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, , ' ,. . 
;' , 

I am honored to address this year's co;nmericornent exercises of Warner Pacific 

College. I congratulate today'sgl7..4uatee.l a.leo congratulate your parents, 

families and friends:," and Presid,ellt; Gilliam a.nd the faculty6f this fine:!ich601.' 

I know they must' all'be,proudi,;' as 1 "m"tp see a~other group ot young'A:tWeiticans 

well educa.ted and well prepared ,to ~ke ,tb,eir place in our Nation's life. As" ,: 

Pr.esident, I am con.tantl., aware that the,jw.timateauthority'lri our re~Uc is ' 

not in the' Whit1!' House, it ,isirtth~,peopie., '",: , ' , 

i " ,",' '~i 

J~ r " 1 

" 

That's why I want to finish my mostinip~rtant job, restoring the people's trust 

in the ,Pr.esidency itself., -I did no~ seek this office, but neither will I shirk it. 

When I became preSident. as YQ\:I.wer.e abou.t to start your junior year, this 

country was fa-ced ,with'very', $e,r~ous problems'. ' Underlyir~gthes~ ptoDlemswas 

a crisi, of'eonfi(ien:ce in our go.verl)Illent,ac.risis '0'[ s'pirit among our'people.. 

America. had been'-'buffeted about fOD' more .th;~ a decade ~ith shocks ~'. tis i ' 


"':'system that would have crippled a lesser c~~n.td\Y~-P9.liti~cii; a~sassiiiatiOns,'·a 
, long and. frustrating war, riots in,our streets and ODour c'ampuses,'ecohomic 

distress, and s~andals at the highest leve\. ' 
J.. ~' 

In 'a few h'6uts before this responsibii.,ity~as '.~udden~y, thrust up'on me~. 1'\fJ:a:~ 
asked what''Vens,e·Iwahted th~r,able. open to ,when I took:theoath'of office~" I 
turned to ,the Bible which had b.~.~n,;g\i~n m.e.' when I became Vice' President by n 

my oldest sort,. Mike,,," who is .~, ~~vi1).jty .s~c;i~:n1; in Massachusetts.;, Eve'r;smce
~ was a littlebo~,.,'I'hav,~ us~4,aryery· ~,p.ec.i8;1 verse in the'HbI~ as a. praye'r';..' 1" 
am sure you are iaU ,fam-ilia,r :w.ith., H'. it c:omes from 'th~ Bodk of ProV:erbS'" ahd 
i.t says, ,"trust in the Lord. with all thine heart', and lean not unto thine own'· 
understanding•. !nall thy wa'ys acknowle'dge him, and he shall direct thy path. " "r' 

. ',)' ~ ,,. . 

That was ,thEtyerse I place4 my ha~!i »Jlon when) took the oa:~~./jf, office admin
istered to' every President.,..since O~.9.rgeWa8hblgton.' ,These 'words have' meant 
very much to me as I confronted the p,robie~s' of this Natidn.':::When I re~itved 
your invitation to address Warner Pacific, I welcomed the opportunity to' ", . 
addres s an :institution that enco~ra~esciy'ic virtues based upon the highest 
spiritual valuie..·.· 1 agreewit~:i~~'p~ore Ro,()~ev:elt' S obse'rvafioii that"tto 'educate 
a man in mind and not in morals ~~ tOf,~:ducate a')'~ena~e '1:'6 'S'oc~fety." :Too much "., 
of qur education. today caters to the ego of the iruiividual rathe.r'tliaii the tlue' \ 't!: 

growth of the human personality. I am therefore gratified that 'excellent' insti  .",j 

tutions, s~ch aSi· Warner. Pacific contin~e, tQirt$pire individual growth. 
...' ',' .' ',I • ", ,",.' ' •. : 

',t !. , , • (~ ". , 

'~Our national life has reached the point where we must recover transcendenP') 
qualities of spirituality and mprality., l.knqw of no better"Vlay for Americans, 
to achieve ?ersonal and social reg~erati9~;"Fra:~z Kafkawtote earlier in itnis 1 'ie 
century th~t "the fathers of the church" were ~ot afraid to go out into tli~"desert 
because they had a richness in their hearts. But we, with richness all around 
us, are afraid because the desert is in our hearts. " 

As you today begin a :new phase in your lives, I count on you to discover a 

spiritual richness in your hearts. America relies upon such an inwa.rd quest 

far more than our outward reach to the moon or the stars. 
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cW~rha~~ t6rri~ a long way ~{J; 200 yea'~~'.·:.Ourlfi'r:st IcehtiiJ"Y '~~'8' Qne in which 
we perfected our free system of gavernmen£ 'OUr' second century saw the 
growth of the most productive economic system of 'all time with wealth ever 
more widely shared. What do I see for our third century? I see it as the 
centtaty: wh~ri the' indiVidu~i- ;i.~~ain~,!,..nd enlarge's his personal freedom. Men 
and women must prevail over the endless agencies and.orgallizations that 

, ..., .. - .. - - would reduce .hum"an oeings to computerized' abstractions and program people 

into numbers aryl sta~istic~.~" '1' 


.' . ~ 
 ; .. 
.' ! '.- .. " .. ,,;. 

I plac~!.~ high.prem.~'tm on creativity, originality, and your right to differentiate 
Y9u.r:s·elf fron{ the rna.ss.~?d·ay' 8)mo~n~ing. danger is from mass government, 
mas'~ ed~~at\on',an4 mass t~chnology. ':1' am determined to prevent conformist 

ir~:,'l';< I.,' ;'presBuresfr?m:emothe'ring individual.eXpression or stifling individual1. 

opportunity. Individualism must sta~d as the sentinel of 1976 ag~inst the 
'. 	 I , 

m,onoli,thicthreat of &am:en~ss in ou~,~;"ociety~. . :. . t.~," 
. '" ~ ",. 

..~ev.er J~rget that in .An:e'ri~~ our sovereign is 'the citizen; the government 

· ~n«:1 i.~stitutJons ~,~ist to:, s~,~,~e peoplep,~e s~ate is a servant of the individual 


~: · It).(.t~:t, it.,~~~t ,ne.y~,1 bOf<:>r:pe.an, an<?nym~u8mO~S~i'0.sity\~hat mas.ters every
.' :re' . 	~e.;a~ IS 'r'esponslve',to no one. ''I'heseprOposltlons'are ·the foundations of 
our bicentennial. My vision of America's third century is one ;of an era of 
achievements rathe r than apathy, '!ffostering the enn<;>bling and transcendential 

. ,l'T: ':!, qualities of the in.d~vid\'la.l~~piri~.i~~~e~ t~~ building"hug.e newi bureaucracies• 
• : /:. ;.{. ..~ .... ~j. , i.' \, .:~,~.'" .' :.... :'" .' .... :' "._ .,...... : .... :; ".,.j '''.':,,:: 

'ie 'f ~:,(; .·~w,o cent¥,ries of sacdficeand st~ggle, of :conflict aildcompr'omise, have 
" .. ,7' ; won an u~precedented measure of political and'e'conomic'independence for 

If:; . 'ef1Gh of·ul;>.. I.~mproud to be thePJ;esident· of a: fi'.ee,g.Qverri#rierit:that can 
,': ,'chec~' ,and ~a1~nce· its,·;own ;excesses•. I am p~;oud·,.Q'{.foJlr free' eban'-omic system 

,,, ;,r '!~'.'~hi.cli 'C:~;'if~c;t~, it's own e~r~rs" con~50ll.ed.~~);'~be·:m~rketP~a~'~.~~'free an~ 
r.' ,,~~Jl.ghte~~d con8~meJ:'8.,.·1 a~"e:s'Pect.l1y proud ,of.>th&.ro.le'ol :ff\~ education 

in preserving individuality. ." , , I 

I.~ \ :~.'., '" .. , .•• ~ .', ",'''' ~,:~" i, " ;,: '. 

t ! ,t ~~Yi~c;han.~nge·:·:edu:cato~a,' isiu,dents .~do ..g'rad~ates to"re~'~m' 't~e commitment 
r S. ,·,\."~~,,made America great•.. ,Ea.ch·:&~.e~atiqnbrings a:'new'spirit ,of competition, 

·.:t?,J·~ -.;:~,~ ......[<l}ew. r.es~ r;yolrs :0[. enthusiasm,. !new ,res1i¥>nS&8·to tb'ehum.ani'tariari needs of 
'~~,.: ;~;::·':~;~~l 0!:p.Ar,~. and ·regeneratedp~ide' ~n per"s~o~al. i9-dep.den~e. 'Yo:,u g~neration 

~. "i~;::"'~~ y, ~~iB,a very special ta:s~.• -the; preser~.~on o~;individual~s~.· J:)ut you do not 
,,":r. ,~1';", ,';:.>' b~'a:rth~t}a~k~~o~.f).•., ·<~o}.l: ~~al'r\t.~.itli:YtQ.~rf~m~li~s., you.r:'·~omni~itiesJ 

T''! '," :;YQ.~~!schoo1sa.n.d c;~~r"~~es... Americ.&nfI ~'Vet.the highest"liviagstandard 
:: .,1 ''-'':1 ~ve;.l" :obt'ained by a.·natioI\ of this ·si~e. . . 

i / :.~,:'. '" J,-.'< 

" . " • ' • _.' '. t, > j.' I '? . ;- . ~... . . 
. ' .Bu.t i;f. ').~rmate.rial.·s.trength is to ha,!,e any niean'mg, We'niusti's>e:ek moral 
, ,~d'$pi,r.itu·al growtli.._.Each g~~en.ti<)n !~ces :new·,difficultif1.s"a:nd'·thallenges. 

',' # ..' · Surely we :have no.: less n~.d .o.i· an.,a.biding~faith·than'did·'th~'~6ile.gijn pioneers, 
~ ,. ·'who.establf·shed a·new life'in ·the Ame'~ican wHderriess .. ;~ : .>.,,1+:1' 

'. t' '. : ~. "' If', " ....' . ... 

'" 	 "' i ;r·~} ,. :. ~ "!";'~'I"~'.' ....., 
'. w~ have n~ less need of faith than' th,a.Amel!icancolonists when'·they flung 
'.t'liei·r ,challenge of independence in the £ace ~f thewor~d' 8:' I;ll0at powerful 

. empire:W'.e h~ve no}~;~s need of f4Li.:th,th(ln,your fathers ~[)\'lound no 
. ,. atheists in their foxholes. -, .,'.' .:..;;.... ' t",' 

. . ~.~ . .• ..1 ' 

'. ! 

1he faith of our fat~ers is living. still in Amer~ca tod.ay. '. It wil1live as long 
~~u; freedom rings iil .this land offliberty,.: ,', : .. ,;: I ~.; 

. 	 • • • ~f'; , ; l ) , 

'" I ... ,',,-ft. .' . ~ 

In the, 8tirr~ng words of "Am~rica," Hlo.ngmay ,our land be bl'ight, with 
'OJ' •. .freedom' s h~\~' ~i;ghtJ protect :~s by thy might, .g'ieat God our;kiDg~ " 

, -, 
~ .. 

I"~ , 	 >, . 

1# 1# 1# 
. , ,". 

~',- :-:."'::!; .l't, . . 
!. 


..... v~. ' ... ;'_l 


(
) 	 > 

http:bOf<:>r:pe.an



