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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THE WHITE HOUSE
|

|
EQECUTIVF ORDER
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION Oﬁ THE
INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS FOR PREVENTING
COLLISIONS pT SEA, 1972

By virtue bf the authoritly vested in me by the
Constitution and statutes of t e United States of America,
including Section 301 of Title 3 of the United States Code;
and as President of the United States of America and
Commander-in-Chief of the Armeld Forces, in order to provide
for the coming into force on July 15, 1977, of the Conven-
tion on the International Reguﬂations for Prewenting
Collisions at Sea, 1972 (Senate Executive W, 934 Cong.,
lst Sess.), it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. *(a) With respect to vessers of special
constructtion or purpos s the Secretary of the Navy, for
vessels of the Navy, and the Secretary of the Department
in which the Coast Guard is op%rating, for all other ves-
sels, shall determine and certify, in accord with Rule I
of the International Regulationhs for Preventing Collisions
at Sea, 1972, hereinafter referred to as the International
Regulations; as to which such ‘essels cannot comply fully
with the provisions of any of the International Regulations
with respect to the number, poFltions, range or arc of
visibility of lights or shapes, as well as to the disposition
and characteristics of sound-signalling appliances, without
interfering with the special flnction of the vessel.

(b) With respect to vessels for which a certification
is issued, the Secretary issuing the certification shall

- certify as to such other provisions which are the closest

possible compliance by that vepsel with the International
Regulations. |

(c) Notice of any certifﬁcation issued shall be
published in the Federal Register

Sec° 2. The Secretary of the Navy is authorized to
promulgate special rules with resoect to additional station
or signal lights or whistle si%nals for ships of war or
vessels proceeding under convoy, and the Secretary of the

Department in which the Coast Guard 1s operating 1is authorized,

to the extent permitted by law’ including the provisions of
Title 14 of the United States Code, to promulgate special
rules with respect to additional station or signal lights

for fishing vess€ls ergaged” in fishing as a fleeth  In accord
with Rule I of the International Regulations, the additional
station or signal lights or whistle signals contained in the
special rules shall be, as farlas possible,; such as they can-
not be mistaken for any light pr signal authorized by the
International Regulations. Notice of such special rules for
fishing vessels shall be published in the Federal Register.
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| Seéc.. 3. The Secretary ofl the Navy, for vessels of the
| Navy, and the Secretary of thel Department in which the Coast
| Guard is operating, for all other vessels, are authorized to
I exempt , in accord with Rule 38/ of the International Regula-
I tions, any vessel or class of Wwessels, the keel of which is
| laid, or which is at a correspbnding stage of} construction,

| before July 15, 1977, from full compliance with the Interna-
| tional Regulations, provided that such vessel or class of

I vessels complies with the requiirements of the, International

| Regulations for Preventing Colllisions at Sea, 1960. MNotice
I of any exemption granted shalll be published in the Federal

| Register, | l ;

| | ' :

| Sec. 4. The Secretary ofl the Department in which the

| Coast Guard is operating is authorized, to the extent permitted
by law, to promulgate such rulkes and regulatibns that are
necessary to implement the prolWisions of the Convention and
International Regulations. Hel shall cause to be published in
the Federal Register any implehmenting regulations or
interpretive rulings promulgatkd pursuant to this Order,

and shall promptly publish in the Federal Register the full
text of the International Regullations. |
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THE WHITE HOUSE,

fanuary 19, 1977.
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