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THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THF PRESIDENT

I have signed H.R. 12203, the Foreign Asslistance and
Related Programs Appropriation Act, 1976, and the period
ending September 30, 1976. The bill appronriates funds
for a varlety of programs in support of U.S. foreisn volicy
obJectives, most importantly our pursult of a peaceful
solutlon to the problems of the Middle East.

Nevertheless, I have serious reservations regarding one
element of the bill, and believe 1t is necessary to comment
on why I have signed the bill notwithstanding mv objections
to 1t.

Title I of the bill contains a provision which condiltions
the availahllity of appropriated funds; in certain instances,
upon the acculescence of the Appropriatlions Committees of each
House of Congress. Thils requirement violates the fundamental
constitutional doctrine of separation of powers. While simi.
lar provisions have heen 1ncluded in congressionzl enactments,
and have been found objectionable on these grounds, this
particular reaculrement 1s especially onerous in that it 1in-
trudes upon the execution of programs in nineteen different
appropriation categories.

Since I view this nrovision as severable from what 1s an
otherwise valid exercise of legislative authority, and because
i1t 1is presented for mv signature in the last week of the fiscal
vear, I am not withholding my approval. We shall continue to
work with the Apnrovriations Committees, as with 211 Commlttees
of the Congress, in a spirit of cooperation. We shall continue
to keen the Congress fully informed on a current basls on the
execution of the laws. However, we shall not concur in a
delegation of the powers of apnropriatlon to two Committees
of Congress.





