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THE \JHI'l1:C: HOUS~ 

STATEilE:ti'l' BY THE PrlliSI::Jt:rJT 

I have today signed an ExE;cutive Oruer 'l'lhic!1 establishes 
the Federal Energy Office in the Executive Office of the 
President and which transfers to the FEO the functions and 
resources of ti1e Federal Energy Administration. 

This action was maae necessary by the expiration today 
of the Feueral Eneri;;Y Administration and the failure of t:1e 
Con5ress to complete action on ler;islation extending t:i1e 
expiration date. 

It has been clear for months that functions assigned 
to t~1e F£A must be continued beyond its statutory expiration 
date. Last February, I reminded t~1e Congress of ti1is need 
and. asked for an extension of 39 months -- a periou t'lhich 
was consistent witJ.1 major program responsibilities assisned 
to the PEA by tne Energy Policy and Conservation Act \'lhich 
tne Cont;ress passed in December 1975. 

Both the House a.ad the Senate have passed extension 
bills but tne periods of the extensions differ and both 
oills include provisions unrelated to tne extension. A 
liouse-Senate Conference Comr.1i ttee has been attempting to 
reconcile these differences in order to produce an acceptable 
bill, but it is clear t•1at the Congress 'i'Till not complete 
action on tnis legislation before midnight tonight, when 
tne existing FEA auti.l.orization expires. Furt~1ermore, the 
·oill currently under revieH by the Conferees includes a 
nUL1ber of provisions tnat will require very careful evaluation 
before I make a. decision. 

'J.lt1e Zxecuti ve Order I a1:1 sis:ning today \vill perr.1it 
continuation of the essential energy programs of the F2A 
while consideration of a legislativa extension continues. 
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