
FOR Ii-:IHEDIATE RELEASE AUGUST 31~ 1976 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

THE HHITE HOUSE 

TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES: 

I am today submitting to'the Congress the Bicentennial 
La.nd Heritage .1\ct. This proposal establishes a lO"·Yec:tr 
national cormnitment to double Americavs heritage of national 
parks, recreation areas, Hildlife refuges, urban parks, and 
historic sites. The Bicentennial Lane, Herita.ge Act l•rould 
authorize and appropriate funds for the acquisition:~ i111prove··· 
Iaent, rehabilitation, and maintenance of the Hational Parks 
System and .rational V!ilc.life Refuge System anc. increase grants 
to communities to i:r.J.prove park and recreation facilities. 

I:nactment of my proposal >.;ould establish a ~)1.5 billion 
program to: 

provide $141 million to be used to acquire lands 
for parlcs--;1-:-iirdlife refuges~ and recreation areas= 
a..."1d historic sites. 

provide ~5700 Dillion to develoo neu and existinp: 
parl~lands-- and refuges into rec~eation and 
conservation resources ready to serve the public. 

provide ~:il-159 r:lillion for upr;rading and increased 
staffing· for the national Darlcs and Y.rildlife refuges 
syster.1s. 

provide ~~;2o_Q_ !rlllion for grants to cities to upgrade 
present park areas in disrepair. 

This bill also contains a supplemental budget request for 
appropriations totalling ~1. 32 !Jillion for fiscal year 1977 J 

:;31.30 billion to remain available for obligation until 1986. 

The Bicentennial Land Heritage Program will significantly 
influence t~e future of the 31-million acre lJational Park 
System. 'rhe System 3 Ni th its 2 [; 7 areas, contains outs ta.ndinf 
natural features and historical sites. These areas often 
suffer from overuse or deficient maintenance, and areas 1·ri th 
high recreation potential often lack adequate access roads 
and visitor facilities. ~!any of the nationally significant 
historical and archeological sites are deteriorating frorr. 
lacl: of proper protection and sui table resource management 
planning and execution. 'J:he addition of lands to the System~ 
coupled Hi th effective resource management_. 1'Till increase 
opportunities for outdoor recreation, as ~c:ell as insure the 
protection and perpetuation of these resources for future 
generations. Their inclusion would also help to alleviate 
overcroHding problePs c-.t areas currently in the SysteM; where 
sharply accelerated visitation durinc recent years has 
seriously inpactec~. parl-:: resources. 

The Bicentennial Land :reri tage Program :.-rill also be 
important to the J.'Jational ~.iildlife ?efuge Syster:.. r:l'he 378 
~-rational l!ildlife Refuses~ 1!1:1icl1 encompass 32 million acres: 
provide habitat for a 1vice variety of the ~Jation 1 s fish and 
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wildlife. ~he Refuge System, like the National Park System, 
has deteriorated seriously. In the last two decades~ the 
System has doubled in size, and public visitation has 
quadrupled to 30 million visitors a year. Yet, staffing 
has not been increased in the last ten years. M~~Y t~cilities 
such as roads:; buildings, and water management st.::>uctn:roes 
have deteriorated for lack of maintenance. Of even more 
concern is the daily destruction of the Nation's essential 
wildlife habitat which is being bought~ developed 3 polluted, 
or otherwise altered. 

To assist in improving community parks and recreation 
facilities the Program would also authorize funds, pursuant 
to the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, in the 
amount of $200 million to be available for co~~unities to 
use in their recreation programs. 

As part of the Bicentennial Land Heritage Pro~ram, I 
again urge the Congress to act expeditiously and to enact 
the proposed Alaska Conservation Act which was first proposed 
in December 1973 and resubmitted in Barch 1975. I am dis­
appointed that the 94th Congress has failed to take action 
on this initiative. Hy hope is that the Congress will take 
positive action on this important conservation measure, which 
would add more than 64 million acres of land to the National 
Park System and the National Wildlife Refuge System and thus 
double the size of both of these systems. 

The program I now present to the Congress will reaffirm 
our Nation's commitment to preserve the best of our vast and 
beautiful country and the wildlife inhabiting it. It will be 
a sound investment in America which will pay off handsomely 
by permanently insuring and enriching the natural treasures 
to be inherited by future f,enerations. All Americans must 
stand committed to conserve and cherish our incomparable 
natural heritage -- our wildlife, our air, our water resources 
and our land itself. As our nation begins its third century, 
we must renew our commitment to save this great natural 
heritage for the enjoyment of future r,enerations of Americans. 

Accordingly, I strongly urge the Congress to enact the 
proposed 11 Bicentennial Land. Heritage Act of 1976':, which 
establishes a program designed to insure the fulfillment 
of this national coiT~itment. 

GERALD R. FORD 

THE vJHITE HOUSE:; 
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A BILL 

To authorize and appropriate funds for the acquisition~ 
improvement; rehabilitation~ and maintenance of the 
National Park System and the National vJildlife Refuge 
System areas and to increase grants to communities 
to improve parl: and recreation facilities o 

• 
B~ ~!. ~_nacted l?X. ~he Senate and the t£ous~ of 

Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
as~embled? That this-Act may be-cited-as the Bicentennial 
L~nd Heritage Act of 1976 ·0 

SEC. 2. The Congress hereby finds that; 

(a) the unparalleled natural beauty of America~ its 
natural areas, open spaces and valuable Hildli fe habit at 
must be further preserved and protectec_ 

(b) the Hational Parl-:: System and the National 1;Jildlife 
:r,efuge System e.re the repository of much of this natural 
beauty_ 

(c) many community park and recreation facilities need 
improvement and rehabilitation in order to nrovide expa.nded 
recreation opportunities: and 

(d) Americavs Bicentennial is an appropriate opportunity 
to protect and expand our heri tae;e of natural resources. r.rhe 
Congress therefore declares that the Nation should enbarlc 
upon a Bicentennial La.'1d Heritage Pro cram for the benefit 
and enjoyment of future generations of Americans through 
acquisition, improveE1ent, rehab ili tat ion~ and maintenance 
of units of t~e :·rational Pa.rl;: System anc1 the lJational 
:Jildlife :S.efuge System, and to enable our communi ties 
to improve their par~c and recreation facilities o 

TITLE I .. BICmJTENHIAL LAND HERITAGE P:20GRAI1 - 4- - -- ------
SEC. lOlo (a). Tl1ere is hereby established the 

Bicentennial Land Eeri ta.ge Prograr.1· for the a.cquisi tion, 
j_mprovement s rehabilitation, and naintenance of units of 
the l1~tional Parl: SysteM and the :·rational Hildlife 11efu~e 
System, and for the improvenent of community recreation 
facilities. 

(b) In order to fund the 'Bicentennial Land Heritage 
Prograr1 ) 

(1) there are autnorized to be anoropriated to the 
Secretary of the Interior, t~- re~ain available 
until expended but not la.ter than Septen:ber 30) 
1986, the follovring sums: 

(A) fror1 the unappropriated balance of the 
Lane,~ a.J.d Hater Conservation Pund, 
~,110, 000 ll 000 ~ to be usee1 for acquisition 
of lands~ vTaters end interests therein for 
the National Park Systems and ~l30~743)000 
to be used for acquisition of lands, waters 
and interests therein for the l'Jational 
\Iildlife Refuge System: 

more 

• 



1.; 

(B) $500,000~000 for the development of units 
of the Hational Park System., and ~200 ~000 ,000 
for the development of units of the ;Jational 
Wildlife ~efuce Syste~2 

(C) $259,257,000 for deferree facility 
maintenance on units of both the national 
Parl-e System and t~1e IJationa.l 1/lildlife 
refuge Systerr:, and $20,000,000 for fiscal 
year 19 77 and each of the next nine fiscal 
years for operations r.-;.aintena.nce and per·· 
sonnel Hi thin both Systems _0 and 

( 2) the authority of the Secretary of Eousint; and 
Urba.n Development under Section 103 of the 
Housing and Community Developr.1ent Act of 19 7 4 
(PoL. 93~383) is amented 

(A) by inserting the follotdns le.ne:uage after 
subsection (b): 

'·(c) NotNithstandine: any other provision of 
this Act~ and in ac.dition to the amounts made 
available under subsections (a) and (b)~ there 
is authorized to be appropriated not to exceed 
~)200 ,000,000 for fiscal year 1977 for grants 
under this title to units of general local 
government and States pursuant to the allocation 
provisions of Section 106~ except that such 
amount shall be allocated l·Jithout regard to 
or limitation by the hold harmless provisions 
of Section 106(a) and provisions of Section 
106 (c) .. :, and -

(B) by redesignating subsections (c) and (d) 
of Section 103 of such Act as (d) and (e) 
respectively. 

rriTLE II · APPROPRIATIONS 

DEPARTI''lEHT OF HOUSING AlJD URBAN DEVELOPIIEHT 

COPJ.-~UNITY PLANNING AiiJD JEVELOP;mNT 

Community Development Grants 

For an additional amount for contracts Ni th and 
payments to units of general local government and 
States .?-S _?tuthorized ~ ~ection 10 3 (c) of the 
~o~i~& ~ Comnunit~ Developmen~ Act of ~974~ as 
_amended 2 ;,J?OO ~000 .. 000 :~ to remain _a.vcdlable until 
§~temb~ 30-L 19_L2_. 

DEPAR.TiiEHT OF r.ei-I:C IN':VETIIOR 

BUREAU OF OUTDOOR ?ECR':ATIG:'T 

Land and Hater Conservation Func~ 

For an additional ctmount to be derived fro:r1 
the :Land and 1.Jater Conservation Fund· for land 
acquisition: t()_ rernai!}_ avat_lab ~~ until Seotemb er 30. 
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1986, not to exceed :n4o,743,000~ of which (1) not 
to exceed (··110 ,000 ~000 shall be available to the 
:Jational Parle Service and (2) not to exceed 
~::30)743,000 shall be available to the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 

UNITED STATES FISH AND HILDLIFE SERVICE 

Resource ~:1anagement 

For an additional amount for .:Resource management" s 

¢7,000,000. 

Construction and Anadrornous Fish 

For an additional arJ.ount for :construction and 
anadromous fish ~ 026ll 3 95 7 :~ 000; to_ remain available 
until s~~mbe~ 3'h 19 86. 

NATIOrJAL PARK SERVICE 

Operation of the Hational Park SysteTll 

For an additional amount for ;Operation of the 
lJational Park System:') :H3,000 ,000. 

Planning and Construction 

For an additional amount for Plannint; and 
construction·' for_ rehabilitation" reconstruction; 
maintenance...i and new 9onstruction 2 ~ncludinr,: roads 
~nd p_9.rl~@~ %9 4;3oo, 000 _!;_Q. remain available until 
0ePtember 3~ 1986. 

# # # # 

• 




