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7IIE HHI'l'E liOUS:S 

CAPTIVE NATIOiJS i:JEEK, 1976 
• 

BY 1'HE PRESIDSNT OF 'I'HE UNI'rED S!j_1ATES OF AIIERICA 

A P::tOCLAHATIOJ 

This year we mark the beginning of our third century 
as an independent nation. Two hundred years ago our 
Declaration of Independence declared that ;'all men are 
created equal." It did not say ::all Americans:: but 
embraced all me:n everyNhere. Throu~:;hout our history we 
have repeatedly demonstrated our conviction anu concern 
that men ru"'ld v1omen throughout the %'Orld should share the 
full blessings of liberty. 

As we celebrate our Bicentennial) it is important 
that we let the world know that America still cares, that 
the torch in the Statue of Liberty still burns brightly. 
':ehe world should lmoi·J that we stand for freedom and 
independence in 1976, just as we stood for freedom and 
independence in 1776. 

For hm centuries; the fundarr..ental basis of Anerican 
policy to\·.rard other nat ions has re2:1aineC. unchanged: the 
United States supports the as~irations for freedom, 
independence and national self--determination of all peoples. 
He cio not accept foreign clonination over any nation. t~e 
reaffirm today this principle and policy. 

The Eighty-- Sixth Congress .. by a joint resolution approved 
July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 212): authorized and requested the 
President to proclaim the tl1ird ueek in July of each year 
as Captive dations Week. 

~JOH, rl1HZRZFORE ~ I, GERALD ~, P.OT(J; President of the 
U~1ited States of America., do herebv desi:mate the week 
beginning July 18; 1976 ~s CaptivevNatio~s Week. 

I call upon the people of the G:11ited States to observe 
this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities and I 
urge rededication to the aspirations of all peoples for 
self-determination and liberty. 

IN \H~,aESS ~rt:ER::OF 

3 ec::>n:l day of July 
hundred seventy. ·six~ and 
United States of America 

• 
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I have hereunto set my hand this 
in the year of our Lord nineteen 

of tl1e Independence of the 
the two ~untredth. 

GERALD R. FORD 
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