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This interview is being conducted with Mrs. Collins Clark in’her
home in Grand Rapids, Michigan on January 29, 1980.° The interviewer
is Dr. Thomas Soapes. Present for the interview are Dr. Soapes and
Mrs. Clark. K B \ ' -

SOAPES: - . Are you a native of Grand Rééidsg;‘

CiARK: | LN@,‘;fyaS<Bo;n in Léke‘Forest,;Illinois. But, yes,
‘youkﬁigﬁt say I &és!a,ﬁgéiie 6f‘Gfand Rapids because we came here
whén‘£ was fiyg and ﬁeée here ﬁntii I was a senlor in high school,
and then we left,g’lfwent 6n‘with my profession of &énce teaching
in Toledo, Ohio wiﬁh‘thé conservatorimthere, and theﬂ'from there to
Cﬁicago. I was‘there,for about tén'years and then.came back to
Grand Rapids and took over the senior work af the Travis Studio
'from‘which I‘héd éraduated and also the office, buéihess and so
forth, for Miss Travis. And ﬁhat's when I met Betty for the first
time. ‘She‘was aﬂstudent at ﬁhe stu&io'and was my pupil.

SOAPES: This would have béen during her high school years?
CLARK% This was during her high»school years, yes. She
_had graduated the spring before I céme back to take over the office
and the senior wpfk gpdbalso sémé{o? fhe gtaduafes, of course, of
which she was one. Most of herxﬁqu with me waé iﬁ ballroom dahcing.
Miss Travis had one of the officials fromAthe'progfam at Bennington
CQllege visit the studio, and she and one 6f the ofher:;tudentS'in
 the class were chosen to attend the suﬁﬁér §essipns in dance. And
thatfyas whgre she became so intéfésted iﬂ*ihe Martha Graﬁamrsystem
of dancing and went on to New York;andgprocﬁred 5bjob’there int

modeling, and in that way pai&_fo;_hgr}l;ssogsﬁgith Martha and



became part of the in-town company. So when she came back to Grand

Rapids, she interested me in that form of dancé. We had had a little

of it here, but not to the extent that Martha went into it. We got

together a group of gals who were also interested and Betty directed

ué, and we appeared several places here in town.

SOAPES: “*So you had a reversal'of roles there: She became

the teacH§r. |

CLARK: ‘She became the teachér, ;ight - - and excellent, too.

Of courée, j;si’being'able to‘watch he;A-do these things with such

ease, I fhihkvif inspired evérybody. So we had quite‘an intergsted

group. Inﬁﬁact,ﬂwé héq seyeral éeoplerwho would‘have liked to have

been in’onAﬁhéigroup; and we had to pick and chooée.

SOAPES: .‘j Wﬁen you'firét met hé}; whatftraits stood out?

%'<CLARK: . I tﬁink‘perhaps the fac£ that she was ablé to be
’maturé inasmuch as sﬁé could make her own decisions, and yet at

the Same time she was evyery bit t£e eighteen year old, seventeen,

eighteen year old‘that you would expect a young girl of her beauty

and grace to be. I had had her in mind from the beginning of

meéting her and seeing how she opergted around the studio to

take my place at this private camp in Wisconsin as the dancing

instruct;r, which she did become after a short while.

SOAPES: . What was the name of that cam§? 

CLARK: “ vCamp~Bryn Afon. It's a Welsh pronunciation. It's

a private camp that was owned by a Detroit woman and extremely



exclusive, I might say. Jénd Betty did a very'beehtiful job as an
instructress ﬁp therequf‘a'couﬁlezof years, and- then camerbaek to
Grand Rapids and became ithlved more and more with herffeehion
cpoteiheting and that eortiof thing, And, of course, it wasn't
too{leng before she and“jetty were an item. \From,there on‘oﬁt,you
know the story. |

£

SOAPES 7 Did you know her during her first marriage? ’

CLARK: " Yes, I did. I knew her first husband also.
SOAPES: 1 know, of course, that the break up of a marriage

1é an unpleasant affeir,‘but did she telk to you about her eomestic
probleme?- - - o
CLA&K: ‘T Yes, I was well awate of them. In fact i‘ﬁas with

" her encouple of times when there were some uhfortuhate things that

_had to be discussed and she wanted a little back up. It was just as

she said in her book They were very young and he was very ambitious

and the sky was'the limit as far as he was concerned. But not having

the shy left Betty;a greatyﬂealAto’do in order teieﬁiport this ambition i
of his, which was not right for a)igﬁhg’gal that;ﬁanted'e faﬁ;lj end'a

staid, depeneable’hushand. Bpt it was a f;ieh&ly,separetioh. It Qes

~ for the hest;anywey you 1ooke& at it. ; o |

SOAPES: ‘But you were the one}a:oundhhertto be a dry,shoulderJ

when 1tfﬁas neeesserf? | : ’ | ; |

CLARK: fes;;right. ‘The mothet fiéure;

SOAPES: Did you participate in local politics?
‘ ; o " M
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CLARK: ) Ivdid not until Betty asked me at this particular
time if I would'b;‘interestgd or if I would, "Please do!" 1I don't
believe she even bothergd to ask me if I would be interested. She
just said, "Plea§é‘wouldnyou bgréhé head of the women's division
for Jer;y's'cémséign." .iﬁ,was, of “course, during that time of

the year when I had nojé£udio activities aﬁd I was able to do so.
But I went in there,like a complete novice; I had never been

politically minded at all.

SOAPES: . “For the record, I'll note your name at that time was
DeFreest. |

CLARK: DeFreest, fight.

SOAPES: | Those who will see your name on letterheads willyknow

that your name is ﬁow Clark, and that you are the same person. What
kind of ﬁdrk did you do? You became head of the women's committee.
CLARK: 1 gathered together all the female population that I
could lay my hands oh, Republican, that I could coerce or otherwise
interest in working for Jerry, such as sending out letters. And we
did sort of, I don't know what they call that offhand, where you write
to ten of your firends in town or surrounding area that would be
supporting Jerry in .the campaign and they-write'to ten of theirs.

So it was a sort of an on-going affair. o

SOAPES: ~ Sort of a political’chain letter.

CLARK: kight, that's exactly it. Jack Stiles, who was the

head of the entire campaign, the overall head, had.ten ideas a day.




And we'd get in the office and immediately Jack would sit down’ and
away we'd 80. He bounced ideas off of us. Of course,. my being such
a novice I thought that everything he said was,‘"Oh, yes this is
exactly what we're going~to do," until somebody said. "Just listen;n

: 'You'll find out. that one or two of those things will come true. The'~
rest of them you can. just bury, or forget But, as time went on,'I
became, of course, most interested most particularly because of

‘ Jerry s character Thereywasn 't anyway that you could look at that
young man and not- know that every word he said came right from his
heart. There was no falsifying or no putting on of any false front.
Anything he talked on he knew about - - it was e1ther through .personal
contact or through extensive reading and studying all angles of govern— fﬁ
ment. And the. very fact that Arthur Vandenberg had ‘chosen him above
quite a number of young prom131ng politicans, already politicans, to
get into the fifth district& representative in Congress, it meant a
lot. And I think that most of the people who worked for him - - I
would say all of the people - - felt the same way about Jerry. there

" was no pretense there. We were most pleased to do anything we could
to further his career, and did. | ’

SOAPES: As you were directing the work of the women's committee
and you were finding these ten friends here and ten friends there,were
you looking for any particular type of person to work with you‘7

CLARK: Well, of course, we wanted those who were,interested'

enough to not just hit a one time setup that we might have advanced

through the office and those who were more: or less women of note in

-




the town or towns that would be listened to if they sent out any.form
of letter or in telephone calls or anything of the sort, they wog;dn't )
be ignored. It wouldn't be one of those, "Oh, yes, um-hum, yes," and
forget it. So that they were more or less the women‘of the town who
were well-known. But the one who really went on with it and did the
most and is still doing it was a young married woman that came here

. to town with her husband and hadn't been here'more(than jusf a few
months. We had run into them, my husband and myséif, thrqugh our love
of boats, and’ they had purchased a boat knowing little or nothing about
how to operate it. And through our stepping in there and helpipg them
out I was askéd by Carol Josephson if she couldn't do something‘down
there in Jerry's campaign in the hut, someway or other. ‘And I éaid,_,
o “Surely; come on’doﬁnu You can start out by stuffing envelopes.‘
Everybody starts ou£ thét‘way." She now iﬁ the head of ;he state
Federation of Repgblican Women. So you.can see thrqugh all of theée
years, the years 1948 to 1980 and on, Carol has kept it up. So

that anything that she ééks me to do I féél obligated, more or less,
and I'm vgryihapﬁy to do it for her.

SOAPES: You mentioned the famous Quonset ﬁut. ’Can you describe
the interior of that, how it was set up, what it looked like when you
stepped in the door?’ |

CLARK: We had a couple of card tébles in the front there with
some chairs around, and I was usually stationed more or less jqu‘iﬁside
the door, so that anybody stepping in that we didn't know personally,

that came in with wide eyes and wonderment, I could introduce myself




and welcome‘theﬁ to the plgce,fgég their names and so: forth and
find out what_they were particularly'interestedyin - - if it was
helping us outkor they wanted,to meet Jérry or Jack or whoever
was in there or just wandered in to look it over. We had a per-
manent secretary aﬁd several'phones. Jerry had a cubicle for his
office, and Jack had one for his. It was just set up in very

" light furniture, you know, typicél»Quonset hdt, just exactiy és'

you%remember the appearance of a Quonset hut. It was a small

building.

SOAPES: About how big was it on the interior?

CLARK: "~ Well, truthfully I couldn't give you the dimensions,
but it wasn't exactly - - oh, I don't know, what we ;ay, twenty feet

long. And, I believe, it looked like about twenty feet wide, too.
SOAPES: It was verykplainly furnished. |

CLARK: Oh, yes, yes. There was no attempt tokdo any fanciness.
Jerry's picture was painted on the fromt of the building, and it was
done very nicely. Then it said, ''FORD FOR CONGRESS" on the side.

It was after he had been in Congress that he had the buseé and so
forth and used to take off out in the county. One day during the
campaign I drove somebody else's car with a blaring horn and the
record going and a live promoter sitting’neit to me all around the
downtown area of Grand Rapids.‘jihis was towards the,epdi towards

"~ the fatal day of thevoting. Thét was -the way we used3£0'get §;ound.

Of course, any of the county peoplefthat‘wagted h}m to come out and




speak, which was constantly,‘we'dpsee;that transportation was
furnished. But we had everything at our finger tips ag far as
volunteering of material and that sort of thing was concerned, and
we ‘were very happy witéﬁour help through dOnatlons also. Of course,
Al-we had quiteua number oi‘people who ‘had known Jerry's mother and
'jfather, and they had knoWn Jerry since he was knee-hlgh, and all
'of his brothers. So they ‘were very happy to chip in a few dollars
here and there. It did helpma great deal.

'SOAPES: - '} Soigetting volnnteer help vasn't~a problem?

 CLARK: g No, it truly wasn't. We had a cross-section of
every area of the town and the county, and we really felt that.

we were well represented in every field of business and arts so
forth‘and so. on.

SOAPES! h What abont representation from the ethnic groups

of the town?

. CLARK: We had great representation. The black community
vas behind Jerry one hundred percent. And we had some very wonder-
ful people that used to offer their help and did help us. Another
thing about Jerry, a plus, there was no color line and there never

. had been from thevtime he was in school right straight through. In
fact, one of his friends in school during, as I understand, I didn't
know him at that time, but during his primary grades was a black boy,

and he was very close..

SOAPES: , I wasn't aware of that. What about some of the other
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ethnic groups here’in Grand Rapids, the Polish community and the
Lithuanian community that were supposedly under the thumb Qf.[FranlD.]
McKay? o | |
CLARK: Well, ﬁcKay didn't.figure into this setup really as
much’ as YOQQWiSht imagine, knowiﬁg'a 1itfle of tﬁe history of Grand
Rapids andﬁhowﬂin future years there would be some trouble. But in
fhat instance,‘go:"They seemed to all get behind qegry. I think
because ‘they all realized.that here was an honeét, £fﬁe-speaking
young man that was going to do somgthing ip Congress’fpr‘this area.
And it wasn't thathr.h[Bartel J.] Jonkman;had not done'ﬁhings in
.. former years, but it was)time for a change. And iFAcopldﬁ't.have
come at a better time thankwhgn»ierry was able to étepﬂfo:war&'and o
éffer,himself. |
SOAPES: ‘ So it is your recollec;ion that the McKay image was
not a dominate one in’this campaign?# |
CLARK: ~ No, ho,‘not at all, I don't recall‘éﬁen discussing
that with anyone, fruthfully. Because whatever axe McKay had to
grind didn't seem to comé iﬁtotwhat Jerry was representing. It might
have iater, I don't know. As I say, i didn't go on. The only thing
I did do after Jerry was elected td Congress was take out his petitions
and have them signed as he was‘re—elected.‘ But outside of that, politics
was out of my life. I just’stuck to my déncing, my teaching.
SOAPES: We were talking about well-known people in the

community. Of course, the'Ford‘family was reasonably well-known,

-weren't they?



K3

CLARK: y (Verj welljknown, l should say. rDorothy‘and Gerald,r
-Senior were very'active. éerald Senior had a group that I worked
for that got VOlunteers for various businesses here in town. Of -
course, thlS being during the war, some of their peoole had long

‘ gone -or there was not money available and they needed people to
help. So we had typis;sqand telephone operators and various types
of people in the hnsiness‘world that could offer some time;. He
started this office goipng. I frankly can't;rememher thé;name of

it at the present time; but I became interested‘in that and went
down and supervised under this one gal who was the head'of_the whole
thing and did my stint on that for a rew:years:while it was going.
But Dorothy, of course, was wery actiue in many charitable organi-
zations and adored the children and most oarticularly would spend
her time" with the children ‘S organlzations to. help in whatever way
she_could. And her dear darling grandchildren were the apple of
her eye. | 7
‘SoAPES: — The activities on election day, can you recall how
you spent that election day? I'm talking ahOut thenprinary'when
he‘defeated Jonkman. |
CLARK: , Yes, very_well. We were, of course, sitting on edge.
The first part of the day - - just get over there and_vote and try
to help out all you could Be down at theyhut{and any calls that
were coming in, anyone that called and wanted transportation to

their voting place, we would see that they received it. We did
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some phoning to various and<sun&fy people just to jagk them up,
be sure that'the;e weré‘no stqneé 1ef; unturned. Ana then that
evening we star;e&bfb”aésémble over at Jack éﬁd Phoebe Stiles
because thaE;was“%herarwe were going to hggr all Qf*the results.
It was ali»gqiﬁg,torbe;ghe biglgﬁtﬁering of all the people who
had worked sc hard and had been living-in each other's mouths

all those months. Of course, our spirits were way up there: we
were jusg su;e; £he;e5wasn't any doubt - - that, of course, he
was going to be electéd. Ev;n though there was no doubt, nat-
urally we were all waiting for the final words. And'when they
came, tﬁere was one wonderful roar of happinéss.f“Right up to
the last minute, Jerry was out smiling and campaigning.

SOAPES: You meﬁtioned Jack Stiles as somebody who héd\;gn,
ideas a day. That suggests to me an individual who was very
energetic and w;s at the job, himself, all day long.

CLARK: Yes, he was. I don't believe Jack ate, sleﬁt,
drank or lived anything but the Ford campaign for Congress during
the whole while he was involved, which was from the very begiﬁning.
And he firmly believed in every angle and was coming up with new
ones, as I say, ten new ones everyday, which was smart. It was

a good way to work, because as he bounced them off our ears, if
anyone had any addition to some particular thing‘that he had
’théught might be a good way to go or if someone said, "Oh, no,

that isn't going to work out,” because of this, that or the
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other,‘he,wpuld listen. It'wguld eﬁﬁmupitﬁatJWe would be proﬁoting
something fhat was instrumental and being of some help.

SOAPES: So the campaign was run on sort of a conéensps of those
who were in the leadership positionms. 7 |
CLARK: . Ygs, right, with Jack being the head of théﬁéﬁéle thing,
énd then Jerry, of course. None of this was ever done without it all
being presented to Jerry first, because he had his ideas too:. He
didn't want to have some high-flying idea go oﬁt and traverse . the

town and then it not be a success or have a lot of flack over it and
have it come back and sié in his 1ap,\which was ﬁnder;tandable.
Because a bunch of eager beavers such as we were could get into a-
sticky situation that we might not realize at the time, step on j:.
somebody's toes and they'd shriek and yell. Jerry, as I éay, had

the final say so. But there were véry few;things that were ever
presehted that Jerry objected to. He went on his way;doing'things
that he could do best, which was speaking before the ;arious groups
that were gotten togethe? throughout the county, not only Kenf County,
of course, but Ottawa too at that time. Then we went on our way
doing our own jobs.

SOAPES : Did he ever attend these morning sessions?

éLARK:. Yes. We had several meetings hhgfe heuﬁéuld talk to

us and a little encouragement was given. rIf somebody 1o§ked as though
they'weren't gétting their‘particuiar job doneror;they were ggttiﬁg

some flack from someAangléLi Yes, we were always able“to get to Jerry,
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too, if in anyway we were worried abou; any particular thing4or an
ove:éll subject. Bué, no, it wasn't’a case'wherg he was hidiﬁg in 
the back room or letting Jack handle everything. |

SOAPES: _ But generally the suggesfions cqming frop ysu;,g:oup,
 ﬁoﬁ1d go through Jack Sfiles to him,

CLARK:: " Right.

SOAPES: Do you remember any ideas fhaf you as a group decided
‘to do that just failed miserably? .

CLARK: " Not off hand, truly, becauge_;heSe were hashed over

80 well and everybody had theif twé éénts ﬁorth to but in that I think
it got to that point, knowing Jerry and Jerry's character and so forth,
- there wasn't very much that you could come up with that wouia bélfgri
out or something.that would be knocked down by preéépting it to the
puBlicxin general.. You knew ius; agoutphow'%affwe could go, apd we
knew that principallykﬁecauge Jerry beinggthé ﬁan that he was.urNone
Qf us tﬁét yorked for him and"worked forféhis éémpaign were interested
in doing any,géﬁ*out little tricks. f

SOAPES£ B {L There was no diftx triqkq;qr —’—’

CLARK: Np§ no way. :He?wpuldn;f.haVe;stood{for a second of
that in the first plaée, and none‘of us that worked for him were
interested in doing that. Aﬁd if there was anyone in thattgroup

you can bet‘they;didth last very lomng. .Aﬁd I can't reéall_anybody
offhand, myself — — of course that's 80 many years baék.‘.No,-eyéry—-

one that was there was determined that this .was the way that things
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were going to go - - on an honest basis. ;

SOAPES: One of the things that frequently happens in any

organization is that there are sometimes some personality conflicts
or somebody gets mad and has to leave. Did you have any episddes’

'tof that in this campaign’ | 7

CLARK: - No, I don t remember a single one. If they came in

to work and they found out that they couldn't put in that much timek

or they weren 't that interested politlcally and they might have

dthought - - they don't need me, they 've got all of theSe other

. people and there s no doubt in the world that Jerry s going to be

elected - then they would just step out. But I never*had any
occasion to witness any anger, any disgust, or any disagreement?
‘with our bqlicy. ?erhaps there might have been'something,phut-if B
there was I'm not aware of 1it, and it certainiy couldn't have been
very important if I didn't hear about it.

SOAPES:  One of the criticisms that was leveled at Ford after
he was weil—hnown on the national scenekwasfthat he was such a lousy
speechmaker. Did this‘ever come up in the campaign for Congress?
CLARK: ‘ vweil, the‘one‘thinthhat we_nsed to keep saying to
him, and whenever:We sat and listened to him speak, we kept praying
he wouldn't use his,hands. He was a great one for emphasizing
everything with his hand motions. We used to Suggest all kinds of .
things to _keep his hands quiet - - q’]‘.asp them in the back; grab hold

of the lecturn or whatever it is you are speaking before; stiéh them
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in your pochets but’not ohviously so that they can tell you're |
standing there ﬁithgyour hands in your poekets. But‘keep your
hands out of the action Let“them eoncentratevon your speech,

your mouth and your general appearance in that fashion. And he

did as time went on, which was natural and as all of us saw

pémwhen~he got into the pre51dency, as time went on and he spoke

so frequently and you would see him 50 frequently, he did learn .

to. keep those hands quiet He learned a little bit in the be-
ginning but not as much as we - - we” hopped on him so-often the
poor fellow, I think he got a little annoyed after a while - -
"What are hands made for?"

SOA?ES: Did you ever just flat rehearse him on\a.speech?

CLARK : I didn't. I don't know whether Jack did or not, it
could have been, could easily have been. Probably Betts [Betty Ford]
might\have - - he might have rehearsed in front of her for’all I know.
Because,4of course, she being a fashion co-ordinator, she knew‘how
to teach movement. She had to speak announce. fashions " that were
being shown during the shows, and she might have, I don't know.

We never discussed that, but, could be. Somebody might have;stepped
in'there“and said, "Jerry, how would you like to have a little
‘coaching?" ‘One of the ones who could hayeﬁdone?it very nicely
k;ould have been Cal [Mrs. Paul] Goebe1>because of course, she

spoke, she wrote a column, and she gave book reviews and s0 forth. ‘

She could have helped out there and was a very close friend &’
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of Dorothy and Jerry Sr., both she and Paul, I mean Senior. But
as far as I know, no I don't recall that there was anyone just
willy nilly sitting down there saying, "Jerry, keep your haﬁds quiet."
He always had a very forceful manner of speaking, and I think it has
just grown with his experience.

SOAPES: Do you remember any feeling of frustration oﬁ the
éart of the campaign management that his speaking was not turning
on a crowd,.wasn't getting the job done?

CLARK: As far as the campaign was concerned, no, I don't
think so, because they were so delighted to see this young, honest,
open-faced, intelligent man stepping into this position where he

- had a chance to be elected fifth district representaﬁive in
Congress. I don't believe there was anything defogatory'in their
acceptance of him, thinking that he was a pdor speaker. I think
that was sort of as time went on after he got into Congress or
;érhaps not so much when he was just a congressman but as he
became more prominent and then the vice-presidency came up and
then the presidency; I think that those who were not Fordr
backers who were inclined to say, "He is no speaker." ’Well, I'd
;ather listen to Jerry hesitéte and‘givé a speech than listen to
the most oily téngued politician gét up there and know every word
and never miss a bgat and then wondér afterwards, what was that

he said? ﬁ

SOAPES: - How did the local;press react to his campaign?

g
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CLARK: _ Very well, very well. He got very good coverage,
both on the radio and in the paper. We had two papers at that time,

we had the Grand Rapids Herald and the Grand Rapids Press. So he had

a chance, two shots, plus, of couxse, the:spali—tgwn papers in the
surrounding areas that wefe i@peréstéd‘in ﬁis campaign. Apd they
all were, naturally, because Jonkman‘had<bggnwin fsr‘gomexwhile and
here at last was somethingvto look forward to;aﬁd;théy §Qu1dide1ve
into it, and thé§ did. Theg didn't hgsipaie invth;!léﬁét,; They
got every inch of publicity tﬁey couldidut 6f tha£? 

SOAPES: Then after Fordiﬁas elected, he had‘the job of keeping
his ties back here. How do you reéall‘him‘doing ﬁhat?

CLARK : He used to come hqme every énge in a while. And, of
course, during the recess of angress; ﬁe and Betty would come in

and stay here." They would be here during the recess, and he‘ﬁouldr
travel out into the counties and kept in touch with everybody. He
had a phenomenal memory for people and their names; it was astounding.
He hadrevidently made up his mind that he wasn't going to be one of
those kind that would meet somebody and the name would go in one ear
and out the other. He had ways of remembefing. I don't know how he
did it. But they woul& be éround for the time of the chgressiona1
recess. Those were the times when he would go out in~theicounty or'
go visit groups. And he had this bus thét they would mah; so he was

able to meet all of those engagements. There were many people who

were most interested in hearing what he had to say, what was going on
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up there in Washington And that was the one thing about Jerry

that I've always said and everyone else that I know of that favors
him, and they ‘are of course legion here in this area. ‘He was there
at the sessions of Congress, and if he by any chance could not be
there he saw to_it,that he'knew‘exactly what went on in every session.
He was an avid‘reader ~ - took all the newspapers. I swear, I don't
know how he got through them all. And he had a staE% that would cut
out and reserve the papers for him uo that he could read anything.
There was no phase of government that he didn't get into and at

L least be able to know, andvif he didn't know he didn't hesitate

to say, "L don't know all about;that that I should, but I certainly

" You c0uld

will look into it and see that you get your~answers,
write to. him and ask him to do anything for you, and he was right

on it. You'd get a letter bachsin very‘short order. 0ccasionally,
_when they“would;find out in’later years that I had been the campaign
. womenis committee head, during‘his initial voting into Congress, I
?,w0uldﬂget‘some snide remark passed I wouldvalways say, "If you ?,
"want to know how he stands on that particular subJect that you are
interested in and you thlnk that he is against that, or whatever
your thoughts are on him, you don t know him, so why don't you write
“him a letter and I'1l assure you, you will get the answer just exactly :
;as he thinks it out." And I had several people come to me and say, B

"I was dumbfounded - - such a wonderful letter and he explalned things

that I actually didn t know were true, and I was blaming him because
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he wasn't representing this particular thing that I was interested
in. So thaﬁ always made me feel good.

SOAPES: Getting back to the cémpaign for a minute. D%d he
make aﬁy special pitch té women or to women's issues? I knog they
weren't as prominent ;hen as they are now but was there any effort
then?

CLARK:. No, not other than hoping that we would be interested
and in continuing to support things that would‘include women. He
was always most interested in seeing that wémen played a role in
government. Of course in later years it was, as you say, much more
prominent a éﬁestionvand an issue. But Jerry never pooh-poohed any
of that and was very anxious, as I say, that women find a part in
government because there was much that a woman could do‘thgt ﬁight
bg even more appealing, naturally, to the rest of the women than
anyone wguld, offhand, think about,

SOAPES: Were you the only woman who was on the campaign

comnittee?
CLARK: Yes, as far as membershipfwas qoncerngd, I was it.

It didn't mean that there wereQ't~gals in there working, butﬂtherej
was never anybod§ that was of%icially4women'é c6mmi;tee except my-
self. And as I said, Carol JoSephSQﬁfWés the Onentﬁqtitﬁrned out
to be the prizesﬁossession thgt‘we had. - S

SOAPES: Even though yo;r portfblib wés thé womenfs committee,

you were involved in a great mahy other things in the campaign, other
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than just the‘women's activities.

CLARK: - Oh, yés. For instance, there were letters written
by various prominent local citizens and of téwn people'ana,sb on,

. and I w091d take"cafe of that end of thingsygften times aﬁd see tokg
’if that the{yhole thing wés puf together intOga ggckage and then
perhaps all méiled3;ut to whomever they,were Eé go. But anything
that came up that hgd to do with the Quonset hut, because I was
down there from eariy morning, snmetimes.we'd(opgn the placé; unfil
whatever time §e_decided to cut out.vy :

SOAPES: k_Sg.in‘additi;n to Eeing head of the women's com-
ﬁitteé, you were feally running the Quohsét hut in‘its routine
-operations. |

CLARK:“ . That's right;'thatfé right, yés. I was;élwaYs theré.
And if T wasn't, it was s;mebody ﬁhat ikhad‘seen to it wouid Ee;in‘myi
place, beéause, of course tﬁe.secreta;y ié busier than a;éne-armed
kpapef hanger with a typewriter. ’

SOAPES: How did'your.relationship with the Fords pfog:essr
‘,after he went to Congress? ‘ :

‘ CLARK?{ Weil, of course, their first child MicﬁaeL,hﬁho is

- now the minister, I am his godmother. ‘We képtlih tbuchlihrough
letters and phone calls and when they wou%d come home;yefglbe ‘
together. A;d then when Jack was born;’of course, just twbry;ars
leter, it was as though they were t&ins. And sb I treated thém as

though they were twins - - when one got.somgthing the other one got
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the very same thing. I sent them a play set, I remember one time,
one of these outdoor play sets, the swings, and the bars, and'Fhe
slides and so forth;’ And T had written and told Befty to be’sure
and tell the boys to be watching‘for thexdelive;y man, aﬁd I guess
the poor kidé sat out there on the curb_e;pecting‘them to arrive

~ any minute. And, oh, they were thrilied'to death. They had;all

the children in the neighborhood over there and I guess thatvpoor
thing really saw a lot of work. But Betty, of course, was alwéysk
iﬁterested when I put on my Spring shows from the dancing school.
Once in a while she would manégg to geét home for it. And anything
’that 1 was working on, choreographing or something of the sort for
my students(for the show, and if she ﬁould ﬁelp out in anyway through
Washiﬁgton; pictures or things of‘the sort, little articles and ideas,
sﬁe would send them on to me. ’So‘I keptrin~touch with everythiﬁg in
general and all of them. And they'd come here and Jerry would come
aloﬁg and wé would manage to shriek at gaéh other and wish tender
love and care to the rest of the family;‘ It's been a very close
assoclation all these Yearsran& I've been very propd;qf fhe'progreSS“
that Jerry has made and that Betty has been such a wonderful mother

‘ to those children. And it hasn't been easy with her illnesses.
; SOAPES: I was going to ask if you were able to watch how

she was able to adapt and react.

CLARK: - In the beginning when Jerry was away so muéh, you

know. And she was raising the children and she had that pinched
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nerve that developed inithe baek’of her neck, I said that I kuew
exactly how tha; happenedf; - in_e ﬁqment of anger probablw - -
heaven knows whet ﬁad”gdtten in there at that point to make her
“angry;‘ But,all”daneersffeel.Fhat they can conquer anything, nothing‘
ie too much for a daﬁce;.ielf you wisﬁ to raise a window, the window
wiil faiee,'ahd if it doesn't raise you better watch out - - it's
_1;g£;é torget,kicked oﬁf. But I said, "I knew exactly what eas’
(iﬁ”y?ur mind vhen yoquried to faise that window. It wogldn't

. at firse;so you’gaﬁe if all you had and it was too much. It really
threw you beeeuse YOu%were tightened up in the first piace and that'e
wﬁet’snapped thekold nerve." So the poor kid really had‘a dreedful
time, hav%ngato cope with the vagaries of the teenagers - - 1 meen |
”they ?ete begutifully behaved children,ykgt still they Qere humen..
JIt Qasn't easy; it wasn't easy at all.r Bettyﬁend Jerry we:e'so eldse,
and she needed that encouragemene and that hand on her sheelder;kand |
it wasn't possible for him to be there all the while. She was for-
 tunate that she had help. Clara [Powell] was ermarve}ous persdh *
who stayed on there through thick and thin, and she ﬁad some very .
fine neighbors who were,like godparents almost, in some respects.
And theﬁqof course, Tom's wife, Janet Ford, was very, veryrclose to
Betty and was there a good bit of the time too - - she treveled back’
and forth. But I'd always{gef the birth aneeuﬁeemegts‘end the
pictures_of the gathering of the clar and all of the cute little

things that happehed and once in a ﬁhile a childish scrawl. Mike
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always introduCes me es;v"Thie is'my‘godmotherwého gave me a check
every birthday and every Christmas all those years And he used

to tote up Fhe”yeetsyand say the exact number. How he and Gayle
have a daugﬁter end Gayietwrote me at Christﬁas;and said, "Now

does it mean because Mike 1§ your godson that Sarah is your great
goddeughter} {Laughter]

SOAPES: One thing you were telling before we started recording
was that this house has a history in Betty Ford's family. |
ECLARK:‘ ‘Yes, right. Arthur dew}n, who fo:merly owned the
"home, had married Betty's mother, Hortense Bloomer. So Betty was
living herefbefore she merried Jerry - - so it has a lot of history.
And it was just out of the blue that my husband bought the place.

He wasn't aware particularly at that time - - though he knew Betty
and Jerry, but not as well of course, as I had — of the connection
with the Fords.

SOAPES: That's very interesting.






