Digitized from Box 29 of the White House Press Releases at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE AUGUST 11, 1976

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS OF ,THE PRESIDENT
TO THE
PRESIDENT FORD COMMITTEE
HEADQUARTERS STAFF

WASHINGTON, D.C.

L:04 P,M. EDT

Elly, Rog, and all of the wonderful people on
the staff, those paid and those volunteers:

Let me first thank all of you for this wonderful
opportunity to come over here, Elly, that is an unbelievable
number -- 240,924, (Laughter) I am sure glad they are
on my side and not against me. But, I do want to express
my appreciation to them through you. When we first talked,
Elly, we discussed, as you indicated, if we could get
50,000 women actively involved on behalf of President
Ford and Betty, we would be doing very well.

This is a magnificent effort on your part, and
a tremendous expression of the power of women in a
political campaign. I am sure it has had a tremendous
impact on the pre-Convention, I am absolutely certain it
will be a significant contributor to our victory in
November, and I thank you and I thank them.

But, in addition, I would like to express
Betty's and my deep appreciation for all of the people who
have worked here in whatever capacity. I know it has
meant a great deal of sacrifice in your own time, and
your families have likewise been called upon to sacrifice
during your absence.

So, we not only express our appreciation to
those here but to those who have kept the hcme fires
burning while you were working on our behalf.

Secondly, I know a good many of you are going
out to Kansas City. I know many of you will be staying
here and helping the office, to keep it going, so we will
be ready on Thursday morning to go out and get the campaign
going so we can win on November 2.
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I don't intend to make a speech., I will save
that for next Thursday night., I might add it is coming
along very, very well, (Laughter) We have lots of good
things to say about the Republican Party, and we have a
few comments we would like to make about the Democratic
Party, but most of all we are going to talk about the
hopes and aspirations of the American people, which I
think have been ignited sinte the Bicentennial, our 200th
birthday, on July 4,

There is a new spirit in this country. It is
a new spirit that we can get going and keep going for the
next four years so the next 96 years will be even better
for those generations to follow.

Let me express again Betty's appreciation; my
gratitude. I can assure you that we will be out there
working because we feel that what we have done will give
us an opportunity to do an even better job for the
American people.

But, all of you have contributed very significantly
to this great win in Kansas City, and even a greater
victory in November.

Thank you very, very much,
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