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Lrnie Banks and Joe Garagiola came to the White House and travéled

with him on M ' rine one to Aindrews. Also guests on AFl with the Iresident

Were three sportsc writers...vavid Isreal of the VWash. Star, Jim MNurray
Of the LA Times and John Underwood of ESports Illustrated. All rode with

the Iresident in his compartment of the plane. talfers aboard were
Cheney, Nessan, Greenspan, and stu Spencer who said he was along because
"I'm a jock." Wessan said Garagiola did most of the tallking spinning
"5000 baseball stories. He Justtells one after the other." Gargiola
was also handing out bubble gum cards with his own picture on them.

Trip from airvort tothe stadium wasuneventful.

ThePresident went immediately to a reception where he spent about
twenty minutes greeting baseball officials. Ioolers recognized few of
them althcugh Joe Cronin Iresident of the American j.eague was there.

Ilone baseballers in attendance were lMayor Frank Rizzo and Danny kKaye.

The Ifresident next went to the dressing room of the naticnal league
ballplayers. He was met by llanager Sparky Anderson who escorted him
around the rocm to each players locker., All of the Fational Leaguers
E®® had baseballs ready for the rresident to sign. He autographed each
one in turn. The Iresident seemed to know something about each of the
players and had remarks for each. Gteve Garvey, of Los iAngeles, offerred
the fresident a ha# (baseball type) and asked kxmxwFord what size he wears.

wxrkeit. "Depends on how the polls are going," answered the Iresident.
Johnny Bench gave him enogher cap and Dgve Conception, like Bench of the
Cincinnati Reds asked about Mrs. Ford's health., John Montefusco of S.F.
Giants gave the Iresident a sort of bear hug and said, "If you ever need
anyone to pitch for you, I'll do it." VYhen he was introduced to Robin
Roberts, former pitching great of the rhila. rhillies, the iresident said,
"Ch yes, Michigan State (Roberts' alma mater) I know you."

Then the Iresident moved over to the Apmerican league locker room and
because of the press of time and the fact they didn't have so many balls
to sign went through it in about half the time. ¥hen he met George EBrett
of ¥ansas City who is lezdingthe league in hitting he said "I saw a nice
story on you (Brett was on the cover of Sports Ijlustrated about three
weeks ago) Good luck." When he was signing a ball for Mark Belanger (&8
of the Bglt. Crioles) the President said "I read the sports pages first.
It has a fifty-fifty chance of being right.X If you read t e front page...,-

as Ford paused Belanger said "the cdds are against you." "That's right"
the Fresident agreed. Carl Yastrezemski of the Boston Redsox kidded
IMr. Ford about associating with a mediocre hitter like Garagiola. When -
Tord got to Ired Lynn of Boston Ford asked "are you hitting t:ird?"
meaning third bestin the league. Iynn said "I wish I was. I've slipped
a couple of notches.

The President stopped and talked for some time with Letroit starting
pitcher Mark Fidrych., Fidrych said afterward the Iresident had called him
kkEx¥axk after he pitched recently in Bgltimore against the NY Yankees.
Fidrych asked the I'resident since the call wasnever completed, if it had
actually been he who called. The Iresident assured him it was. TFidrych
said he was out to dinner when the call came and had thought it was "One
of my teammates trying to deke me." (Definition of deke - "to fool")
Pidrych said ho poolers he wasn't as interested in talking with the
President as he was in talking with Jack Ford. idrych said "I wanted to
ask him what Chris iyert is like." Pooler talked with Juck Ford later.
Fidrych had reached young Ford to ask him that. Ford said "If you're
interested, I'l1l set you up."

President had a brief wait to be introduced in the AL dugoub. He

hefted a bat and took a ccuple of practice swings...in time honored

Yalter ;s hi !
alte “1tty fashion. ‘DeFrankIB(—d‘me‘"/ GW\OW\.





