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President Ford today announced the creation of a Domestic 
Council Committee on Urban Jevelonrnent and Neir;hborhood Re
vitalization to examine urban problems and IT'.alce recoiTJ171.enC.ations 
to halt urban decline. The Cornmi ttee 1~rill be chaired by Carla 
A. Hill~, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, and 
include 3 cabinet members~ 3 agency heads 3 2 independent 
rer-;ulatory agencies (by invitation):~ and members of the 1•!hite 
House staff. 

BACKGROU:JD 

The President has lon~ been concerned about the problems be
setting many of our cities and the nei_shborhoods from ~<~Thic'-1 
the cities draw their vitalitv and stability. He is ~articu--
larly concerned about such pr~blens as: -

1. The deterioration of housinG~ streets~ and ~uhlic 
services in olcer urban areas. 

2. The loss of job-producing industries. 

3. The increasing costs of public services. 

4. ~he increasing mi~ration to the suburbs. 

5. The stagnation of the urban tax base. 

6. The uncertain status of municinal financial 
markets. 

The President is creating this Committee to analvze these 
problems and to develop proposals for ~reater cooperation 
and coordination amonf: the Federal acencies administerin~ 
programs Nhich have an imuact on ci tj_es and t:~eir neighbor· 
hoods. 

The President also vie1-.rs this Corr.rni ttee as a resnonse to the 
recommendations of a recent Conference on Ethnicity and 
~Jeighborhood :0-evitalization held at the Hhite IIouse. That 
srou~ recommended t~1at the President estahlis~ a coruni ttee 
to study urban prol:>lens a::; they are perceivec on the 
neifhborhood level. 

more 

Digitized from Box 28 of the White House Press Releases at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



2 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DO!rESTIC COUlJCIL CO~IT1'UTTEE 

The Committee is comprised of the heads of t 11e T:'ederal 
agencies Nhich have primary responsibility for ,ro~rams 
affecting the cities~ includinc t:1eir neighbor':".oods and 
surrounding communities. 'I'he Cornmittee Nill study t~1e 
problems both from a broad Pederal policy perspective and 
from the perspective of those who live in urban neichbor~ 
hoods. Specifically, the Committee Nill be responsible for: 

• 
1. Conduct inc: a com?rehensi ve reviet·.r of all ma,i or 

Federal ~rograms which have an impact on the 
cities and their neighborhoods· 

2. Seeking the perspectives of local officials 
anrt neighborhood groups on Pedcral prorrafls 
which affect then; 

3. Analyzine the patterns of nublic and private 
disinvestment in urban areas~ 

4. Developing recommendations to the President and 
the Congress for chanf,es in Pederal policies and 
~rograms affectinr; citie~ and their neir:;hbor~1oorls 
in order to !)lace maxin~um. decision~ma!cins respon~· 
sibilttv at the local level) to remove legal anC. 
administrative obstacles to exercise this authority~ 
and to provide for better coordination and deliverv 
of Federal programs. 

~_!E_• _NIB_E_R_S _O_F _TH_r.-_e, !)Qr·'lESTIC COU?JCIL Cmlfl'UT':'EE 

The Secretary of Housing and Urban Development (Chair:nan) 
The Secretary of t~e Treasury 
'J.1he Attorney f':'eneral 
The Secretary of Agriculture 
The Secretary of Cornmerce 
The Secretary of Labor 
The Secretary of Health, Education~ and Welfare 
The Secretary of Transportation 
Director. Office of Management and Budget 
Administrator~ Small Business Administration 
Director, Cor~ununity Services Ac.ministration 
Executive Director, Domestic Council 
Director, Hhite House Office of Public Liaison 

By invitation: 

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
Federal Home Loan Bank Board 
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