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------------------------------------------------------------THE WHITE HOUSE
STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT
Today, with great pleasu re, I am signing into law
S. 327, a bill which will substa ntially increa se the
author ization levels for the Land and Water Conser vation
Fund over the next severa l years.
I believe it can be fairly said that few Federa l
program s have given more wholeso me recrea tion to Americ ans
than the activi ties finance d from the Land and Water Conservati on Fund. In the decade of the Fund's existen ce,
some $2 billion has been channe led into the purcha se and
develop ment of outdoo r recrea tion lands -- places where
Americ ans can partic ipate in compe titive sports , learn
about nature , or simply find relief from crowds and bustle .
About $800 million over the last ten years has been
used to finance the purcha se of Federa l recrea tion lands -over 1.5 million acres of land for Nation al Parks, Wildli fe
Refuge s, Wilder ness, and other recrea tional areas. $1.2 billion
has been channe led to States and local commu nities as matchi ng
grants suppor ting the purcha se of 1.4 million acres of land
and the develop ment of 10,000 recrea tional projec ts.
With the increas ed author ization for the Land and Water
Conser vation Fund, we estima te that over 6 millio n more acres
of land will be purcha sed and set aside for recrea tional
purpos es throug h fiscal year 1989. Over the 25-yea r life of
the Fund, land in excess of the area of the States of
Conne cticut, Rhode Island , and Massac husetts will have
been bought for Land and Water Fund recrea tional purpos es.
This truly will be a heritag e treasur ed by future genera tions.
In additio n, s. 327 will establ ish the Nation al Histor ic
Preser vation Fund to provid e matchi ng Federa l assista nce to
State governm ents and privat e individ uals for the acquis ition
and preser vation of import ant histor ic sites.
What better way can there be, in this Bicent ennial year,
to commemorate our Nation 's rich history than to pledge to
preserv e outstan ding exampl es of it for future Americ ans? In
celebr ating our Bicent ennial this year, I and million s of
others have been inspire d to reflec t on our history and the
progre ss we have made. The Nation al Histor ic Preser vation
Fund will assure that our histor ic sites and structu res will
continu e to be availa ble to provid e this inspira tion.
This preser vation of histor ic sites and structu res will
be achieve d through a creativ e partne rship betwee n variou s
levels of governm ent and the private sector . The Federa l
Governm ent will provid e techni cal and financ ial assista nce,
the States will plan the program s, and the bulk of the actual
preser vation work will be done at the local level, by private
individ uals. This is approp riate. The preser vation movement
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is a citizen's movement, an example of productive cooperation
among the Federal, State, and local governments, and the
private sector. Government can nurture this movement, but
we must remember that it gains its greatest strength from the
individual pride in the nation's past.
Unfortunately, s. 327 also provides for certain changes
in the procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation which would compromise Executive Branch functions. I
find these provisions unacceptable, as well as unnecessary to
the effective operation of the Advisory Council.
The first provision would require the concurrent submission of Advisory Council budget requests to Congress and
to the President. The second would require concurrent submission of the Advisory Council's legislative proposals.
Each requirement would make it difficult for me to develop
and present to the Congress coherent and coordinated budget
and legislative programs.
We will submit to the Congress legislation which would
correct these provisions, and I will strongly urge its
passage during the first session of the next Congress.
In summary, I am pleased today to sign S. 327. With
my Bicentennial Land Heritage Program and S. 327, we will
have a program of which we can be proud. These two measures
will provide increased recreational opportunities for present
and future Americans, and will preserve for the future a great
treasure of natural areas and historic resources. S. 327
provides the authorization for greatly accelerated land
acquisition and historic preservation efforts assuring the
continued momentum of our national preservation program.
The Bicentennial Land Heritage Program will assure that
these resources are developed and maintained to the highest
standards.
As America looks toward her third century, we draw
strength from our past. Our heritage of natural areas and
the remaining records of our cultural history provide a
reassuring sense of the direction from which we have come,
and a respite from the tensions of continuing progress. It
is essential that we preserve our natural areas and historic
resources in the face of progress. I pledge to do all I can
to further this goal.
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