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TH'E.rT! PfOuat 

~tMARl(SOF .THE PRESIDENT 
.' 

AND 
QVtSTXON AHD ANSWER StSSION 

~R 9"ARK 

_ PQSID!ftf::Gt»O,d.fter.hO()n.- tt i$ great ~ 
b~ in .., ~'S' dis·~lct.,wi't!J1 theGov.pno~. Wel1aveba4 
a V&'PY gnod 0.'1, as 7: thllllk most of you would agree whe 
have ~1;'''¥eled Wi'th us" e~ptional,ly lar~e crowd,s, friendly 
audiene,es~ -and I thtD;k it l()Oks realQ'p1;imistid foft 
t01$-rrow. 

Do you l$veany que$;tions? 

(tUtS'fmN: M~.p~.,.,~, what wi11~oudG a·f'ter 
tomorrow's pr!ma~ie$ to increase your chances at the 
convention? 

t;Mm PRESl!1$!ft,. W$k~e' ~~~e:~ot State QOD:!"' 

ve.rrtiQ1l:$:tnat ha"e: to t.,ke t1tel.-. fi~"'i a,Ption. I't.ill: 
'"$'1'))1,. '..,. It'liS" ,••1t ~:erta,b y,et' ~~. that we wiIlvitJit 
some of t'll.s\! ·St'at'e i~on:y.entioJ!ls be.C8tlSe we certal,lll:$:Y' want 
to maximize oUt" .-otre"lld be sure we get the nomil1$.,1rio.l\ on 
the first ballot. 

qUESTION: Which States migkt veu vis1t. 

'rUE PftESIDENT: We~.all¥ 1tlave1\' t de<tide-d ),et. 

QUESTION: Mr.. P~esident, you keep: $ay-ing Ronald 
Rea~'a1\ oan' t wi.n, "1: 4n the p,oJ)taflar"tmte he has won jus1 
abou"t as manv votes as y<>'lol 'have. 

!'HE PRESI1,)ENT': It yC). ta,1rl( to ~e Members of 
r,qnF,re S S,"TM h.e ~. ;,n~a:B$;$. allover tbe oount~y, 
about nine 01.lt 81 t~~f' 1;)h~t'll WQul:.d ag'Jtee with me that 
my being on 'the 1:ick.:& '-..ld si.,gRi.f'icantly hel~ tJt:eir 
l"e~i...and hel]!) to get mel"eRel'ubl ieans!l aDd they 
e-e 08l'1Vi.nee4 bam ~:i~ "Net'l,cal ex:,e«,ience that l: 
t:iU\ win aM 1:M:-t it is V'e~t' vetty ttoubtfttl iimy .(!J~ 
can. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, you haven"t said 
much about that issue until fairly recentfy. why 
didn't you push that earlier on? 

THE PRESIDENT: Weare getting down to the 
final days, and we want to make sure the public understands 

can win and I can help the ticket win. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, if he is such a loser, 
surely you wouldn't want to have ,him on your ticket ih 
N'ovember, would you? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think that is the way 
you judge a person for Vice President. There are a Idt of 
other qualifications. He does have a lot of friends. He 
won a few primaries, but I wouldn't want to prejudge that 
matter until we get further down the road. ' 

QUESTION: Mr., President, you indicated you 
might be able to win in Calif9I"nia. Have you had any 
late word to lead you to believe that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yest some of our phone banks 
show a swing toward us. I think it is significant. We 
are still an underqog, but the pendulum is beginning to 
swing and I don't rule out the possibility we could 
surpri~e them. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, do you attribute that 
strength to the Rhodesia comments of your opponent? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am sure the public in California', 
like that in Ohio and New Jersey, are interested as to 
what a President would do, whether he would commit u.S. 
military personnel to Rhodesia or South Africa. That is 
a matter of deep concern to an awful lot of Americans, 
and undoubtedly has had some effect. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, your campaign ads in 
California say Governor Reagan could not start a war, 
President Reagan ,could. Do you, in your heart, believe 
that Reagan as President could start a war? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, he said that he would 
commit U.S. military troops to Rhodesia. That is what 
he said. 

QUESTION: I mean, is it just on that basis that 
you are saying or your sponsor is saying President Reagan 
could start a war1 

THE PRESIDENT: When you send troops -­
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QUESTION: It sounds like he is a warmonger. 

THE PRESIDENT: -- well, when you commit U.s. 
military troops to what 8,000, 10,000 miles away in a 
hotbed of a conflict between two very controversial 
sides, you are sending American boys to get themselves 
involved in a conflict that is inevitable. That has 
been our experience, and I-don't see why anybody seeking 
the Presidency should make that kind of a commitment. 

QUESTION: Is he a warmonger? 

THE PRESIDENT: I said what he said. He would 
commit U.S. military personnel. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, apparently today Ronald 
Reagan was asked if he would endorse you if you got the 
nomination, and he said he would not say what he would do. 
He said he was not sure what he would do. Would you have 
any response to that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am very disappointed that 
someone might -- I say might -- put a personal view above 
the party view and above the team's view. I have said 
that I have always supported the Republican Party, its 
candidates, and I would hope that a person could be unself­
ish, could be generous, could be more interested in the 
party and its principles than any personality. I'am very 
surprised. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, are you saying Governor 
Reagan would get us into another Vietnam? 

THE PRESIDENT: All I am saying is he has said 
he would commit u.S. military personnel to Rhodesia. I have 
not said anything beyond that. That is what he said. 

QUESTION: Do you yourself regret your earlier 
support for Vietnam now, in view of your statement? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is not an issue. The war is 
over, settled. 

QUESTION: Would you commit troops to Philadelphia 
if (Laughter) your Attorney General recommended it and if 
Governor Shapp concurred with Mayor Rizzo .that he could not 
keep order on Independence Day. 

THE PRESIDENT: If my advisers, after analyzing 
Mayor Rizzo's request, recommmnded to me that in the best 
interests of security and safety for the public that some 
U.S. military forces be in Philadelphia on July 4 of 
course I will do it. But, I have not gotten that 
recommendation yet. When I get back and have a chance to 
get their recommendation, we will make a decision, but I 
think it would be the responsible thing, if on the basis of 
the request the responsible people said it was in the 
best interest of the situation in Philadelphia. 
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QUESTION: Is it really that bad? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I have to wait 
until I get some advice from people who have looked into 
it. The mayor says it is bad, and I will wait and see what 
the others say. 

QUESTION: ~~r. Pnesident, wouldn't you have to 
have the word from the Governor? I Mean, wouldn't you have 
to go in on an indirect -­

THE PRESIDENT: Helen, all :1 am saying is when 
we get back and make a thorough investigation of the 
mayor's request, if it is justified, we will help. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, what are the possibilities 
of another grain embargo, particularly concerning this 
year's crop? 

THE PRESIDENT: Zero. 

QUESTION: Can you expand on that, please? 

THE PRESIDENT: ~tJe have got a [!reat carryover 
of American wheat and corn and soybeans. We have got 
a good wheat crop in prospect. We have got excellent 
planting conditions for corn. ~le expect to have a good 
corn crol) , a -[!ood wheat crop, so 't-lhen you have that, 
plus our carryover, there is no prc~pect, as I see it, 
zero prospect of any grain embargo in 1976. 

QUESTION: How will you try to convert the 
uncommitted delegates between now and the convention? 

THE PRESIDENT: By pointing out the record that 
I have talked about. I think they are interested in winning. 
They are not interested in nominating a candidate that is 
not going to win... That does not make a very happy trip 
to Kansas City or a very happy November 3. They want a 
candidate who can win, and they want a candidate who can 
help the ticket from top to bottom, and therefore, when 
they look at the cold, hard facts of the record I have 
achieved and I think the success we will get in the 
November election -- they want a winner, and that is 
how we will sell them. 

QUESTION: Are you going to talk to them personally? 

THE PRESIDENT: He may to some. 

QUESTION: Have you started yet? 

THE PRESIDENT: He have not yet. 
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QUESTION: t'1hen do you plan to? 


THE PRESIDENT: I have .not had much time. 


QUESTION: ~1r. President, some of your Cleve­

land supporters are threatening to withdraw their 
endorsement of you unless t.he ads in California are 
removed. Have you been informed of this? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not. 


QUESTION: Do you have any response to that? 


THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard about it. I 

would like to find out who they are. Nobody has talked 
to me about it. 

QUESTION: Right now is there any plan to pull 
the ads off in this final day of campaigning in California? 

THE PRESIDENT: None that I know of. 

THE PRESS: Thank you very much. 

THE PRESIDEnT: It is good to see you all. 

EnD (AT 2: 12 P .r~. EDT) 




