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THE ~VHITE HOUSE 
• 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
AND 

QUESTION AND ANShTER SESSION 

ALL:F'!'T C. THOMPSON FIFLD 

TBF PPESIDBNT: T·7e had a l.-TOnderful dav, and I 
think very successful. 

OUFSTION: Do you think you have ~ot the ~ississipoi 
delegation no"~:Ar in your Vest pocket, Mr. President? 

Tt.rr PPFSID'~='~rT: I would never cateP-"orize my visit 
in those terms. He had a. good day, verv successful, a 
warm welco~e. It could not have been hetter. 

QUFSTIQr-J: Hr. President, do vou have to have t'l)e 
Mississippi -- 30 -- clele~ates to ~et the noMination, sir? 

THE PR:F'SIDr~TT: He had more than 113 0 ten davs as:ro. 
Ne are very, very optiMistic about additional ~otes in the 
Mississippi delegation. Be have more delegates todav than 
~re had ten days ap;o. 

OU:F'STIOP: l•.Thv clid vou find it necessarv to corn.e 
here, sir, then? 

TRE PPBSIDFNT: I like the people of Mississippi. 

OUESTimr: 'Mr. Ford, vou are f'-'Oin~ to noll all the 
delegates around the nation as far as petting theirfucut as 
far as the Vice Presidential choice is concerned? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

QUESTION: If that choice turns out to he the 
unanimous decision of the people to be, sav, John 
Connally, are you going to f'-'O alon~ with that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am going to poll all of the 
delegates and all of the alternates, asking· them to P;ive 
me their recommendations in a list of priorities. I will 
also ask the Members of the House and the Senate on the 
Republican side of the aisle. 
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I will also ask the Republican National Committee 
and other outstanding Republicans,and their recommendations 
to me will be very significant in the choice that I make. 
I want to get as much an input, as broad a cross-section 
as I possibly can. I think that is the rip.:ht tJ.ray to do it, 
and I certainly will be guided substantially by their 
recommendations. 

QUESTION: There has been some criticism of you, 
Mr. Ford, concerning your veto of certain programs dealin~ 
tJ.Tith social programs, what have you. Do you think that is 
warranted criticism, that you are not attuned to the poor 
in this country? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not at all because if you look 
at the budget,! recommended in almost every category more 
money for education, more money for health, more money 
for many of the social programs than had been previously 
recommended or approved. It is just that you can do just 
so much, and it was a sound recommendation and I fully 
stand by it. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, how many delegates did 
you meet with individually in the hotel room? 

THE PRESIDENT: I met with the whole delegation. 
I did not meet with any individual delegates except some of 
the leaders in the Mississippi delepation. 

OUESTION: ~7hat did they say? 

THE PRESIDENT: It looked good. 

END (AT 6:55 P.M. CDT) 

• 

/ 




