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IT IS INDEED A PLEASURE TO APPEAR BEFORE YOU THIS
o
N //

NG

y

AFTERNOON. I ALWAYS WELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN

"HOME" TO NORTH CAROLINA AND TO TALK WITH "HOME' FOLKS.

I DO SO THIS AFTERNOON WITH A TWO-FOLD PLEASURE: ONE IS
BEING ABLE TO SHARE THIS DAY WITH YOU IN RECOGNITION OF YOUR
PAST YEAR'S EFFORTS IN THE COMMUNITY, WHICH I KNOW TO BE

COMMENDABLE AND DESERVING OF RECOGNITION; THE OTHER IS |
HAVING THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS WITH YOU SOME OF THE

THINKING WHICH IS CURRENT AMONG AN INCREASING NUMBER OF

BLACKS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.

I LABORED OVER THE CONTENT OF MY REMARKS TODAY BECUASE
IN AN AGE WHERE RHETORIC TOO OFTEN ESTABLISHES CREDIBILITY,

I DIDN'T WANT TO BE GUILTY OF THE CRIME OF "SAYING MUCH, WHLE

SAYING NOTHING." I ALSO LABORED OVER THEM BECAUSE I WANTED



TO CONVEY TO YOU, NOT ONLY MY OWN SINCERITY, BUT ALSO THE
SIGNIFICANCE WITH WHICH I VIEW YOUR LEADERSHIP ROLE IN THE
COMMUNITY AS AGENTS OF CHANGE FOR BLACKS AND OTHEI,;(A.-(:S;§’, FORR
MINORITIES IN THE UNITED STATES. \ 2}

A LOT OF PRESSURE FACES BLACK LEADERSHIP TODAY. NOT ONLY
DO WE HAVE TO CONTEND WITH THE OBVIOUS BY-PRODUCTS OF RACISM,
BUT WE ALSO HAVE TO CONTEND WITH THAT UNIQUE KIND OF PRES-
SURE WHICH COMES FROM OUR OWN BLACK PEER GROUP. AND, BELIEVE
ME, THIS CAN SOMETIMES BE THE WORST KIND -- SOME OF IT
CONSTRUCTIVE -- BUT, TOO OFTEN, A LOT OF IT IS DESTRUCTIVE.

TAKE A MOMENT TO LOOK AT THE KIND OF PRESSURE THAT THE
"BROTHERS" PUT ON EACH OTHER. 1 WANT TOCALL THIS TO YOUR

ATTENTION BECAUSE, WHILE WE ALL KNOW THE KIND OF CONSTRAINTS

IMPOSED BY THE "MAN, '"" WE SOMEHOW SEEM TO SKIRT THE ISSUE OF



CONSTRAINTS IMPOSED BY OUR OWN. ANDI MAINTAIN THAT UNTIL

WE BEGIN "HELPING'" RATHER THAN "HINDERING' EACH OTHER, WE

BEFORE US AS A MINORITY PEOPLE WHO ARE STILL WITHOUT/A&SE**
‘/: ."»‘) r./ 3
\

MAY STILL BE A LONG WAY FROM ADDRESSING THE CRUCIAL ISSUES
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REAL POWER, WHATEVER WAY YOU LOOK AT IT. )
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LET ME GIVE YOU AN EXAMPLE OF WHAT I MEAN. LOOK AT THIS

ADMINISTRATION. THE BLACKS IN KEY POSITIONS, INCLUDING
MYSELF, HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO THE HARSHEST OF CRITICISM
FROM OUR'PEOPLE. MUCH OF THIS CRITICISM HAS BEEN LEVELED

NOT OUT OF AN UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT OUR EFFORTS HAVE BEEN

IN THESE POSITIONS, BUT RATHER OUT OF AN ARBITRARY EMOTIONAL

DISLIKE FOR THIS ADMINISTRATION., AND THE LOUDER THE CRITICISM,

THE MORE "RELEVANT" THE CRITIC BECOMES FOR THE "BLACK CAUSE"

AND HIS DEFINITION OF WHAT THAT "CAUSE" SHOULD BE. IT IS THIS

KIND OF EMOTIONAL AND UNSOPHISTICATED APPEAL WITH WHICH I,

AND OTHER BLACKS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, ARE TAKING ISSUE.



WE CAN AND MUST MAKE DEMANDS FOR OUR RIGHT TO MOVE INTO

THE AMERICAN "MAINSTREAM.'" HOWEVER, WE MUST ALSO UNDER -
STAND THAT TO ACCOMPLISH THIS GOAL IN A TWO PARTY SYSTEM

OF GOVERNMENT MEANS THAT WE, AS A MINORITY GROUP, CANNOT
AFFORD TI;E LUXURY OF IGNORING ANY PARTY AND ANY OPPORTUNITIES
WHICH MOVE US CLOSER TO THE CORE OF BEING A PART OF WHAT _
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THE "AMERICAN MAINSTREAM'" IS ALL ABOUT. (3

WHEN WE BEGIN TO BASE OUR POLITICAL DECISIONS ON TT:IINKING/

THAT IS RATIONAL AND STRATEGIC RATHER THAN EMOTIONAL AND

SPORATIC, THEN I BELIEVE WE WILL BE ON OUR WAY TO ACHIEVING
A REAL POWER BASE IN THIS COUNTRY. AMERICAN HISTORY TELLS
US PRETTY CLEARLY THAT "POWER'" IN THIS COUNTRY STEMS FROM
TWO ADVANTAGES -- EITHER POLITICAL ADVANTAGE OR ECONOMIC

ADVANTAGE. AND, IN REALITY, ONE ADVANTAGE BEGETS THE OTHER,
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SO YOU WILL PROBABLY ALWAYS FIND POWER AND MONEY JO\\;;:EED
TOGETHER IN SOME FASHION. KNOWING THIS REALITY ABOUT OUR
SOCIAL SYSTEM, HOW THEN, MAY I ASK, DO WE AS BLACKS EVER
INTEND TO GET A REAL PIECE OF THE ACTION IF ALL WE DO IS

STAND OUTSIDE OF THE SYSTEM WITH OUR HANDS OUT FOR WHATEVER

MEASURE OF GOOD WILL AND SERVICES THAT CAN BE DISPENSED
THERE IS TALK IN SOME

THROUGH PRESSURE OR OTHER MEANS?

CIRCLES OF "I%EVOLUTION" AND OVERTURNING THE SYSTEM. FOR
THOSE WHO BELIEVE AND SUBSCRIBE TO THIS KIND OF SOLUTION,
THAT IS THEIR CHOICE -- IT IS CERTAINLY NOT MINE NOR THAT OF
A GREAT NUMBER OF OTHER BLACKS AND MINORITIES. MY CHOICE
IS TO WORK WITHIN THE SYSTEM FOR CHANGE, ANDI BELIEVE IT CAN

BE DONE, FOR I SEE IT OCCURING IN MANY WAYS WITHIN THIS VERY

I BELIEVE IT CAN BE DONE BY SEIZING EVERY

ADMINISTRATION.



OI:;PORTUNITY WHICH WILL OPEN INROADS INTO THE POHTICAL
AND ECONOMIC ARENAS. FOR IN SO DOING, PRECEDENTS AND
SUBSEQUENT OPPORTUNITIES CAN BE INHERITED BY THE YOUNG
PEOPLE WHO WILL FOLLOW US INTO THE LEADERSHIP ROLES OF

THE DECADES AHEAD. /Y <,

CONTENT WITH THE MYOPIC VIEW THAT THE AMERICAN "MAINSTREAM"
MEANT A SHINY NEW CAR, A COUPLE OF TV'S, BROOKS BROTHERS
SUITS, ETC. TODAY, THAT IMAGE IS NOT SUFFICIENT. TODAY, THE
"MAINSTREAM' HAS TO INCLUDE THE CAPACITY TO MANUFACTURE
AND DISTRIBUTE THOSE SHINY NEW CARS, THOSE TV'S, THOSE

BROOKS BROTHERS SUITS, WE HAVE TO MOVE FROM BEING CONSUMERS

OF GOODS AND SERVICES TO THE PRODUCERS OF GOODS AND SERVICES.
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LET ME REITERATE THE POINT I MADE EARIIER. BLACK
PEER GROUP PRESSURE ON BLACK LEADERSHIP ABOUNDS. I WOULD
LIKE TO CAUTION THAT WHATE-VER THE CRITICISM, LET IT BE
FOUNDED ON OBJECTIVITY, NOT EMOTION. BLACKS HAVE LOST TOO
MANY BATTLES UNDER THE BANNER OF BEAUTIFUL, BUT ILL FOUNDED,
RHETORIC. ON THE OTHER HAND WE CAN WIN MANY MORE BATTLES
BECAUSE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING AND A REALISTIC APPROACH TO
SOLVING THOSE PROBLEMS WHICH OBSTRUCT OUR TOTAL INTEGRATION
INTO THE AMERICAN MAINSTREAM.

THE ISSUE AT STAKE FOR BLACKS IS HOW TO GET SOMETHING

DONE YESTERDAY ABOUT THE PROBLEMS WE FACE TODAY. TO DO

THIS, WE HAVE GOT TO KNOW THE RULES OF THE GAME. EACH OF

US SHOULD MAKE SURE THAT, IF WE DON'T KNOW WHAT THE RULES
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ARE, WE LEARN THEM IN A HURRY AND PLAY THE GAME WITH
THE AGILITY OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN PLAYING IT FOR HUNDREDS

OF YEARS.
WHAT I AM CONCERNED ABOUT TODAY IS OUR NEED AS A PEOPLE

TO NURTURE THE KINDS OF HABITS AND ATTITUDES THAT WILL
PRODUCE THE KIND OF LEADERSHIP THIS DECADE AND THOSE TO
FOLLOW WILL REQUIRE. ASINCREASED TECHNOLOGY AND
SCIENTIFIC ADVANCES CONTINUE TO PRESENT THIS NATION AND THE
WORLD WITH "FUTURE SHOCK'" SITUATIONS, THE NEED WILL ALWAYS
BE PRESENT FOR LEADERS, COURAGEOUS ENOUGH TO TAKE ACTIONS

WHICH WILL ASSURE THAT OUR SOCIETY WILL PRESERVE ITS HUMAN -
THE ISSUES OF UNEMPLOYMENT, OVER POPULATION,

ITARIAN VALUES.
ECOLOGY, AND RACE PRESENT FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS A WORLD
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OF UNENDING AND FRIGHTFUL PROBLEMS. LEADERSHIP IS ALWAYS

A PART OF A'CIVILIZED SOCIETY AND SIGNIFICANT BLACK LEADERSHIP
MUST TAKE ITS PLACE ALONGS-IDE THAT OF ALL OTHER SIGNIFICANT
AMERICAN LEADERS.

THE OPPORTUNITY FOR DOING SOMETHING MOMENTOUS, AS FAR

AS OUR PEOPLE ARE CONC?ERNED, MAY COME ONLY TO A HANDFUL

OF PEOPLE. BUT THE OPPORTUNITY FOR INDIVIDUAL, PERHAPS

PERSONAL, INITIATIVES WILL PROBABLY COME AT SOMETIME TO

EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU. I HOPE THAT THE COURAGE YOU

NEED WILL BE THERE, TO TAKE THESE ACTS WHEN THESE MOMENTS

ARRIVE AND TO COME TO THE SUPPORT OF OTHERS WHO ALSO DO SO.
I COULD USE MY TIME THIS AFTERNOON TO TELL YOU ABOUT

THE MOVES THIS ADMINISTRATION HAS MADE TO MOVE MINORITIES



- TBh

INTO THE '"MAINSTREAM.'" I KNOW THAT MANY OF YOU ARE NOT
AWARE OF ALL THAT HAS BEEN DONE. IT IS ESPECIALLY SIGNIFICANT
WHEN, UNDER THE ADVERSE CRITICISM IT IS RECEIVING, YOU UNDER -
STAND THAT IT HAS MADE FAR MORE STRIDES IN THE AREAS OF
APPOINTMENTS OF BLACKS TO KEY POSITIONS, MINORITY ENTERPRISE,
DID TO BLACK COLLEGES THAN COMPARABLE EFFORTS IN ANY
PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION. WHILE I THINK THESE ACTIONS ARE
SIGNIFICANT, I AGREE THAT THEY ARE NOT ENOUGH. MORE HAS

TO BE DONE -- NOT ONLY BY THOSE IN POWER POSITIONS, BUT ALSO

BY EACH OF US. LETIT BE SO THAT WHEN OPPORTUNITY IS WITHIN

REACH, WE ARE READY TO TAKE IT. /(;, FORBN.
/Q o\
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AS ONE AUTHOR POINTS OUT: \:) 5;/
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"IN THE LAST ANALYSIS, HOWEVER, BLACK CHILDREN WILL BE

ABLE TO CLIMB OUT OF THEIR SLUMS EN MASSE ONLY IF THEY SEE



.} (3
THEIR PARENTS DOING THE SAME -- ONLY IF THE ADULTS OF . -
THE COMMUNITY ARE INVOLVED IN ACTION ON THEIR OWN BEHALF,
FOR IT IS THE DISORGANIZATION OF THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE --
THE EVIDENCE OF ALL SIDES THAT THEIR PARENTS ARE UNABLE TO
CONTROL THEIR OWN BEHAVIOR, UNABLE TO IMPOSE SANC TIONS
ON PEOPLE WHO THREATEN THE COMMUNITY'S WELL BEING -- THAT
PERSUADES THE YOUNG THAT THE CARDS ARE STACKED AGAINST
THEM, THAT THE OMNIPRESENT 'THEY' WILL NOT PERMIT THEM
TO 'MAKE IT' IN ANY LEGITIMATE FORM, AND SO LEADS THEM INTO
APATHY, WITHDRAWAL, OR REBELLION, "

IT IS MY HOPE THAT IN EFFORTS LIKE YOURS AND MINE THAT THIS
KIND OF DRAMA WILL BECOME THE EXCEPTION RATHER THAN THE
RULE. TO BRING ABOUT THIS CHANGE, WE MUST NOT BE SHORTSIGHTED
OR SIDETRACKED FROM THE REAL ISSUES BY AN EMOTIONAL CALL TO

ARMS WHICH DOES NOTHING BUT WARMS THE SPIRIT WHILE IT KEEPS
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YOU POWERLESS. JOIN WITH ME IN SEEKING REAL POWER FOR

OUR PEOPLE THROUGH THE SYSTEM BY REQUESTING AND ACCEPTING

MORE RESPONSIBLE POSITIONS IN ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT AND

BY PREPARING OUR YOUNG TO ASSUME THE KIND OF LEADERSHIP

ROLES FOR OUR PEOPLE AND THIS NATION WHICH WILL BE REQUIRED

BY THIS COUNTRY TO MAINTAIN ITS LEADERSHIP ROLE AMONG THE

OTHER NATIONS OF THE WORLD.
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Human progress is neither automatic -

nor inevitable. Even a superficial look at history reveals that no

el -~ social advance rolls in on the wheels of inevitability. Everv step i —
i Y .

toward the goal of justice requires sacrifice, suffering, and struggle;

Without persistent effort, time itself becomes an ally of the insurgent

and primitive forces of irrational emotionalism and social destruction. st

\
|
‘ This is no time for apathy or complacency. This is a time for vigorous
|
|

Il and positive action. /
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/ 1 HOPE IT WILL BE THE DECADE WHEN WE ALL LEARN AMERICA QR

, qu,“ttA Q-u....Q., < 70\.4)

IS NOT ALL BLACK AND NOT ALL WHITE -- THE DECADE WHEN WE
LEARN THAT WE CAN HAVE UNITY WITHOUT CONFORMITY, THAT WE ="y
DO NOT ALL HAVE TO LOOK ALIKE, TALK ALIKE, THINK ALIKE OR -
EVEN SMELL ALIKE, THIS SHOULD BE THE DECADE OF THE CENTURY. S
AND IT WILL BE, IF PEOPLE OF GOOD WILL DEVELOP THE KIND OF
LEADERSHIP WHICH IS BENT ON BUILDING RATHER THAN DESTROYING --

THINKING RATHER THAN SHOUTING -- STANDING UP FOR WHAT IS

RIGHT AND DENOUNCING WHAT IS WRONG -- PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

| i
I
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INSTEAD OF TAKINGIT ALL APART. ONE OF THE PROBLEMS WITH
SOME OF US IS THAT WE HAVE HAD JUST ENOUGH INJECTIONS OF

LEADERSHIP TO KEEP US FROM CATCHING THE REAL THING. TOO MAN )

TIMES WE FORGET ABOUT SERVING AND GIVING.

Y

AS W.C. HANDY ONCE SAID LIFE IS SOMETHING LIKE THIS TRUMPET --

1F YOU DON'T PUT ANYTHING IN IT YOU DON'T GET ANYTHING OUT. A

 ————

There are many of us who believe that black and white

leadership must present the kind of courage to praise as well as

criticize. This leadership must also present the kind of courg’gg'

to stand up for what is ¥right and denounce what is wrong. America

THE KIND OF LE&DERSHIP WE ARE TALKING ABOUT REQUIRES

BRAINS AND HARD, UNGLAMOROUS WORK. IT REQUIRES UNDERSTANDING

OF HUMAN NATURE. THIS KIND OF LEADERSHIP REQUIRES MUCH MORE

THAN ORATORICAL EXCELLENCE.




CONTRARY TO THE CONTENTIONS OF SOME, AFRO-AMERICANS
AREN'T MANUFACTURED ON ASSEMBLY LINES, LIKE AUTOMOBILES.,

THEY, LIKE ALL OTHER PEOPLE, ARE PRODUCTS OF VARYING "

BACKGROUNDS (SdME RURAL, SOME URBAN, SOME WELL-TO-DO,

SOME POOR), i—IA.RBQR DIFFERING AMBITIONS, POSSESS VARYING

. CAPACITIES.




THE COMMON DEN‘OMINATOR IS RACE. BUT THERE ARE THOSE
AMONG US WHO FEEL COMPELLED TO SHATTER EVEN THAT WITH 7
RACIAL NAME-CHANGES, PHONY FADS AND REPREHENSIBLE ATTEMPTS
TO "PROVE'" THAT ONE GROUP-YOUNG VS.‘ OLDER, BLACK VS. NEGRO,
BEARDED VS. CLEAN-SHAVEN -- IS SUPERIOR TO ANOTHER, POSSESSING
ALL THE COURAGE, INTELLIGENCE AND TgE MAGIC WANI?/%f;:fosi-’f.:
SUCCESS. : :

NOT SO. NOT SO AT ALL. NEVER WAS; NEVER WILL BE., WE
MUST UNDERSTAND THAT ALL OF US HAVE A CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE.

IT IS ONE THING TO EXPLOIT THE EMOTIONS OF PEOPLE. IT IS
ANOTHER TO TRANSFORM EMOTIONS INTO THE BUILDING OF SOMETHING
CONCRETE AND LASTING.

BLACK PRIDE IS ONE OF THOSE THINGS WE MUST CONTINUE TO

BUILD. AND WE DON'T BUILD BLACK PRIDE BY BURNING DOWN



=%
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.
TO BUILD BLACK PRIDE WE MUST FIRST LEARN THE FUNDAMENTALS
OF SELF-RESPECT. WE MUST LEARN TO ASCERTAIN THOSE ACTIONS
WHICH ARE WORTHY OF US AS HUMAN BEINGS, THEN WE MUST GO
ON TO DETERMINE WHICH TYPES OF ACTIONS ARE MOST ADVANTAGEQUS
TO US AS A PEOPLE,
WE MUST DECIDE THAT CERTAIN THINGS ARE BENEATH US AND
REFRAIN FROM THEM. A PROUD MAN MUST ALWAYS BE ABLE TO
SAY, TO HIMSELF AND OTHERS, THAT THERE ARE CERTAIN CONDITIONS
HE WILL NOT TOLERATE AND CERTAIN ACTIONS HE WILL NOT TAKE.
AFTER SELF-RESPECT WE MUST LEARN RESPECT FOR OTHERS.
A PERSON WHO IS SURE OF HIS OWN IDENTITY WILL SCRUPULOUSLY
GUARD THE RIGHTS OF OTHERS. BLACK PEOPLE AND ALL AMERICANS

MUST LEARN TO RESPECT THE IDENTITY AND RIGHTS OF EACH OTHER.



WE SHOULD NOT LOOK AT OUR BROTHER AS BEING BENEATH
US BECAUSE HE LACKS OUR ADVANTAGES OR EDUCATION. HE HAS A

WORTH OF HIS OWN. WE MUST SEEK IT OUT.

FOR THE MOST PART, THE BLACK BROTHER IN THE GHETTO IS
NOT THERE OF HIS OWN CHOOSING. WE MUST UNDERSTAND HIS
FRUSTRATION AND WORK HARD AND ENDLESSLY TO EASE HIS PAIN.

EDUCATION IS AN IMPORTANT KEY TO PRIDE. KNOWLEDGE

OF HISTORY, AND THE ABILITY TO FIGHT THE BONDAGE WE HAVE

SHARED COME FROM EDUCATION. INCREASED MATERIAL ADVANTAGE,

USED PROPERLY, IS A POWERFUL WEAPON IN THE STRUGGLE FOR

JUSTICE. THIS CAN ONLY BE GAINED THROUGH EDUCATION.

BLACK PRIDE IS MORE THAN WEARING A NATURAL OR A DASHHIKI.

IT IS THE FUNDAMENTAL COURAGE THAT REFUSES TO ALLOW YOU

i—
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TO BOW YOUR HEAD IN APOLOGY FOR EXISTING. i



IT IS THE COMPASSION AND EMPATHY THAT ALLOWS YOU TO
LOOK AT YOUR BROTHER IN THE DARKEST GHETTO, NOT WITH
DISGUST, BUT WITH UNDERSTANDING OF HIS TRIALS, AND HIS
DIMMING HOPE.

BLACK PRIDE IS KNOWING YOURSELF, AND NOT BEING AFRAID
TO BE YOURSELF. OUR PAST AND OUR PRESENT ARE FULL OF
BRIGHT WONDERFUL THINGS. WE MUST BAND TOGETHER TO BRING
TO ALL AMERICA AND TO THE WORLD THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOOD
THINGS IN OUR PAST. WHILE WE NEVER SHOULD FORGET THE SOUND
OF THE CLINKING CHAINS OF SLAVERY WE SHOULD NOT USE THIS
SOUND AS A MEANS OF BUILDING HATE. HATE DESTROYS.

AS A LAST STEP TO PRIDE WE MUST BECOME MINDFUL OF OUR
POWER. WE HAVE POWER BOTH ECONOMICALLY AND POLITICALLY.
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IF WE AS PEOPLE USED THIS POWER TO OUR BEST ADVANTAGE

/?“{

WE COULD OVERCOME THE HATREDS THAT SURROUND US WITHIN |
A %
¥

30 DAYS. g
(V]

NONETHELESS, WE MUST TELL OUR PEOPLE THE TRUTH. WE y
MUST TELL THEM THAT TO HAVE OUR VOTES COUNTED BY ONE GROUP

BEFORE WE GET IN THE VOTING BOOTH IS NOT ONLY POLITICALLY

UNSOUND AND UNSENSIBLE BUT DAMAGING TO THE HOPES AND,

vt e ”:24‘:2«

ASPIRATIONS OF BLACKS EVERYWHERE., WE MUST TELL THEM ,m“

g

n
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THAT WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO SUPPORT OUR INSTITUTIONS WITH
MORE THAN NICKELS, DIMES AND QUARTERS. WE MUST TELL THEM
THAT NO MATTER HOW DISTASTEFUL LAW AND ORDER WITH JUSTICE
SOUNDS TO SOME BLACKS WE MUST ASSIST IN THE EFFORTS TO REDUCE
CRIME SINCE WE ALMOST ALWAYS END UP ON THE CASUALITY LIST.

THEY MUST BE TOLD THAT THE OLD LABELS OF LIBERAL, MODERATE



31 -
AND CONSERVATIVE{ HAVE LITTLE OR NO MEANING TO US ANYMORE.
MAINLY BECAUSE WE ARE NOW THINKING FOR OURSELVES AND NO
MATTER HOW LIBERAL A PERSON OF THE OPPOSITE RACE IS HE
CANNOT BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND OUR PROBLEMS THE WAY WE WHO
LIVE THROUGH THEM CAN. WE MUST IMPRESS UPON OUR PEOPLE
THAT THE ONE THING THAT MATTERS MOST IS NOT WHAT SOMEONE
SAID OR HOW EMOTIONAL HE WAS IN SAYING IT, BUT WHAT HE DID --
WHAT ACTION HE TOOK AND WHAT IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS HE
PRODUCED.
WE MUST TELL THE SLUMLORD, THE DRUG PEDDLERS, THE » el
THUGS, MUGGERS AND THIEVES THAT THEY MUST SHIP OUT AND
SHIP OUT NOW. WE WILL NO LONGER TOLERATE OUR HOMES BEING
ROBBED, OUR DAUGHTERS AND WIVES RAPED AND OUR CHILDREN PUT

INTO THE NEVER RETURN LAND OF DRUGS. IT CAN BE STOPPED. IT



S

i
SHOULD BE STOPPED. BUTIT CAN ONLY HAPPEN IF WE MAKE A
LAST DITCH STAND INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLECTIVELY AND LET OUR
VOICES AND VOTES BE HEARD.

THIS IS A NEW ERA -- NO MORE DRAMA -- NO MORE RHETORIC.
THIS IS NOT A TIME FOR POLITICANS TO SEE HOW MANY BLACK OR
WHITE BABIES THEY CAN KISS -- OR TAKE OFF THEIR COAT AND TIE

AND WALK THRU THE GHETTO. AND YOU KNOW WE HAVE BEEN_-
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STUDIED TO DEATH. §
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THIS IS A TIME WHEN WE MUST ASK THE HARD PROBING QUES‘TIOI\?S
ABOUT THEIR NOW PLAN TO IMPROVE OUR QUALITY OF LIFE. NOT
NEXT YEAR OR THE YEAR AFTER BUT NOW.

I AM SURE THAT MANY OF YOU IAVE HEARD ABOUT SOME OF THE
POSITIVE STEPS OF THIS ADMINISTRATION. INCREASED FUNDING FOR

BLACK COLLEGES; MORE BLACKS IN TOP POSITIONS THAN EVER



BEFORE; 8 TIMES MORE MONEY TO ENFORCE THE CIVIL RIGHTS
LAWS (602 MILLION 1973).

FIFTY TIMES MORE BLACKS AT THE WHITE HOUSE ITSELF THAN
ALL OTHER ADMINISTRATIONS PUT TOGETHER.

FOR THE‘ FIRST TIME, MAJOR MONEY FOR FIGHTING SICKLE
CELL ANEMIA; A COMMITMENT TO ELIMINATE HUNGER iN AMERICA
BACKED UP BY MORE THAN 4 BILLION DOLLARS.

I AM NOT HERE TO TELL YOU WE HAVE DONE ENOUGH IN THESE
OR OTHER AREAS. BUT WE HAVE DONE MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE
~ AND WE INTEND TO KEEP BUILDING ON THE UNKEPT PROMISES OF
THE PAST TO BLACKS AND OTHER DISADVANTAGE IN OUR COUNTRY.

IT WILL BE DONE WITH DEEDS AND ACTION -- NOT SPEECHES.
~ FORAN
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I WOULD LIKE TO‘ CLOSE WITHi'i‘}ﬂS THOUGI;IT FROI\/; PRESIDENT
NIXON WHEN HE SAID NOT TOO LONG AGO, "IT IS NO LONGER ENOUGH
TO LIVE AND LET LIVE. NOW WE MUST LIVE AND HELP LIVE."
ABOVE ALL, LET US INSPIRE YOUNG AMERICANS WITH A SENSE
OF EXCITEMENT, A SENSE OF DESTINY, A SENSE OF INVOLVEMENT

IN MEETING THE CHALLENGES WE FACE IN THIS GREAT PERIOD OF

OUR HISTORY. ONLY THEN ARE THEY GOING TO HAVE ANY SENSE
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OF SATISFACTION IN THEIR

LIVES. THE GREATEST PRIVILEGE

AN INDIVIDUAL CAN HAVE IS TO SERVE IN A CAUSE BIGGER/gII-%lRAI'\‘IO’%é\
/ <\
(&

HIMSELF. WE HAVE SUCH A CAUSE.
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