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THE VICE PRESIDENT: It is a real pleasure for me
to be here, back in Seattle, and to have the opportunity
of representing some outstanding candidates in this
political season of the year. I am just very thrilled to
be here with Joel, Joel Pritchard, your Congressman,
who has done so much for you and for all of us in
Congress and for those ll'lho are going to be in Hashington
again next year --meaning the President. It's going
to be great for him to have Joe back again. Some of us
will be home by that time, so I am counting on him to
represent all of us.
I also t·1as very delighted to have a chance to join
two breakfasts this morning, supporting John Spellman.
I think he is a man of outstanding experience and a proven
record. t'Jhen people say that there is certain cynicism
in this country, and there isn't the interest there used
to be in public life, and so forth, when you see men of
his caliber standing for office, it sort of renews your
confidence.
Just like I was in Chicago a couple of weeks ago,
maybe three, at a fund-raising dinner for a gubernatorial
candidate
Jim Thompson -- 2400 people, enthusiastic.
He has been campaigning for a year and a half. He happens
to be a Republican. The situation, I think, proves that
the two-party system is alive and is strong and this,
to me, is the essence of democracy, and it is the
assurance for the future of freedom in our country.
Everybody has got to support the party of their choice
'-.rhich I do.
I am delighted to be here and speak on behalf of
the President, as I have been doing around the country.
I think the trend is up. The polls in California yesterday looked very exciting. He has now moved ahead in
the field poll -- 44 for the President and 43 for Hr.
Carter. We witnessed a phenomenal shift, which almost is
unique in history, in the polls after the Democratic
Convention in New York where Mr. Carter was so far ahead
and this slowly moved and now we are seeing a turning,
the gradual tip-over.
I think when the people get in the booth, they
are going to say, "tvhom do "1e have confidence in? Whom
do we trust to handle the problems of the next four years
at home and abroad?" I think the ans~.o1er is going to be
Gerald R. Ford. It is a free country and everybody is
going to make up their own mind, and that is what the
polls \-rill shm'IT on november 2nd.
·
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I am delighted to be here and to ansl'ter your
questions.
QUESTION: Hr. Vice President, a few minutes ago
you suggested there ought to be a rule in Presidential
debates that candidates be required to answer the
questions. Are you suggesting that the candidates so
far haven't answered the questions?
THE VICE PRESIDENT: I think that there has been
a certain lack of clarity. There was a very interesting
and concise statement at the opening of the debate on
foreign policy by I·1r. Frankel, in '11hich he asked "lr.
Carter a very direct and a very strong question. r1r.
Carter successfully sidestepped and avoided ans\'lering that
question entirely.
It is all sort of Sunday morning quarterback
stuff but maybe if Hr. Ford had said, when he got to his
turn, 11 I would like to cede my time and have Hr. Frankel
restate his question so that r-1r. Carter has a chance to
ans\"ler it. " It would have been quite an innovation.
QUESTION:
the next debate?

Do you think he might do that at

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I am not on the inside of
how these things are operated, but it ought to be
interesting.
QUESTION: Have you suggested to the President
that he might take that kind of €ack?
THE VICE PRESIDENT:
out loud on the subject.

No.

But I have been thinking

(Laughter.)
QUESTION: Vice President Rockefeller, do you·~.-.1
feel that President Ford has been any less guilty of this
particular problem in the debates? Do you think his
presentation has been more forthright in answering direct
questions?
THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes. I think that he has
stuck to the facts. And, of course, he is in a better
position. It is tough. If you are in office, you then
have to explain what you have done, but at least he has
discussed \"lhat he has done on the basis of the record,
which is knm..rn.
H.r. Carter, a former colleague of mine as
Governor -- and I wouldn't speak ill of any Governor
has tended to shift his position on issues and more
recently, Hhen he got pressed by members of the fourth
estate, has said, "Nell, perhaps after I have been in
office for a year and had a chance to study the facts,
I 'lftill have a different point of view."
I think the result is that increasingly people
are getting a little uncertain, a little uneasy as to
just \'there he stands on what he would do. I think that
is \'7hy, when they get in the booth, they are going to
!10RE
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say, "At least we know t'lhere he is. He may not agree ~·1i th
everything Hr. Ford is doing, but at least we knm<~ "~>There
he is and we have confidence and \·le have trust in him. n
And that is "1:'17hy he is going to be reelected.
QUESTION: Hr. Rockefeller, would you care to
comment on John Dean's allegation that former President
Nixon brought some kind of influence to bear on Gerald
Ford "t'lhen he was in Congress regarding the r~Jatergate
problems?
THE VICE PRESIDENT: If John Dean wasn't trying
to sell a book, I would be a lot more concerned about,
first, what he is saying as an initial reaction. I sa\.Y
the weekend full-page ads in the papers in the East for
Playboy with three photographs of Mr. Carter. I don't
blame Playboy for trying to capitalize on the situation.
They are trying to sell Playboy. John is trying to sell
his book.
If you look at the record, Mr. Cook, who was
the man who was representing I·ir. Nixon on the Hill in
the House, categorically denied what f·1r. Dean says. So
if you start with that, and secondly, you have got to
remember that this was a two-to-one Democratic Congress.
Having been around \Jashington for 36 years, and worked
for six Presidents, I know enough to know that "t..rhen the
Democrats have that kind of control, and they want to do
something, they do it. And they are not inhibited by the
fact that a Republican President doesn't want something
done.
This all was investigated and aired fully at the
time of the hearings when the President was up for confirmation and was confirmed by a Democratic Congress.
Therefore, I just have to come back to the same conclusion
where I started -- it is just a means of getting on the
front page for a day or so, to help him to sell his book.
QUESTION:

Do you fear it will become a real

issue?
THE VICE PRESIDENT:

No, sir, no fear at all.

QUESTION: Mr. Rockefeller, as you probably know,
about two years ago, u. s. Judge George Bolte, issued a
ruling on Indian fishing rights of ~reaty Indians in
our state.
THE VICE PRESIDENT: If you say so. I didn't
know it, but if you say he did, I am sure he did.
QUESTION: Well, the impact of the ruling is to
say that half the salmon catch goes to the usual custom
waters of the Treaty Indians and it has caused some
dislocation among our fishermen. It is probably the key
issue in the Second District, where I think you are
supposed to go in the next hour or so to campaign.
Can you tell us t.lhat the Ford Administration
has in mind to assuage or solve this problem that has
s·orely afflicted a number of our citizens
THE VICE PRESIDENT: No. 1, I don't know.
UORE
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No. 2, it seems to me this is a local issue. One
of the things that I used to feel strongly about when I
was Governor of the State of New York was that I did not
pa~ticularly welcome people coming from other parts of the
country to tell us how to solve our problems when they
knew nothing about them and we had very competent elected
and able administrators and legislators to deal with them.
QUESTION: Does this mean, then, sir, the Ford
Administration has no policy, no program that it might
offer the Congress to relieve this particular issue out
here?
THE VICE PRESIDENT: As I said l<lhen you first
asked me the question, the truth of the matter is I don't
know, so that I start from that.
liy second comment was that it sounds like an issue
that relates to the State of Nashington, and that it is
going to have to be dealt with by your own local officials.
QUESTION: Mr. Rockefeller, it is a little more
than a local issue because the u. s. Attorney had indicated
in one of the last hearings before a Federal Judge that
there was talk of calling out the Coast Guard, and other
Federal forces, to enforce the Judge Bolte rule and make
sure that there was not illegal or white commercial fishing
to the detriment of the Indian tribes.
THE VICE PRESIDENT:
broadening here.

I can see how the issue is

(Laughter.)
QUESTION: And I think Mr. Skaits' question is
to the question as to whether or not the Administration
has investigated this problem or has even talked about the
problem or has it surfaced at the Nhite ··aouse level?
THE VICE PRESIDENT: I know that politicians
don't like to say they don't know. B~t the truth of the
matter is I don't. I have not heard this issue discussed
and therefore I regret that I cannot shed any light on
the situation. But I sympathize with any group dealing
with a difficult problem where there are strong conflicting interests, because this is the strength of democracy,
that we are not afraid to have issues that raise these
questions and that sooner or later, they are worked out.
I am confident that the right anst:.rer will be found.
QUESTION: f',7r. Vice President, the man that I
think you are going to endorse has said that if he is
elected to Congress, he made a pledge that he would go
back and make certain that Congress works to change this
law or this Federal ruling by a Federal Judge. I think
the question now is, would he have the Administration
backing in such an endeavor?
question.

THE VICE PRESIDENT:

That is an interesting

(Laughter. )
MORE
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: One would have to ask him
whether he has already taken it up, whether this has come
up, and whether his colleagues in the House and then in the
Senate would join in the action. Having been around there
quite a while, these things don't move too fast. It is an
interesting, complicated process. I would think that one
would anticipate that this problem \>las going to be some time
in the unraveling and settling of the issue.
QUESTION: Has the ~iaine land claims problem
come to your attention here?
THE VICE PRESIDENT: The Maine? The state of
Haine? I was born there. r·Jhat I am not familiar \'lith is
the land claim, but I would be interested to hear about
it because I am very interested in the state.
QUESTION: Hr. Rockefeller, could I ask you a
question in your role as a big city boy and a big city
supporter?
THE VICE PRESIDENT:

Yes, sir.

QUESTION: I note that in the city of Seattle,
and perhaps every other city, the community investment
of revenue sharing is now being phased down, causing
some consternation in the cities. I think there are a
number of big city Hayors who are looking at t\-10 small
town boys who are seeking the Presidency, lt~ondering how
well the big cities are going to fare in the next four
years, regardless of who is elected.
As the big city boy, leaving the Administration,
looking at smaller city boys moving in, do you have any
fears, for example, for New York or other major cities
of this nation?
THE VICE PRESIDENT: No. 1, I have got to understand what the first sentence of your question meant.
QUESTION:

Hell, what I llras getting at

THE VICE PRESIDENT:
ment is phasing down".
QUESTION:
for example.

"Jt'.S - -

You say, "Community invest-

Community investment revenue sharing,

THE VICE PRESIDENT:

t1hat does that mean?

QUESTION: There is a six-year plan from the
Federal Government. It is one of the various portions
of the revenue sharing bill that is being phased doNn in
the amount of money that is going in to help rebuild
the inner cities. There is also concern that revenue
sharing is not being escalated at the pace to make up for
some of the special revenue sharings which are being
phased down, and city officials are looking at a decreasing
level of Federal support coming in, wondering what is
ahead. I wonder if -- since you had had disagreements with
the Administration on, for example, help for Ne~t~ York -you had any concern about the next four years as it relates
to the major metropolitan areas of this nation.
i>10RE
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: Now you are on a question I
do know something about and I can speak on. Therefore, I
am delighted to speak on it.
First, I 't'ITould like to say that it '-1as the
Governors of the fifty States who unanimously enforced
the concept of revenue sharing.
Secondly, I was the leader in getting the action
in Congress to get it through. And, very fortunately,
I1r. Nilbur Mills was running for President at the time and
therefore this was a very interesting issue for him,
although a new one. So he t"las very instrumental in seeing
that this got through the all-powerful t'Jays and r,1eans
Committee before he got interested in other pursuits.
So that revenue sharing was adopted and it is not
popular in Congress because they do not get credit for
the individual programs that are supported. The money
goes back to the states, to the local governments, and it
is distributed by them.
President Ford, when he was Minority Leader of the
House of Representatives I the Republican runority Leader I
gave us his support. So he is the man who has totally
oriented this program during that period.
Then t"lhen the renetral of revenue sharing was
up, he asked me if I would personally take responsibility
for steering this through the Congress -- whatever that
means. It is persuading Congress to reenact it.
Jim Cannon, who is Director of the Domestic
Council,was the man who had worked with me in getting
it through in the beginning. So we worked on this
together.
I can categorically assure you the President
is totally dedicated to this program, 't'lhether he comes
from a big city or a little city. I would like to say
that it isn't only a city program, it is a state,
county, town, village, and city program. They all benefit.
This is very important.
Wilbur Ilills wanted to make it solely a city
program. I will never forget a conversation '"'e had on
the subject when I said, "Wilbur, this is great. So
you are going to take over the responsibility for New
York's problems. New York State is giving three and a
half billion dollars a year to New York City, and you
want to give them all the revenue sharing that would go to
thecity of New York. That is fine with me. But I just
want to tell you from now on my speeches are going to be
based on the Federal Government's taking over the
responsibilities of the cities, and the states can
focus on their problems."
This 't'ITOrried him a little bit because he sa\'1
the implications, so he backed away from it. They then
divided it. I think he was right in dividing it because
states have problems and states are the creators of the
cities. The cities are creatures of the state under our
Constitution, under its structure. So they have a
responsibility.
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I can assure you that when President Ford is
reelected that his interest in and support of revenue
sharing will continue. He recommended an increase in the
amount of money, just what you are recommending. He
recommended five and so~e quart~rs years instead of the three
and three quarters that came out and the cutback to a flat
amount. He recognizes and understands very clearly the
reason for the importance of revenue sharing.
As a matter of fact, he went yesterday to
Yonkers, New York, which probably most of you never heard
of, unless you saw Hello,Dolly. Yonkers was the setting
of Hello, Dolly. Yonkers is in trouble financially. He
went to Yonkers and on the steps of City Hall he signed
revenue sharing. So that you are very fortunate that he
has that concern.
~tr. Carter, on the other hand, has said that he
thinks it is unnecessary and the \'lrong r;1ay to approach it.
I don't know \'lho advised him on it, but '"hatever his
source of advice is , he is l'lrong and, as a Governor, he
ought to be ashamed of his position because he ought to
know the importance of revenue sharing.

Ne are all tied up at local government -- state,
local, county, town, village, and so forth -- with 1,007
categorical grants which each say you have to enriph and
improve your program; you have to live by all of these
standards; you have to then have all the administrative
procedures. We are reaching a point today in this country
where government closest to the people no longer can be
responsive to those whom they represent, either in
administering the program or in making the changes the
public wants. It is a very sad thing.
I am delighted you are for revenue sharing. I
share it with you and I would like to see it increased.
I am sure that President Ford will continue that support
on an increasing scale if he can get more men like Joel
back into Congress to support him.
You touched on a very sensitive nerve, as far
as I am concerned, excuse me.
QUESTION:

Hr. Rockefeller,

THE VICE PRESIDENT:

Yes, sir.

QUESTION: ~·lhat kind of reaction has there been
since you gave some hecklers the universal sign?
QUESTION: And my question also -- and so the
photographers will be prepared -- do you plan one today?
THE VICE PRESIDENT:
for Victory.
QUESTION:

I am sticking to the "V"

The full "V"?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: (Indicating "V" sign) And this
was a totally unplanned, unanticipated, spontaneous reaction
to a sustained salute from a small group of students who,
based on what they were saying and the gestures which they
MORE
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giving, t.rere not fully supportive of the basic
concepts ~'lhich we seem to be living in and believe in in
this country.

't'Tere

tvhat really burned me up was I kept saying, "Look,
democracy depends on freedom of speech. This is what it
is all about. This is the essence of freedom. If you
don't want to allow· people to come to your community and
speak, then I have to believe that you don't fundamentally
believe. You have got the right to speak. I have got
the right to speak."
But if you heckle for one hour -- and heckling
is a very polite word for what' they.,.. :~ere .say~pg. and ·w}J?t
gestures they 't'Tere making -- and if you .• .in]~ it is
undignified for a Vice President, I do, too. But I also
think it is undignified for people to salute a Vice
President that vray.
It -,;qas an unfortunate incident.
You asked what the reaction had been, and I just
say there seemed to be a great many Americans "rho were
similarly frustrated, either from personal experience or
vicariously, and they were very sympathetic to my response.
(Laughter.)
QUESTION:

So that is it?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: So now I am back to "V" for
Victory (indicating a "V" sign.)
QUESTION: Continuing the question on hecklers,
would you agree \'lith the u. s. Labor Party's assessment
today that, rather than promoting John Spellman, you are
in fact enhancing the chances of Dixie Lee Ray to become
elected Governor?
THE VICE PRESIDENT: Of course, that is ahrays
a chance, and only the voters can tell. Your voters are
the ones who '\-Jill be the ones t-Tho will make a decision.
Nhatever you do in public life, you run a risk -- and
sometimes counter-productive, sometimes it is not. I have
to say that I have had a great deal of experience "lith this
group on the Labor Coalition. The SDS--as a group, they
have no affiliations with Labor at all. They just use
that umbrella to give the impression they are for the
people. They are mostly from middle-class families who
are financially well off, who have gotten into the
SDS concepts which were basically ~~arxist, basically
antagonistic to the fundamental philosophy and beliefs
of this country.
I sometimes point out to them that ~1r.
had to come ~ver·to the United States to have a
speak freely and that if they feel the way they
do, maybe they are in the 'l':lrong country. These
questions that one can speculate about.
QUESTION:

Hr. Vice President

THE VICE PRESIDENT:

Sir?
HORE
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QUESTION:- Do you have anymore·~questions in your
mind about the loyalty and integrity of Dorothy Fosdick?
THE VICE PRESIDENT: The loyalty and integrity-that is a subject over which I made an apology to the
Senate of the United States. I have never made any
accusations against Dorothy Fosdick. I made, in a private,
off-the-record meeting, a hypothetical case to illustrate
a point. I unfortunately used some names, thinking it was
an off-the-record meeting, as a possibility that if
somebody wanted to do something -- you know, this is
the subject '"'hich, as I say, I got unanimous consent from
the Senate, because I can't speak without it, and the only
time I have had it is to apologize to them. It is the
second time I apologized, and I have nothing more to say
on the subject because I made no accusations. I said in
the beginning there was no need for apology because I made
no accusations. But that meant if I ~-Tere going to explain
it that I would have to get into what I said, and I didn't
want to do that, so I just got up and apologized.

rm.

t10RROt\f:

One last question ..

QUESTION: X1r. Vice President, you have been talking about local control today. One of the questions that
has come up recently here deals with Faderal jurisdiction
over local jurisdiction concerning tanker traffic in Puget
Sound.
THE VICE PRESIDENT:

Yes.

QUESTION: A recent Federal Court ruling threw
out a state law banning super tankers. With Alaskan oil
about ready to flow, there is a great deal of concern in
this area that tankers will be brought into the Sound.
Is there anything that the Ford Administration is
going to do, or is doing now, to rearrange Federal
legislation so that the state law would stand?
THE VICE PRESIDENT: I understand from what you
say that the Federal Court made a ruling. Usually a
state, when there is a ruling in a lower Federal Court,
appeals the case to a higher Federal Court if they
don't like the ruling. I think this idea, that because
a lower Court has made a ruling you rush to Congress
and try and change the laws, is a little unusual, frankly,
to me. I think you go through the constitutional process.
In the process, if you lose your case in one Court, you
go to the next Court. And if you don't get satisfaction
there, you go to the Supreme Court. If you don't get to
the Supreme Court, or you get an adverse ruling in the
Supreme Court, then you go to the Congress ofthe United
States and say, "Ne don't think the law of the land is
right as interpreted by the Court. Therefore, it needs
clarification from the Congress."
Until the Courts have had a chance to go through
the normal processes that the state has had with the
Courts, I don't know 't..,hy Big Daddy in Hashington should
get into every case that is happening everywhere all over
the country. I think the Founding Fathers set this country
up very well, with three branches of government -- Executive,
HORE
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Legislative, and the Courts -- and that we ought to keep
the system as we ha~e it and not try and short-circuit it
and circumvent it. I have no position on the issue. It is
an issue fo.r the people of the State of t-Jashington. But
the processes and the procedures are clear.
QUESTION: Mr. Vice President, President Ford
this morning is getting his flu shot. Do you intend getting
one?
THE VICE PRESIDENT: They say that senior citizens
are the ones most vulnerable to the flu. Since I am a
senior citizen, maybe I ought to. You've got something.
I hadn't thought of it that way. I have been so busy running
around campaigning, but maybe I have now got to give very
serious consideration to it. I think the program is good.
I think that the unfortunate deaths that have
occurred.are, from what I read, coincidental rather than
causal in their relationship to the shots,
I think that,
when you take the number of deaths from flu epidemics in
1958, which were 60,000, and in 1968 were 33,000, we cannot
afford to run the risks of the virulent nature of the swine
flu and what it could do in this country. Therefore, I
think the program, while no vaccines are popular, is an
essential program.
MR.

HORROW:

Thank you.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: It is a pleasure, ladies
and gentlemen. Thank you for being so patient.
END

(AT 10: 41 A. r1. PDT)

