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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCH.. 
WASHiNGTON, D.C. 2.0:';00 

CONFIDENTIAL/GDS April 21, 1976 

Nationa~ Secl.!:.~iJ:LDecision IVfernorandurn 326 

TO: The Vice President 
The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Attor ney General 
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Director, Office of Management and Budget 
The Director, Arrns Control and Disannament Agency 
The Assist2.nt to the President for National Security Affai! 

SUBJECT: Functions and Organizations of National 
Security Council Sub- Groups 

I have reviewed the organization and functions of the various sub­
groups of the National Security Council and have made the following 
determinations: 

The functions of the Senior Review GrouE. will remain as described 
in the second and third para.graphs of National Security Decision 
MenlOrandum.85. It will continue to be chaired by the Assistant to 
the President for National Security Affairs and its membershi.p will 
include: 

The Deputy Secretary of State 
The Deputy Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Chairn"1.an, ·Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Depending on the issue under consideration, other agencies shall 
be represented at the discretion of the Chairn"1.an. 
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The V~!ifj~ation P_~neLMll cO.ntinue to periorrll the basic technical 
analysis to help develop choices and proposals for strategic arms 
limitatiorc~ approaches to lllutllal and balanced force reductions 
in Europe, and other major arnlS control subjects. This analysis 
will include the verification. requirements which must accompany 
a.rms lin1.itations and the capabilities of weapons systems whose 
lilllitation is being considered. It will be chaired by the Secretary 
of State in his capacity as a member of the National Security 
Council. Its mem.bership will incll1.de: 

The Deputy Secreta ry of State 
The Deputy Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Chairrnan, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
The Director, AnTIS Control and Disarmament Agency 
The As sistant to the Pre sident for National Security Affair: 

Those portions of the Memorandum of July 21, 1969~ signed by the 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs, and of National 
Security Study Memoranda 92 and 128 which relate to the organization or 
.functions of the Verification Panel are. superseded by this Decision 

1,1emorandum. 

The Defense Program Review COITlmittee, established by National 
Security C~uncil Memorandum 26, shall be reconstituted as the 
Defense Review Panel. The Panel will review major defense policy 
and program issues which have strategic, political, diplomatic and 
econom.ic ilTIplications in relation to overall national priorities. The 
Defense Review Panel will be chaired by the Secretary of Defense in 
his capacity as a lTIember of the National Security Council. Its 
membership will include: 

The Deputy Secretary of State 
The Deputy Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
The Director, Qffice of Management and Budget ':' 
The Assistant to the President for National Security Affair­

[~C For consideration of matters having budgetary implications .. ] 

Depending on the issue under consideration, other agencies shall be 
Tepre senied at the discretion of the Chairnlan. 

National Security Decision MelTIOrandum 26 is hereby superseded by 


this Decision Iv1en1.orandum. 
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The Washin~>;,!_~~_Ei.E~~!91.ji. ctions GFouP will continue to develop 
options for irnplementation of decisions during crises and for 
integrating the political and n~ilitary requirernents of crisis 
action. It will be chaired by the Secretary of State in his capacity 
as a m,em.ber of the National Security Council. Its tTIembership 
will consist of: 

The Deputy Secretary of State 
The Deputy Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
The Assistant to the President for National Security Affai r, 

That portion of the Mcrnorandum of May 16, 1969, signed by the 
As sisLLnt to the FlOC sident for National Security Affairs, which 
relates to the organiza.ti.on and functions of the Group is superseded 
by this Decision :tvlemoraadum. 

The 40 C_omnli_tte~, is hereby abolished. It is replaced by the 
O]2erations hdvL~_~!LGrou12' established by Executive Order 11905 
of February 18, 1976. 

This group will review and advise the President on covert operations 
and certain sensitive foreign intelligence collection missions. It will 
be chaired by the Assistant to the President for National Security 
Affairs and its membership will be as follows: 

The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Observers: 

The Attorney Gene ral 
The Director, Office of Management and Budget 

The Intel1!:Ecnce Committee, established by the President's MemorandUlTI 
of November 5, 1971, is hereby abolished. 

The Commi!_tee on FOrE;if;n Intel!iG_~nce was established by Executive 
Order 11905 and its duties are as described in the Executive Order. 
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It is chaired by the Director of Centl°al Intelligence and its mernber­
ship consists of: 

The Deputy Secj<etary of Defense for Intelligence 
The Deputy AE;sistant to the President for 

National Security Affairs 

The functions and membership of the Unc.Lc_r Secre_~~ri~s Co~!~~_(.:... 
will rer:nain as described in National Security Decision MenlOra.nda 
2 and 8. It will be cha.ired by the DE~~puty Secretary of State. 

The functions and membership of the six standing Interdet?~E~m(~E.~~.l 
Group~v;[ill rernain as described in National Security Decision 
Mem.orandum 2. The five geographic Groups will be chaired by t~l.e 
appropriate geographic Assistant Secretary of State. The Inter­
departmental Group for Political-I\1ilitary Affairs will be chaired 
by a repJ~esentative of the Secretary of D(:fense. 




