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N~ss,«iP :·c~me b~~·k and sa.irl •:as 
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0n ·.Wednesdayl~ · 'debate: > 11 The . Pre,Sid~.nt .:is ~ -m~~ _, who deals ~w,ith foreign 
pol.i:Cy· every · day. ·. ·He- · nas dealt wi~li ' natlon;il. Q.~feJ)se .~d .foreign , policy 
aff.~i.hs : ·.as ' P..te-sident .and even bef'lre tha.~ · ~~ Congr.ess. · The ·President 

.e«.peat~l 'to · do Well irl the debate. •• · ~ . 
. . ., .... -~-. ···-; .,. r!t· ~ ..... , • ~ .• :: ·~·t ~·-· 

-~ . ' '. ~ : • r; j ~ . { :_; 

Nessen said Mike Duval was 11no·t e~tirely ple~sed . by · the · small am6unt of 
tim•, the Ere-~·ident · has · spen(in prepadng for tht~ debate. •• ., Ne~sen went 
drl to say that everything Ford says in · this debate ••will be interp:reted by 
foreign leaders as reflecting Amer~can, po~icy. •• Ca,rte;, Ne~serl ·said, 
"do&en.tt have ' that · res.t'raint." 11 · • · · · ' 

ii.~o. f • I' 

/i .. l • • • .. • • • • • .. 

.. Nessen sa'id Gctrter had advocate:d · cuts .fn th·~ · defens~ .bu4get but 'lately:, had 
been ta-king.;a:· totigher lihe tow·a;d Russia. :;. ):re said the '~7h).t~ House would 

. be ~~atching ·"'to .see 'wher~ he (Carte~) a~d)ii s advi~~rs pJac.e · hi~ in .this 
debat~{• .:~- that is, tougher or easier~ ·· ·· · · 

.. ..1 
Mike Duval ·came ·batk later and added some observations on Wednesd,ay• s 
debate, :pretty ·rnfich along ' the sam~ line · as ·Nessen~ D~'(al said: ,;,Wh~n 
the Pre siliell't answers ques.tions (on'fore·fgn ·policy), he has got to think 
about what he is going to say: he has to consider the impact on foreign . 

I •. .· . . , 
r· listenersc.a~·"welt as the domestic audience.... . · . . . .. .. : ~/ . . ·,.' . r- .. ; .. : . '· : . , ,• '. . ! .. . . '. ' . . . = ~· ~ \ .. ' 4j. 

·· The :Pres'ident, Duvai·.said, ha:s to consider ••pngoing m~lti-la~er~l a~d . 
:biJaterM .n~gotiatiOJlS1' I have -'one in mii1Cl particularly i,n th.e nuclearqarea. II 
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Duval saj.d Ford ;spent ·two hour a with· Kis~inger 'on :-unday discussing . 
variou~ .fbreign P.Olicy matters.' He. said th~~ deba.t~ came. u'p and ~is si~ger 
offered· some advice, but "the center of gravity, I gather, was not on the 
debate. 11 

.... 
. ~ . ~ . 

,, sked whether Ford wodld be on the chl'ensive in this debate, Duval said: 
11 f. baolqtely not. , No. way. · He has a ' record 1in foreign policy) of wh.ich 
he is rightfully proud. 11 ' Duval als9 Ci~e4 what he said was Carter• s "total 
laek of experience" in f6re.igrt policy. ' ~ . . . . . · . 

,. 

Still awake? Back to Nessen, then: . ,__, . . ·' 
! • '. . ' ' • . • . .l - ,· • . ~· f> ,-. ' ,-' f . 'I 

On Earl Butz: Nessen first said he had ' nothing to add to what Ford said in 
his statement. ~ sked whether the White House put pressure on Butz to 
resign, he said: "A s .Earl said today, that was his own decision and didn•t 

~1. »es·ult : frbtn any pres sure from the White House. I think Earl answered 
that question today. He said there wasn't (any pressure) and there wasn't. 11 
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Recreating a little, but not too · much, of the events leading up to B utz' s 
-.resignation, Nessen said Butz called him (Nessen) two or three times 

Saturday and asked Nessen to read him the wire service stories on the 
fu'r'or. Sunday night,. Butz ce1;lled Cheney and asked for an appointment 
with Ford. Nessen was askecfwhether ' the· W'.hit.e House. spent -~so~e of 
the interval checking with farm leaders on the reaction if Butz were to 
re·sign. "There :w,asn't anythin,g like that," Nessen replied. He said 
B·utz and Ford met for. about 20 minutee · in the small study adjoining 
th'e Oval.Office and Butz ~hen . went to Cheney's office :for a "{Jhi~e before 
coming out to the briefing room to announce his resignation• · 

· Asked whether . there would b~ ;:t replacement for Bufz before the end 
of the year, . Nes~en s.aid, "Yes." ·-- · 

. • • • J • • ' . • ~ .> ' ; ' : , ! ) j •' , , -~ .. . ~ ,. I : ... ,. ">n .e; r !'I i • .. ; :t 
Other matters: As yo" probably already know, the President .will stay 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. John Sutro in San Francisco. · Nessen 
identified Sutro as a member of one of San Francisco's ' olde•t and best­
known· families. He said Sutro i~ a leading lawyer. · He said Ford is 
renting the :hol.&e for about $125 a day. Parenthetically, Nessen said 
Ford rente'd"·the house in Philadelphia for .abo'ut tlie same amoun: t. 

! . ~ 4 :: 

. ' ·i 
The Sutro house, Nessen ~aid, overl~oks the Presidio, in the. area 
knoWn · ~s Pacific Heights~ . ~t does not have an ocean view, but it is 
close· to· the Fine Arts 'l'Jjl~ater, wher.e. the deb'at·e . will be held. 

At the present time,.. , Nessen said, Ford has· no campaign appearances on 
his schedule Tuesday; • .. He said the . President planned to spend the day 
working on legislation and preparing for the debate. The-r.e will, however, 
be a standby pool in •pa;se. this changes. Nessen said Ford brough~ about 20 
bills with him to study;; , <;tnd more will be s·ent out from ·Washington. 
Nessen doesn ' t plan to brief Tuesday but says he will be in his office 
'at the Holiday Inn. Due to lack of Presidential a ctivity Tuesday, there 
is no Tuesday bible,< a ~ 1 lea.St at the present. .. 

•· ,( i. ·' 
Nessen said President signed three bills du~i~g the flight: two private 
relief bills and S. 3651 --Amendments to the Alaska Native Claims 

. Settlement Act. On bQ:ard were Rep. and Mrs. Don Clausen (Rep. ), 
, · California; Mary Loui~e Smith: Bob Hartiriann; Dick Cheney; Brent 1 

'scowcroft: Robert McF;p.rlane of the NSC staff!' Don Penny; Mike Duval; 
and Pat Butler of the spe.echwriting , staff. ' · .~; 

The pool wishes you a happy new year and reminds you that under our 
system someone will win the elec'tion. ' 

. : . 

Jim. Deakin - St. Louis Post-Dispatch , ' ' 
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