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Tlii HHI'rE HOUSE 

FAC'r SHEE'J., 

iJA'l'IO~·JAL COI'IiHSSIO,J Oil THE OBSEHVANCE OF 

IlJ'l'LHl~A':VIO!JAL \·JOH:.-:!J' S YEAH 

The President today accepted the report of the lJational 
Commission on the Observance of International \Jomen' s Year 
and ru1nounced the appointment of a new Presiding Officer 
of the Co~nission. 

The President also took this occasion to announce that he 
has directed the Attorney General to develop, in consultation 
with affected Federal agencies, a plan to review the entire 
United States Code to determine the need for revising sex­
based provisions that are not justified. 

BACKGROUHD 

The National Commission on the Observance of International 
Women's Year was created by President Ford on January 9, 1975, 
when the President signed Executive Order llB32. The purpose 
of this Commission was to pror11ote tl1e national observance in 
the United States of International Women's Year. 

On April 2, 1975, the President appointed 35 members from 
private life to the Commission. They were joined by 4 members 
from the Congress. Jill H.uclcelshaus was named the Presiding 
Officer. 

On l'Jovember 25, 19 75, tl1e President extended the life of the 
Commission to June 30, 1970. 

In December of 1975, a bill was signed by the President 
( P. L. 94-16 7) extending the life of tl1e Cor.1;:;1ission for the 
purpose of organizing and convening a Hational Homen's 
Conference, to be preceded by 56 state and territorial 
conferences. ~he purpose of these conferences will be to 
assess progress toward insuring equality for all women and 
to set goals for eliminating barriers toward their full and 
equal participation in American lii'e. 

Today, the President accepted the report of the Commission 
as required by Executive Order llJJ2. 

DESCRIPTIOa OF IlHTIA':CIVES 

The President has directed the Attorney General to develop, 
in conjunction with affected Federal asencies, a comprehensive 
plan for accornplis:1int;; a revie~<'V of the United States Code 
to determine need for revision of sex-baseJ provisions that 
are not justified. 

Also, the President encouraged the Governors of all t~1e States 
to initiate a similar review of all State laws to bring them 
into harmony with our American philosophy of absolute equality 
under the law. He suggested that the State and national 
conferences should help in this process. 
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A problem the President also suc:::estec1 for attention at the 
State &'1d national conferences is the 1Jic~e:1inE earnings gap 
between men and wooen. lie further stated that this will be 
aderes sed immediately as a matter of :priority for :'lis 
Aclministration. 

APPOI\TT''i'?i'TFTIS 
---· -~ 1--J ....... 

The President announcec. the appointment of Judce Elizabeth 
.f.\.thanasalcos a.s the nevr PresiC'.ing Officer replacing Jill 
~'.ucl-~elshaus ivho has resicned as the Presidine. Officer. Judrre 
Athanasakos is a former municipal judge and a practicinr 
attorney from Ft. Lauderdale~ Florida. She l1a.s served. as 
Chairperson of the HE'VJ Advisory Co:rn..r.'littee on the ~izhts anc1. 

P..esponsibilities of '!onen~ and as a menber of the Presic~ent · s 
·rc•.sk Force on 1Jon:.en; s Rights anc~ Eesponsil)ili ties. 

~he President also indicatee that Ersa Poston will serve as 
vice Presi~ing Officer. Ms. Poston is the Past President of 
the nevr Yorl'.: State Civil Service Commission and is currently 
serving c:.s a I~1eD.ber of the Com,'11ission. 

r.!:'his norning the appointr,lent of ne1r n:embers of the Comr1ission 
~-ras announced. rrhey are; 

~Jora Jinenez Casiano, of Puerto :·~ico ~ ::Jusiness Ne.na£rer 
of Caribbean Business~ Isla Verde, Puerto Rico vice 
Barbara Ber.c;mann~ resi,::;ned. 

Jocelyn !'iaurie Dan ' . .Turzburgs of Tennessee, ~-Iember of 
the 'c:'ennessee Cor:rrilission for !~umc:m Developr.:ent, I·~e1:1phis, 
Tennessee vice I'lary .S, Colen1an, resi:ynec;_. 

~'la.ry GerDany 3 of ~·~ississippi~ T~lectlon Cormnissoner~ 
I·leridian; Lississ ippi vice Kathc.rine Hepburn; resif'nec1 .• 

~·:Ting Hsus of ~·TeN Jersey~ ~Ia118.[er of International 
Yia.rket ing Planning at ~:::CA; Hc1·! York, i1evr York vice 
liiilliam C, r.Iercer ~ resigned. 

Shirley Price, of i{entucky, forn:er elementc:.ry teacher, 
Louisville~ ::entucl;;:y vice 1.Teston C~ristopherson} resi!7nec~. 

Patricia Saiki, of Em·mii, IIen:ber of the State Senc,te, 
Honolulu, Ha~·'aii ~ vice ')infield !':'unn s resi 8'-'necL 

Jean .Stapleton, of California, n_ctress) Los A::1Feles,) 
Calfornia vice Patricia Carbine~ resir-~ed. 
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