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THE HHITE HOUSE 

r_rr:x? OF F\El-1ARKS ~y THE PRESIDE:'JT 
TO B:C DELIVEEED TO THE NATIONAL 

COf:!HISSION ON THE OBS:SRVANCE OF INTERl~ATIOHAL 
Hor~E~~ 's YEAR 

EAST GARDE~J 

Let me thank all the mer,bers of the Comrrdssion for t',1e 
job you have done in identifying the barriers whicl1 block 
I'Wmen 1 s full participation in our national life. 

I also thank the many others i'·Tho contributed to this 
report, many of N·hom are here today. You have rn.y assurance 
I will study your report with the same care you toolc in 
preparing it. 

I regret Jill Ruckelshaus Nill be unable to continue e.s 
Presiding Officer of the Commission. But I am plec:u~ ec. 'lfle ~vill 
still have the benefit of your talents as a r.ember of t~e 
Commission. 

'Ihis afternoon it is my privilege to announce the ap:ooint­
ment of Elizabeth Athanasakos as the ne'ltT Presid.ine Officer. 
Betty is a. practicing attorney and a former rilunicipal judge. 

She has served as Chairperson of the H.Z.H. Advisory 
Committee on the Rie_.;hts and Responsibilities of Homen, and as 
e. member of the President v s Task Force on \.!omen 7 s Ilishts and 
Jesponsibilities. 

Betty will be ably assisted by Ersa Poston as Vice 
Presiding Officer. Ersa is the past president of the New York 
State Civil Service Commission. 

~oday, the Commission enters a neH p:1ase. You are noN 
charged vlith planning and convening 56 state and territorial 
conferences and a national vvomen 1 s conference. 

'I'o those commission ner.1bers who are unable to continue 
servin~, let Be add a personal note of than~s for a fine job 
done. You can be proud of Hhat you have accomplished ··-· and 
confident that your work will be carried on in the sRrne spirit 
of dedication by the new members 't'~hose appointments 11-re announceC', 
this Iilorninr. 

rl'he vTOrk of this Corrrnission is not just for vmmen~ but 
for the whole United States. Because this nation is founded 
on the principle that all citizens s!1are the sarr:e rights ···-· anC. 
,.;hat affects t~1e rights of one affects the freedor of all. 

1Jlhe job before us, in vvhich you vrill play such an ir.:portant 
role, is to bring our national life into hermony with our national 
philosophy. ?hat is an a"Nesor,;.e tas}: ··-·- but vre :have faced such 
tasks before. 
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America faced such a task one century ago. We had to 
eliminate a shameful contradiction bet\f.reen our political 
philosophy ... _ which proclaimed all persons eaua'i "- - aad our 
nation 1 s daily life -- in which four million men and WOQen 
were slaves. 

l''lany of America's early crusaders for v'romen 's rights i'Jere 
active in the abolitionist mover:.ent. It \lras there t:l1ey learned 
to organize, to speak out in public; and to develop a philosophy 
of their own basic rights. 

• 
It is a bitter irony of American history that when the 

Fifteenth Amendment Has passed in 1370, at long last givinc 
the vote to black men, it did not enfranchise ~'lomen" ei tl1er 
black or white. That was to wait another fifty years. 

r1ore than half a century after Homen: s suffrase becane 
law_ much still remains to be done. not just compassion, but 
justice and logic dictate that we remove the inequities t~at 
still exist. 

We must remove the injustices suffered by those like 
I~rs. !'1ary Heath. '\ITho is here rli th us toc~ay. For 33 years.. sl1e 
Harked 1'1i th her i1usband. .. side by side; buil•ling a Nebras!ca 
ranch to pass on to their children. 

In 1974 her husband passed away and I1rs. I-ieatl1 learned 
she raight have to sell that ranch to pay off the estate tax. If 
she had died first; her husband would not have been facea with 
such a painful choice. But accorc:.in:; to tax law .• her years 
of work counted for nothing. Unless she could prove she had 
contributed money to the purchase or improvement of the ranch, 
for tax pur::_:)oses she v-ras no better t:1an a strant;er 0!1 her mm 
land. 

This problem is not unique to farm wm~en. It is nothi~g 
more or less than a i>lidmv' s tax and it is noti.1inc more or lesG 
than a 6ross injustice. 

Last Ilarch I proposed lezislation to eliminate t:1at 
injustice ··-· legislation that still a'·raits action by the 
Congress. 

That proposal was part of this Admin1stration 1 s efforts 
across a wide front. Since becoming President I have supported 
and signed into law legislation prohibitinG sex discrimination 
in h6usins. in credit; and in education. 

Some of the laus discriminating acainst 1hJ'Omen appear 
petty or even ridiculous. But the fact is:. they are a 11 
~auallY un i_ust --- all equally demeaning to Americans ·. · · ·and 
all equally inconsistent Nith the American philosophy of 
equality. 

1;here are different ways to appr•oacll this proble::l. One 
Hould be to at·Tait ti1e ratification of tl1e Equal Rig:i1t3 Amend·"· 
ment. As you know, I am in favor of the E.~.A.~ and I hope 
to see it part of our Constitution before long. 

But injustice cannot wait upon politics_ nor upon the 
lengthy public discussion which has already delayed ratifica· 
tion of this Constitutional amendment. 
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r.:'he tiP'le to act is }"lOH 0 ~ - here fore- I havr- t0(1 oV r~~irec t8d 
the Attorney General to develop" in consultatiO::"l 1Titi1 o_ff0cte( 
Pedera. l !~e.;en cies a r: l8.n to revie'l'' t"te e:.--ltire Ur~j_tec\ C::tn.'ces 
Code. 

S:'l1e purpose -vdll be to c\eter: ' ine the neeCl for revj_sirJT 
sex--based provisions that 2.re l10t j u.st ifiecJ in 12.1-T !lor 
supported by wise policy. 

I encourc.ge ti1e Governors• of a.ll th.f'· ~.te,t2s to init18.te 
a sirr.ilar revie1~1 of :111 state lmrs -· to 'r:riYJ.r:- t:1eF j_J!to 
han:ony "i'd th our f'.r1:eri can p:1ilosoyJ:.y of al:Jsolute equalit" 
under the la~Ar , 

•I~my outda.tec l8J-"'S <?.nd statutes :-w.ve e.l:!."e8rJ.y been 
i~entified and Qa~y of you here todav have t~ken part ir 
that effort. I 2.rc: sure you Hill ar:-r-se t~'"\8t t l1") tir:·· e ·1as coyr:e 
for a massi ve Feteral effort. 

I aw also confident that t he ftate conf~rences to he ~e J( 
by your Cor.:rrission Hill helD i.:J. u~:ts nrocess o 

Another proble~ I ~ould surrest for vour attentjon 2t 
t :1 ose conferences is the ~,ri(er. i~::: : earnin-:?S f'cYJ betueer r-:.en 
anci ''Jonen. 

~his has very 3erious irrnlications. not just for wo~en 
being denied the weres they deserve but for the entire 
P_r·.erica:1 economy. 

It is 2. prob ler;, He will a.dtress ir! t he irrn.eci8.te future 
a ffiatter of priority for this Ad~inistration 

;~y Ac~.ministration is firrr,lv corr.n·ittec to le f-"8. 1 J.r•f 
economic .justice for •i!or,·en, 

I speak noH not only as Presi0.ent ~ 1)u_t a lso as a hu">b-8_'1;; 
an~ father. I prize the intividualitv an~ in(eren~ence of tje 
two vwmen in -ny farnily. I :::u-:-. proud that '::":-ettv hns becor'e 3. 

leader in her ovm ri;~-~J.t and I Hant to ensure that ot1r dauF"l~ter 
Susan will have t~e sare freeCo~ of cho ic e and onno~tunj_ty as 
our sons: :·~ ike . Jacl;: and ('teve . 

):3 t!:"1e United -'::tates enters its tT.i~_~ ,-_-1_ centur;r ~ we c2r. 
ill ~fford to disregard the rirhts - or nerlect the strer ~th~ 
and talents of one ·alf our population. 

'l'here is no such thine:- as : Torcen : s '-:J_~· ltt c:; , rc'he re are 
only the riphts of all A~ericans to life li~ertv an? the 
pursuit of hRDpiness. 

\Jon,en ; s richts shoul( ;::·ot 'ne r:~TF.l.nte,~! a.E· P.!'l act of 
charity for those rights are theirs alread7, ny elirinatir~ 
the barriers to free~o~ . we are doin~ no Nnre thar. ~ulP~llin~ 
a pror ise Dade in Philadelp~ia two hundred ve8rs 2~0. 




