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QUESTION: Mr. President, as Jimmy Carter was
leaving the auditorium here, he said that. he thought that
your insensitivity towards blacks for not apologlzlng for
the Earl Butz affair made that a 1eg1t1mate issue for this
forq;gn.pollcy debate. How do you answer that?

THE PRESIDENT: It seems to me that Governor
Carter ought to think back to his comment about ethnic
purlty which was 1nterpreted to be a slur agalnsx blacks,
and his, subsequent apology. I don't think his repond is
clear in itself. I think we took the appropriate action
in the way we handled the Butz matter.

'QUﬁSTiON: No apology was, appr0pr1ate, then?

THE PRESIDENT Well Earl Butz dig, apologmze.»
Barl Butz. dld get a reprimand by me. = That was done several
days, befpre hlS resignation. But I thlnk it is appropriate
to brlng up the fact that a few.months. _ago. Governor Carter,
with his. ethnic purlty comment,.did slur blacks and he
apologlzed. Earl Butz did 11kew1se.

QUESTION' Mr. President, J;mmy Carter says that
when you two debate tonlght, you will be debatlng as. equals.
Do you agree with that?

THE PRESIDENT: I will let the American people
decide that. o ' '

) QUESTION Mr. Pre31dent, some of your aides have
1nd1cated that you, as President of the Uhlted States, will
have more constraints on you tonight than Jlmmy Carter will.
I don't understand why this is so. Can you explain? Or do

you believe that?

THE PRESIDENT: T will speak very frankly. I
believe that a President under these circumstances, who has
got a good record, can speak forthrightly, straightforwardly
and frankly, and I intend to do that.

QUESTION So you see no constraints?
THE PRESIDENT: I don't see any.
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QUESTION: Do you plan to make any néw
announcements tonight in terms of foreign policy-and
defense initiatives?

THE PRESIDENT: Listen carefully.

QUESTION: That is a hint, Mp. President, isn't it?
(Laughter)

QUESTION: Are you going to be more aggressive
tonight than you were at the other debate?

THE PRESIDENT: Ann, we will wait and see.
QUESTION: What is the answer to Helen's question?

QUESTION: It sounds like you have got something
new up' your sleeve._j o ' o

THE PRESIDENT: T just said that you should
1is§egmearefully.

QUESTION: Mr. President, how do you feel about
this report by the‘Congre851ona1 1nvest1gators, the General
Accountlng Offlce, criticizing your handling of the MAYAGUEZ
incident? y

THE PRESIDENT: It is always very easy for someone
18 months after a very critical’ issue has taken place to
write a report. 0f course, none of those "Johnny-come—lately
Monday mornlng critics were there when the 1nc1dent happened.
" So, they didn't have to’ make the mlnute-by-mlnute dec151on.

I can'i help but f%el that the issuance of “+that report

at thls time is another example of partlsan polltlcs, and
I don't think the Amerlcan people w1ll believe sdmebody
who, with the luxury of 18 months afterward, can sit

back and write a report. I think they wlll believe a
Pre51dent who was there and had to maké ‘decisions on an
incident that was important to the American forelgn pollcy.

QUESTION: How important is tonight's debate
Iﬁ the overall campaign?

THE PRESIDENT: They are all very, very important,
and I 1ook at this' one és Aimportant, and I Yook at the one
on the 22nd as 1mportant.

QUESTION: This one has no speCiel éignificanoe?
THE PRESIDENT ‘ They are all very important.

v IiﬁE PRESS: Thank yOU, Mr. Pre51dent. ‘

[
Fy

END B (AT 12:24 P.M. PDT)





