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THh WHITE HOUSL

STATEIENT BY THE PRESIDENT

I have today signed an Exgcutive Order which establishes
the Federal Energy Office 1in the Executive Office of the
President and wnhich transfers to tiie FEO the functions and
resources of tile Federal Energy Administration.

This action was made necessary by the expiration today
of the Federal Energy Administration and the failure of tae
Congress to complete action on legislation extending tne
expiration date.

It has been clear for months that functions assigned
To tiie FEA nust be continued beyond its statutory expiration
date. Last PFevruary, I reminded tihe Congress of tnis need
and asked for an extension of 39 rnonths =- a period which
was consistent wita major program responsibilities assigned
to the FEA by the Energy Policy and Conservation Act which
tne Congress passed in December 1975.

Both the House and the Senate have passed extension
bills but thne periods of the extensions differ and boti
0ills include provisions uinrelated to tihne extension. A
ilouse=Senate Conference Commilittee has been attempting to
reconcile these differences in order to produce an acceptable
bill, but it is clear taat the Congress will not complete
action on tiais legislation before midnight tonigat, wiaen
the existing FZA autilorization expires. Furtnermore, the
011l currently under review by the Conferees includes a
nuwiber of provisions tnat will requilre very careful evaluation
before I make & decision.

ihe Zxecutlve Order I am signing today will pernit
continuation of the essential energy programs of the FZA
wnlle consideration of a legislative extension continues.





