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Office of the ~fuite House Press Secretary 

BICENTEHl'TIAL IH:OEPElJDEHCE 'JAY 

BY THE PRESIDEI-T':L' OP 'J:HE Ul'JI'l,ED STATES OP J\.?1EiliCA 

A PROCLAILI.\TIO~J 

The Continental Congress by resolution adopted 
July 2; 1776; declared that thirteen American colonies 
1r.tere free and independent states. ·-~1·'10 days later" on the 
fourth of July; t~e Congress adopted a Jeclaration of 
Independence which proclaimed to the world the birth of 
the United States of America, 

In the two centuries that have passed_ we have 
matured as a nation and as a i)eonle, He have gained the 
wisdor:J. that age ancl experienc~ b~ing:, yet we have l·:c;;t the 
strength and idealism of youth. 

In this year of our Nation 1 s Dicentennial~ we enter 
our third century with the knowled[P that we have achieved 
greatness as a nation and have contributed to the good of 
mankind. '=de face the future uith renev~ed dedication to 
the principles embodied in our Declaration of Independence: 
and with renewed gratitude for those who pledged their 
lives; their fortunes and their sacred honor to preserve 
individual liberty for us. 

In recognition of the tvm hundredth anniversary of tbe 
great historic events of 1776, and in keeping wit~ ~he wishes 
of the Concress; I ask that all Americans join in an extenued 
period of celebration. thanksciving and prayer on the second) 
thirc1~ fourth and fifth days of July of our Dicente:mial 
year ...... so that people of all faitl1S: in their m:n way~ Ii1.e.y 
give thanks for the protection of divine Providence through 
200 years) and pray for t:1e future safety and happiness of 
our 1Jatioa. 

To cor~enorate the adoption of the Declaration of 
Independence; the Congress, by concurrent resolution adopted 
June 26" 19 63 ( 77 Stat. 9 4L!) ~ declared t:1a t its anniversary 
be observed by the ringing of bells throuc~out the United States. 

~JOH:; THE::\EFORE, I:, GETIALD R. FOP.1J:. Preside11t of tl1e 
United States of Araerica" do hereby proclaim that the t''W 
hundredth an~iversary of the adoption of the Declaration 
of Independence be observed by the simultaneous ringing 
of bells throughout the Unite( States at the hour of 
tNo o • clock: eastern daylight title~ on the afternoon of 
the Fourth of July, 1976) our Bicentennial Independence 
Day; for a period of t-vro minutes: signifying our t;1;o 
centuries of incependence. 
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I call upon civic: reliGious, and other comnunity 
leaders to encourage pub lie partici~;ation in tl1is historic 
observance o I call upon all Americans,, here and abroad.~ 
includins all United States flag ships at sea" to join in this 
salute. 

As the bells ring in our third centurys as millions 
of free men and Homen pray~ let every American resolve 
that this ration, under God~. ':'Till meet the future 1·rith the 
saDe courage and dedication Aoericans showed the world tuo 
centuries acoo In perDetuatibn of t~e joyous rinsing of 
the Liberty Bell in Philac.elp:1ia: let us again ·· Proclai:n 
Liberty throug~·10ut all the Land Ul1.to all the Inhabitants 
thereof.· 

IN \HTHESS \JHE?.LOF:. I have ~1ereunto set my hanc~ this 
tHenty-·ninth day of June in tl1e year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy··six~ anc: of the Independence of ti1e 
United States of America the two hunJredtho 

GEI1ALD n. , FO~.D 




