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PRFSS“POOL REPORT = AIR FOR cE ONE » MPBILE/MIAML .

Enroute, Chxef of Staff Rxchard B Cheney wanciered back a.nd was drawn into

(though without much reluctance it should be noted) a discussion of the 'séuthern
trip and: Gedrge Vallace's appearance at‘a,GOP rally. - Cheney agreed with the

obvibus, Saying he thought Wallace s appearance .was. 1rndeed polltmally signi-
ficant,. ! : IR PO A
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"It shows that Junmy Carter has a problem m the qouth he saxd addmg that
the entire trip indicated that Ford has a'a lot of support" in the south and that
the Preatdentzal race in the south w111 by-and-large be "'a close two-«pa,rty con-
test"'., ¢ LW C‘ff IR TR .

Back to Carter: Cheney said Carter s situation with the south could be some-
what’ compared to Réagan's problem with the :south;.that is, Reagan worried
about the north and picked Schwellker and in:so doing. l=et~ Mississippi. get, away
from him." Simni larly, he'said, »iCarter-has been: tak"mg stands and saying
thmgs eIsewhere’ that ire begmning to shunt: him in hxs h'ome area, - .
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vl really think ' Carter*'s' gota fundamental problem in the south " he sayd,.
"He's not trac“kfng”\mth & maJonty of the people in the south S T
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For' mstance- "‘It's ‘been a long time smce a guy who, advocates cuttmg the
defense budget has carried the south, * Cheneyilisted Carter's. ‘positions.on
gun conl:rolr 14B ‘of Taft-Hartley as of Taft- Hartley as.other. problems for him
in the south, T TIN

"A' Han® dT Cézrter“e’ hberalfphitoso'phy has never. carried the south,' he. i
repeated g ;?:»' ) : JomhE i e oy )
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Chenéy also ‘sald ‘he thought ‘the Playboy mte‘rv«xew hurt Carter but the real
1mpact could’n!t be rneasureds. AL don't thmk it helps lum any,'"
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The bottom line to Cheney was that the Pres:.dent will be quxte well in Carter
terntéry g Teally believe welllcarry a nimber of deep. squth states, ! he
predicted.” The Ford damp has: ‘not done any polling in.the south gince ;ust
past Labor’ Day, but iy polhri"g at'‘the moment, , He named Mlss;ssxppx, B
Loursrana, an‘d Virgmla as states where Ford was in ''good shape'" and, added
that pollé had indicated ‘that the border: states ''seem -to be: tougher (for, us)
than the deep south states.' He specifically noted trouble in Tennesqee.

Asl?ed abtiut the Fordis préSpeEts élsewhere, te repeated: earlier PFC -estimates
tha.t" F ord was" dcmg well in'illinois and New-York and that ‘Penpsylyania and
New J' efsey "léok good', 'He didn't precisely define that:but our-hest, judgment
is that he was saying these are states where Ford is respectable,;. -ngt ahead;
a.s an example he cited a four point deficit to Carter in New York., He des-
¥iBed Catifdrnia as d' té¥'sup’ and didn't have s’ Hix oniTeéxas; o pallgng isince
Carter's LBJ or Playboy gaffes (the pool's word, not his).: i:anm-~. e
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Cheney also repeated h;s predmt;on made in the we,e hours after the f1rst
debate that within two we,,eks Ford would be even thh or ahead of Carter
'in the polls. , . I R L e

- Cheney was asked 1£ Ford would be helped outs ide the South by his

' ; _campaigning with (and endorsements by) such promxnent segregatloms ts

as John Bell Williams and William Colmer. He said, "I don't think | it;”
hurts outside the South " addmg that the questxon agsumed a racxal
overtone to Southern politics which is no longer valid.

MRacism is not the issue today it was ten years ago, " he}claxmed
'He also said, Ford's strong posxtron in oppos(tmn to gun control all
day long wouldn't hurt outsxde the South e;.ther. -

Asked if any of the pohtlcxans Ford Has seen in the last two' days brought
up Henry Kissinger's efforts to establish black majority rule in South

~ Africa, he said that "no one even mentmned 1t. " As for the pohtxcal fall-
out in the South,’ "My assumption would be it ‘does not have any ‘impact. "
On the subject of the M1chxgan mvestxgatmns allegedly mvolvmg Ford's

" prior c’ampeugn finances, Cheney said’ there are "no plans" to ‘ask the ;

Spbczal Prosecutor whether the Presideht is' the target'of ‘the current '

' investigation in Grand Rapxds.' nATI'GE ‘that stuff was revxewed prev;ously

when he was confirmed (as veep)." To ask the Special Prosecutor the
questxon "would assume the question needs to be asked I dpn't think it
does. " Nobody Ras'éontacted the White House' asking for matenal on
the matter.

"Back t5 politlcs " Askéd about Ford's polxtxcal problems at the moment,
Cheney citéd"trouble in agricultural areas--mainly because of the
_embargo on grain and pnce levels in general. Price levels are down,
“t'and when" pnces are down they remember the’ embargo." And smce
areas ‘where this is a problem are traditionally heavxly Repubhcan. B
Cheney pegged the farm problem as "the number one problem el

" Asked for the reasons why Ford has been doing better of late, he’ sa1d
‘ the debate was obviously 1mportant. The fact that Ford won in Kansas
City, laying Reagan away, was also important as was ‘the prompt

reunification of the Party and the fact that "our (Presidential) strategy

‘has proved sound in that he stayed home anclL focused on the people's
I P

‘Carter has’ heIped, too, he said} with’ comments on LBJ and taxes, the'
“latter whi¢h he described as 'the most sigmhcant" factor. Again he
' said the' PLAYBOY thmg mlght ha:ite hurt Carter but 1t clearly dxdn't '4
héip him. - R BT PO . :

As a result of all this, Cheney saxd that ''the gap has closed much faster
than expected." )

Airport and hotel arrival uneventful,
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