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BY THE P~ESIDENT OF THE UNI':BD .STATES OF M'!ERICA 

A PROCLMTA~:ION 

r·Ullions of Americans ·-~·· men~ women~ and children ··~~ 
are planning to see and participate in Bicentennial activities. 
An expected twenty million visitors from abroad will also 
participate. 

The overwhelmin~ majority of those involved in 
Bicentennial related activities will travel on the Nation's 
road,'lays. Since the beginninc of the automobile age, over 
tv..ro million Americans have died on our I·Jation? s l:'lig:hNays. 
'rhis exceeds the cor.1bined total of all the fatalities 
suffered in all the 11mrs that this country has fought since 
its foundinf. 

~he Congress has requested (H.J. Res. 726) that the 
necessity for hie:h~·ray safety be recognized by Presi1ential 
proclamation so that our Bicentennial year does not become 
one of unparalleled carnage and slau~hter on the highways. 

The Con~ress has further requested that all Americans 
participate in monthly safety pro~rans durin~ a ~ational 
Bicentennial High'tl-ra.y Safety Year: i<Jit:1 emphasis on the 
following specific activities: July- Safer Drivin~~ 
Aup:ust ~~ Roadside Obstacle EliElination: September - Save 
Our Children: October ~· Sizns and Sip:nals; November -
Eailroad Crossinr Protection~ Decenber ·· Alcohol and 
Problem Drinkers: January - Safety Education~ February -
Safer Bridges, r'larch ~ Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety·. 
April - Pavenent ~larking and DelL1eation: TTay -· Highv..ray 
Hazard Removal: and June -· Safety Belts and Child Restraints. 

Nm~r~ THFTIEFORE, I~ GERALD /l. FORD, President of the 
United States of America~ do hereby proclaim that the 
twelve-month period beginning the month of July: 1976 is 
designated as National Bicentennial Hig~fay Safety Year. 

As requested by the Congress, I call upon Americans 
in all walks of life, in both the public and private 
sectors, as individuals~ groups, and or~anizations~ to 
participate in appropriate programs and activitiess at 
home, at Nork~ and on the hir;hHay~ so that lives may be 
saved and injuries prevented -~· symbolizinp.; the rederii'" 
cation of the American people to li vin~ and vorJdnp: 
together in a spirit of mutual cooperation" harrr~ony .• 
dignity, and respect in order to achieve better, healthier, 
happier lives for all. 

IN 1HTNESS hTHEREOF, 
thirtieth day of June 

hundred seventy~sixs and 
United States of ~~erica 

• 

I have hereunto set my hand this 
in the year of our Lor0 nineteen 
of the Independence of the 
the two hundredth. 

GERALD R. FO.~D 

JI rr 
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