
FOR llV.MEDIATE REL:E:A'::E OCTOBER 7, 1976 

Office of the "\t'lhite House Press .Secretary 
(Los Angeles, California) 

---------------------------------~-----------------------------

THZ VTHITE HOUSE 

:i'.fEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF COM1'..-1ERCE 

Would you please assure that the Department cf Commerce takes 
steps to permit the public inspection and cot:ying of boycott-related 
reports to be filed in the future with the Department of Commerce. 
Cnly business prop:detary information regarding such things as quantity 
and type of goods exported, the release of which could place reporting 
firms at a competitive disadvantage, should not be made available 
to the public. 

During the past year, there has been a growing interest in and awareness 
o£ the impact of the Arab Boycott on American business. Disclosures 
of boycott-related reports will enable the American public to assess 
for itself the nature and impact of the .Arab Boycott and to monitor the 
conduct of American companies. 

I have concluded that this public disclosure will strengthen existing policy 
against the Arab Boycott of Israel without jeopardizing our vital interests 
in the Middle East. The action I am directing today shf'uld serve as a 
reaffirmation of our national policy of oppositicn to boycott actions against 
nations friendly to us. 

GERALD R. FORD 
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