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. NOTICE TO THE PRESS 
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, ~~<:. s~resident ~~s ·~i,gneci ~~. Z981 - Appropriation autho~lza~ie~fu;.·~~e 
. }rid~~n Claim.s CqJ.1lmissJo9. for fiscal,y,ear 19.77. ~_l'his bill authoriz•· 

·appropriations in the amount of $1, 650, 000 for the Indian Claims Com-

mission for fiscal year 1977 and extends the life of the Commission through 

September 30, 1978. 

Unsier the Ind~an Clai.ms Commission Act, the Commission was created 

in 1946 to a~judicate qiaims involving Native American ktdian ~ights to 
laiid •nd'compensation to Indians for the value of their aboriginal claims 
to land. · 

The bill'will also req~ire that upon dissolution, the Commission shalr 

deliver to the Archivist of the United States all case records and files 

in which a final determlnatio.p has been entered, and by December 31~· 1976, 

transfer to tbe U.S. Court of Claims all cases which it,.haa determined can-

not be compl~tely adjudicat~~ by September 30, 1978 • .. s. Z98l directs the 

Commission to file a r.eport.to the Congress ,on the ·fu·st day of the next ses­

sion on those cases which it transferred to the Ar~hives and the Court of Claims 

.an~ at six-month intervals thereafter on the status of its remaining work. 

-----~------------------~----~·-

The .11-esident· has signed H. R. 13374- Minnesota River Valley National 

Wild Hfe. Refuge •. '!;,his. bill esta&U.s'hes the Minnesota River Valley National 

Wildlife Refuge and an adjacent ~ildlife recreation area, and authorizes· 

appropriations of not more than $14. 5 million and $6 million for land acqui-

. ;sition and development. 

Th~ National Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act, as amended,. as­

signs re eponsibility to the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, to provide for the preservation, development, 

and management of wildlife habitat areas included in the National V.Tildlife 

Ref~g~ System.; Under the Act, new units of the system may· be established 

by law, .~ecutive order, or adminiS'trative designation by the Secretary of 

the ID.terior. The S_ecretary is generally authorized to cooperate with any 

State or other Federal agency in the acquisition, development, and regulation 

of public use of refuge lands, consistent with the overall purpose of conser­

vation and management of designated wildlife habitat. 

The Lower Mi~n~sota River ·Valley consists of an extenslve·network of 

floodplain marshes along the main channel of the Minnesota River. 

The bill establishes the Refuge and an adjacent wildlife recreation area along 

a section o~ the Lower Minnesota River approximately 30, miles ·southwest of 

the Minneapoiis - St. Paul metropolitan area. The bill will' direct the Secre­

tary of the InteriorJ:o acquire .. approximately ·9• 500 acres within the boundar­

ies of the -proposed refuge area within ·six year& of eaactrnent •. Acquisition 

costs would be financed through the Federal portion of the Land and Water 

Conservation Fund. 

H.,R. 13374 will also ·drect the establishment .of an 8, 000-acre wildlife recre­

ation area on. lands adjacent to the: refuge. These .lands would be acquired and 

admini~tered by the State of Minnesota in cooperation with the Fish and Wild­

life Service. For this purpose, the Secretary would be authorized to reim­

burse the State for up to 50 percent of the cost of planning, acquisition, and 

development of the area. 
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The bill further directs .the S~~re,tary,•- ifi: ecioperati<?~-~~t:h the State, ·to-­
develop a eotnptehensive_ pl~n for the pre-servation and development of the 

.. . . .. _.refuge -and·adja.c·enf recreation area, This _plan, to be completed within 
three years of enactmen~, would:pro-\ri!q. masiagement guidelines for both 
federally controlled refuge· rands and State-Federal recreation areas. In. 
additon, the plan would provide for the inclusion ~f th~ Mj.npfJSOtJL ·Valley 
Trail Corridor; · authorizetj a.~d. CJ.~rniiils~r·ed' by tlie's'tate,'~ a,;an~ integral 
~~,rt-0£ ta~ ''refuge:iin,d recr~atl~~ ~rea;, aa·:weil'as .o'ihe~ ·pr0~8{9JUJ:CODSidered 
n~<;~f·e.aty·by the·s·~cretary and the State, · ' .. . . 

... , 1"'-: ~ '' ' . ~ • ; ,· • · •. ' • • • • . .. . . ·' . ' ·'· 
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The President has sig.ne~. a. R. ~95.4 - De.!ense Medical ~er.~onnel1'(alpractice 
~i.,.,biJUy .·.Protection 'Act; · This bill p'I'Ote~trr·1from i~dividual liability · 
c.e,r~in niedieal p~rsoimel o~ ~he ·:Oepa.ttment of Defense, the armed force•., 
th~ Ce~tra.i' ltlt~lligellce·'Agency, the National Guard, and the National Ael'o­
nautics and Space Administration, while they are acting within the scope of 
their official duties. '1 

' · • · 

·' . . 

This bill will extend protection against medical mafprac.tice suitW to medieal 
, . · personnel of tile armed forces, .Department o.f Defe~se,: #~.e pe.n~ral' 
.. Intelligence·Agency,· the N•tional Guar.d,· and the Nation~l Aer~:na1:1ti<:s 

. and Space Adminis.tratiQn. This protection w6uld cover P.P.ysic~s, dentists, 
nurses, ·pharmaclSfiJ,' par_amepicals, .and other medical"su.PP9~t ~rsc:mnel 
while acting within the 'scope o! their official duties·. ·Wi~h the ex·c·eptio!i of 
the National Guard, .,the protection H. R. 3954 will provide is essentially 
the same as the protection now provided. to Veterans "Administration, 
Public Health Service~ and.State Departme~t employ~es. , . .The b~ll w.ould · 
make claims against the United States·under the Feder.al'~ort((:Jiai.l'l)s· Act 
th;e only leg~l recourse available to: ~laimants seeking' remuneration for 

. inj~:r;·y·· <U'' Cleath allegedly resulting ·Jrom in'edicat· tria'lpracp.ce. · ·F,q~:. tbe . r: 
Nati(lnal Guard, the bill would rnake an 'individual ri'leci'i~af~atp.rac;ttee: .. ' .... 

t . . •. • .. • ~ • . ; . . liability incurred by a Guard member, acting within' the scope of his duties· 
and while engaged in certain training exercises, the liab~lity of tb.~- Qnited 
States. .:_, ':· · .. ·· .·:· · · ·· · · ... 
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The: .~~esident bas signe:d H.R. 11890 - . .Jlelief.of Bernard Julian l?hillipsr,. to · 
permi~. the issuance of'an immigrant visa.·to·-i·n alien convicted. of a drug '··· 
off~ns .. e.wb& is ·the spous·e of a United State·s citiz--en.; .. · · .. ·,' ... · _ · 

. '1 .• 
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The President has signed S. 3843, Raming the Visitors' Center at, ~he Sleeping 
Bear DunesNational ~k~shore ~be 1 .1~hilip.A.\'Hart;Vi~itors,·,·c,e.~.t~~~;'J. ,p 

· . ~ ·. . ~ -: . f • 1 , r~ ''f '. · .. · · ,- : :. · · ~ · • 
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.Tile P.resident has signed H. R. 10/93.- Relief of.Afat Yassine·_~d her .. ehil~~.en, 
~ajla: Y~ssine,. Wa.Ud ¥assine, M~na :Yascs.ine1· ami: Maher Y~!lsln~., to res.J;ore 
J~l~gibility for· pref-etential immigre1nt,~~tu~ to the -widow and ehildren;of-,aJ) 
.~l~~n .eligible fo·r an imiriigrant-visa .. .,s .th~·b<roth-el" of a Unit~d Sta:t~s· citiz~n. ' ' ' -· . . . - . ·-

,., ..• , .• : i'. ' .-
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The President bas signed S. ~380.:- 1 . .j;ol'lthe relief of Mar~'!a~~~.'r.r.~~t,~.ill;. 
crea.~ing, Foreign Ser.vice r~tirer,:1en,_ ,annuity. for ~Nary :v~i"ne~ '!'re:n~. t() t~~, -,;· . 
amount that : wbuld 'ha-9e been pay~bl,ei it,s.he.had·r~tit~d pHor,:.to J\p~)..l, 19'>?4. 
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