNOW THAT ALL BLACK LEADERS MUST BE FED UP WITH 

THE POVERTY "PROFESS I ONA LS" WHO HELP THEMSELVES TO 

THE ANTI-POVERTY PLATTER BEFORE IT IS PASSED ON TO THE 

PEOPLE FOR WHOM IT WAS INTENDED. OEO AND SOME OF THE 

ANTI-POVERTY PROGRAMS HAVE BEEN A CRUEL MOCKERY TO 

THE MILLIONS OF DESTITUTE PEOPLE OF THIS NATION. 

LET ME ADDRESS /\NOTHER VERY F/\LSE PREM!:TTHAT IS 

FLOAT ING AR OU~JD WITHIN THE BLACI< AN D THAT 

IS THAT THE WAR ON POVERT/ :~AS BEEN LOST. THE TRUTH IS 

THAT MOST FED ERALLY FUNDED ANTI-POVERTY PROGRAMS H/\VE 

ACTUALLY RE CEIVED /-\N l r~CREASE IN FUNDING INSTEAD OF 

BEH~G CUT. VER Y FEW HAVE BEEN RETA[NED AT THEIR PRESENT 

LEVEL OF FUND!~JG. ONLY THE COMMU~JITY /\CTION AGEi~ CIES 

ARE BEING CUT. 



\\ 
WHAT ANYONE HAS TRIED TO MISLEAD YOU ll~TO BELIE V[NG, 

THE CAAs ARE THE ONLY PROGRAM THAT HAS BEEN CUT. WHY THE CAAs 

WHEN ONLY 15-20% CF YOUR TOfAL FUND5 ARE REACHING THOSE 

INTENDED TO BE HELPED THEN IT'S TIME FOR A Oi ANGE, IT'S 

TIME FOR SURGERY. WHEN YOUR TOP HEAVY OVERHEAD REACHES 

THIS LEVEL OF WASTE, IT'S TIME THAT SOMETHING IS DONE. 

THE PEOPLE BElf~G RIPPED OFF ARE THE POOR PEOPLE. NOW I 

KNOYJ THAT THERE \/\JERE SOME SUCCESS STORIES, AND THESE WI LL 

HAVE/\ CHAf~CE TO SURVIVE Ui~D[R REVENUE SH/\i~!f~G OR PRIVA1E 

FU i~DS. 

THE COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCIES WERE A GRAND 

EXPERIMENT, NOBLY BEGUN, BUT THEY BOMBED OUT. BY THE 

TIME THE 80 PERCENT OF THE $2 BILLION TAX DOLLARS SPENT 

FOR CAPs WERE SIPHONED OFF, "OPPORTUNITY" DIDN'T HAVE 
., 

ENOUGH STRENGTH LEFT TO KNOCK ON THE DOOR. 
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THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF WHAT IS HAPPENING 

ON THE POVERTY WAR FRONT SEEMS TO BE FORGOTTEN OR 

BURIED IN THE RHETORIC. FOR EXAMPLE, YOU NEVER HEAR 

IT BEING SAID THAT EVEN WITH THE CUTTING OF THE 

COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCIES THE PRESIDENT'S BUDGET 

CALLS FOR INCREASED SPEf~D ING OF $50 MILLION DOLLARS 

I N OEO RE LA TED PROGRAMS. 

If~ REGARDS TO OEO, ALL PROGl<fa.~,i"\S ARE 8El1~G TIU\NSFERRED 

TO EXISTING r-EDERALAGENClES. OEO HAD A TOTAL BUDGET OF 

$750 MILLIOr~. THE IN SOCIAL WAS $30 BILLIO~J. 

IN ESSENCE WHAT I AM SAYIN3 IS THAT WE AS A PEOPLE 
' 

NEED TO PUT MORE SUBSTANCE INTO THE WORC· 131/-\ CI<. UNLESS 

WE PUT SUBST/~N CE INTO THE \NORD 3l/\CI< BU\Cl( WI LL /\LVV/.\YS 
I 

BE 1\SSOCIATED WITH THAT WHICH IS NOT BEAUTIFUL, NO MATTER 
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.. 

HOW OFTEN WE SAY TH I NGS TO THE CONTRARY. 

IT'S TIME WE SET O'JR SIGHTS ON SOMETHING THAT 

HAS SUBSTANCE Lll<E CAPITALISM. AND LET ME SAY HERE 

THAT THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS BLACI< CAPITALISM. 

CAP ITAL! SM HAS NO COLOR. IT RESPECTS NO COLOR. 

BLACl<S WHO HAVE STi\RTED TO SUCCESSFULLY PART I Cl PATE 

IN Q.U R CAP I TALI ST IC SOCIETY ARE STILL BLACI<, BUT THE 

/\RE ur,JDERSTOOD ALL OVER THE WORLD. 

1 'M REM I ~JDED OF/, Bu\Cl< /\MER IC/\[~ THAT !-!AS BEFN 

SUCCESSFU L IN A~J AREA WHERE BLACl<S HAD NOT HERETOFORE 

DARED, AND THAT IS IN M1\GI\ZINE PUBLISHING AND IN THE 

NAT ION \!V I DE D I S TR I BUT I O 1~ 0 F PU B LI Cl\ TI ON S. YOU PRO BA BLY 

ALREADY l<r~OW THE DiSTINGUISHED GENTLEMAf~ TO VVHOM I 

REFER: JOHN H. JOHNSO!'!, PUBLISHER OF JET, EBO[~Y AND 
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MR. JOHNSON TOLD THE UNITED MORTGAGE BANKERS 

IN AN ADDRESS IN NEW YORK CITY THAT "BLACKS MUST ABANDON 

THE POLITICS OF POVERTY, AND THE PHILOSOPHY OF DESPAIR.'' 

THE PUBLISHER WENT OrJ TO SAY, ''OUR GREATEST F[GHT 

TODAY IS FOR GREATER PARTICIPATION IN THE ECONOMIC 

ABU NDAN CE OF THE \AJEALTHIEST NATION IN THE WORLD ..... 

THE ECOf~Ofv'IIC LIFE OF THIS NATIO[~ IS NO LONGER A SPECTATOR 

S PO°F~T FOR BLACI< AMER I Cl\~JS. 11 

MR . JOHi,JSOi~ !-\LSO H,t\D P, FEW CH;~LLENG !NG hlOR DS FOR 

THOSE AFFECTED BY THE CHANG I NG PRIOR I Tl ES GROUGHT ON 

BY THE PRES IDHJT'S NEW BUDGET. HE S1\ ID, 11 /\LL OF YOU KNOW 

THAT SUCCESS IS NOT GU!-,RANTEED IN AN,' BUS INES S. WHEN 

YOU TAl<E A !~ISi<, YOU MAKE A RISI< - EVE[~ UNDER 

THE PROTECT!Or-l OF THE FE DEfV\LGOVER~lME!~T. 

YOU KNOW JUST HOW DIFFICULT IT IS FOR PEOPLE TO 

ACCEPT CH/d'~GE. \NITHIN THE Bu-\CI·' COMMUr,!ITY, RUMORS, 

CLI MATE FOR ANY 



~\\ 
FOR EXAMPLE, A PROMINENT B LACI< LEADER AS KEO TH IS 

QUESTION RECENTLY: ''HOW DO WE EXPll\iN FEDERAL WITHDRAWAL 

TO POOR BU\ CI< FAMILIES IN BEDFORD-STUYVESANT?" 

FOR ME IT IS MUCH MORE DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN TO THE 

SAME FAMILY WHY THE URBAN RENEWAL PROGRAM HAS EVICTED 

ONE MILLION POOR FAMILIES FROM THEIR HOMES. IT'S EVEN 

MO RE DIFFICULT TO EXPLP, IN TO THAT S/\ME FAM ILY WHY ONE-

HALF OF THOSE ONE Ml LLION EVICTED WE RE BLP,C KS AND PUER TO ,, 

RI HOW DO ! EXP LJ\ !N TO POOR BLACl<S THA.T UNDER THE 

OLD FEDER/\L P~~OGf< /\1\'1S, FO[~ EVERY HO!V,E BU l LT, THl<EE WE!,ll:Fo 
~- "Yo 

(., 
DESTROYED? < er ::r 

··" .l', i v:-"' .... ' 
V 'f / HOW DCl I EXPL/\ Ii~ THAT UNDER THE OLD FEDERA L PROGR/-\M .,.. 

THAT WE;\LTHY REP1L EST!\TE OWNERS AND LAf~D SPECULATORS 

RIP PED OFF MC[~EY VVH I CH W/~ S MEl\[~T TO ASSI ST THE POOR ? 

HOW, CA[~ WE EXPLAI[~ TO POOR BU,Ci( FAM ILIES 

THAT THE RAT l [~FESTED TRJ\PS THEY fi/1OVED INTO U~~DER CEr<T1\ IN 

A PR I CE FAR BEYOi~D THE SELLERS PUF~ Cr:ASE PR I CE Ai~ D THCY 
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HAVE JUST BEEN RIPPED OFF AGAIN. 

SO IT'S VERY EASY FOR ME TO EXPLAIN TO THAT POOR 

FAMILY IN BEDFORD-STUYVESA1~T THAT THE ANSWER TO THEIR 

·PLIGHT IS NOT IN RIP-OFF PROGRAMS THAT HAVE FAILED TO 

WORK. OBVIOUSLY WE NEED BETTER SOLUTIONS. 

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS NOT WITHDRAWll~G FROM ITS 

OBLIGATION TO ASS 1ST THE POOR Ir~ THE fa,REA OF HOU5 ING. THE 

PRESIDE[~T IS A BILLION DOLL!,RS MORE THIS YEAR IN THE 

AREA OF HOUS I t;,:G /\ND CO MMU~~ IT'Y DEVELOPMEi·JT THP,N LAST. 

OUT TO OUF~ PEOPLE. 

AGA I[~ Ii~ THE WOf1DS OF MR. JOHN H. JOHNSON, 11 B LACl(S 

MUST ABA[~DON POLITICS OF POVERTY, AND THE PHI LOS OP HY OF 
;§iFo~~ 

DESPAIR." (~ ., )l 
I THINK THAT THE TIME H/\S COME FOR BLACK AMERICANS ·~::·"· 

TO REALIZE THAT IT IS NOT OU R DESTINY TO INHEf<ITTHE\tV,t,STE-

L,~NDS OF /\fv"d:: R \ CA Of< TO f< ! Df~ f-OR[\/Ef~ THE T/\ ILE[\;[) OF FROGR[S S . 
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AND PROS PER ITY. THE ECONOMIC LI FE OF TH IS NATI ON MUST NOT 

CONTINUE TO BE A SPECTATOR SPORT FOR BLACI< AMERICANS. 

IN 1968 MA~j'{ BLACK LEADERS THOUGHT IT LUO ICROUS WHEN 

A CONTENDER FOR THE OFF I CE OF THE PRES I DEN CY PROM I SEO 

TO HELP PUT BLACK AMrRICANS INTO THE ECONOMIC MAINSTREAM 

OF THIS NATION. THOS E SAME BL/\C I< LEADERS HAVE FAI LE D TO 

RECO GN IZE THE IMPA CT MADE BY THE IMP !IMENTATI ON OF THAT 

PRON'IISE. IN 1969 BLA CI< BUSINESSE S WERE AIDED TO THE TUf~E 

OF $200 Ml LLIO~J DOLLARS. IN THE COf'/liNG FISCAL YfAR THAT 

A ID TO M li~OR !TY BUS I i'JES S E,~TER PR I SES WI LL J U,V1P 10 

1.2 BILLI ON DOLIJ\RS . 

DOES Tl1 .£\T SOUND LI l<E A WITHDRAVVAL FROM A FEDERAL 

OBLIGATION TO /\ ID THE POOR ? 

IT IS NOT MY l~JTHJTIO~J TO PUT DOW~l THE OLD PROGR/i.~1S 

BORN DUR! f~G THE 60s . BUT WE CANN OT CONT INUE TO LIVE 

l ~J THE 60s /\.f'JD TU[\[·~ OUR Gf\C:(S ON THE PROBLEMS OF THE 70s. 
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BORN UNDER FE.~R A~ !D HASTE. SURELY THEY WERE MISTAKES 

OF THE HEAD AND NOT THE HEART. BUT I THINK THAT MUCH OF 

THE RHETORIC WE HEAR TODAY ABOUT THE SHIFTS BEING MADE 

IN THE NEW BUDGET ARE MISTAKES OF THE HEAD /-\f\10 r~OT THE 

HEART. THE FACTS SIMPLY DO NOT SUPPORT THE ACCUSATIONS 

BE I r~G MA DE. 

MANY OF THE BU\CI< S POl<ES MEr~ GO li~G /\ROUND THE COUNTRY 
,, 

TODAY H/-\VE S lfViPLY FORGOTTE[~ TH!\T THE POOR BLA CI< LIVl~~G l~J 

A HARLEf\A1 TEf~EMEl~T OF: A RLH</-\L SI-LL\CI< Ii~ GEORG l /1 Hi\ S NOT BEEN 
I ... I! , I r . ,. .,-. , , '••! I 

L.;.::.. . ..:, j-~·-+ 
HELPED 1 BY THE PROGR/\iv1 S OF THE 60s . Mf\['JY OF THE PROGf~/j,MS 

FATTENED THE POVERTY PROGl~Arv1 ST;\FF MEMBERS Ar~D KEPT 

LE/\N AN D POOR THE PEOPLE WHO ST!Lli~EED OUR HELP. IT CO ME S 

AS LITTLE SU!~Pf~ISE TO ME THAT THE PEOPLE MAK ING THE MO ST 

NOISE /\BOUT'THE CHPJ ~GES BElhlG MADE IN i\DMn~ISTER!NG 

PRO GRAMS DES I GNED TO HELP THE POOR ARE THE SAME PEOPLE 
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1 N THE GHETTOS AND Ii~ THE BAR RIOS THERE HAS BEEN _A 

NOT/\BLE SILENCE. THE ~\EASON THIS , AC CORDl[\~ G TO 

Ar~ EDITOR IJ\L APPEAR !NG IN THE DE~JVER POST AN D B/\SED UPON 

RESEARCH COf'-JDUCTED BY P., M/\C/\ZT\JE: M/.f\.JY OF THE POOR 

THE POOR WHO DID RECEIVE SERVICES P,RE DISEl~CHANTED 

Vl' ITH THE QUt"'LITY /-\1~D TYPE OF SERVICE. fr~.ANY OF THE POOR 

FEEL THAT THESE OLD FEDE RP, L P ROGR/-\f\i\S A RE JUST PAC IF I CAT I or~ 

PROGRAfv~S . 



OEO WAS FOU[,JDED ALMOST 10 YEARS AGO WITH A PROMISE 

TO ERADICATE POVERTY IN AMERICA BY 1974. ONE HAS TO ONLY 

LOOK AROUND TO SEE THAT THE DEADLINE COULD NOT POSS I BLY 

BE MET BY 197 4. 

THE POVERTY PROGRAM IS NOT BEI N:; DESTROYED, IT IS 

BEING MOVED WHERE lT CAN BE MORE EFFECTIVE. SOC 1/-t 

REFGRM IS ~JOT STCP P !NG, IT IS MOV lr~G MORE R/\P !D LY 

TH/\ f~ EVER BEFOf~E. 

I'M REMINDED OF SOME OF THE PRESS REPORTS FLOATING 

AROUND WASHINGTON WHICH SUPPORT THE PRESIDENT'S 

BUDGET CUTS. SOME OF THE STORIES SAY "HE'S DOING 

WHAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN DONE BUT HE'S MOVING TOO FAST. 

PERHAPS THE MOST UN I QUE STORY CAME FROM BLACK COLUMN I ST 

BILL RASPBERRY OF THE WASHINGTON POST. HE CONCEDES 

THAT ANTI-POVERTY PROGRAMS HAVEN'T WORKED, BUT THEY 

SHOULD BE PRESERVED FOR THE IR 11 SYM BOLIC VALUE. 1/J'<-· 0 <,, 
·~ ,a: t 

'r,f 
I ' / 

I '· / - - ' 
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PERHAPS THEY SHOULD BE PAID, ACCORDING TO ONE 

REPORTER, WITH SYMBOL! C MONEY . . 

-- - -

A VERY INTERESTING THING HAS HAPPEf~ED IN AfVERICA 

- WHILE SOME OF OUR LEADERS HAVE BEEN FOCUS HJG BACK ON 

THE 60s. HUf./\AN F~ESOURCES HAVE REPLACED THE DEFENSE 

BUDGET AS THE HIGHEST EXPEf~SE ITEM OF THE BUDGET. 

SOMEHOW THE WORD H/.J,S ~JOT GOTTEN OUT TO OUR PEOPLE. 

LET ME CONCLUDE BY SP.YI NG TH/\T IT IS A VVELL-l<NO\J\IN 

FACT Tli.1~\T BU\ Cl< PEOPLE HJ\ VE SUFFERED FROM POVERTY EVER 

SIN CE WE Fl R ST STEP PED Ff~Ofvl THE BO/\T IN 1619. VVE HI\ VE 

A H~EMEf~DOU S IN VESTMENT ! NTH IS ,~!\TI 0[\J. IT SHOULD BE 

OUR RESOLVE TO PART! CI PArE FULLY IN ALL /\S PECTS OF THE 

AfvtERICAN WAY OF Lift. LET'S TR/\NSU\TE OUR RHETORIC 

INTO POSITIVE PROGRJ\MS AND LET'S CHANGE WITH THE TIMES, 

AND r~OT /\CCEPT Tl lE 11 P HI LO SOP HY OF DES PA! R". 

YOU R POS !T!VE SUPPORT. 



fl!,~ 

-- ' J -Carolyn P. Du~os 
free-lance wri;er t . 

-
.-

'--- ·· 
(AC 703) 979-2373 

203 South Barton Street 
Arlington, Va. 22204 
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THANK YOU MR.CHAIRMAN FOR THAT VERY FLATTERING INTRODUCTION. 

I HAVE OFTEN HEARD THAT FLATTERING INTRODUCTIONS ARE LIKE SMOKING. 

THEY DON'T HURT YOU IF YOU DON'T INHALE. (laughter) 

I AM HONORED TO BE A PART OF THIS OCCASION TONIGHT, AND 

I LOOK , FORWARD TO ANOTHER VISIT TO THE BUCKEYE STATE. 

IN MY EARLIER YEARS AS A WORKING JOURNALIST IN ATLANTA, 

GEORGIA I QUICKLY LEARNED THE VALUE OF GETTING THE FACTS STRAIGHT. 

AS A MEMBER OF THE NIXON TEAM IN WASHINGTON, I STILL ADHERE TO THAT 

PRINCIPLE. BUT IN MY JUDGMENT, THE PUBLIC HAS BEEN SWAMPED WITH 

A MUDSLIDE OF MISINFORMATION. IMPULSIVE REMARKS ARE BEING MADE 

ABOUT CHANGES IN THIS ADMINISTRATION WITHOUT TOO MUCH REGARD FOR 

THE FIGURES. 

YOU KNOW, IT IS ALWAYS DIFFICULT FOR PEOPLE TO ACCEPT CHANGE. 

WITHIN THE BLACK COMMUNITY, PARTICULARLY, RUMORS AND HALF-TRUTHS 

ALWAYS CREATE A BAD CLIMATE FOR ANY KIND OF CHANGE. 

FIVE YEARS AGO,MANY BLACK LEADERS THOUGHT IT LUDICROUS ~-FOA°<} 
0 

WHEN A CONTENDER FOR THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENCY PROMISED QI l 
HELP PUT BLACK AMERICANS INTO THE ECONOMIC MAINSTREAM OF THI / 

' NAT]ON. BUT THE PROMISE TURNED INTO REALITY AND THE OFFICE OF T~E -

MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISE WAS BORN. OMBE SET IN MOTION BROAD 

PROGRAMS AND POLICIES WHICH MOBILIZED FEDERAL RESOURCES ACROSS THE 

BOARD TO HELP MINORITIES GAIN A FOOTHOLD IN THE WORLD OF PRIVATE 
MILLION 

BUSINESS. THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT POURED $200/INTO THE BLOODSTREAM 

OF BLACK-OWNED BUSINESSES. IN THE COMING FISCAL YEAR AID TO 

MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISES WILL INCREASE TO $1.2 BILLION. 

THOSE SAME BLACK LEADERS WHO WERE LOUD IN THEIR CRITICISM HAVE 

BEEN LUKEWARM IN THEIR PR~SE AND HAVE FAILED TO RECOGNIZE THE 
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IMPACT MADE BY THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THAT PROMISE. 

LOOKING AT THE FIGURES WE SEE THAT COMPARED TO FOUR YEARS 

AGO, THE NEW BUDGET WOULD SPEND 71 PERCENT MORE ON THE AGING, 

67 PERCENT MORE TO ASSIST THE SICK, 86 PERCENT MORE TO AID j 

THE POOR AND MORE THAN DOUBLE THE ORIGINAL OUTLAY TO FEED THE 

HUNGRY AND THE UNDERNOURISHED OF THIS COUNTRY. SIGNIFICANTLY, 

IN A REORDERING OF PRIORITIES, 47% OF THE FEDERAL BUDGET GOES 

TO HUMAN RESOURCES AS COMPARED TO 3qPERCENT FOR DEFENSE. THIS 

IS AN IMPORTANT CHANGE FROM FOUR YEARS AGO WHEN ONLY 37% OF THE 

FEDERAL BUDGET WAS SPENT FOR HUMAN RESOURCES COMPARED TO 41% 

SPENT ON DEFENSE. 

I CAN SAY UNEQUIVOCABLY THAT CHANGES IN THE BUDGET 

REFLECT THE SPIRIT OF THE SOARING SEVENTIES. SOGIAL SPENDING 

HAS BEEN INCREASED; NOT CUT. LISTEN TO THE FACTS, NOT THE RHETORIC. 

THE OVERALL CIVIL RIGHTS BUDGET WAS INCREASED FROM THE 

$900 MILLION BEING SPENT WHEN THE PRESIDENT CAME INTO OFFICE 

TO $3.2 BILLION FOR THE NEXT FISCAL YEAR. IN THE AREA OF 

ENFORCEMENT OF CIVIL RIGHTS LAWS, WE WILL BE SPENDING MORE THAN 

SEVEN TIMES WHAT THE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION SPENT. WHILE THE 

PRESIDENT HAS PROPOSED CERTAIN CUTS IN AREAS AFFECTED 

FUNDS, HE HAS AT THE SAME TIME ACTUALLY INCREASED THE 

BY FEDERAL 

FUND ING / FO~"' 
<c,· "< 

FOR MANY ANTI-POVERTY PROGRAMS. THE WAR ON POVERTY HAS NOT 

BEEN LOST. 

0 'CP 
i. ~l a: :tJ I 
~.!) ~I 

'-.. / ... .... CONTRARY TO RUMORS OF PHASING OUT OEO, ALL PROGRAMS 

UNDER THE OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY ARE BEING TRANSFERRED 

TO EXISTING FEDERAL AGENCIES. IN FISCAL YEAR 1974 THE RESEARCH 
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DEMONSTRATION, AND EVALUATION PROGRAMS HANDLED IN THE PAST BY 

OEO WILL HAVE AN INCREASED BUDGET. FUNDING HAS NOT BEEN CUT 

BUT RAISED FROM $66.7 MILLION TO $78 MILLION. 

IN ACTUAL FACT, MANY OF THE SUBSTANTIVE OEO PROGRAMS WILL 

BE CONTINUED EITHER AT THE SAME LEVEL AS 1973 OR IN MANY CASES 

INCREASED. 

COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FUNDING HAS BEEN INCREASED 

FROM $30.7 MILLION IN 1973 TO 39.3 MILLION DOLLARS IN 1974. 

MIGRANT AND SEASONAL FARM WORKERS PROGRAMS HAVE BEEN 

INCREASED FROM 36.3 MILLION TO 40 MILLION DOLLARS FOR THE 

NEXT FISCAL YEAR. 

' ALSO, FUNDING FOR THE HEAD START PROGRAM Itfl'HE OFFICE OF 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT HAS BEEN INCREASED, NOT CUT. 

AS YOU KNOW, OEO WAS FONNDED ALMOST 10 YEARS AGO WITH 

A PROMISE TO ERADICATE POVERTY IN AMERICA BY 1974. ONE HAS TO 

ONLY LOOK AROUND TO SEE THAT THE DEADLINE COULD NOT POSSIBLY BE 

MET BY NEXT YEAR. 

EVEN THOUGH THE POVERTY PROGRAM HAD MANY SHORTCOMINGS, 

THIS ADM!l:NISTRATION IS KEEPING IT ALIVE BY REDIRECTING SERVICES 

FOR THE GREATER BENEFIT OF POOR PEOPLE. 

IN GEORGIA, I HAD A FRONT ROW SEAT WHICH GAVE ME A 

GOOD VIEW AND A GOOD UNDERSTANDING OF POVERTY AND HOW IT 

AFFECTED BLACK PEOPLE. 

WE ARE FORTUNATE IN THIS COUNTRY TO ENJOY FREEDOMS 

WHICH HAVE MOTIVATED AND HAVE MADE ROOM AT THE TOP FOR GREAT 

BLACK LEADERS SUCH AS THE LATE DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, THE 

LATE WHITNEY YOUNG, THE DISTINGUISHED NAACP EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 



ROY WILKINS AND A HOST OF OTHERS. 

ALL OF THESE ABLE MEN HAD SEVERAL THINGS IN COMMON, AND 

THAT WAS AND IS TO MAKE A BETTER WAY OF LIFE FOR BLACKS, OTHER 

MINORITIES, AND POOR PEOPLE IN GENERAL. 

UNFORTUNATELY, MANY OF THE BLACK SPOKESMEN GOING AROUND 

THE COUNTRY, TODAY, DON'T WANT TO ADMIT THAT THE POOR BLACK LIVING 

IN A HARLEM TENEMENT OF A RURAL SHACK IN GEORGIA HAS NOT BEEN 

HELPED APPRECIABLY BY MANY OF THE PROGRAMS THAT CAME OUT OF THE 

60s. 

MANY WHO RAISE OBJECTION TO THE RECENT CHANGES IN THE 

POVERTY PROGRAMS CL~ THAT EVERl PROGRAM DESIGNED TO HELP THE 

POOR, DID IT'S JOB WELL. WE KNOW BETTER. THOSE WHO ARE STRUGGLING 

TO KEEP THEIR JOBS ARGUE THAT THEY ALWAYS HAD THE INTEREST OF THE 

POOR AT HEART. WE KNOW BETTER. WE KNOW FOR INSTANCE THAT MANY 

OF THE PROGRAMS FATTENED THE POVERTY PROGRAM STAFF MEMBERS AND 

KEPT THE POOR PEOPLE LEAN. IT COMES AS LITTLE SURPRISE TO 

ME THAT THE PEOPLE MAKING THE MOST NOISE ARE THE ONE WHO WERE 

RAKING OFF 80-85 PERCENT OF THE FUNDS ALDOCATED FOR THE POOR 

BUT NEVER QUITE GOT DOWN THAT FAR. WHEN THIS HAPPENS, IT IS 

TIME FOR SURGERY. THAT IS WHY THE COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCIES 

ARE BEING CUT. WHY THE CMs? WHEN ONLY 15% OF YOUR TOTAL 

FUNDS ARE REACHING THOSE INTENDED TO BE HELPED, THEN IT'S TIME 

FOR A CHANGE. l>JHEN YOUR TOP HEAVY OVERHEAD REACHES THIS LEVEL 

OF WASTE, IT'S TIME THAT SOMETHING IS DONE. THE PEOPLE BEING 

RIPPED OFF ARE THE POOR. NOW I KNOW THAT THERE WERE SOME'·' 

SUCCESS STORIES, AND THESE WILL HAVE A CHANCE TO SURYIVE 

UNDER REVENUE SHARING OR PRIVATE FUNDS. 
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THE ADVANCES MADE IN SOCIAL PROGRAMS DURING THE 60s 

CERTAINLY GAVE US A PUSH IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. HOWEVER, 

MANY OF THOSE PROGRAMS WERE BORN UNDER FEAR AND HASTE. BUT 

THE MISTAKES THAT WERE MADE WERE OF THE HEART AND NOT THE HEAD. 

I THINK THAT MUCH OF THE RHETORIC WE HEAR TODAY ABOUT THE SHIFTS 

BEING MADE ARE MISTAKES OF THE HEAD AND NOT THE HEART. IT IS 

NOT MY INTENTION TO PUT DOWN THE OLD PROGRAMS THAT CAME OUT OF 

THAT PERIOD, BUT WE CANNOT CONTINUE TO LIVE IN THE 60s AND 

TURN OUR BACKS ON THE PROBLEMS OF THE 70s. 

NOBODY WANTS TO TURN BACK THE HANDS OF TIME. 

I AM AWARE, NEVERTHELESS, THAT THIS ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN 

ACCUSED OF "HACKING AWAY AT SOCIAL SPENDING WITH RUTHLESS 

INTENSITY" THAT IS PURPORTEDLY "DESIGNED TO DESTROY THE SOCIAL 

REFORMS OF THE 1960s". BUT THE FIGURES SHOW THAT THE PRESIDENT'S 

BUDGET PROVIDES THE GREATEST AMOUNT OF MONEY EVER COMMITTED 

FOR HUMAN RESOURCES UNDER ANY ADMINISTRATION. 

WHEN THE REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER ~KING GAVE HIS FAMOUS ADDRESS 

AT THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL DURING THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON IN 1963, 

HE TALKED ABOUT THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION THAT SET BLACKS FREE. 

BUT KING SAID IN DESPAIR: "ONE HUNDRED YEARS LATER, TH~NEGRO 

LIVES ON A LONELY ISLAND OF POVERTY IN THE MIDST OF A VAST OCEAN 

OF MATERIAL PROSPERITY. ONE HUNDRED YEARS LATER," KING SAID, "THE 

NEGRO IS LANGUISHED IN THE CORNERS OF AMERICAN SOCIETY AND ff~ F(j~~ 

Q <; FINDS HIMSELF AN EXILE IN HIS OWN LAND ••• " O:i 
< ... 

I THINK THAT THE TIME HAS COME FOR BLACK AMERICANS TO ~I!) J , 
REALIZE THAT IT IS NOT OUR DESTINY TO INHERIT THE WASTELANDS ',. ,,,,, .. 
OF AMERICA. IT IS NOT OUR DESTINY TO RIDE FOREVER.~• THE TAIL 

END OF PROGRESS AND PROSPERTIY, AND IT IS NOT OUR DESTINY TO 
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TO SIT AS SPECTATORS ON THE FRINGE OF THE ECONOMIC LIFE OF THIS 

NATION. 

I SAY THAT IT IS TIME THAT WE SET OUR SIGHTS ON SOMETHING 

THAT HAS SUBSTANCE. UNLESS WE PUT SUBSTANCE INTO THE WORD BLACK 

IT WILL ALWAYS BE ASSOCIATED WITH THAT WHICH IS NOT BEAUTIFUL, NO 

MATTER HOW OFTEN WE MAKE STATEMENTS TO THE CONTRARY. 

THE STORY OF THE BLACK MAN'S SUFFERING AND STRIFE SINCE HE 

STEPPED FROM THE BOAT IN 1619 :tS !\.<FAMILIAR ONE. WE HAVE SACRIFICED 

OUR BLOOD, SWEAT AND TEARS. THAT IS WHY WE SHOULD RESOLVE TO 

FULLY PARTICIPATE I~ ALL ASPECTS OF THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE. WE 

HAVE A TREMENDOUS INVESTMENT IN THIS NATION. 

THE KIND OF SUBSTANCE I AM TALKING ABOUT IS CAPITALISM. AND 

LET ME SAY HERE, THAT THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS BLACK CAPITALISM. 

CAPITALISM HAS NO COLOR. IT RESPECTS NO COLOR. BLACKS WHO HAVE 

STARTED TO SUCCESSFULLY PARTICIPATE IN OUR CAPITALISTIC SOCIETY 

ARE STILL BLACK, BUT THE COLOR OF THEIR MONEY IS GREEN. I DON'T 

NEED TO TELL YOU THAT GREEN DOLLARS ARE UNDERSTOOD ALL OVER 

THE WORLD. 

I'M REMINDED OF A BLACK AMERICAN THAT HAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL 

IN AN AREA WHERE BLACKS HAD NOT HERETOFORE DARED, AND THAT IS r·~Q' 
IN MAGAZIN: PUBLISHING AND IN THE NATIONWIDE DISTRIBUTION OF iQ <, 

PUBLICATION. YOU PROBABLY ALREADY KNOW THE DISTINGUISHED ,' \~J ., 
'- ' GENTLEMAN TO WHOM I REFER -- JOHN H. JOHNSON, PUBLISHER OF JET, ·~ .. -

EBONY AND SEVERAL OTHER NATIONALLY DISTRIBUTED PUBLICATIONS. 

IN A RECENT ADDRESS TO THE UNITED MORTGAGE BANKERS 

ASSOCIATION MEETING IN NEW YORK CITY, MR. JOHNSON SAID: "BLACKS 

MUST ABANDON THE POLITICS OF POVERTY, AND THE PHILOSOPHY OF 

DESPAIR." 
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THE PUBLISHER WENT ON TO SAY, "OUR GREATEST FIGHT TODAY 

IS FOR GREATER PART~CIPATION IN THE ECONOMIC ABUNDANCE OF THE 

WEALTHIEST NATION IN THE WORLD ••• " 

MR. JOHNSON ALSO HAD A FEW CHALLENGING WORDS FOR THOSE 

AFFECTED BY THE CHANGING PRIORITIES BROUGHT ON BY THE PRESIDENT'S 

NEW BUDGET. HE SAID, "ALL OF YOU KNOW THAT SUCCESS IF NOT 

GUARANTEED IN ANY BUSINESS. WHEN YOU TAKE A RISK, YOU MAKE 

A RISK -- EVEN UNDER THE PROTECTION OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

TOO MANY OF US, HOWEVER, HAVE BEEN MISGUIDED INTO THINKING 

THAT LONGEVITY IS A SUBSTITUTE FOR QUALITY PERFORMANCE. I BELIEVE 

THAT WHEN WE HAVE A DELIVERY SYSTEM THAT FAILS TO DELIVER WE 

HAVE TO LOOK AROUND FOR A MECHANISM THAT WORKS . 

AS A WHITE HOUSE REPRESENTATIVE~ AM CONSTANTLY BESIEGED 

ABOUT CHANGES IN OUR DIRECTION. FOR EXAMPLE, A PROMINENT BLACK 

LEADER ASKED THIS QUESTION RECENTLY: "HOW DO WE EXPLAIN FEDERAL 

WITHDRAWAL TO POOR BLACK FAMILIES IN BEDFORD-STUYVESANT?" 

FOR ME, IT IS MUCH MORE DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN TO THE SAME 

FAMILY WHY THE URBAN RENEWAL PROGRAM HAS EVICTED ONE MILLION 

POOR FAMILIES FROM THEIR HOMES. IT IS EVEN MORE DIFFICULT TO 

EXPLAIN TO THAT SAME FAMILY WHY ONE-HALF OF THOSE ONE MILLION 

EVICTED WERE BLACKS AND PUERTO RICANS. 

HOW DO I EXPLAIN TO POOR BLACKS THAT UNDER THE OLD FEDERAL 

PROGRAMS, FOR EVERY HOME BUILT, THREE WERE DESTROYED? 

HOW DO I EXPLAIN THAT UNDER THE OLD FEDERAL PROGRAM WEALTHY 

REAL ESTATE OWNERS AND LAND SPECULATORS RIPPED OFF MONEY 

WAS MEANT TO ASSIST THE POOR? 

.......... ,/ 
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HOW, INDEED, CAN WE EXPLAIN TO POOR BLACK FAMILIES THAT 

THE RAT INFESTED TRAPS THEY MOVED INTO UNDER CERTAIN FEDERAL 

SUBSIDIZED HOUSING PROGRAMS WERE SOLD TO THEM AT A PRICE FAR 

BEYONG THE SELLER'S PURCHASE PRICE AND THEY HAVE BEEN JUST 

RIPPED OFF AGAIN. 

SO IT IS VERY EASY ME TO EXPLAIN TO THAT POOR FAMILY IN 

BEDFORD-STUYVESANT THAT THE ANSh'ER TO THEIR PLIGHT IS NOT IN 

RIP-OFF PROGRAMS THAT HAVE FAILED TO WORK BUT IN NEW SOLUTIONS. 

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS NOT WIRHDRAWING FROM ITS 

OBLIGATION TO ASSIST THE POOR IN THE AREA OF HOUSING. THE 

PRESIDENT IS SPENDING A BILLION DOLLARS MORE THIS YEAR IN 

THE AREA OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT THAN LAST. BUT 

THIS ISN'T THE WORD THAT BLACK SPOKESMEN ARE PUTTING OUT TO OUR 

PEOPLE. 

IT IS OBVIOUS THAT WE NEED TO CLOSE THE COMMUNICATIONS 

GAP BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND THE PEOPLE HE REPRESENTS. 

IN THE GHETTOS AND IN THE BARRIOS THERE HAS BEEN A 

NOTABLE SILENCE. THE REASON BEHIND THIS, ACCORDING TO AN 

EDITORIAL APPEARING IN THE DENVER POST AND BASED UPON RESEARCH 

CONDUCTED BY A MAGAZINE, IS THAT MANY OF THE POOR FEEL THE 

FEDERAL PROGRAMS NEVER BENEFITED THEM. THE POOR WHO DID 

RECEIVE!' SERVICES ARE DISENCHANTED WITH THE QUALITY AND TYPE 

OF SERVICE. MANY OF THE POOR FEEL THAT THESE OLD FEDERAL 

PROGRAMS ARE JUST PACIFICATION PROGRAMS. 

I'M REMINDED OF SOME OF THE PRESS REPORTS FLOATING 

AROND WASHINGTON WHICH SUPPORT THE PRESIDENT'S BUDGET CUTS. ~ .... 
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SOME OF THE STORIES SAY "HE'S DOING WHAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN 

DONE BUT HE'S MOVING TOO FAST. PERHAPS THE MOST UNIQUE 

STORY CAME FROM BLACK COLUMNIST BILL RASPBERRY OF THE WASHINGTON 

POST. HE CONCEDES THAT ANTI-POVERTY PROGRAMS HAVEN'T . WORKED IN 

THE PAST, BUT THEY SHOULD BE PRESERVED FOR THEIR "SYMBOLIC 

VALUE". 

PERHAPS THEY SHOULD BE PAID, ACCORDING TO ONE REPORTER, 

WITH SYMBOLIC MONEY. 

IT IS HIGH TIME FOR A CHANGE. LET US TRANSLATE OUR 

RHETORIC INTO POSITIVE PROGRAMS IN THE TRUE SPIRIT OF THE 

SOARING SEVENTIES. 



4. 

ROY WILKINS AND A HOST OF OTHERS. 

ALL OF THESE ABLE MEN HAD SEVERAL THINGS IN COMMON, AND 

THAT WAS AND IS TO MAI<E A BETTER WAY OF LIFE FOR BLACKS, OTHER 

MINORITIES, AND POOR PEOPLE IN GENERAL. 

UNFORTUNATELY, MANY OF THE BLACK SPOKESMEN GOING AROUND 

THE COUNTRY, TODAY, DON'T WANT TO ADMIT THAT THE POOR BLACK LIVING 

IN A HARLEM TENEMENT~A RURAL SHACK IN GEORGIA HAS NOT BEEN 

HELPED APPRECIABLY BY MANY OF THE PROGRAMS THAT CA..T\1E OUT OF THE 

60s . 

.MANY WHO RAISE OBJECTION TO THE RECENT CHANGES IN THE 

POVERTY PROGRAMS CL1&~ THAT E"vERYPROGR.AM DESIGNED TO HELP THE 

POOR, DID IT'S JOB WELL. WE KNOW BETTER. THOSE WHO ARE STRUGGLING 

TO KEEP THEIR JOBS ARGUE THAT THEY ALWAYS HAD THE INTEREST OF TBE 

POOR AT HEART. WE KNOW BETTER. WE KNOW FOR INSTANCE THAT MANY 

OF THE PROGRAMS FATTENED THE POVERTY PROGRAM STAFF MEMBERS AND 

KEPT THE POOR PEOPLE LEAN. IT COMES AS LITTLE SURPRISE TO 

ME THAT THE PEOPLE MAKING THE MOST NOISE ARE THE ONE WHO WERE 

RAKING OFF 80-85 PERCENT OF THE FUNDS ALLOCATED FOR THE POOR 1=o 

ri~- ~o 
BUT NEVER QUITE GOT DOWN THAT FAR. WHEN THIS HAPPENS, IT I < 
TIME FOR SURGERY. THAT IS WHY THE COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCIEst 

ARE BEING CUT. WHY THE CAA.s? WHEN ONLY 15% OF YOUR TOTAL ,, 

FUNDS ARE REACHING THOSE INTENDED TO BE HELPED, THEN IT'S TIME 

FOR A CHANGE. lvHEN YOUR TOP HEAVY OVERHEAD REACHES THIS LEVEL 

OF WASTE-, IT'S TIME THAT SOMETHING IS DONE. THE PEOPLE BEING 

RIPPED OFF ARE THE POOR. NOW I KNON THAT THERE WERE SOME 

SUCCESS STORIES, AND THESE NILL HAVE A CHANCE TO SURVIVE 

UNDER REVENUE SHARING OR PRIVATE FUNDS. 
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THE ADVANCES MADE IN SOCIAL PROGRAMS DURING THE 60s 

CERTAINLY GAVE US A PUSH IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. HOWEVER, 

MANY OF THOSE PROGRAMS NERE BORN UNDER FEAR AND HASTE. BUT 

THE MISTAKES THAT WERE MADE WERE OF THE HEART AND NOT THE HEAD. 

I THINK THAT MUCH OF THE RHETORIC WE HEAR TODAY ABOUT THE SHIFTS 

BEING MADE ARE MISTAKES OF THE HEAD AND NOT THE HEART. IT IS 

NOT MY INTENTION TO PUT DOWN THE OLD PROGRAMS THAT CAME OUT 

THAT PERIOD, BUT WE CANNOT CONTINUE TO LIVE IN THE 60s AND 

TURN OUR BACKS ON THE PROBLEMS OF THE 70s. 

NOBODY WANTS TO TURN BACK THE HANDS OF TIME. 

I AM AHARE, NEVERTHELESS, THAT THIS ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN 

ACCUSED OF "HACKING AWAY AT SOCIAL SPENDING 'WITH RUTHLESS 

INTENSITY" THAT IS PURPORTEDLY "DESIGNED TO DESTROY THE SOCIAL 

REFORMS OF THE 1960s". BUT THE FIGURES SHOW THAT THE PRESIDENT'S 

BUDGET PROVIDES THE GREATEST AMOUNT OF MONEY EVER COMMITTED 

FOR HUMAN RESOURCES UNDER ANY ADMINISTRATION. 

WHEN THE REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER 'KING GAVE HIS FAMOUS ADDRESS 

AT THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL DURING THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON IN 1963, 

HE TALKED ABOUT THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION THAT SET BLACI<S FREE. , 
BUT KING SAID IN DESPAIR: "ONE HUNDRED YEARS LATER, THENEGRO 

c..,, 
LIVES ON A LONELY ISLAND OF POVERTY IN TI-IE MIDST OF A VAST OCEAN 

OF MA'l'ERIAL PROSPERITY. ONE HUNDRED YEARS LATER," KING SAID, "THE 

NEGRO IS LANGUISHED IN THE CORNERS OF AMERICAN SOCIETY AND 

FINDS HIMSELF AN EXILE IN HIS ONN LAND .•• " 

I THINK THAT THE TIME HAS COME FOR BLACK AMERICANS TO 

REALIZE TIIAT IT IS NOT OUR DESTINY TO INHERIT 'rHE WASTELANDS 

OF AMERICA. IT IS NOT OUR DESTINY TO RIDE FOREVER ·THE TAIL IL 
' 
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THE PUBLISHER WENT ON TO SAY, "OUR GREATEST FIGHT TODAY 

IS FOR GREATER PARTJ:CIPATION I N T0HE ECONOMIC ABUNDANCE OF THE 

WEALTHIEST NATION IN THE WORLD ••• " 

MR. JOHNSON ALSO HAD A FEW CHALLENGING WORDS FOR THOSE 

AFFECTED BY THE CHANGING PRIORITIES BROUGHT ON BY THE PRESIDENT'S 

NEW BUDGET. HE SAID, "ALL OF YOU KNOW THAT SUCCESS IF NOT 

GUARANTEED IN ANY BUSINESS. WHEN YOU TAKE A RISK, YOU MAKE 

A RISK -- EVEN UNDER THE PROTECTION OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

TOO MANY OF US, HOWEVER, HAVE BEEN MISGUIDED INTO THINKING 

THAT LONGEVITY IS A SUBSTITUTE FOR QUALITY PERFORMANCE. I BELIEVE 

THAT 'WHEN WE HAVE A DELIVERY SYSTEM THAT FAILS TO DELIVER WE 

HAVE TO LOOK AROUND FOR A MECHANISI-1 THAT WORKS. 

AS A lvHITE HOUSE REPRESENTATIVE 1I AM CONSTANTLY BESIEGED 

ABOUT CHANGES IN OUR DIRECTION. FOR EXAMPLE, A PROMINENT BLACK 

LEADER ASKED THIS QUESTION RECENTLY: "HOW DO WE EXPLAIN FEDERAL 

WITHDRAWAL TO POOR BLACK FAMILIES IN BEDFORD-STUYVESANT?" 

FOR HE, IT IS NUCI-I MORE DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN TO THE SAME/c~ FO~, 
FAMILY WHY THE URBAN RENEWAL PROGRAM HAS EVICTED ONE MILLION rt <:. 
POOR FAMILIES FROM THEIR HOMES. IT IS EVEN MORE DIFFICULT TO\~ $ 

\~ 't-f 
EXPLAIN TO THAT SAME FAMILY WHY ONE-HALF OF THOSE ONE MILLION '-. ,,,,/ 

EVICTED WERE BLACKS AND PUERTO RICANS. 

HOW DO I EXPLAIN TO POOR BLACKS THAT UNDER TIIE OLD FEDERAL 

PROGRAHS, FOR EVERY HOME BUILT, THREE WERE DESTROYED? 

HOW DO I EXPLAIN THAT UNDER THE O~D FEDERAL PR~G~ ALTHY 

REAL ESTATE m·INERS AND LAND SPECULATORS RIPPED OFF MONEY WHICH 

WAS MEANT TO ASSIST TIIE POOR? 
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HOW, INDEED, CAN WE EXPLAIN TO POOR BLACK FAMILIES THAT 

THE Rl\T INFESTED TRAPS THEY MOVED INTO UNDER CE R'rAIN FEDERAL 

SUBSIDIZED HOUSING PROGRAMS WERE SOLD TO THE~1 AT A PRICE FAR 

BEYONG THE SELLER'S PURCHASE PRICE .7\ND THEY HAVE BEEN JUST 

RIPPED OFF AGAIN. 

SO IT IS VERY EA~ TO EXPLAIN TO THAT POOR FAMILY IN 

BEDFORD-STUYVESANT THAT THE ANSl'lER TO THEIR PLIGHT IS NOT IN 

RIP-OFF PROGRAMS THAT HAVE FAILED TO WORK BUT IN NEW SOLUTIONS. 

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS NOT WIRHDRAWING FROM ITS 

OBLIGATION TO ASSIST THE POOR IN THE AREA OF HOUSING. THE 

PRESIDENT IS SPENDING A BILLION DOLLARS MORE THIS YEAR IN 

THE AREA OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT THAN LAST. BUT 

THIS ISN'T THE WORD TH.~:;-~ <ES!'v1EN ARE PUTTING OUT TO OUR 

PEOPLE. 

IT IS OBVIOUS THAT WE NEED TO CLOSE THE COM.11.UNICATIONS 

GAP BETWEEN THE PP£SIDENT AND THE PEOPLE HE REPRESENTS. 

IN THE GHETTOS AND IN THE BARRIOS THERE HAS BEEN A 

NOTABLE SILENCE. THE REASON BEHIND THIS, ACCORDING TO AN 

EDITORIAL APPEARING IN THE DENVER POST AND BASED UPON RESEARCH,.-.f:O~ 
£.~· 0 

CONDUCTED BY A MAGAZINE, IS THAT MANY OF THE POOR FEEL THE (1 <a 
:D 

FEDERAL PROGRAMS NEVER BENEFITED THEM. THE POOR WHO DID \~ ~; 
_\~ 'f'..' 

RECEIVE: SERVICES ARE DISENCHANTED WITH THE QUALITY AND TYPE ', /i/_ 

OF SERVICE. MANY OF THE POOR FEEL THAT THESE OLD FEDERAL 

PROGRAMS ARE JUST PACIFICATION PROGRAMS. 

I'M REMINDED OF SOME OF THE PRESS REPORTS FLOATING 

AROND WASHINGTON mucn SUPPORT THE PRESIDENT Is BUDGET CUTS. 
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Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Stan: 

March 16, 1973 

We are looking forward to seeing you at our Ohio Republican 
Coumcil Spring Conference on April 7 in Columbus. Everything 
is going according to plan and you will be receiving program 
details very soon. 

For publicity purposes, would you please send me a resume and 
a glossy photograph as soon as it is convenient? 

Best regards. 

RWE: ig 

Sincerely, 

dbl 
(Mrs.) Helen W. Evans 

Executive Secretary 
Ohio Republican Council 

STATE HEADQUARTERS: 50 W. Broad Street, Suite 3300, Columbus, Ohio 43215 (614) 228-2481 
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We Support Presid tial and Congressional~ 
Efforts to Contr 1 Federal Spending 
Americans have always had the ability to unite in order to accomplish 

great goals. As we now move to a peacetime economy, our nation ne ds a 
strong, viable govf'rnment fref' of irresponsible spending and ri~ing taxes and 
inflation. We can achif've this goal if Amf'rirans unite - if we let our 
representatives in Washington know that Lhis is what we want. 

Your elected representatives - your Srnator8 and Congres8me in 
Washington - depend on you for guidance. They know how you feel on,, if 
you tell them. All too often, many of us take the democratic prorrs, for 
granted - we assume that our representativf'8 already know what Wf' thiuk, 
even though we haven't told them. And when this happens, the voi,·rs of a 
few special interests can have more effect than the will of million of 
citizens, 

The issue of taxes and inflation affects each of us personally. 
Uncontrolled federal spending over the next three fiscal years could force a 
tax increase of a8 much as fifteen percent, or cause a new wave of crippling 
inflation. Yet we can have a budget which avoids excessive spending, requ,ires 
no new taxes, and still provides sufficient funding for necessary progr 
The President has proposed one such budget. Supporterl by respon 

;Jr 

A responsible spending program does not involve any turning bark of 
the clor,k. The President's budgrt, for one example, provides the greatei,t 
sum ever committed fO{_ human resources. Compared to four years ago, it 
woulrl i-pend 71 percent more to 11ssist older Americans, 67 percent more to 
help the sick, 66 percent more for the poor, and more than twice as much to 
feed the hungry and undernourished. Four years ago, 41 % of the fedrral 
budget was spent on Defense, and only 37% for JJum11n RPsources. Today 
the priorities have been reversed: 4 7% goes to Human Resources and only 30 

1 

percent for Defense. 

The goal of no new taxe8 can be reached - without inflation -- only if 
Congress and the Executive cooperate by trimming unnecessary spending 
and by terminating programs which either aren't working at all or haven't . 
justified their expense. Tax money should only be used for responsible 
programs that do work. 

We can't the democratic process for granted in this 

.. 
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