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THE WHITE HOUSE 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT .. 
I am signing H. R, 13035, the Sea Grant Program Improvement .Act of 1976. 

In its 10-year history, the National Sea Grant Program has played an 
appropriate role in developing and coordinating the resources of universities 
laboratories and other institutions in furthering the understanding, assess .. 
ment, development, utilization and conservation of our Nation's ocean and 
coastal resources. H. R. 13035 would extend the National Sea Grent 
Program and ensure that this wo rthwhUe work continues. 

Some provisions in H.R. 13035 are unnecessary. The proposed "National. 
Projects'' and 'international Cooperation Assistance" programs are new 
categorical programs authorizing activities that could more appropriately 
)Mt carried out by other agencies that have the responsibility to address 
Jaat.tional marine related needs and problems. 

Provisions in the bill which provide !or the establishment of the position 
of Director of the Sea Grant Program and five ·:>ther supergrade pdsitions 
outside the Government-wide quota and without regard to the competiti~e 
appointment provisions of the Civil Service system are also unwise. 

.. 
The Sea Grant Program provides a valuable means ~or bringing the; 
resources of colleges and universities to bear on the Nation's !florts to 
make more productive use of our ocean resources I believe t'hat this 
bill will allow us to strengthen those efforts. 

I am therefore signing this bill into law. 
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