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THE WHITE HOUSE

NATIONAL BICENTENNIAL HYIGHWAY SATETY YEAR, 1976
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Millions of Americans -- men., women, ancd children --
are planning to see ané particlpate in Bicentennial activities.
An expected twenty million visitors from abroad will also
particinate.

The overwhelmning majority of those involved 1n
Blcentennial related activities wlll travel on the Nation's
roadways. Since the beginning of the automobile age, over
two million Americans have dled on our Hation's highwayvs.
This exceeds the comnbined total of all the fatallties
suffered in all the wars that this country has fought since
its founding.

The Congress has requested (H.J. Res. 725) that the
necessity for highway safety be recognized bv Presidential
proclamation so that our Bicentennial year does not become
one of unparalleled carnage ané¢ slauzhter on the highways.

The Congress has further requested that all Americans
varticinate 1In monthly safety programs durines a National
Bicentennial Highway Safety Year. with emphasis on the
following specific activities: July -~ Safer Driving:
August -~ Roadside Obstacle Elimination: Sentember -~ Save
Our Chilldren: October - Signs and Signals; Movember -
Rallroad Crossing Protectlon: Decenber - Alcohol and
Problem Drinkers: January - Safety Zducation: February -
Safer Bridges: March - Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety:
April -~ Pavement Marking and Delineation: 'Mav -~ Highway
Hazard LRemoval: and June - Safety Belts and Child Restraints.

NOW, THFEREFORE, I, CGERALD R. FORD, President of the
United States of America, do hereby proclalim that the
twelve-month neriod beginning the month of July. 1976 is
designated as Mational 3icentennial Highway Safety Year.

As requested by the Congress., I call upon Americans
in all walks of life, in both the pnublic and private
sectors, as individuals, groups, and orcanizations, to
participate in appropriate programs and activities, at
home, at work, and on the hishway, so that lives mav be
saved and Iinjuries nrevented -~-- symbollzing the rededi--
cation of the American people to livine and working
together in a splrit of mutual cooperation, harmony.
dignlty., and respect in order to achieve better, healthier,
happler lives for all.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set myv hand this
thirtieth c¢ay of June 1n the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred seventy-six, and of the Indenendence of the
United States of America the two hundredth.
CERALD R. FORD
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