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TEXT OF REMA R,l{S BY THE PRE~IDENT T O 
, 
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. 

, ~ "BE DELirv,ERE'ry AT THE I NNUAL 

; .~ ' i . CONVENTcJON'OF"IfHE' CALIFORNIA PEACE 


OFFICERS Po ;:SOCIA TICN 

(A n aheUn, California) 


I am honored to addres s this convention of the Peace Officers of California. 
Your daily struggle to keep the peace and to combat crime in this sta te has 
won the praise of the people of California. I am delighted t o add my word 
of support and gratitude, as well. 

In a special~e·nse, the 'goal (1)[ 'your service and mine is the same: to m ake life 
secure for our fellow citizens~ · .&\sPresident, 'forthella~stilmonths, I have 
been work}ng a~., home and abroad to lay aown a soU'd -andsecure, foundation 
for Imeri~ ilS our nation enters its third century. ' :fhat wilt be a bentury 
for individual achievement and self-fulfillment. I see it as a century in w hic h 
Americ~~~ will build on all the great accomplishmentS ofotif first 200 years • 

. ' . ! " . 

But to do that, Americans must be secure--in their h6mes and 'on their s treets­
in their jobs--and in a peaceful world. It must be a century of security for 
all .Americans. " 

Consider, for a moment, the very real concern of so many Pmericans about 
the problem of crime. Let us start with the great ?reambb of our Constitution. 
which seek.s '.'to insure domestic tranquility. II 'Lawniakes human society 
possible. It pledges safe ty to every member SfO that the company of fellow 
human beings can be a blessing instead of a threat. 

Do we p~ovide that domestic tranquility which the Constitution seeks? If we 
.takethe c:rime rates as an indication, the answer has to be no. Violent 
crimes on our streets and in our homes makes fear pervasive. They strike 
at the roots of community tife. They mak e citizens fear each other. The time 
has come for society to act in its own self-defense • 

.As an im.po]."tant first step, I favor the use of the death penalty in the Federal .. .. 

criminal system in accordance with proper constitutional standards. The 
death penalty in certain circumstances Should be imp-o'sed upon the conviction 
of s~botage,murder, espionage and treason. . .' 

In.murders involving substantial danger to ' the nationaf security, or when the 
defendant is a coldblooded hired killer, the use of capital punishment is fully 
justified . . . 

The har sh fact is that ? as sivity andperrriis siveness invite crime ani. tha t the 
certainty of punishment prevents crime, and I mean ?ositive, s~ift and just 
puni shment. But the criminal justic e sy s tem need Dot b e vind k tiv. to be 
effective. 

, I (More) 
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A. ~~e.id~nt, .J will give 110 comfort to th08:~ ~'hb ~~k,e .fals e a'Uegations of 
police brutality but excuse the reat brtita'lity' tba t 'eJClsts in Ameri,ca today, 
the brutality of hoodlums in the streets of our(' t itie's throughout 'America. 

MillionlhO,~oUr citizens, including , the eld~rly a:na 'poor, lock themselve s up 
in their homes, f~aring ;violence., 'I wouki ;iristead lock up the criminali , who 
tn,ake, t hem. af1:aid ., ' ' ' 

A legal system that is' explo~t~d by the criminal but ignores his victim is s a dly 
out of balanc'e . . task yout-help and that '0[ aii A rt"e r 'icans in restaTing that 
balance. I,. -; " 

," -' , 
.. . 

The great majority of crimes constitute" viola tions of s ta te laws and therefore, 
under our constitution the !l'e s'ponsibility 'for dealing with them rests primarily 
with local officials. The F ederal government, however, can 8~rve as a 

, ~r- , rp!l d~l by: Ji1i~ly " aJldjustly; enforCiJlg its.own law's and'b.y in,.p'rov!~,~ .~he quality 
ipf the ' feder~l cr~m~nal justi~e sY~,tem~ ' ," , ~" ' ' . ' 'r ",'"j I 

. • , '! 

, '~ " "W~ recail' in this 'Bicetltennial year tha'tour founding'fa~her~adh~re:d to the 

dictum of John Locke: "Where there is no law, there is no ,freedom. II The 


.. ;, o:ve~whelming , majori ty of .Americans'.a 're 'law-abidfng citi~~~s ~ , I 't i~ a small. 

:,' ': ' hafd core of law--'Q1',eakel!swAocommit a very larg~ prd po~tion ot all crimes. 


.. ' • , 	 . • '.~. I . . ~. I .": ' . .• . 
n'" '1' " 	" 'J ' " . """ , ' 

\,~~" ~: , recentstudy , in o,ne major metro.~Uta ' area recently shoYl e d ~hat ~ithin one 
, ; "" ,,: smgle year, ~ore ; than 200 burglaries, 60 rapes and 14 murders' ~ere committe< 
: ~ ~:" , : b Y Qnly, tel). iI\divdduals . ," . ' 

'":. 	 ,_ A great many.- s-erious crimes are committed by sr'epeaters. '· sti~h c'ri~inals 

_" ,puly tried alld convicted must be remov''ed ' from our sovietyfor l a deii~ite 

, 'period of time. ' 


,A law-abiding majority.also has its rights . and' those rights should b~ given 
Jull weight on the , sc~le~ ,of justice in America. ' ' ,. ' . 

~ ~', ; r :: .. 

" , With ve'r,y f~w e~c~~iions.,·.i strong1y advoca:te :manda:to~y illinimutn sentences 
: for individuals who comm itted c rimes or :oftenses involving '~he \ise of a 

dangerous weapon or who commit such grave offenses as aircraft hijacking, 
kidnapping a nd, dealing in hard drugs, and for repeated offenders who 

I commit Fed;eral crime,S that harm or endange~ other's. 
. ,', " 

'7 '::';,The \V-,y to red~cec'~:~in~l use of handgu~~ 'is not 'to dis 'arm law-abiding 
citiz,ens. I am oppos~d to-the registration Of guns and gun owners. The way 
to reduce criminal use of handguns is to impose mandatory sen tenc es fo r gun 
<;:rimes,. it,o ,:pr9h~l:) it the manufacture'and sale of "Saturday night specials " 

, I 	

and .toc~ncentrC?-,te . ,<»1r resource'S for employment 'in- high crime ·a:(ea s. 
~ . 	 , " ,..,' ( ...., " ~ /' 

~' ' j, '	 Last July', I recommended to the Congress a bill to achieve these obj ectives, 

and I urge and strongly advoo.ate action by the Congress to a"t immediately 

and with?:q.t haras~,ing the lawful g,un owner~ ';' ",'; ;' 'l 


, " 

~ ~ ' , • i . • ~. l ' 	 . ). . . • : 'I : .;, . ' 
', 	

Another important cause of the violent crime that plagues Americans and a 
major contributor to the soaring crime rate is drug abuse. The time has 
come to s~ep up o':lr fight,shar}!)en the weapons 'in our arlfena:l ' and launch a 

,pew and fa,r more aggressive,attack against' this insidious en'emy. The cost 
I ' 

, ,of drug abuse to ~hi8 na.t,ion is ,s taBgcering . ,., ' ' .. 

Every year more than 5. 000 Americans die from direct drug-related causes. 
Every year more than 170,000 injuries can be directly traced to drugs. Every 
year the problem of drug abuse costs ....up to $17 billion. 

MORE 
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Significantly, the greatest bulk of this $17' billion is money lost th rough crime. 
Law enforcement officials estimate thatqpto one-half of" r?bbe~.le8 , m uggi ngs , 
burglaries and other forms of proper,ty ,cri[lles are' co'rtim#t~,d by addicts to 
support the:' r expensive and debf1ita~ing ha~it. And ; ( 'p'iedg,E;1,to you today that 
~ye will .spar:e no effort tocruah the m enace of drug abuse ~ -' . " ' ;'.' 

. .- ' . ... .. ".. ) ~ 
1- _ •. 

. . ". : . " j 
...... -" 

Gl,e~r:ly~ 'as welookatJhe pieture today, 'our first defens~ '~us't be directed 
. ~ t 9u.r,.oYm';hord e"I.!!I. to clamp down on the iliegal flow of drugs t.rom ,for eign 

r;. J ' " 

; f:I~urce,s; , " And since 80 to 90% of the current flow of heroin ,comesacross the 
Mexican border, we must begin our d·a~~down there:' B'ut our efforts m ust 
not .stqp · there:~ "We rJus~ also accele'r ate 'our law enforcement. efforts through­
out our, ,owrl' cduniry. 

F r<+nkly , de.8pit~ ~U ,t~erhetor.ic of r ecent ,y~ar~, I d~not beli'~v\e that we have 
yets\:lcc eed f'd '"in: 'r~ :~'kftlg .~t tough enough' for drug traffickers. As far a s 1 am 
conCe";,1 .d , '-'he per _~ e wh o traffiC in hard drugs are no thing les s" than. mel·chants 
of dea \..t~ and shoul , be put behind bars. ' , ' 

Ye t Justice ·Department studies show that more than a quarter of- th()se convicted 
of narc0tics 4;raffi -: king do :not ;spend a"~:ihgle day in jail.' The 'extra rdin "y 
laxity ~~.,ut :. ·; ·.n et'il ' e s exists was illustrated recently in a CaEi 8 wi-~en :~aw 

1 \ ; ',' 

enforcemen<.: officers arrested 31 people, most of whom were major viola tors 
,. ;'.: responsible for very large shipments of h,ero~n, into the UnIted 'Stat ir s" 19 of 

tho s e :3.!"rested wereimmedj~tely freeci'on a $500 p ersonal recogni zant b ond, 
e~~n ~h<..Jugh their offens es wer,e punishable by l? years in jedl. ' :, 

~ ~ .. .'- ~ . . ~ '. 

All but two of the 19' h ad long, long arrest records, and one was ~m parole for 
a narcotics offense. This is unforgiveable, com pletely ind~efensi~le., We have 
to c1C's:! legal loopholes that permit :' trarfficker:~ to ~scape th~fede,r4l penitentiar y 
Those who liveoH th~ misery. of other s 'must pay th,e price, and the higher 

''' 1:h~pric~, ,the be:tfer~ '" , 

Above all, we must always remember that:1awenforcement alone cannot win the 
war on crime. In fact, the corpbined efforts of the Federal government, state 
and local authorities will be of little use unless the American people rally to 
fight the scour,.e of crime within their own communities. I am particularly 
encouraged by the citizen coaUtiorsagainst crime that are cropping up an over 
the country. Here, as in other law enforcement areas, California is in the 
for efront. The 50,000 volunteers in the neighborhood watch program of the ci ty 
of L os Angeles. for example. have been able to cut crime substantially -- and 
in Vallejo not a single member of the city's home alert program had their 
h om e burglarized during all of 1975. 

Americans have always stood united and strong against all enemies. C r im e 
and dr ug abuse are enemies that we can overcome but there must be a personal 

a n d a national dedication to the goal. 

If I had to sum up the record of my administration in just a few words, it would 
be peace, prosperity, and trus t in America. 

Today America is at peace. Your sons are not being drafted, they are not dying 
on any battlefield. I want to maintain the peace, advance peace among all 
nations, secure that peace through strength and perseverance and leave that 
l egacy of peace for our children and their children. 

MORE 
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" ,. . :: 

" ~ • .i. 1~ •. : .' '. .t. j -: .- . I " ' ,.. . 
. .. ..,. .! • " . 

I Will hofitiriue ··:rhy poli cies. of cu.~lh·g. yjour taxes, expanding the private 
economy,lH:Jt!u Cin-g burea,ucracy. alldUr ~'e 1.~,~s regulation, an? restraining 

, . spendin g. My policies have brought us froIn the depths of recession to a 
.) '3J .: ':, ''s'u ,stained 'recove'ry, an.d will ensuJ:.:e that r\,lnaway inflation never aga in rob s 

H ' ''''' ' ·' r· . '. ' " . .
-; us or 'our -'lov~d one s of the r ewa r ds of h one s t work and lifetime savings. 


~ , (J '--:' ... .... '; " :! ) ~ '1; " ' • . ' r ' . ' 


- ' . ' ·r '· · ,' · , ' 

." ,:. ,.~'~ (~a:rit to',pursu'e thestea'dy cou~se that led, from war to' peaca, from recession 
' ,. : ' to ;r 'ed6very, from cynidsm ,toconHdence, from fear to faith. 

"! .:' ,:. : .: ,J 

, , Finally,! want to finish my most important job, restoration of trust ' in the 
. Ptesidency itselJ~" !-',s your ,Presiclent, 1 will'promise poo more t han ! can 
.deliver and I willl deliver everything that 1 promise. 
. . ..Ii.. \ . . : • ~~•• ' I ~ .' . •I , 

The reason 1 am in this race to stay is, to ensure peace, nrosperity and trust 
for the future. The future belongs to those who come after us. 

';-' ; J .' , f i . .. :' 1. , .-_' • ," 

; :Vle P'meri~ans ~a {,~ \ a fways known that life rwi1l be better for our child ren 
than it was for us. 'B e cause lif~'f6r us has; been better than it was for our 

'. I;"

parent's. 

What do I' see .aheadfor this wonderful cbuintry of our s? I s ee a strong and 
confident Am~'rica,$ec\i:i'e, hi a":strength th'citcannot alone b e counted in 
megatons and rejoicipg in riches that cannot be eroded /by inflation or 
t axation. . , 1 , ­

~. ~ . : .. 
!: .... " . .~ - . .. . . . 

k aee an America w.her e IHeia valued 'fOr its quality as well a.s its comfort, 
'where 't he individuai is' invioiate ' in!'his 'Coii"stitutional . rights, . where the 
government serves and the people r ule . '. .... 
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