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I 

QUESTION: Mr. President, as Jimmy-Carter was 
leaving the auditorium here, he said that: he .thought that 

• - • 
1 

, , I • 4 • 

your ~nsens~tivity towards blacks for no.t apologizing for 
the Earl Butz affair made that a legitimate issue for this 
for~~-gn policy d,e~te. How do you answer. ·that? 

: ' 
THE PRESIDENT: It seems to me that Governor 

Cart~r ought to think back to his comment ab0\ilt ethnic 
purity which was int'~rpr'eted to be a slur again~t .]?lacks, 
and his .. subsequent apology. I don 1 t think his r:,;iOJ?.ct. is 
clear in itself. I think we took the appropriate .. a'ctiqn 
in the way we handled the Butz matter. 

_Qt)ESTION: No apology was , appropriate, then? 
' ... - '\ 

. THE PRESIDENT: Well,' Eari_autz did; apoloiize. 
Earl Butz ciid get a reprimand by me,. That was: ,done several 
days. befpre his resignation. But I think it is· appropriate 
to bring up the fact that a f~w. months-, ago Go.vernor Carter, 
with hi~?, .ethnic purity comment,_. did s iur blacks and he 
apologized. · Earl Butz did likewise. 

. "\ 

QUEST,ION: Mr. President,' J~¥1ID-Y Carter say~ that 
when you; two debate tonight' you will 'be_ d~bati!lg. as .. equ.als. 
Do you agree with that? 

THE PRESIDENT:· I will let the Ameri9an people 
decide that. 

• .,. . • ·, ~: f • 

QUESTION: Mr. President·, some of your ~~d~s .have 
indicated that you, as President of the United States., will 
have more constraints on you tonight than Jimmy Carter will. 
I don't ,1-lnderstand why this is so., Can yo4. ~x;plain? Or do 
you believe that? 

' ~ . ' . ' . .. ... 
THE PRESIDENT: I will speak very frankly. I 

believe that a President under these circumstances, who has 
got a good record,· can' speak forthrightiy,· straightforwardly 
and frankly, and I intend to do that. 

QUESTION: So you see no constraints? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't see any. 

MORE 
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QUESTION: Do you plan to make any n~w 
announcements tonight in terms of foreign policy and 
defense initiatives? 

THE PRESIDENT: Listen carefully. 

QUESTION: That i~ a hint·; Mr. President, isn't it? 
(Laughter) 

QUESTION: Are you going to be more aggressive 
tonight than you were at the other debate? 

THE PRESIDENT: Ann, we will wait and see. 

QUESTION: What is the answer to Helen's question? 

. QUE.STION: ·tt sounds like you have got_ something 
new 'up' 'your sleeve. 

. . •• :' .!~ : ~ 

THE PRESIDENT: I just said that you should 
listen carefully • 

. ~-, ''!''':'. . . 

QUESTION:'· Mr. President·, how do you feel about 
this ~port by the- Congressional investigators·,.: ·the General 
Accounting Office, criticizing your handling of 'the MAYAGUEZ 
incident? 

. I~ 

THE PRESIDENT: It is ~lways very e~sy for someone 
18 months after a very critical! issue has taken place to 
write a report. Of course, none of those "Johnny-come-lately" 
Monday· morni'hg critics ~ere 'ther.e when the incider>-t happened. 
So, 'they. didri: 't have tc{ make the~ minute-by-m;triute ·ciecision. 
I cantt help ·but' f'eel that the i's'suance ·.of 'that ~eport -· 
at· thi;s time is· ;.another _'example dt parfi'san poli tib-13., and 
I don •'t think the Americ.an people wil·lr believe · sdJnebody . 
who, with the luxury of 'is months afterward, can sit 
back and write a report. I think tney wi.ll believe a 

, ~. ' • • 1' • f:: , • • PresJ.'dent who was there and had to make decJ.s·J.ons on an 
i:Hcident that was import~nt to the' American fd'~eign policy. 

QUES~ION: How important is tonight's debate 
i~ the overall campaign? 

THE PRESIDENT: They are all ve~y, very important, 
and I look at tbi~' one As impo~tant, and I look at the one 
on the i2nd as important.-:! 

• ~ .~ ,~ . .•. . . ~-•. i ) . 

QUESTION: This one has no special significancre? ., v 

THE PRESIDENT: They are all very important. 
_,-·.;.. 

· .. THE PRESS: . . ~ ~-

,(: . 
Thank you, Mr. PreS'J.dent. 

·~: 

..'" 

...... 

END (AT 12:24 P.M. PDT) 




