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POOL #6 	 , ' , - . 
P~C B REAKFAST AND THE BAP TIST CH'URCH SERVICE 

! 	 :. 

After a 'private breakfast with local President Ford Co~ittee people 
, at his hotel~ the President paused b riefly for a chat with the ,pool. ' When 
he was ' a sked how the situation looked to him this morning , he said: ''',The 
news 'looked awfully good. II He was asked if he had read the SUNDAY 
OR E GONIAN endor sement of h im and what he thoughto! it. He answered 
"Ye f! it was w~ll written. It had the righ t twist. " He was asked how he 
f'aw ~ i.rnIDediate ' futu:re,: and answered: rlThe news, is going to get better. " 

, 	 " 

. 	 The 'Presideot, then,motorcaded 'to >the Hanson Baptist Memorial Chu'rch,
! -. , " 	 . . . ', , , 	a:n old, ,rather gr jrny, stone building. Three greeters, the two nam;ed 

in th~' i~chedule , and Pastor DonaldR. Baker,' each of them with red· · ' 
carnations in their lapels, met him on the sidewalk on the foot of the 
entre. ~e steps. ,~, stone marker in theoutside wall near the entrance t 'o 
t~e c hurch l:'e,.ds : IIEast Side Baptist 'Church--Inc. 1910"-~apparently " 

' e 	a~~ o(U,le original :ehurch. ~ .. 
ry! 

Pastor Bake~- -this is the way he is refetred to in the church program;..'­
.. I " , . ' . . ' , " . 
. indicated t hat this .was one of a series of sermons based on the Ninth : 'l 

Chapier ' of Mar,k, and that his text and sermon.'for today had been detei-Ihined 
, Defore i t was ,known that the President would attend. Pastor Baker 
read ' f~Q~n ve'r aee 34, ' 33. and: 35 of the 'Nint h: Chapter' of Mark. T he passage 

r ' . J 

tell s Ji J ' ;.IS meeting the 12 disciples in Capernaum, discovering as to who 
ahal lead them after the thcAexpected dea~~ of .J~sus, whereon Jesus ' sars 
to them: "If any;man desire to b e fi rst, ,the sarn~ shall be last of all ,. 

, ' ,, '. 	 i . 

arid servant of al.l,~ " 	 " 

Pa stor Baker .then said th.at he 'had heard'the President's foreign policy 
speech" in ~.,) "tland last night; and tho~ght as the President.discussed his 
prob 'le 8 of foreJ.g~;l" .policy, ""I thought to mys~lf we must pray for him. :' , 

-	 " , . . 
:'0 1. ask all of you tl' pray' silently"for each of us." After a moment of 
silent prayer, Pastor Baker opened his own prayer by saying, "A gain 
our Heavenly Father, we come to Thee, as little children." Your pooler 
recalled th~ Pre sident' s l'efereilc;e > y:esterda y to "Babes. " 

Past Ba}, a r early in his sermon said that there are some 40 million 
Evang elical Christians in this country and that some 15 million of them are 
"not even registered" and are therefore are ineligible to vote in this 
year's primaries. He said it was the duty of all Evangelical Christians to 
vote a.nd that this church would provide for facilities for registration for 
this year's general election. Helen T homas whispered to the pool seated 
beside her on the rear pew, "He does not realize that this church has a 
candidate already. " 

(MORE) 
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Pastor Baker plugged a new book by "my good 'friend, Senator Mark 
, ;" Hatfield, 'ri' who a'2compa:rlied 'the'P~esi'dent to the s endce . . 13,a)<er said 

. . - . ~ . '; . 	 , . '. ., ..".' 

lt was a book that all Christians should l1ead. He also mentioned, "Born 
f\gain", , 'Charles 'Colsoni!J book, dting 'it a~ a P.~~is~-w~~thy account 
Of what Pasj:or Baker evidently considered to l;>e a g~puine c onv.ersion of 
an over ambitious ' heathen to Christ.0" , 	 . ; 

.J 

Pas tor Baker sah) that he' as a boy often played a g ame that he and a 
frienq c~lled, " K ing of the Mounlain", in which each would try to reach 
the top of the .:rri.ouhtain first. He said, "When I was the king, I love him," 
~pe,ak,ing ' ~f. his ·fi·'iEmd."Butwhen he w a"s, king, ' Ihatedh~m." His point, 
which he ' eiabor'ated ,at considerable ' length is that Gpd ,is no't against 
a m bition as such,' : aridonly that agai 1st ambi.tion that. i-s ce.nter~d and 

. directed at one's ' self. ,.1 ' 	 ' r 

I . 	 " • 
',: 

After the service, the Pres ident was introduced by Pastoi'. ~aker to his 
wife and children. A pooler heard only the name of a Idaughter, Catherine. 

An usher ,sa.id the circular auditorium of the church which wa:f? c?mpletely 
filled, wUh 'a few spare chairs lined against the re.ar wall also occupied, 
normaliy :; eats aboutl, 000 people. ' He said that this was a'n unusually large 
crowd, '}'.: :; said that about 1,000 p ersonsa tteilded .two separate t:norning 
se r · : ;:::i \ ·....~ ~mally, The two s'ervices were .combined into one. for this . .'~-

occa:..::.0 :.:~ .. ',f 

" \' \ 

A t the sta:: t of the service before the Pas tor began his prayers,. and went 

. r I into his sermon, he mentioned the presence of the ·President.. 'There was 


~r ' . . in~t().'nt and loud a?plause and the entire audience stood for 30 seconds 

" . w..hilc c'·...~'·:: - ·~ ·:· . <, ti.le applause .. A highlight of the service for one of your 


: poo i,(' S'~'-:' I ::-.~ s i ght of Robert Orben a;nd Robert Hartmann seated along 

:; 	 s'ide tne p'0cl in the rear pew, singing each of the hymns with lusty 

enthus·iasm. The pooler remarke'd· to Hartmann that this was something 
he nev'er expec~ed to see or hear. ' 

Phil Jones--CBS 
John Osborne--New Republic 

' : , . •i 




