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Good morning, everybody. 

Bett'l and I are deli~hted to be here in Lansing. 
l,'le are delip.:hted "l:o be J-::Jme in t1ichi!'T2!n. l.1ethank you 
for comin~ out in ~his beautiful ~ich~~3n weather. (Laughter) 
We thank all t he bands. We thank all of you. 

You know, this train rid~ whi~h ~tarted in 
Fl i~t and is ~0in~ to e~d up in Niles,Ro~s through the 
h e · ...., ·: l a.::;j of [i~i ch.' .. -an. It is a train ride that is the 
be r.;...LLni:l?; of victor'v in Kansas City, and in November of 197 6 . 

JU 2t a few years a~o President Harry Truman 
'[,lCT '. ',Ii t ~l a h'Listlc ",top ~ Pres ident Eisenhmver with a 
Hld ,t le :.::top ~ and President Ford is q;oinq to 5tJin Hi th 
a '[',lhistle stop. 

Let me just express Betty's appreciation as 
Hell as mine for a. l 1 of 'lOU comin(T here, and I ~;:' ~l-t: to 
ask you v c::.ry serio ~x:; ly f or vc-' .. ~l' r..clp and as ~:j..3 ta:::>~ on 
next Tues ::.~ ay. It is vel-V cri.-dca~ that ~'le 1Tt :·. x i!T\ ::'~-:;2 our 
vote in that election, ~nd the help that all of vell can 
~ive will be very significant, the helD that you yourself 
~ive, the help that 'lour nei~hbors give, your friends and 
all of the people _that you knm-T.' 

As you talk to 'lour friends, let me give you 
a fe'\'17 ideas Hhy they oUfht to vote for fTIe. I think I 
have earned the right to be President for the next four 
years. 

If you will go back to August of 1974, this 
country I,'las in a tough situation. The American people 
had lost the confidence of the ~'Jhi te House. The American 
people were concerned about economic conditions. I~e had 
inflation at 12 percent. Pe l'l7ere on the brink of an 
economic r ecess i on, the worst in 40 years. 

People were concerned about where we were going 
in forei~n policy. Our allies were not certain as to 
the will and as to the direction of the United States. 
Adversaries were concerned as well. 
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In the last 21 months we have turned things 
around. ' We have taken the situation from a lack of 
trust and a lack of confidence so the American people 
today krrOt.] they have' a Preside'ht who is' frank, who is 
honest, who has integrity, is forthri~ht, and the net 
result is the people can say they have trust in the White 
House and they trust Jerry Ford. 

We have made a lot of progress in trying to 

solve our economic problems. We are not home yet, but 

let me just give you some categories of the progress we 

have made. Twelve percent or more inf'lation in 1974 -­

the first three months of 1976, 3 percent. We have cut 

the rate of inflation by 75 percent, .and that is a darn 

good record. 


Secondly, a year, ago unempfoymentwas almost 9 

percent. We have turned it around. In the last 12 

months, we"have ad~ed 3,300~000 more people with jobs 

in America';' and we are going to do better and better in 


' ..the months ahead. 

Just the month of April this year 710,000 more 
jobs in America, and you can see, I can see, all Americans 
can see that everything that is suoposed to be ~oing 
down is goinB down and everythin~ that is supposed to be 
going up is ~oing up an~ the Ford Administration, Jerry 
Ford, can take cred~t for ihis pro~ress. 

One final comment. vIe have got trust, \ole are 
making thin~~better here at home, we are achieving the 
kind of economic progress that is necessary, and 'we have 
g;ot peace in America today. ~:Je have turned it around 
from a war that we were in a year ago to peace today, and 
with tbe programs that. we have of military capability 
and diplomatic skill, we are goin~ to keen ·the peace 
for the next four years. 

I had th~ privilege of representing some' . 

wond~rful peo,ple just west .of here for almost 26 years. 

I alw~ys believe that you should promise everything you 

can deliver and deliver everythin~ that you promise, and 

I have done it as your President for 2l.months and will 

do that for four more ~ear~ as well. 


As I said at the beginnin~, Betty and I are 

just pleased to be back here in Michigan with our home 

town or home State folks, and we are counting on you. 

It is a critiqal election on Tuesday, and let me say 

this: You won't let me 40wn and Jerry,Ford won't let 

you down for the next four years. 


Thank you very, very much. 

END (AT 11:35 A~M. EDT) 
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