
£-1ay 25, 1976 
PRESS POOL REPORT #24--~l]alnut Creek, California 

In the event you were unable to see the President walk f!Om his 
car to t he stand at the square, we will give you a few brief aetails~ 
The crowds were approximately 25,000, an estimate from the Mayor of 
Walnut Creek. 

They we re s ta nding between 10 and 15 deep with all the jumping and 
squea J. :'.',\c.i ~ r." rL r. }JI ,~:~nt of s ome earlier campa i gns. Children, including 
teenag<::.r: s \,,7o::e up C·1,1 fjr.oulder s in order to get a look and reach over 
and c l cL"p the P:r(Hi :'{,k:: ~. 's hand. 

A local r epo::. ter said t.he crowd had been in place for two hours 
waiting f o:1:. C:."\~ President (,ven though they k~5w the time he ~as g:J ing 
to be ther l;;') :.:.n::i the ten-Ipe xn'cure was aroun-:l 9 ,,) . As the Presl.dent 
began tc T<:, ~~k t~) ~ stan:':: ':; , a s!1ower of ba11r.,o:1s arose and floated 
into th8 sJ.:j . '_~'.~ ·:' ,T. e were a few signs,: r,, ;~~..: ~)f. them fr ier.dly and 
several w"~lcom2 b:~ :1ners. O:-~,~ of the sign s Ga i d, "Jer:ry Ford: He's 
Real." ~le~ e we r 3 also a couple of Reagan signs and one Carter sign. 

The population of Walnut Creek is esti~ted at 50,000, but the crowds 
represented other towns as well as walnut Creek. 

Paul Harle, state Republican Chairman and Chairman of the Ford Ccrnmfrt 
in California, s~id he thinks the President still has a chance to win 
in the state, pal: '-,icu},;,z:ly if there is a high turnout of voters in the 
f r iendly Nor th and a l:;1w t urnout i n Sout he r n Ca l i f or ni a wh ich is mo re 
conserva tive and cono idered Reagan country. He s aid, however, "If 
the election were held today, I'm afraid we wouldn 't make it." 

he stood 
After the Pr esident returned to his limo~neVin his shirtsleeves 
i n the open caL _av ibg vigorousvall the way through town on his way 
to Rossmoor. 

Dobbin--Baltimore Sun 
Foley-- u. S. News 
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