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SECRETARY BUTZ: Gentlemen and 1ad1es, I have
just submitted my .letter of re51gnatlon to. the Presddent
-and he has accepted it, I want to say. that this was
completely my own decision in terms of what I and Mrs.
Butz felt would be in.the best interest of the President,
of the campaign:for election and of Government itself,

S .. At nbEtime was pressure put.on me frdm the White
House to do. this, They left it entirely to me,

Ve have -~ Mrs. Butz and I have -- con51dered
this very carefully and prayerfully, I have gotten a lot of
input from staff, from friends,and this is our decision.

~.}.-N_I,want to,read you the letter T have wpltten the
President -and read.a statement that I want to make for the
record.

: .+ M"Dear Mr, President: T hereby submit my resig-
. nation as. Qecretarv of Agrlculture.

B "I 81ncere1y apolbglze for..any offense that may
have been caused by the unfortunate choice of lancuape used
in a recent conversation and revorted Dubllcly.

1on
"Tt has been a high pr1v1leae to serve as a member
of the Ford Administration, American farmers will alwavs
be grateful to you for vour solid support of our efforts to
raise their incomes and to permit them to manace their farms
without excessive governmental regulation,

"T shall always be vour ardent supporter.

"Sincerely vours, Earl L. Butz."

Here is the statement that T pennefl last evening
at home. It reflects mv genuine feelings, and T wish now

to read it for the record.
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"T have submitted mv ves1cnat10n to the President
as a member of the Cabinet,

"This is the price I vav for a gross indiscretion
in a private conversation. The use of a bad racial commentary
in no way reflects my real attitude.

"By takine thls actlon, I hope to remove even
the appearance of racism as an issue in the Ford campaign.
President Ford is a decent man with hish moral values,
who insists that every American be treated equally and
with dignity. FEvery member of his Administration must and
does subscribe to the same values.

"The record of the Ford Administration with
respect to minorities is one of generous Drogram suonort,
svmpathetlc ‘and dignified treatment and penulne progress
'in economic and 8001a1 terms. rT‘h:Ls _area will contlnue to
recelve _top Drlorlty. ’

"Mv resignation must in no- wise be 1nternreted
as 51cna11ng a chanre in the farm policies of the Ford
uAdmlnlstratlon. Under President Ford, net farm income
in the U.S. is more than double the Yével of 1965~1968 ==
the last four Vears ‘of the Johnson Administration. Exvorts
have tripled, cost to the taxoaver has heen reduced hv
three- fourths and 60 mllllon acres formerly held out of
production at publlc expense have beeg released for
production., TFarmers have had the yoKe of bureaucratic
~control lifted from them. World and domestic food needs
are being filled more’ adequately thén ever before. The
‘use of food and food assistance programs for humanltarian
needs is much higher than in the 1960s,

"It is important that the agricultural orogram
of this Administration be continued, That is why farmers
~should support Gerald Ford in the election. That is why I
shall continue to work tirelessly for his election,"

That is the end of the statement.

Thank vou very much.
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