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Jerry For~ "A Darned Good Ranger" 

By Jeon Bullard 

Gerald R. Fortl will he lhc first 
t-lational Park Serv1cc :o;ea<;Onal 
nn~er lo become \'icc Prc~id..::'t 
of the Unilcd Stalcl> if his nomin:~
tion h confirmed. lli!i nOJme h:ls 
bn orne familiar to mor.t hmerit·ans 
rcccnlly, hul rc~ of u !> in the Pari: 
$-cnicc rea\he (hal Jcrf} f'ord\JoLIS 
a s.ca~C>nal ranger at Ycllov.stone 
the summer of 19J6. · 

·one of the ~l"::afcst summer~ of 
my life.· Jerry Ford rc!lp:>llllc<l 
cnthu!.ia'ilil"ally to n query from 
tl11: f'i}-;WSU:TfER about his sum
mer a:o; a ranger. 

This ans.,.er was delivered W 
his wife. Mrs. Belly ron!. who 
in\·itcd me ... -ilh a W<~rm v.clcome 
lo Ore Ford"s hDtne in Alexamlria. 
Virginia. ~llc saiJ thd lhe Yellow-

. s!onc summer v.·a~ one oOen men
tioned in the Ford family. 
Amon~ the faYorilc ht-dlime 

:.torics or the four Ford t:hildren, 
1;\rs. Ford e.\plaint·cl, v.as the one 
their fat:H:I· us~d ·1o I ell about his 
adventures as a rau~cr reeding the 
b~ars at Yellowstone. 

"""f course we n::.li7.e lh::tt ran~
crs Seeding the h.::<1rs ~·t Y cllo~
stonc i:.;.a thin~ of the past.~ Mrs. 
Foro quicld}' C-'-1'1:1 incd. 

At that moment lter tall "Dion\1 
son. Steve, 17, a se11ior at lo<:al 
T.C:. William:> llir;h· School. enter
ed the li"ifll! r0-:>rn. Mrs. Fort! 
a~keu him. '"${c~·c. do you rem..:m
bcr vour father':; Y t"llo.,. stone 
sl{>ric~'!-

·y0u mean the b<"ar tales"! said 
StC\"C with a smile.-! strre uo.• 

Mr,.. Fonl mc:nlionl"\.1 th:•l ~he 
illfluenrc or lhc v. e!:'l :in\1 the p:trk:> 
h:ts hccn cvill::nt inthcv.lrold.amil~. 
She ~;.~il1 that the Forl\""); J.c.:onJ :.on, 
hd. .• :!1, a rorr:~try ~tuJ..;ut at \!tah 
~!ale Univo.:rsity·. sr.:nt l::!s\ ~timmcr 
"or~in~: in tlti.lh forth~ ti.S. Fore:;! 
Scpicc in a ro~ition similar to 
his f;,ther·s Park Scn·ice j.-.h. 

Mrs. Fon.J ~;en..:n>u<~l)" lent the 
t-;F.WSl.EliER tkir onlr rhoto of 
)ern· Forl1 in his NPS r:m~..:r unl
fMm". The other rhoto of" thcCan)OI\ 
[)!~trid ran~..:rs and r3ni!Cf n::rtu
rali!>ls (H"C p;q:c 7) ._·as ohtaiu~d 
rwm t,~~~ thr,;u~:_h the 
p.:-nist..:nt efforts to _l.ocalc t11m by 
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Else [)ol•t·rly. 
PNRO •. 

parl: technician, 

The NEWSI.ETTER contacted 
:!oC\ cl"al men in the l'holo to k:~.rn 
mon: :llx.\ul !hat summer in Ycl!ow-
!'ilonc. • 

~Jo.:rr)· "'·as a darnr:d good 
ran~:cr.~ pit! his former sur~n·i

·sor. ~~WLJ)~ 
AnJcrM•n. no·"' retired. -, had a 
l~it'a ''f;~,m Jcnr just bst Au~:ust 
mt·ntionin~ his rinc rnc:m<>ri..:s of 

· · that summc1· \lc sharl"t!Jn 't'rllow
slonc."' 

Among the: dnlies Fr&u!.. assir.ned 
to Jcrq was the l:n\; of armed 
r.uard on lhl' lxar-f..:,·Jing truck. 
Every evening ,.i ~ itors. \>en· fcn..:cd-

3 :1 

In in an. area v.·ith benches v.hilc 
gri1.1.ly and blad' l,can. ro:unc<.l 
free .., hen they appcarcd -ahout 
7:30 p.m.r : 

The ranger tn1ck "'ould drive 
into lhc garbage pit to feed tho! 
bears while Jerry rode in the t>ack 
with a guo in·ca:.e there wa:o; any 
trouble. lie never clid have to fire 
a shot but there "'ere some clo\c 
calls. 

Anothr:r ranger duty was mcctin~ 
the VIJ>s at ("3nyon Hotel anti Lod!!e. 
a job that called for ~omeone "ho 
could meet people v.dl and "'ho h;ttl 
a ,.-cry neat appearance in uniform. 
·when I a::.k~d J err,· to do the joh: 
Frank explained, ·he s.aid he fo.:lt 
it was undemocratic ant! un-Amcr
ic-an to gi\'C !.pccbl attention to 
YIPs. but he t.lid the job and tliJ it 
wcll ... 

Eyeryone contaclcd mentioned the 
·c,·cnincs they used to hold"' rr:,llinF: 
matches amone thcmsch.::s aml .... ·ith 
some of the road ere"'· in the com
munity room of the ranj:!cr station. 
One night lh~ CNI\"ersation turn.:d 
to foot ba II and W<n 11<: R ~· .. k su~
gcslcll that Jcrn o-nl J..:mo~trat.: 
a !>lr<~ight-on ta~ktc. 

Ford gave an encn:ctic In and 
both h.: and Wayne wc:nt righllh~c>u)-:h 
the lh:n .rna ~onitc wall into I he 
next room. There follov.·t·d a s;rcal 
scramhle to rerair the damaFCS 
before an-i,al of the (hief rarrt:cr. 

\'{.<1' !ll:..E.>•~i:l\·,....:,:;-.ciflr , .. -. • "pal 
of the r.rc\ln f",£!~l)1!'(1 \\ilh J.<;J.f) 
Ford in the r:~ng.:r station and fn:
<:,~cntly sharcti~d'.q. "'•lb tW,.;. 

~a never :s.a" Jet rv :>ho .. · ;~nr 

eu·itmcnt or ern\)\ ion ,iurinr 3 dif·
ficult rescue or at other times of 
sire!>:;.· s::rid W~~·nc. · 

'"lie v.ould ·al-..avs s.a\·, 'C;~lrri 
(tnwn .:vo.:r~bod}. ti"ll tu~n out all 
rir.ht.' lie "'as ;~1\>a\·s :3.0 rc-liJ.t>lc 
th::~t we loohd to him !lo J:d dif
finrll :~ssi!:nmcnts t.lonr:.ri):hl. e'en 
tlrOUt;h he \1 :t!i Oil~ Of Our }OUII)!Ol 

ralll!t:r~ that summ~r.: ; 
·1n tlro~c \lJYS,.. continu.:J 

W~yne. -ranhcn ~ere on July ~.( 
hours a clay. ~>!.·~·en days a "-CCk. 
You could not gd out of unifos·m. 
without permission from )our uis
trkt r;:~nj:cr "'ho in turn h;..Jtoclcar 
it by p!wnin~ lhc chief ran~:cr al 
Mamm-:>th. 
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ll ... ould furnhh a )!lcdul hrcak 
in the routine, tlc'iritc the inltcrcnt 
hMllnh of fallirt~ niT a hone clur
ing tc:adul ,.~,.m~ of hilarily or 
bcin,~~: cru!>hcd hy lhous.amh _of rcar
(T3JC<l J;lccrs. 

J"vc long :~cho~:aled \mir0rm 
c:ha;~~:c:!> more in kecpirlg wilh t"ur
rwl !>l)'lcs.. and this liU~gc~tion. 
fills the fast £:lJl in m)' o,·crall 
plan. 

Keep the h<~l. tw! add a sc4uinn~d 
l>:1nd and a large os.trit:h plume -
( 3 Ia the Jeff IJa"-i\ hat or lhc mit.l
l91h Century military.) The .~carr 
,.·ilh arro .... hcao uonc in sc4uin~ to 
complement the l>a!'>ic orange r.:olor 
should he accomranit•o hy a match
ing !.houldcr bg (ronJovan.) 

No shirt; namt• tag laltocll on 
~kin. l"PS arro-..·hcad lie-lack to bC 
u·orn in the nilvcf; hip-hug!(cr short 
shorts in. forest green (skin tighl) 
for summer wear with optional 
~:;;lcr pistol ami can of J<etli- Whir. 
(irt 1: ecping "·ith our low profik.s.) 
S.1~clJis. Or!ional dhow-length 
..,J,ifc tlon::; in~ :>oft khl. 

Uniform issue to follow complt:
lion of a 40-hour murse al ~Yalhcr 
in limp Wrist {fusic.) 

Rr the "'ay, it rna~· be of some 
iuiercst to know lhal al present 'he 
do ha.,.c t"'o baslc Ulliforms; sum
mer-short-sleeve grc:-· shirt op~:o 
al lire neck. straw ktl. light-weight 
L·ouscrs. Winter-long-sleeve 
!>hirl. tic, }tt·avy lrou~cn, felt !tal 
and, wltcn required br v.eathcr, 
.~d;ct. 

Nicholal J.Blcser 
. Par~ l'?ar:ger 

Tumacacori NM, Arizon:11 

Nevvsletter Strikes 
a Happy i\Jledium 

)car Editor: 

t just wi.:lh:-tl lo ~\pres!> ho ... much 
eujornl rr::Hiinf! thr: O;.:lClh~·r 29 

HIIC' of the NPS l'>F.w.su:nT:~. 
this is. ·(he fir:s! h~uc for alrno.'t" 
•car th<Jl f hlH" CC'lll' more th:<n 
us! seal) ;~nJ chl'd; to sec "- ho h:n 
r;!n~krrctl ... hac. Thi:s issue 
~ecmnl to me to n"tl;~in a lltlld't 
>-:llt:r hal ... nt:c of W;s ~hinj:11111 and 
idtl ncv. s. W;~ ~fllnJ:Il'" 11e• sis more_ 
nt.:r~~lint to me if it i~·inlt:r.spt·n
d .,. ilh dtarmin~ artidc1 lil.:c 
1'/c.,·-Oid Gal~ ri)r 1-.lt)tml Rainier· 
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Ye/IOI'YS10n& rangers e>nrf r:ln.qr.r-naturalists (Canyon DistriCt}, summer 1935. 
Left to right, fr:rnk H. A.n.lcrsvn. Alf7,1llmf!, .ferry Ford. W<?ync /7!~plo.gfe, -aev· 
1/ilrl. Jo/m ~Adam H;;uld;Jm· Moore.· -Johnny- /hum:. Bob Jennison ::md Thurston 
-Admirar I'P.ery. . 

. 
nar.ger Ford (from P<•9t: 3) 

•Even lo gc> on a picnic ) ou hao to 
a:>k for pcrrnission ::11111 then tell 
where }Ou .,.,NC J;oinr,, who with 
and ~trcn yo11 v.Ot!lo return. Jerry 
was handsome and youn(:. maybe 
24, <Jnd with lhc ~:irb he \l.aS lhe 
mo:.l popular of ul. h.Jchdors lhal 
~ummcr. 

~lie \\a!'l frequently chos~n for 
dance out). Thi!i mr:anl sp~nding 

the c\~rring al the lotlt:e or the 
hold in uniform all ·\·kanl't.l and 
pre~~ecl -..ith rit.ling lx>o!:> polhhcd 
with a clean "hitc dress ~hirl and 
gr~en tic. O~t)limc :!>hirlr. \loCrcgrcy 
wool. .. 

~visitors really norkcd around 

:snd ~ooll ctlitori;JI s I ih• f!owa rtl 
Chapman·!;. For !>Orrtl"limc no ... · I felt 
that th~ NEWSI.ElTI:I~ -..as oYer-

and would onen ask roirrlkss 
quc~tions ju~t as <Ht C'I.Cttse to sa) 
thai they ha,~ talked with a ranger. • 

• One duty J r::rr-y liked W;i s !he eil rl) 
momtnp. c-hcd;, about ~ to 7 ~.rn., 
of every a•Jio in carnp. Rangcn f. 
rcrordctl the m:Jlo;e, !>late and Ji- . 
ccnsc nurnhc-r of earh \chicle and 
type of tent. Wayne said. ~we had 
to run rno:;t of the tirnc to gel !50 
to 200 licenses listed in tl'o hc•urs. 

~Jerry. a foofhall player·. "as in 
good shape anll enjoyed thi ~ cOJrl~ 
utlty. In fact he was· fin!: comp:rny 
because he gcnuinr::ly enjo_1cd j:r~t 
about cvcrylhiut: we ran~.:rs had 
to do,· \'.'aync conl'lut.led. 

Query. from the Fiefd 

- balanced with W;tshin!:lon news. 

Allen F. Simonds 
Sopc.--visory P:-rk Ran;<cr 

Sh'-do"" Mountnin NRA 

P.S. Mayhc I jv~t ~01 !>\'nlimental 
\l·hcn I ~:1w lhc pictures on p.lRc I 
since we tivcu for C>ll\" ;mrJ a half 
)'l'an. in lhe z.h.J!.lo~ of lh:~l old 
Ni!14ually Errlran.:c. ~.h>Uitl J.:ainicr 
~:ak. Just. knowinr. its th:u:~rtcrhas 
been re~tor<·d an.! rdatncJ !1.15 m:.nlc 
my ti:.Jy orir.hter~- ·-

Q. What can you do "hen you gel 
a quc!:lion about a Federal agcnry 1 

or funclion that you cannot ans .... cr? 

A. You can call the Federal lnfor..: 
malion C'c~tlcr in \Our area. 'lbcrc 
arc 36 t:ilics -..·ith ioc:JI l'!Cs anJ in 
37 olhcr cities )Ou t:<Jn m;1.\..c Ioll-i 
free oils It• FICs thn,u,:h tic-li11e:<.. 
For the list. ~l'l'tkral lrtformJ.tion .r 

Centers~ "'rile tu G.:ncr:JI .Scr•ircs 
Atln1inislration. Wa~h., D.C. 2C-IU5.· 




