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TCXT OF REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO BC DELIVERED TO THE NATIONAL
COMMISSION ON THE OBSERVANCE OF INTERNATIONHAL
WOIMEN 'S YLAR

EAST GARDEL

Let me thank all the members of the Coumission for tae
Job you have done in identifying the barriers which block
women's full participation in our national life.

I also thank the many others who contributed to this
report, many of whom are here today. You have my assurance

I will study your report with the same care you took in
preparing 1it.

I regret Jill Ruckelshaus will be unable to continue eées
Presiding Officer of the Commission. But I am pleased we will

still have the benefit of your talents as a member of the
Commission.

This afternoon it is my privilege to announce the apvroint-
ment of Elizabeth Athanasakos as the new Presiding Officer.
Betty is a practicing attorney and a former municipal judge.

She has served as Chairperson of the H.z.'. Advisory
Committee on the Rights and Responsibilities of Women, and as
a member of the President's Task Force on VWomen's nights and
Responsibilities.

Betty will be ably assisted by Ersa Poston as Vice
Presiding Officer. Ersa 1s the past president of the New York
State Civil Service Commission.

“oday, the Commission enters a new phase. You are now
charged with planning and convening 56 state and territorial
conferences and a national women's conference.

To those commission members who are unable to continue
serving, let me add a personal note of thanks for a fine job
done. You can be proud of what you have accomplished .- and
confident that your work will be carrlied on in the szme spirit
of dedication by the new merbers vhose appolntments we announced
this morning.

The work of thils Cormission is not Jjust for women, but
for the whole United 3tates. Because this nation is founded
on the principle that all citizens gshare the same rights --- and
what affects the rights of one affects the freedor of all.

The Job before us, iIn which you will play sucih an irmportant
role, is to bring our national 1life into hermony with our national
philosophy. That 1s an awesore task --- but we have faced such
tasks before.
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America faced such a task one century ago. We had to
eliminate a shameful contradiction between our political
philosophy -~ which proclaimecd all persons equal wr_and our
nationis daily 1life =~ in which four million men ana wonen
were slaves.

tlany of America’s early crusaders for women's rights were
active in the abolitionist moverent. It was there they learned
to organize, to speak ocut in public, and to develon a philosophy
of thelr own basic rights.

It 1s a bitter irony of American history that when the
Fifteenth Amendment was passed in 1370, at long last giving
the vote to black men. 1t did not enfranchise women, either
black or white. That was to walt another fifty years.

More than half a century after women’s suffrage becane
law, much still remains to be done. 1ot Just compassion, but

Justice and logic dictate that we remove the inequities that
still exist.

We must remove the injustices suffered by those like
lirs. Yary Heath. who is here with us tocay. For 33 years. she
worked with her nusbancé, side by side. building a Nebraska
ranch to pass on to their children.

In 1974 her husband passed away and !irs. heatil learned
she night have to sell that ranch to pay off the estate £3x. 1If
she had died first, her husband would not have been faced with
such a painful ch01ceo But accorcdinzg to tax law, her years
of work counted for nothing. Unless she could prove she had
contributed money to the purchase or improvement of the ranch,
for tax purposes she was no better than a stranger on her own
land.

This problem 1s not unique to farm women. It is nothing

more Or less than a wildow's tax_. and it is nothing more or less
than a gross injustice.

Last ilarch I proposed legislation to eliminate that
injustice -~ legislation that still awaits action by the
Congress.

That proposal was part of this Administration’s efforts
across a wide front. Since becoming President I have supported
and signed 1nto law legislatlon prohibiting sex discrimination
in housing, in credit. and in education.

Some of the laws discriminating agailnst women anpear
petty or even ridiculous. But the fact is. they are all
eaually uniust -- all equallv demeaning to Americans - and
all equally inconsistent with the American nhilosophy of
equality.

There are different ways to approacii this problen. One
would be to awalt the ratification of the Equal Rights Amend-
ment. As you know, I am in favor of the E.R.A.. and I hope
to see it part of our Constitution before long.

But injustice cannot wait upon politics, nor upon the
lengthy public discussion which has already delayed ratifica-:
tion of this Constitutional amencdment.
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