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Becausea of tight lrriting tit>~e in 1vire car, we will 
color ond geu "o substance. Satan was never metnioned at 
Jimmy Carter caugl t hell from the Rev. Criswell, although 
also not metnioned. 

dis 1 ense with 
Ch urch, but 
Carte r 1 s name 

At sLart of his sermon in red brick~ church witl white~ paneled 
interior, Criswell recalled. .x;:t that he was one of 34 evangelical leaders 
wl o Ill visited. Vhi te Hou""e i:xx.x;x week ago Tl ursuay. He sPid. he 
asked: "Mr. 1-'resid ,nt, if playboy magazine were to ask you for ·nn 
what would y J U doc>? 11 The J>re~ •. replied,. "I was askeu by Jtixh::u;, 
magazine for an interview, and i declined with an el'Jpllatic no.'" 
Congregation broke into prolonged. applause and C~iswell cried out, 
"I like that." 

interview 
I' leyboy 

Criswell said "there a.re other public mrix medi·a~ tl rough which 
we can discuss moral issues ••• otlH~r than the pages of a salacious, 
pornographic magazine." .Many in It congregfltion gave a loud, "men!" 

Later tl e pa.stor said a "spectre" • of government action had 
brouj£ht "dread and forboding to my deepest soul." TJ is, Mr. Cris1,·ell 
said, was tlte ~B:llrtilll:t:tt:tpc "increasing verbfllizat1on of the possibility 
of taxing our churche s. 11 

"A clmrch cannot be seporated from its institutions, 11 he added. 
He referred to missions, schools nnd hospitals, CPlling the latter 
"the clturch l~enlin·g." · .f ' 

.. . : "~o. tax any' one o~' them (ins 1 tu ti nns) i .!': to tax the chur h 
i.t$:f:7l,f.~.leadin&, to the possibility of our destruction." 

'This,"of course, was a reference to Carter Liberty interview on 
possibi i ty of taxing some church property other than church builJi ngs. 
XXX3E~£X 11With gratitude and thanksgiving to God," said Cri;well, "I heord 
Gerald ~'ord, our president, say_ boldly and couragelly that he 1vould 
interdict any such movement in American. May the Lon ... giv1 him l'!trength ••• " 

-0-
The entire Lone of the occasio~ was very friendly to the President. 

Several hundred people a1plauded politely as he ~rrived at a side 
en urance and en tereu the church. Mr·. J.•'ord sot nef'.r . he front, ne2r 
a full orchestra larger thPn most Brondway pit orchestras. 

When the very large choir, dressed some in tan and some in blue 
robes, sang Handel's 111 'orthy Is The Lamb, 11 Crisllell said, "I think if 
Handel looked down from heaven,, he WOllld. be proud. of this choir and 
his orchestra. And Mr. President, that 1 s why the Vhi te House ought to 

be ir Dallas, rex, instead of Washington. 11 Laughter and applause. 
"Jllust so he co ld come and be with us every Sunday." 

In another passage of the sermon, ~i11xi:xx Criswell said, "I:in 1917 
Pres .ent Woodrow Vilson came to this very church bec.ring tidings of war,·. 
In l976 ••• Presidenu Gerald R. Ford comes to the same church bearing 
tidings of peace andgood will." · 

Criswell also noted .x;a: t11at last June he hnu heard Mr. Ford 
speak to the Southern Baptist Convention in NorfolD:, Va., 
"It was, 11 said Criswell, 11 one of the most_ moving:J and masterful aduresses 
I have ever heard in my life. 11 

Criswell 1uuicnted to his congre8ation th•t he would be giving 
another sermon at 7 p.m. tonight to report on his 'Visit to the \Vhi te 
Honse. Presumably that wlll be the 11 politicnl 11 sermon. Most of his 
address was on desirability and necessity of~. making donotions to 
the church. lie announced. thaL the goal for fiscal ye~r beginning this 
fall for tire 1st Baptist Chu:cch was 1:. $6,804,962.00, and said he expected it 
to be oversubscribed since it had been :uk«x oversubscribed every year. 

-O-
At another point, ki Crisl'ell described: his vi~it to the White IIote:s-e 

as "One of the h1 Lbes'L days in my lif ·~. I went away encouraged and« full 
of hope • 11 llften tl e governme L is "depicted as corrupt and immoral and 
those things make headlines. But you rarely he'"'r of the Godly mJ[X men who 
ask heaven 1 s wis om" in making decil"ions. 

(More) 
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Criswell is an organ lunged~ old ·fashioneJ or~tor. At one ' 
point he was describjng how I the head of Mike Ford"'s seminary h_a~_, 
kt the White .Uouse conference, described th~ President's eldest · 
son as "a swee~ hLHnble boy. Yo·u.''(::.nev~r: .know he ·was the son of the 
F1;:~.-sid~nt of the United Stll\,t~s·"-.... -·-- · ·.: . . 

"And' 1 like .. thnt!'" :N:x: Cris"ll·ell c~1ed out -i n . . a loud voice and 
wept audibly for a mo~en t, later daubing his ey~s. -; 

•::..o _·. ~-~-~ -,_. _ ' ··:. ·:· ... r, 
.,, ·· '·The Cliru~~ --~XB.lniil..i.ing ""~~; .a s full, and , ·w e hear·, "(!lin libid·1 ah,~u t 

. "6·; -0DO people. Patriotic as "·e'll a's ·spit:!i t.u.&l_ themes o.re evid t> nt .• . 
Bf-~e~:t_..eJ1_iRl' i: - l3 st.ar flag.s and. · sn.a..re druln.~,' ·a.!)pa'rently symbqljc. :of '-· 
Iievolu.tl.on.ary ni);h·plt:t:y , ~~re' elus·ter.ed toge'thef''·.-! • . . . 
behind the pulpit," and ·on l.he t'ron-tin&s: of,_ ~~·rn~hJi~l"cony .• _ 4r~~ 11 h~~gin g 
on balcony ·was speci,:al bunting showiug bald eagiJ..'es rcl,utcJ·, ing'·an American • • • > ' , • .I ,, I .{ .. , ._.. - .. ._ 

fla •T in theJ r talons·. ' · ·.. · · ·· · . .:?· "". . --"""""'"~--'------ --~---

Later at close of Church Criswell said in answer to question did he want 
Ford to win. 11Yes11. He also indicated he was endorsing the President 

Dean Fischer, Time 
Charles Mohr, New York Times 
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Cri swe 11 is an organ lunged, old ·fashi oneLl orator. At one ' 
point he was describing how & the head of Mike .t'ord 's seminary h.~, 
at the White Bouse conference, described the President' s eldest 
son as "a sweet. humble boy. Yo.u''4.:::.nev~r. ,know he was the son o · the 
P~~id~!l t of the United Stlal,t t7 a." k • • ,. • -· -... • •• 

"And' 1. like .. that!'" .Mx Criswell ct.ied out -in . . a loud voice and 
· -.- .. l 

wept audibly for a moment, later daubing his eyes. 
'::..0- ···•·· . .. ,;;.: ..•. 

. ,. · ·The . Chr~~~ ··' i:X.·-builll. ing ~.t~s full, and, .;.e he a r',' ·: f~n n-b1d·' el!,~ut 
'6·, .0{)0 peop le,. Pa.trio tic as well a's ·spil!i t,~_.,l .-: ~hem~s are evid "'nt. 
Bf.~ernte,ni o l ± 13 s L.Dr flags and . sn·are drums, apparently ~ymbol,ic of 
Revolu.tion.ary 1n1'lit,tary, ~re' · elus·ter.ed toge'theF'1 ··f ' ; 
behind ·the pulpit · and on "the frontings: of

1
_ 't'hef :l16.:tc·ony .... AJ~o • hAngin g 

on balcony was spec:(al bunting showing bald eaglfes r d.1utci}in~' ·an .A~erican 
. . ' ,. ' ' ·' ~ .. ~ ~ - -

fla~ in the 1 r talons. ' · · ' · 
. -.. . ·.:. .. · 
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