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I am very pleased to hear of the announceMent 
today by Ian Smith of Rhodesia. On behalf of the Rhodesian 
authorities, he has accepted proposals that can head off an 
escalatin~ conflict and should produce ne~otiations which 
can bring southern Africa closer to peace. 

The United States is proud to have made a contri­
bution. But, we have not done so alone. The principles of 
the settlement set forth are based on the plan outlined by 
British Prime Minister Callaghan on March 22. I wish to 
pay tribute to the Prime Minister and to the United Kingdom, 
with l>lhom we have closely cooperated. Farsighted and 
indispensable contributions were also made by various 
African Presidents. I would like as well to acknowledge 
the constructive role played by Prime Minister Vorster of 
South Africa. 

The road is now open for an African solution to an 
African problem -- free of outside intervention, violence 
and bitterness. This has been the obiective of the United 
States and the purpose of the skillful and energetic 
diplomacy that we have pursued. We call on other nations to 
support, not impede, the African search for a peaceful 
settlement. 

The United States is prepared to continue to help. 
l•7e will not Prescribe for the peoples of Africa what only 
they can bring about. But, we will be available to lend 
our full support to the efforts of the Britis~, the Rhodesians 
of both races, and the African States concerned. 

It is my earnest hope that the several parties 
will now move swiftly to establish the conditions for 
independence in which all of its people can live together 
in harmony. Today we have seen an act of realism that is 
the first step toward that goal. With good will on all 
sides, that vision can become a reality. 

A threat to world peace has been eased. We can 
take satisfaction in the role that we have played. I extend my 
best wishes to the people of Rhodesia and of all Africa. I 
call on all nations to help them shape a future of peace, 
prosperity and human dignity. 
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I will add that at approximately 5:30 or maybe 
a bit later I will have a full briefing by Secretary 
Kissinger, and it is probable that a full briefing will 
be given in the State Department later this afternoon or 
maybe tomorrow morning. 

Thank you very much. 

END (~T 4:35 P.M. EDT) 
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